
LONDON: UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson
rejected calls to resign after an inquiry Wednesday
found that he presided over a culture of lockdown-
breaking parties that featured drunken fighting
among staff. Johnson is among dozens of people in
Downing Street who have received police fines for
breaching COVID regulations since 2020 — mak-
ing Number 10 the most penalised address in the
entire country.

“I take full responsibility for everything that took
place on my watch,” he told MPs in response to the
long-awaited report by senior civil servant Sue
Gray, insisting: “I am humbled, and I have learned.”
But Johnson said he was absent from most of the
events, and denied ever lying to parliament, or urg-
ing Gray privately to bury her 37-page report.

He expressed hope that with the investigation
now over, “we will be able to move on” in address-
ing priorities including the war in Ukraine and a
spiralling cost-of-living crisis in Britain. Gray pub-
lished photographs of Johnson toasting staff with
wine and described revelling that sometimes
stretched into the early hours to music from a
karaoke machine.

“Many of these events should not have been
allowed to happen,” Gray wrote, revealing that
Downing Street security and cleaning staff were
mocked when they tried to protest at the staff con-
duct. Junior staffers who ended up fined by
London’s Metropolitan police-most of them
women-had been told to attend events by their
bosses, the report found.

“The senior leadership at the centre, both politi-
cal and official, must bear responsibility for this cul-
ture,” Gray added, noting the painful sacrifices
made by the UK public to respect the rules set by
Johnson’s government.

‘Pack your bags’ 
The report came out as a different photograph

published by the Daily Mirror newspaper showed a
Downing Street table laden with wine bottles and
doughnuts. It said an accompanying WhatsApp
message told staff: “Time to open the COVID

secure bar.” The prime minister defied calls to
resign after he received the police fine in April. The
main opposition Labour party said the “catalogue
of criminality” revealed by Gray’s report vindicated
its demands for Johnson to quit.

“You cannot be a lawmaker and a law-breaker,”
Labour leader Keir Starmer told Johnson in the
House of Commons. “It’s time to pack his bags,”

added Starmer, who has vowed to quit himself if
fined by police in northeast England for an alleged
breach of the COVID regulations during an election
campaign meeting.

With opinion polls showing deep public disap-
proval of “Partygate”, Conservative MPs must cal-
culate whether Johnson remains an electoral asset
or is now a liability heading into two important by-

elections next month.
Last month, the Conservatives lost hundreds of

council seats in local elections, although anger at
the eye-watering rise in the cost of living was seen
as the main issue at the ballot box. Johnson was due
later to hold a news conference, before attending a
meeting of backbench Tories, some of whom have
written to demand a no-confidence vote. — AFP

Boris urged to quit over ‘Partygate’ culture
‘I take full responsibility for everything that took place on my watch’

International
Marcos Jr proclaimed 
Philippine president 
after landslide winTedros, from ‘child of war’ to two-term WHO chief

Page 6 Page 7

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022

LONDON: A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary Recording Unit (PRU) shows Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson during the weekly session of
Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) at the House of Commons, in London, on May 25, 2022. —AFP 

India jails Kashmir 
leader for life
SRINAGAR: A former militant and campaigner for
Kashmir independence was sentenced to life impris-
onment on terrorism charges Wednesday by an
Indian court. Mohammad Yasin Malik renounced vio-
lence in 1994 to campaign peacefully for the “libera-
tion” of Kashmir, which has been split between India
and Pakistan since 1947 and which both claim in full.

Last week an Indian court convicted the 56-year-
old, who has spent years in prison and has been in
custody since 2019, of terrorism and funding acts of
terror. The National Investigation Agency (NIA),
India’s top anti-terrorism investigation body, had
asked that Malik be given the death sentence, but the
court instead sentenced him to life.

“We are holding a meeting today in which we will
take a decision on what strategy we have to adopt
following the life imprisonment of our leader,”
Khawaja Saif Din, vice-chairman of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF), which Malik heads,
told AFP by phone.

“Our group was holding negotiations with the
Indian government for the solution of the Kashmir
issue. But today India has compelled Kashmiris to
again take up arms against it, by using an undemoc-
ratic process to award life imprisonment to Yasin
Malik.” Crowds of several hundred gathered in
Pakistan-administered Kashmir before the sentenc-
ing was even announced, to call for Malik’s release.

Large parts of Srinagar in the Indian-con-

trolled part of the disputed region were deserted
following a shutdown call by the JKLF. Authorities
severed internet connections in the city and police
fired tear gas near Malik’s home to disperse scat-
tered groups of protesters, who shouted slogans
demanding his freedom. Kashmir has long been a
source of tension between the nuclear-armed
neighbours and has been the spark for two of their
three wars. In the part of Kashmir controlled by
India, militants — wanting either to be part of
Pakistan or independence — have fought the
Indian military for three decades. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Police and security personnel escort pro-
independence party Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front
chairman Yasin Malik (C) to holding area after a sen-
tencing hearing at Patiala house court in New Delhi on
May 25, 2022. —AFP

Xi speaks with UN 
rights chief as 
Xinjiang row rages
BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping held a video
call with UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet on
Wednesday, as she visits Xinjiang during a mission
overshadowed by fresh allegations of Uyghur abus-
es and fears she is being used as a public relations
tool. China’s Communist Party is accused of detain-
ing over one million Uyghurs and other Muslim
minorities in the far-western region as part of a
years-long crackdown the United States and law-
makers in other Western countries have labelled a
“genocide”.

Bachelet is expected to visit the cities Urumqi
and Kashgar on a six-day tour that has been dogged
by concerns from Western officials, diplomats and
rights groups that the Communist Party will attempt
to use it to whitewash abuses.

China vehemently denies the abuse allegations,
calling them the “lie of the century”.  The United
States has reiterated its view that Bachelet’s visit
was a mistake after the release of thousands of
leaked documents and photographs from inside the
system of mass incarceration this week. And activists
have voiced concern that Beijing will prevent
Bachelet from conducting a thorough probe into
alleged rights abuses and instead give her a stage-

managed tour. But Xi defended his country’s human
rights progress during the video call, according to a
readout from state broadcaster CCTV, which did not
say whether Xinjiang was mentioned by either side.

“Human rights issues should also not be politi-
cised, instrumentalised, or treated with double stan-
dards,” Xi said according to CCTV, adding that
China had “a human rights development path that...
suits its national conditions”. CCTV reported Xi as
telling Bachelet there was no “ideal nation” on
human rights and that there was “no need for a
‘teacher’ who is bossy towards other countries”-an
apparent reference to recent criticisms of the trip
by US and British officials.

According to the CCTV readout, Bachelet said
the UN Human Rights Office was “willing to
strengthen cooperation with the Chinese side”. She
was also reported to have said: “I admire China’s
efforts and achievements in eradicating poverty,
protecting human rights, and realising economic
and social development.” Bachelet’s spokesperson
did not confirm the state media comments to AFP,
but said the high commissioner told Xi she hoped
her office could “accompany efforts to strengthen
the promotion and protection of human rights, jus-
tice and the rule of law for all without exception”. 

Bachelet later tweeted that the meetings with Xi
and officials “have been valuable to discuss directly
human rights issues & concerns in China & global”.
Raphael Viana David from the International Service
for Human Rights said it was extremely important
that Bachelet “reports publicly on her findings and
discussions”. — AFP


