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‘Nightmare’ as gunman kills 
19 children, 2 teachers in US

Kuwait stands in solidarity with US • Amir sends condolences to Biden
UVALDE, Texas: A tight-knit Latino community in 
Texas was wracked with grief Wednesday after a teen 
in body armor marched into an elementary school and 
killed 19 small children and two teachers, in the latest 
spasm of deadly gun violence in America. Details of 
the atrocity, the victims and the 18-year-old suspect - 
who was killed by police - emerged as America grap-
pled with its deadliest school shooting since the 
Sandy Hook tragedy in Connecticut a decade ago. 

“This town is heartbroken, devastated,” said 
Adolfo Hernandez, whose nephew was at Robb 
Elementary in Uvalde, a small community about an 
hour from the Mexican border, during the Tuesday 
shooting. “We feel like there’s a black cloud above 
this town,” he told AFP. “You just want to pinch your-
self and wake up from that horrible nightmare.” 

Grief-stricken and angry, President Joe Biden 
addressed the nation in the hours after the attack, 
with a call on lawmakers to take on America’s power-
ful gun lobby and enact tougher laws to curb gun 
violence. “When in God’s name will we do what we 
all know in our gut needs to be done?” Biden asked, 
his voice slow and heavy with emotion. 

HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah sent on Wednesday a cable of condolences to 
Biden over the shooting. HH the Amir wished solace 
to the families of the victims, and hoped for the swift 
recovery of those injured in the horrendous shooting.  

HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah sent similar 
cables.  

The foreign ministry said on Tuesday Kuwait 
expresses sympathy and solidarity with the US over 
the killings. Kuwait offers its sincere condolences and 
sympathy to the American leadership, government 
and people, as well as to the families of the victims, 
read a ministry statement.  
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By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s interior 
and defense committee is scheduled to vote on 
Thursday on key changes to the country’s resi-
dency law, which includes giving investors a 15-
year residency for the first time. The amend-
ments also call to allow Kuwaiti women to spon-
sor their children and foreign husbands for a 10-
year residency, provided the women are not 
naturalized citizens. 

The new amendments also allow foreign wid-
ows and divorcees of Kuwaiti husbands who 
have children to obtain regular residency for  
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News in brief

SWABI, Pakistan: Pakistan’s former prime minister Imran Khan, along with 
supporters, takes part in a protest rally on May 25, 2022. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu is pictured in front of 
the Dome of the Rock Mosque during his visit to the Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound on May 25, 2022. —AFP  

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ousted prime 
minister Imran Khan on Wednesday led 
a convoy of thousands of supporters 
towards the capital Islamabad in a 
show of force the new government has 
attempted to shut down, with clashes 
breaking out between police and pro-
testers. Since being removed from 
power through a no-confidence vote 
last month, the cricket star turned 
politician has heaped pressure on the 
country’s fragile new coalition rulers by 

staging mass rallies, touting a claim he 
was turned out from office in a “foreign 
conspiracy”. 

In a centerpiece showdown with his 
rivals, Khan had called for supporters 
of his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party to gather in Islamabad and stage 
a sit-in until fresh elections are called. 
“No obstacle can stop us, we will cross 
all the barriers and will reach... 
Islamabad,” Khan declared, flanked by 
more than 20,000 supporters. 

The government headed by Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has pledged to 
stop the convoy from entering the city, 
calling the rally an attempt to “divide 
the nation and promote chaos”. All 
major roads surrounding Islamabad, 
where a heavy security  
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JERUSALEM: Turkey’s diplomatic 
thaw with the Zionist entity will help the 
Palestinians, Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu said on Wednesday during 
the first trip to the Zionist entity by 
Ankara’s top diplomat in 15 years. 
Cavusoglu, who met Palestinian officials 
in the occupied West Bank on Tuesday, 
was in Jerusalem as Turkey and the 
Zionist entity seek to mend ties which 
began to fray following a Zionist military 
operation in the Gaza Strip in 2008. 

Ties fully collapsed in 2010 when 
Zionist forces stormed a Turkish aid ship 
bound for the blockaded Gaza Strip, in a 
botched operation that claimed the lives 
of 10 Turks. Cavusoglu and his Zionist 
counterpart Yair Lapid stressed eco-
nomic ties had continued to grow, 
despite years of acrimony between the 
two countries. “We won’t pretend that 
our relationship has not seen its ups and 
downs,” Lapid said. “Even in times of 
political tension, economic cooperation 
between our countries has been con-
stantly on the rise.” 

Addressing the Zionist-Palestinian 
conflict, Cavusoglu voiced hope Turkey 
and the Zionist entity could “address 
our disagreements in a more construc-
tive manner”.  
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DUBAI: As the Ukraine war drags on, more and 
more Russian professionals are moving to Dubai, 

the business-friendly Gulf emirate that offers an 
escape from the impact of Western sanctions. 
Entrepreneurs, lawyers and art dealers are among 
those flocking to the financial hub in the oil-rich 
United Arab Emirates, which frustrated Washington 
and other Western allies by refusing to join a UN 
Security Council vote condemning Russia’s war. 

The UAE, which has diplomatic and economic 
ties with both the United States and Russia, has 
long welcomed Russians whether they are middle-

class or millionaires - especially to Dubai, known as 
a playground of the rich. The number of Russian 
entrepreneurs and start-ups has increased “tenfold” 
compared to last year in the International Free Zone 
Authority (IFZA), said Jochen Knecht, CEO of IFZA, 
one of Dubai’s many free trade areas established to 
attract foreign investment. 

“It actually started with IT companies, software 
companies, but now we see all types of 
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah arrived home on Wednesday evening after 
spending a private leave overseas. He was welcomed at the airport by HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, HH Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan

Amir returns home from private leave

UVALDE, Texas: A girl cries outside the Willie de Leon 
Civic Center where grief counseling will be offered on 
May 24, 2022, after a teenage gunman killed 19 young 
children at Robb Elementary School. — AFP 

Outdoor work ban from June 
 
KUWAIT: The Public Authority of Manpower 
has started implementing administrative decision 
number 535/2015 to prohibit laborers from 
working in open areas from 11:00 am till 4:00 
pm from June 1 to Aug 31. PAM teams will carry 
out sudden inspection tours to spot any viola-
tions, Director General Ahmad Al-Mousa said. 
Any violations will result in fines ranging 
between KD 100 to KD 200 per worker, paid by 
the business owners. — KUNA 

Food supplies at highest levels 
 
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s basic food supplies are reas-
suring and are at their highest levels, the ministry 
of commerce and industry said on Wednesday. All 
of the country’s authorities are working to guaran-
tee the availability of products to avoid any short-
ages, it added. Stockpiling these items will lead to 
spoilage, and consumers should only purchase 
what they need without any unnecessary panic, it 
affirmed. — KUNA 


