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In Sierra Leone, football 
offers hope to amputees

Teammates lost a leg or an arm during the war
FREETOWN: On a sun-drenched Sierra Leone
beach, a one-legged man balances on his crutches
and fires the ball past a one-armed goalkeeper.
Sheku Turay and others like him have found much-
needed support and a new lease of life through his
team of footballing amputees. “Playing football
makes me feel like an important person in society
when I see spectators cheering us during matches,”
said 37-year-old Turay.

He was just 12 years old when rebels attacked his
village in the northern Tonkolili district, during the
civil war that left tens of thousands dead from 1991
to 2002. Doctors sacrificed his leg to save him from
gangrene. Most of his teammates lost a leg or an
arm during the war, while others had a limb ampu-
tated as a result of disease or a road accident. Life
is hard for the disabled in one of the world’s poorest
countries, where half the population lives on less
than $1.25 a day according to the UN.

After a day’s work as a tailor in a workshop in
the sprawling Freetown suburb of Kamayama, Turay
must struggle through piles of rocks and branches
to his one-room hut on the mountainside, among
the tin and cinderblock dwellings, carrying his pros-
thetic limb in a backpack. Turay said he has never
received any kind of aid from the government or
charities, but is saving up to open his own shop. “I
don’t depend on people for my survival like other
disabled begging on the streets,” he said proudly.

Finger-pointing
Sometimes memories of the war come back to

haunt Turay in his sleep. But playing football with
the “Single Leg” association since 2012 on a stretch
of the pristine Lumley Beach in the west end of
Freetown, has given him “inspiration, strength and
happiness”. “The amputee football team help me to
realise my sense of purpose in life,” he explained.
There are a total of 70 players involved, including a
dozen women, all missing an arm or a leg. The club
was created in 2002, at the end of the war, by
Mamoudi Samai, pastor of a church he built in the
district where Turay lives. The pastor still manages
and financially supports the team and its members.
Lahai Makieu, 49, is the team’s head coach.

He was shot by rebels in 1992. By the time he
reached a hospital, he had lost so much blood one
of his legs had to be amputated. Makieu describes a
tough daily life, with even taking a bus presenting a
challenge. “In my society the disabled are provoked
and discriminated against, but it hasn’t dampened
my spirit to achieve my goals in life,” he said. “The
government should open a special vocational train-
ing school and provide us with free medical and
education as recommended by the 2004 Truth and
Reconciliation Commission report,” he added.

Hope, goals and marriage
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was

set up to investigate the brutal conflict. In 2004,
it recommended that several categories of people
affected by the war, including amputees, receive
compensation. Since then, of the 32,000 people
who have registered for the compensation,
20,000 have received sums ranging from $70 to
$200, according to the National Commission on
Disability.

The ageing National Rehabilitation Centre in

Freetown no longer deals with war victims. Its
patients are polio sufferers, road accident victims
and diabetic amputees, says Abdulrahman
Dumbuya, an orthopaedic surgeon and the facility’s
assistant director. The centre, whose services are
low-priced although not free, makes prostheses,
but “we have a weak human resource capacity and
lack of working materials at the workshop,”
bemoaned Dumbuya.  — AFP

FREETOWN: Members of a Single Leg Amputee Sports Association football team play during training session in
Freetown. — AFP

Benzema needs 
final triumph to 
make CL his own
MADRID: Real Madrid’s Rodrygo was
asked on Tuesday what was the best piece of
advice he had been given by Karim Benzema,
and he answered quickly: “To give him the
ball”. It has been a sensible strategy for Real
Madrid, whose number nine will be the most
dangerous player on the pitch in Saturday’s
Champions League (CL) f inal  against
Liverpool and who has been arguably the
finest player in the world all season. 

Benzema’s 49 goals in 52 games dwarfs
Mohamed Salah’s 33 in 59 while even Kylian
Mbappe, whose rejection of Real Madrid has
so dominated the early build-up to this final
in Paris, is inferior, with 43 in 49. If Real
Madrid beat Liverpool to win a 14th
European Cup, the expectation is Benzema
will also beat the likes of Salah and Sadio
Mane to win his first Ballon d’Or.

This season, Benzema has scored the most
goals of his career for Real Madrid and the
most of his career in the Champions League.
He has become the oldest player to score a
hat-trick in the Champions League and the
most prolific French scorer in history. If he
scores two goals this weekend, he will equal
Crist iano Ronaldo’s Champions League
record of 17 goals, the most ever scored by
one player in a single tournament.

Zinedine Zidane, whom Benzema
described as l ike an older brother, said
Benzema was “a gift to anyone who loves
football”, “a total footballer” and “the best”.
Former Ballon d’Or winner Jean-Pierre Papin
once said:  “Benzema has the power of
Ronaldo, the speed of Ronaldinho, the class
of Henry and the instinct of David
Trezeguet.” “We always look for him,” said
Rodrygo. “He’s phenomenal.” To score twice
against Liverpool, in a f inal , might be
improbable but who would put it past this
Benzema, in this sort of form?

He has scored 10 times in the knock-out
stages, rattling the very best opponents,
including a hat-trick against Paris Saint-
Germain, a hat-trick against Chelsea and a
brace against Manchester City. “Madrid won
because they have Benzema and Chelsea
don’t,” wrote the Madrid newspaper AS after
the quarter-final. “The reality is nobody has
Benzema, who plays six different positions,
often in the same move.” On Sunday, as Real
Madrid were still reeling from Mbappe’s
decision and as the finger-pointing and blam-
ing began, it was impossible not to wonder if
Benzema might have breathed a little sigh of
relief.  — AFP

Kuwait retain top 
position at Third 
Gulf Games
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait increased their medals to 65 at the
Third Gulf Games, after winning the Judo’s Under 60
kg gold medal and the Women’s Futsal silver. The sev-
enth day of competitions saw Kuwait Judo player
Meshal Al-Ali winning the first gold medal in the judo
competition for the under 60kg category, while
women futsal team won the silver medal after losing
to Bahrain in the final match.

Bahrain remained in the second place with 53
medals (19 gold, 19 silver and 15 bronze); Qatar -third
- with 40 medals (12 gold, 16 silver and 12 bronze);
UAE moved to fourth place with 34 medals (12 gold,
12 silver and 10 bronze). Oman slipped to fifth place
with 27 medals (11 gold, 5 silver and 11 bronze); Saudi
Arabia remained in sixth place with 42 medals (9 gold,
13 silver and 20 bronze).

Kuwait men’s Futsal team officially won the gold
medal Tuesday after beating Oman 3-1. The team had
secured the medal after defeating Bahrain on Sunday
2-1 - collecting all possible 12 points.  Saudi Arabia
won the silver medal as Bahrain took the bronze. In
the 73 kg, Bahrain’s Ramzan Dzavashvili won gold;
UAE’s Saeed Al-Naqabi took silver and Saudi
Arabia’s Suleiman Hamad took the bronze.

Ice Hockey
Kuwait’s Ice Hockey Team kicked off their compe-

titions with a win against Bahrain 9-1 and topped the
standings on goal difference; UAE who defeated
Saudi Arabia 5-1. Kuwait had total control of the
match that was held at Kuwait Winter Sports Club
hall despite Bahrain’s players’ attempts to make a
comeback. Chairman of the Winter Games club
Fuhaid Al-Ajmi lauded the participation of the four
Gulf teams. This, he said, will strengthen relations.

Women’s Futsal
Kuwait Women Futsal team were satisfied with the

silver medal as they lost to Bahrain 1-2. Bahrain took
the gold while the bronze medal went to Saudi Arabia
after defeating UAE 4-1.

Hayat happy with fans’ support
Member of Kuwait Olympic Committee Fatima

Hayat said the large presence of fans during the futsal
matches is a major indication on the society’s new
vision towards women’s practice of sports and now
women are participating in several games.

Hayat said “we now have women’s teams that are

able to win medals, and now we celebrate the futsal
team reaching the final and winning the silver medal.

Second loss for volleyball team
Kuwait volleyball team lost its second match of the

competitions to Qatar 0-3, meanwhile Saudi Arabia
defeated UAE 3-0. This result places Qatar on top of
the standings with 9 points followed by Bahrain with 9
points also, Kuwait with 4 points, Saudi Arabia 3
points, Oman 2 points and UAE with 0 points.

Kuwait and UAE in the Basketball final
Kuwait Basketball team moved to the final match

after defeating Saudi Arabia 90-73 and was joined by
UAE after defeating Bahrain 78-74.

Table Tennis 
Saudi Arabia’s table tennis team won the gold

medal on Tuesday. Qatar took the second place while
Bahrain secured the third position. 

BBC apologizes to 
fans after ‘United 
are rubbish’ gaffe
LONDON: The BBC was forced to apologize to
Manchester United fans on Tuesday after a mes-
sage appeared on their news ticker labeling the
Premier League club as “rubbish”. The insult
popped up at the bottom of the screen during a
tennis update. Later in the morning, a presenter
apologized to any United fans who may have

been offended.
She said the mistake had occurred as someone

was learning how to operate the ticker and was
“writing random things not in earnest”. The pre-
senter said: “A little earlier, some of you may have
noticed something pretty unusual on the ticker
that runs along the bottom of the screen with
news making a comment about Manchester
United, and I hope that Manchester United fans
weren’t offended by it.

“Let me just explain what was happening-
behind the scenes someone was training to learn
how to use the ticker and to put text on the ticker,
so they were just writing random things not in
earnest and that comment appeared. “So apologies

if you saw that and you were offended and you’re a
fan of Manchester United.” A BBC statement to the
PA news agency said: “There was a technical glitch
during training with our test ticker, which rolled
over to live programming for a few seconds. We
apologised for any offence caused on air.”

BBC presenter and Manchester City fan Clive
Myrie tweeted: “I had nothing to do with this!!”
with the hashtag #mcfc. Manchester United, who
have not won silverware since 2017, finished sixth
in the top-flight table with their lowest points tally
of the Premier League era. Their new manager, Erik
ten Hag, was formally unveiled on Monday, less
than 24 hours after Manchester City clinched a
fourth league title in five seasons. —AFP


