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Czech rider Hirt wins stage 16 
of Giro; Carapaz retains lead

Olympic road race champion retains the pink jersey
APRICA: Czech rider Jan Hirt took the 16th stage
of the Giro d’Italia on Tuesday to claim his first
ever Grand Tour win, while Richard Carapaz held
on to his slender overall lead after a brutal moun-
tain stage. The 31-year-old Intermarche rider
attacked two kilometres before the summit of the
final of three huge climbs on the 202km run from
Salo to Aprica and held off chaser Thymen
Arensman for the win.

Hirt’s stage win was by far the biggest of his
career and added to his overall victory at the Tour
of Oman this year. “When people ask me what I
want to do with cycling I say that I want to win one
stage on the Giro and then I can stop my career,”
Hirt joked after the win. “So now I am happy but I
don’t want to stop now.”

Hirt had been chasing Lennard Kamna after the
Bora-Hansgrohe rider made a run for it just before
the start of the final Santa Cristina ascent. However
he and Arensman caught Kamna within the closing
10km and Hirt then made his charge for the line in
wet Aprica after wrestling with mechanical prob-
lems in the last kilometers. “He (Kamna) had a good
advantage on us and it was looking quite difficult
but I had to try,” added Hirt.

“I had quite difficult moments on the stage... in
the last climb I had a problem with the bike it wasn’t
shifting very well, it was jumping my chain. “I was
suffering so much and had all these problems but I
wanted the win so bad I held on till the end.”
Olympic road race champion Carapaz retained the
pink jersey after crossing just over a minute later
alongside Mikel Landa and Jai Hindley. Carapaz
responded alongside Hindley when Landa pushed
out from the group of general classification con-
tenders with 10km left.

Hindley cut Carapaz’s already slim lead to just
three seconds after winning four bonus seconds on
the finish line, while Joao Almeida dropped time
and is now 44 seconds back in third. Meanwhile
home hope Vincenzo Nibali has jumped from
eighth to fifth place, 3mins 40sec from top spot on
this last Giro. “It was a tough day for us. I’m happy
in the end I think to have only lost four seconds is
OK. We managed to keep hold of the jersey which
is the most important thing,” said Carapaz.
Wednesday’s 17th stage is a 168-kilometre run
between Ponte di Legno and Lavarone which fea-
tures two top category climbs-Vetriolo and the
Menador-in the final 50km. —AFP

APRICA: Team Wanty’s Czech rider Jan Hirt celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 17th stage of the Giro
d’Italia 2022 cycling race, 177 kilometers from Salo’ to Aprica. —AFP

Kazma wins 
Amir Cup 
KUWAIT: Kazma SC won Tuesday His Highness
the Amir Football Cup after defeating Al-Salmiya
SC 2-1 in the final match of the tournament held
at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium,
snatching the 8th trophy. The match was held
under the patronage of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
in attendance of His Highness the Deputy Amir
and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince was received warmly by Minister of State
for National Assembly Affairs and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Rajhi and
some senior officials. National Assembly Speaker

Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, senior Sheikhs,
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and senior State
officials attended the final. At the end of the
match, His Highness Sheikh Mishal handed over
the trophy to Kazma.  — KUNA

stc celebrates final 
match of Amir Cup 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company -
stc, a world-class digital leader providing innovative
services and platforms to customers, enabling the
digital transformation in Kuwait, celebrated the final
match of the most exclusive football tournament in
Kuwait, the “Amir Cup”, which was held under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The game was
held at the Jaber International Stadium and attended
by the Crown Prince His Highness Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah , along with other govern-
ment officials and Kuwait football family.

In line with the company’s strategy to support the
local sports community and as the official sponsor of
KFA, stc executives including engineer Maziad
Alharbi, CEO of stc, Issam Issa Al Assousi, CCAO of
stc as well as the Corporate Communications GM
Danah Al-Jasem attended the final game and the
closing ceremony. During the final match of the Amir
Cup, Kazma Sporting Club were crowned champions
for the eighth time in the Club’s history after winning
the final match against Salmiya Sporting Club 2-1
held at Jaber Al-Ahmad International Stadium.

Engineer Maziad Alharbi, CEO of stc, expressed
his happiness for the company’s participation in the
final game of the Amir Cup Championship as it falls
under the strategic partnership with the KFA for the
eighth consecutive year. He said, “We were honored
by the presence of His Highness the Crown Prince,
may God protect him, at the final match of the Amir
Cup in its 60th edition and we value his vision for the
sports community and the Kuwaiti youth.”

Engineer Maziad Alharbi, praised the diligent
efforts made by the teams at the KFA and stc to
ensure a successful tournament, pointing out that the
tournament holds a special place in the heart bearing
the name of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, an avid sup-
porter of this great tournament and sport. Alharbi
also congratulated the new President of the Kuwait

Football Association and the
new Board Members while
wishing them all the success in
their new journey.

He added that stc’s spon-
sorship and participation in
the several activities under the
umbrella of the Kuwait
Football Association stems
from our pioneering role in
the private sector and from
the corporate values stc

draws on and the belief in the importance of the local
sports scene and KFA’s role in reviving football in
Kuwait. This will have a positive impact on both, the
individual and society as a whole”.

Alharbi said, “Since its inception, stc has regularly
made concerted efforts to support the sports indus-
try and has worked on expanding the local sports
movement and supporting Kuwaiti youth athletes as
part of its corporate social responsibility strategy.”
He concluded, “As leading pioneers within our indus-
try, we strive to participate in various significant
activities and initiatives that have become a part of
our community. 

This goes hand in hand with our continuous
efforts to offer our valued customers with solutions
and rich experiences that go beyond telecom servic-
es, considering that our main objective is to enrich
the lifestyles of our customers.” Alharbi expressed
that stc was keen to sponsor the 2021-2022 season
due to the positive impact such tournaments gener-
ate in both individuals and the community. The spon-
sorship came as a continuation of stc’s ongoing col-
laborations with the KFA, which were initiated back
in 2013. 

stc through its influential and supporting role in
the local sports scene aims to be actively engaged in
activities that encourage individuals of all ages and
nationalities to adopt a healthier lifestyle. This
dynamic runs parallel to the Company’s social
responsibility pillars which focus on promoting health
awareness, educating, and empowering the younger
Kuwaiti generation, and practicing environmentally
conscious behaviors. 

Saso’s golf odyssey: 
Philippines to Japan 
via US Open win
HONG KONG: When a little-known teenager
from the Philippines burst into the global golf spot-
light by winning last year’s US Women’s Open it
changed her life-but left tricky decisions ahead.
Yuka Saso will next week enjoy the new experience
of defending a major. But at Pine Needles she will
play under a different flag, the crimson red circle of
Japan. Saso, who was born in the Philippines and
has a Filipino mother and Japanese father, agonised
over the “very difficult” decision to switch alle-
giance to the land of her father. Japan does not
allow adults to hold dual nationality, leaving Saso
with a gut-wrenching choice to make before she
turns 21 next month.

“I grew up in the Philippines and I played big
events with the Philippine flag beside my name so it
was a big decision,” she told AFP. “It was very diffi-
cult... I’m a professional golfer. I needed to make a
decision that was good for my job.” The scales were
tipped by the Japanese passport affording easier
travel in a post-pandemic world. “I think everybody
knows that the Japan passport is more powerful, it
takes less work with the stuff outside golf,” said
Saso via video call from the United States.

The Philippines will always hold a special place
in Saso’s heart-she won two gold medals for the
country at the 2018 Asian Games and played for
them again at the Tokyo Olympics last year. “I felt
very honored to represent my mum’s country, those
big events.. . all those memories,” Saso said.
“Hopefully people will not think that I abandoned
the Philippines, because I love the Philippines. I also
love Japan. “It’s still the same me, it’s just the flag.”

Advice from McIlroy 
Twelve months ago Saso arrived in San Francisco

as a little-known golfer who had won a couple of
events on the Japan LPGA Tour. By the time she left
the Olympic Club, after only her seventh LPGA Tour
start, Saso had become the first golfer from the
Philippines, man or woman, to win a major. “To be
able to win the US Open was awesome and to get
an LPGA card was my dream,” she said. “It was life-
changing and ever since I’ve learned a lot inside and

outside the golf course.”
The win propelled her from 40th in the world

into the top 10 and brought a five-year exemption
on the elite LPGA Tour. It also brought career-
enhancing commercial endorsements. First in the
queue for Saso’s signature was the insurance giant
AXA. “I was playing the Japan Tour and to have a
big company like AXA reach out, even before the
US Open, it gave me confidence to push myself
more.” Best of all, the major victory gave Saso the
chance to meet her idol Rory McIlroy at the men’s
US Open the following week.

Saso’s fluid swing is remarkably similar to that
of the four-time major champion from Northern
Ireland. It is no coincidence. “It’s real that I tried to
copy his swing,” she laughed, revealing the pair
have kept in touch after meeting again at the
Tokyo Olympics. “I don’t really want to bother him,
I know how busy he is. But whenever I have ques-
tions, he always replies and gives some advice,”
Saso said. “One of my dreams is to be able to play
with him one day.”

‘Very heart-warming’ 
Pine Needles, in the windswept sandhills of

North Carolina, will present a different challenge for
Saso, who won her maiden major alongside the
Pacific coast courtesy of a knee-knocking birdie on
the third playoff hole. Saso, who reckoned Pine
Needles would be “a very difficult course” after
practicing there this month, was not even nine years
old when she decided to take up golf-and vowed
she would win the US Open.

“My dad loved watching golf. In 2010 we were
watching the US Open when Paula Creamer won,”
she recalled. “And I told my dad: ‘I want to win that
trophy’-at the age of eight-and-a-half when I’ve
just barely started playing golf!” she laughed. “My
dad was like: ‘Are you sure? I think you should just
focus on other things because when you pursue
something like being a professional athlete, you
need to sacrifice a lot.’

“But I didn’t understand all of that, because I
was so young. So I just told him, ‘I want to be a
professional golfer’.” Eleven years later on a sun-
ny Sunday afternoon, Masakazu Saso was green-
side to witness his daughter’s precocious predic-
tion come true. “It was very heart-warming
because my dad was there, even though my mum
wasn’t there,” said Saso. “I just felt like I was very
thankful for their help because without my family
I wouldn’t be here.” —AFP

Maziad Alharbi

Kerr and LeBron lead 
sports world fury after 
Texas school shooting
LOS ANGELES: Golden State Warriors coach
Steve Kerr made an impassioned plea for gun con-
trol in the wake of the Texas school shooting that left
18 children dead on Tuesday as the US sporting
world reacted with horror over the tragedy. Kerr
refused to talk about his team’s NBA playoff match
with the Dallas Mavericks in a pre-game press con-
ference, held hours after a teenage gunman opened
fire at a school in the Texas town of Uvalde. 

An emotional Kerr, one of the most outspoken
and articulate voices on social issues in American
sport, slammed his hand on a table as he accused US
lawmakers who refuse to vote on tougher gun laws
of “holding the American people hostage.” “I’m not
going to talk about basketball,” Kerr told reporters
shortly before Tuesday’s Eastern Conference finals
game four in Dallas. “Any basketball questions don’t
matter. “Since we left shootaround, 14 children were

killed 400 miles from here, and a teacher. In the last
10 days, we’ve had elderly black people killed in a
supermarket in Buffalo, we’ve had Asian churchgo-
ers killed in Southern California, now we have chil-
dren murdered at school.

“When are we going to do something? I’m tired.
I’m so tired of getting up here and offering condo-
lences to the devastated families that are out there.
“I’ve had enough. We’re going to play the game
tonight. But I want every person here, every person
listening to this, to think about your own child or
grandchild, mother or father, sister, brother. “How
would you feel if this happened to you today” asked
Kerr, whose father was murdered by Islamic mili-
tants in Beirut in 1984.

Kerr reserved toughest criticism for members of
the US Senate who have refused to vote on legisla-
tion that would introduce stricter background checks
for gun owners. “Fifty Senators in Washington are
going to hold us hostage,” Kerr said. “Do you realize
that 90 percent of Americans, regardless of political
party, want background checks, universal back-
ground checks? Ninety percent of us. “We are being
held hostage by 50 Senators in Washington who
refuse to even put it to a vote, despite what we the
American people want.”  —AFP


