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themselves without the need for a sponsor. Children 

of Kuwaiti women and foreigners who own real estate 
in the country can be granted residency for up to 10 

years. Foreign employees in the government are not 
allowed to obtain a residence permit in the private sec-
tor unless  their previous government employers 
approve the transfer, according to the amendments.  

According to the amendments, which are spon-
sored by the government, the interior minister has 
the right to deport expats with legal residence per-
mits for security reasons or public interest, or if 
they don’t have a legitimate source of income. Their 
family members under their sponsorship can be 
deported too. 

Assembly panel to 
vote on changes...
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In Uvalde, police had blocked off the area around 

the school on Wednesday and there was little traffic 
or pedestrian movement. The neighborhood is one of 
modest single-storey homes, with a small yard and 
often a swing set and an outdoor grill for barbecues. 
Identified as Salvador Ramos, the teen gunman was a 
resident of the town and a US citizen. According to 
Texas Department of Public Safety officials, Ramos 
shot his grandmother before heading to Robb 
Elementary School around noon where he abandoned 
his vehicle and entered with a handgun and a rifle, 
wearing body armor. 

Details have emerged of the suspect as a deeply 
troubled teen - he was repeatedly bullied over a 
speech impediment that included a stutter and a lisp 
and once cut up his own face “just for fun”, a former 
friend of Ramos, Santos Valdez, told The Washington 
Post. Valdez said he used to be close to Ramos but 
not since the latter had begun to “deteriorate”. Ramos 
killed all 21 people in one classroom, CNN and other 
news outlets reported. 

As shattered families shared the news on social 
media, the names of the murdered children, most of 
them of Latino heritage, began coming out: Ellie 
Garcia, Jayce Carmelo Luevanos, Uziyah Garcia... 
“My little love is now flying high with the angels 
above,” Angel Garza, whose daughter Amerie Jo 
Garza had just celebrated her 10th birthday, posted 
on Facebook. “I love you Amerie jo,” he wrote. “I will 
never be happy or complete again.” 

More than a dozen children were also wounded in 

the attack at the school, which teaches more than 
500 students aged around seven to 10 years old, 
mostly Hispanic and economically disadvantaged. 
The gunman was killed by responding officers, the 
officials said, adding later two teachers also died in 
the attack. Fourth-grade teacher Eva Mireles was 
shot and killed while trying to protect her students, 
her aunt Lydia Martinez Delgado told the New York 
Times. She said Mireles was proud of teaching kids 
of Latino heritage. 

A cousin of Mireles, Amber Ybarra, called her a 
hero. “Her cooking was amazing. Her laughter was 
contagious, and she’s going to be missed,” Ybarra told 
NBC’s “Today” show. “She put her heart into every-
thing that she did.” There have been more mass 
shootings - in which four or more people were 
wounded or killed - in 2022 than days so far this year, 
according to the non-profit Gun Violence Archive 
which recorded 213 such incidents. The Uvalde shoot-
ing was the deadliest such incident since the 2012 
Sandy Hook shooting in Connecticut, in which 20 ele-
mentary school children and six staff were killed. 

Senator Chris Murphy, a Democrat from 
Connecticut, where the Sandy Hook shooting took 
place, made an impassioned appeal for concrete 
action to prevent further violence. “This isn’t 
inevitable, these kids weren’t unlucky. This only hap-
pens in this country and nowhere else,” Murphy said 
on the Senate floor in Washington. 

The deadly assault in Texas follows a series of 
deadly mass shootings in the United States this 
month: Most recently on May 14 when an 18-year-
old self-declared white supremacist shot 10 peo-
ple dead at a grocery store in Buffalo, New York. 
Despite recurring mass-casualty shootings, multi-
ple initiatives to reform gun regulations have 
failed in the US Congress, leaving states and local 
councils to strengthen - or weaken - their own 
restrictions. — Agencies  

‘Nightmare’ as 
gunman kills...
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presence is in place, were blocked off with shipping 

containers while entry and exit points of major nearby 
cities were also cut off. 

Sporadic clashes broke out between police and 
protesters who have tried to clear the roads, with tear 
gas fired in several cities. Khan joined the march in 
dramatic fashion, arriving in a helicopter that touched 
down on a motorway clogged with supporters outside 
the city of Mardan, 100 km northwest of Islamabad. 

The convoy later crossed a bridge that straddles 
PTI-run Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province and govern-
ment-run Punjab province, where shipping containers 
blocking the route were pushed to the side of the road 
by protesters. “When we reached here, we had a tough 
clash with the police. But they fled and we were able to 
clear the bridge for Imran Khan,” said Zulfiqar Khan, a 
42-year-old laborer, in Attock. 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday held an emer-
gency session, ordering the government and PTI lead-
ers to hold urgent negotiations. It also ordered the 
release of supporters detained by police. More than 
1,700 people have been arrested since police began 
raiding the homes of PTI supporters on Monday night, 
said the interior minister Rana Sanaullah, who has pre-
viously accused protesters of planning to carry 
weapons at the march. — AFP 

Ousted Khan 
marches on...
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“Turkey is ready to take responsibility to con-

tinue the efforts towards (Zionist-Palestinian) dia-
logue,” he said. After meeting Lapid, Cavusoglu 
vis i ted the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound in 
Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem, Islam’s third holi-
est  s i te and the scene of  repeated clashes 
between Palestinians and Zionist police during 
the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. 

More than 200 people, mostly Palestinians, 

have been wounded at the site in the past few 
weeks. One man died this month from injuries 
suffered as he was caught up in unrest at Al-
Aqsa. Cavusoglu’s visit, which passed without 
incident, saw him pray at the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and meet with Azzam Al-Khatib, head of 
Jerusalem’s Waqf Islamic affairs council, which 
administers the site. 

Cavusoglu had earlier said dialogue between 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his 
Zionist counterpart Isaac Herzog helped “main-
tain calm” during Ramadan. Last month, Erdogan 
called his Zionist counterpart amid clashes at Al-
Aqsa. The massive deployment of police as well 
as increasing presence of Jews at the site have 
been widely perceived as a “provocation” by 
Palestinians and several Muslim countries. — AFP 

Turkey: Zionist 
ties to help...
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companies - art galleries, resale, and trade of 

spare parts,” he said. “They are coming with 
employees, requiring office space and warehouses.” 
Knecht said Russian investors were “very welcome” 
in the UAE, where foreigners make up the majority 
of the approximately 10-million-strong population. 

They are attracted by the ease of setting up a 

business, and the prospect of better opportunities 
as sanctions bite at home - and a more welcoming 
environment as attitudes harden to Russians else-
where. Dubai is one of seven emirates in the UAE, 
whose advantageous tax system and strategic loca-
tion between Europe and the rest of Asia have long 
made it attractive to business. 

The city, with its luxury hotels and tourist facilities, 
is well known to Russians as a high-end destination 
for the wealthy, particularly those interested in real 
estate. Among them are oligarchs, including Chelsea 
football club’s former owner Roman Abramovich, who 
was house-hunting in Dubai in March, according to 
news agency Bloomberg. — AFP 

GENEVA: Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the first 
African to head the WHO, was re-elected on Tuesday, 
tearfully accepting a second term as he recalled his 
humble upbringing as “a child of war” and pleading for 
peace. His re-election was announced to thundering 
applause during the World Health Organization’s main 
annual assembly, after receiving more than two-thirds 
of secret-ballot votes cast, as needed to be appointed. 

The UN health agency did not provide a break-
down, but sources in the room said he had received 
155 of the 160 votes cast. “I am really, really over-
whelmed by the support,” Tedros told the assembly. “I 
am really proud to be WHO.” 

The Ethiopian former minister of health and of for-
eign affairs has become a familiar face worldwide as 
he spearheads the global response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The 57-year-old malaria expert has also 
increasingly been sounding the alarm over the heavy 
toll that conflicts like the war in Ukraine are taking on 
global health. 

 
‘Hope peace will come’  

After accepting his re-election, Tedros made an 
impassioned and personal plea for peace. With a trem-
bling voice, he pointed out that he himself was “a child 
of war... from a poor family”. He recalled experiencing 
conflict at a very young age, and also losing his 
younger brother to disease due to a lack of access to 
medicine. “That I was spared was just pure luck. It 
could have been me, I could have died more than 50 
years ago,” he said, describing how the strong emo-
tions from that time rushed back during a recent visit 
to Ukraine. “When I saw the kids, it was the image 
from more than 50 years ago that came to my mind, so 
visible, so haunting, the smell of war, the sound of war, 
the image of war,” he told the World Health Assembly. 
“That’s what I don’t want to happen to anyone. So I 
hope peace will come.” 

Tedros, who has also voiced growing anguish at the 
conflict raging in his home region of Tigray since late 
2020, has cautioned a divided world cannot properly 
address the mountain of health emergencies and chal-
lenges before it, including the pandemic. 

Peace “is a prerequisite for health”, he said. That is 
a message he is eager to push as he prepares to take 
on a second five-year term from mid-August.  

 
Turbulent  

His first term in office was turbulent, as he grappled 
with the global response to the pandemic and a long 
line of other crises, including a sexual abuse scandal 
involving WHO staff in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. While Tedros has faced his share of criticism, 
he has received broad backing. African nations espe-
cially have been pleased at the attention paid to the 
continent and at his relentless campaign for poorer 
nations to receive a fair share of Covid vaccines. 

Since US President Joe Biden’s arrival in the White 
House, Tedros has also enjoyed support in 

Washington. State Department spokesman Ned Price 
congratulated Tedros and voiced appreciation for 
steps he has taken, saying the United States would 
work with him “to improve the organisation’s agility, its 
transparency and its accountability”.  

That marked a major about-face from the start of 
the pandemic, when Biden’s predecessor Donald 
Trump began pulling the United States out of the 
WHO, accusing it of being Beijing’s puppet and help-
ing cover up the initial COVID outbreak. 

Ironically, the main source of opposition has come 
from Tedros’s own country.  Angered by his comments 
about the dire humanitarian situation in Tigray, 
Ethiopia’s government accused him of having “abused 

his office” to advance propaganda. 
On Tuesday, the representatives of Ethiopia and 

Eritrea, whose troops have reportedly been fighting 
alongside Ethiopian government forces in Tigray, 
loudly voiced objections as Botswana tried to congrat-
ulate Tedros on behalf of African countries. 

But they appeared to be on their own, with all 
regions and a long line of countries, including the 
United States and Russia, warmly congratulating him 
on his re-election. There is no shortage of challenges 
ahead, with the Covid-19 pandemic still raging and 
demands for dramatic reforms of the entire global 
health system to help avert similar threats going for-
ward. In her congratulatory statement, US Assistant 
Health Secretary Loyce Pace hinted at the chal-
lenges ahead. “The truth is, there is still much more 
work to do to modernise the WHO so that it is more 
effective and agile,” she said, vowing support at a 
time when “the entire global health ecosystem is 
under pressure.” — AFP

Tedros, from humble upbringing as  
‘child of war’ to two-term WHO chief 

Re-election announced to thundering applause during WHO’s main annual assembly 

GENEVA: World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus delivers a speech on the open-
ing day of 75th World Health Assembly of the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva on May 22, 2022. — AFPOverwhelmed  

by the support

US warns Turkey  
against new  
Syria offensive 

 
WASHINGTON: The United States on Tuesday 
warned Turkey against launching a new military 
operation in northern Syria, saying the uneasy 
NATO ally would be putting US troops at risk. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
Monday that Turkey would soon launch a new mili-
tary operation into northern Syria to create a 30-
kilometer (19-mile) “security zone” along the border. 

“We are deeply concerned about reports and 
discussions of potential increased military activity in 
northern Syria and, in particular, its impact on the 
civilian population,” State Department spokesman 
Ned Price told reporters. 

“We condemn any escalation. We support main-
tenance of the current cease-fire lines,” he said. At 
the United Nations, spokesman Stephane Dujarric 

said that the priority for war-battered Syria should 
be a political solution and humanitarian assistance. 

“We stand for the territorial integrity of Syria, 
and what Syria needs is not more military operations 
from any quarter,” Dujarric told reporters. Turkey 
has launched three offensives into Syria since 2016 
aimed at crushing Syrian Kurdish fighters who 
assisted the US-led campaign against the Islamic 
State group, also known as ISIS. 

The so-called People’s Protection Units (YPG) 
are considered “terrorists” by Turkey, which sees 
them as part of the banned PKK separatist move-
ment at home. Turkey ordered the last incursion in 
October 2019 when then US president Donald 
Trump, following talks with Erdogan, said that US 
troops had accomplished their mission in Syria and 
would withdraw. 

Amid a backlash even from some of Trump’s 
allies, then US vice president Mike Pence flew to 
Turkey and reached an agreement with Erdogan that 
called for a pause in fighting. “We expect Turkey to 
live up to the October 2019 joint statement, includ-
ing to halt offensive operations in northeast Syria,” 
Price said. “We recognize Turkey’s legitimate securi-

ty concerns on Turkey’s southern border. But any 
new offensive would further undermine regional sta-
bility and put at risk US forces in the coalition’s 
campaign against ISIS,” Price said. 

Erdogan’s talk of an offensive comes as he threat-
ens to block the NATO membership of Finland and 
Sweden, which have sought to join the Western 
alliance out of alarm at Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Erdogan has alleged support for the PKK in the two 
Nordic states, which are planning high-level talks 
with Turkey to ease its concerns. 

After Trump’s abrupt pullout decision in 2019, the 
YPG sought protection from Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad and Russia, the regime’s main sup-
porter, which saw a prime opportunity to replace the 
United States as the key player.  

Russia and Turkey then negotiated a ceasefire 
which has mostly held. Trump soon reversed 
course on the withdrawal and has some 900 US 
troops still officially in Syria as part of the fight 
against the Islamic State movement. President Joe 
Biden has shown no eagerness to pull out the 
troops despite his exit from the 20-year war in 
Afghanistan last year. — AFP

TUNIS: More than 70 people are missing in 
the Mediterranean after a boat crowded with 
migrants headed for Europe from Libya sank 
off neighbouring Tunisia, the coastguard said 
Wednesday. The boat, which was carrying 
around 100 people when it put to sea, cap-
sized off the Tunisian port of Sfax, with coast-
guard and navy units able to pull 24 people 
out of the water, National Guard spokesman 
Houcem Eddine Jebabli said. 

“According to preliminary results of the 
investigation, an inflatable boat left the coast 
of Zawara in Libya on Sunday night with 
around 100 people on board,” he said, adding 
that so far one body had been recovered. 

They were “of various African and Asian 
nationalities”, he added. Libya has become a 
major launchpad for migrants seeking to reach 
Europe on what has become the world’s dead-
liest migration route. Many end up in Italy, 
some 300 kilometres (180 miles) away, but 
many others die at sea when their often unsea-
worthy boats capsize or break down. 

Improving weather in recent weeks has 
prompted a spike in departures. Since the 
start of the year, 6,340 migrants have been 
intercepted and returned to Libya, according 
to figures published by International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) on Monday. 
Human rights groups say those returned often 
face horrific abuses. 

At least 129 people have died attempting 
the crossing and 459 have gone missing, the 
IOM said. Tunisia’s Sfax region is itself a busy 
departure point for attempts to reach Europe, 
some of them by its own citizens. —AFP 

Over 70 migrants 
missing after boat 
sinks off Tunisia  
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