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DALLAS: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks drives to the basket during Game 4 of the 2022 NBA Playoffs Western Conference Finals against the Golden State Warriors on May 24, 2022. —AFP

DALLAS: Luka Doncic scored 30 points as the Dallas
Mavericks defeated the Golden State Warriors 119-109
to keep their NBA Western Conference finals series alive
on Tuesday. The Mavericks, needing a victory to avoid a
clean sweep, delivered a revived offensive performance
to ensure a game five in San Francisco on Thursday. No
team in the 75-year history of the NBA has ever come
back from 3-0 deficit to win a best-of-seven playoff
series. But after Tuesday’s performance, the Mavericks
have at least a lifeline to cling to as the series heads
back to California with the Warriors needing just one
win from three remaining games to advance to the NBA
Finals. Doncic, who has carried the scoring burden for
Dallas in the three previous games, finally received scor-
ing support from his team-mates on Tuesday. Six Dallas
players finished in double figures, with Dorian Finney-
Smith adding 23 points and Reggie Bullock 18. Jalen
Brunson added 15 while Maxi Kleber contributing 13
and Spencer Dinwiddie 10.

Doncic however praised the defensive performance
of his team-mates after a display which restricted

Golden State’s leading scorer-Stephen Curry-to just 20
points. “Our defense was amazing today,” said Doncic,
who finished with 14 rebounds and nine assists.”That’s
how we’ve got to play, when we play like this we’re a
dangerous team.” Asked if he felt the Mavs could still
salvage a series victory, Doncic replied: “You never
know. We’re going to stick together. It’s going to be
tough, we know that but we have to stay together.”

Dallas coach Jason Kidd cautioned that the Mavericks
remained only one defeat away from elimination. “We
believe it’s just one game at a time, we did our part
tonight and found a way to win tonight,” Kidd said. “The
next part is to find a way to win on the road. “We can’t
get ahead of ourselves. It’s still 3-1 and Golden State is a
tough place to play. But we’ve won there before. We just
have to take care of the ball and make shots.”

After being outplayed in the first three games by the
six-time NBA champions, Dallas came out with a
renewed sense of purpose at the American Airlines
Center. The Mavs led by 15 points at half-time after cut-
ting loose midway through the second quarter with a 19-

2 run that propelled them into a double-digit lead.
Golden State struggled to make inroads into that deficit
and were successful on only three of 16 attempts from
three-point range.

Late rally
The Mavs by contrast drained 11-of-23 from beyond

the arc in the first half, a statistic that helped them into a
62-47 half-time lead. The start of the second half was
delayed by around 20 minutes after what appeared to be
a leak from the arena roof allowed puddles of water to
gather at one end of the court.

But any idea that the delay would al low the
Warriors to regroup quickly evaporated as the
Mavericks continued to rain in buckets, outscoring
Golden State 37-23. That left Dallas 99-70 in front
heading into the fourth quarter, with Dallas seemingly
cruising to victory. The Mavs were given a scare in the
final minutes of the game as the Warriors bench play-
ers suddenly trimmed the lead to just eight points. But
Doncic reasserted control and a Bullock three-pointer

put Dallas 13 points clear again to secure the win.
“It felt like we had a shot,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr

said of the fourth quarter rally. “But it wasn’t meant to
be, Dallas was great tonight and deserved to win. “They
played with more force, and executed. This is the confer-
ence finals and that’s how it’s supposed to be-two great
teams. And they handled us well tonight.” Kerr mean-
while said the Warriors’ locker room had been subdued
before the game as his team digested the horror of the
Texas school shooting earlier Tuesday that left 19 chil-
dren dead.

“There was an unspoken awareness of what hap-
pened today,” said Kerr, who had made an impassioned
plea for stricter gun control laws in his pre-game press
conference. “It was a very quiet locker room beforehand.
I felt like as a coach my job was get the team ready to
play. But difficult to keep perspective on a day like day.
The shock, the anger and the grief is there for all of our
guys and I’m sure everyone in the building. “But you just
have to accept and go out and play and that’s what we
tried to do.” —AFP

Doncic helps Mavs down Warriors 119-109

Mavericks keep series alive

Chelsea sale gets 
green light from 
UK government
LONDON: The British government announced
Wednesday it had approved Todd Boehly’s £4.25
billion ($5.3 billion) purchase of Chelsea football
club from the sanctioned Russian oligarch Roman
Abramovich. The Premier League club was put on
the market in early March, days before Abramovich
was sanctioned by Britain following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. The billionaire, also the target of
European Union sanctions, was described by the
UK government as part of Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s inner circle.

Chelsea have been operating under the terms of
a strict government licence that expires on May 31,
meaning they have been unable to renew contracts
for existing players and have faced a transfer ban.
Completion of the takeover has been a lengthy
process due to concerns over the potential for
Abramovich to profit from the sale of the London
club. But the Premier League gave the green light
on Tuesday evening and hours later ministers said
they would permit Chelsea’s sale.

Culture Secretary Nadine Dorries, whose brief
includes sport, tweeted: “Given the sanctions we
placed on those linked to Putin and the bloody inva-
sion of Ukraine, the long-term future of the club can
only be secured under a new owner. “We are satis-
fied the proceeds of the sale will not benefit Roman
Abramovich or other sanctioned individuals.” A
consortium led by Boehly, a co-owner of baseball’s
Los Angeles Dodgers, beat off competition to agree
a record deal to buy the club earlier this month.

At one stage it seemed close to collapse over
concerns proceeds would not reach good causes as
promised by outgoing owner Abramovich. The
Russian, who bought Chelsea in 2003, denied he
had asked for his £1.5 billion loan to the club be
repaid when the sale was concluded. The govern-
ment said in its statement it was satisfied that the

“full proceeds” of the sale would not benefit
Abramovich or any other sanctioned individual.

“We will now begin the process of ensuring the
proceeds of the sale are used for humanitarian
causes in Ukraine, supporting victims of the war,” it
added. Of the total investment, £2.5 billion will be
deposited into a frozen UK bank account to be
donated to a charitable foundation for the benefit of
victims of the war in Ukraine. The new owners will
commit £1.75 billion in further investment “for the
benefit of the club”.

Transfer budget 
Former Chelsea chief executive Peter Kenyon

told the BBC that the end of the saga would be a
“complete relief” for everyone connected to the
club. “We’ve got a very short transfer window and
plans will have been made before,” he said. “They
have already lost some players through not being
able to re-sign them so I think everybody-the
squad and the management-will be relieved they
can get on with the job they’re employed to do.”
Thomas Tuchel’s side, who won the Champions
League last season, finished third in the Premier
League — 19 points behind champions Manchester
City-and were beaten by Liverpool in the finals of
the FA Cup and League Cup.

The German manager is set to lose key defenders
Antonio Rudiger and Andreas Christensen on free
transfers to Real Madrid and Barcelona. Tuchel, in
an interview on Chelsea’s website conducted before
the sale was confirmed, said the club had been
operating at a “huge disadvantage” and would need
to be nimble in the transfer market. Reports on
Wednesday said the former Paris Saint-Germain
boss would be handed a £200 million transfer kitty.

Chelsea have been transformed since Abramovich
bought them in 2003 for just £140 million, winning
19 major trophies in his 19-year reign-including five
Premier League titles and two Champions League
triumphs. Boehly also has a track record of deliver-
ing sporting success with the Dodgers. Thanks to
heavy investment in players, they have made the
MLB (Major League Baseball) playoffs every season
for the past nine years and won their first World
Series for 32 years in 2020. —AFP

Kerber and Azarenka 
win; Djokovic, Nadal 
eye Open third round
PARIS: Former Grand Slam champions Angelique
Kerber and Victoria Azarenka advanced to the third
round of the French Open on Wednesday, as Novak
Djokovic and Rafael Nadal prepared to keep their
Roland Garros title ambitions on course. Kerber, who
won her first clay title in six years on the eve of the
French Open, defeated French wildcard and 2020 jun-
ior champion Elsa Jacquemot 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) as she
seeks the only Grand Slam missing from her collection.

The German 21st seed next plays Aliaksandra
Sasnovich, the Belarusian who knocked out US Open
champion Emma Raducanu 3-6, 6-1, 6-1. “I think the
last week was really important for me to get the title,”
former number one Kerber said of her Strasbourg tri-
umph. “I had a lot of confidence. It’s great to be back
here and I hope I can still play a few more matches.
“When you achieve everything you want, you play for
the love of the game. I just love the sport. Let’s see
how long I can keep playing at a high level.”

Azarenka, a two-time Australian Open winner, beat
2014 Roland Garros semi-finalist Andrea Petkovic 6-1,
7-6 (7/3). She meets Swiss 23rd seed Jil Teichmann
for a place in the fourth round. Reigning champion
Djokovic will come up against his long-time former
coach when he plays Slovakia’s Alex Molcan in the
second round later on Wednesday. World number one
Djokovic split from Marian Vajda after last year’s ATP
Finals having worked with the Slovakian coach since
he was a teenager in 2006. They took a break from
each in other in 2017 but reunited the next year.

Molcan and Vajda started working together earlier
this month. Chasing a 14th French Open title, Nadal
goes up against French wildcard Corentin Moutet in
the evening session. Moutet knocked out 2015 cham-
pion Stan Wawrinka in round one. Nadal began the
year with a 20-match winning run, capturing a second
Australian Open title to claim a record 21st Grand
Slam and move ahead of Djokovic and Roger Federer.
The 35-year-old’s record at the French Open stands at
a staggering 106 wins and just three losses since his

2005 title-winning debut, but he is without a title on
clay this season after dealing with rib and foot injuries.

Carlos Alcaraz, 19, is attempting to become just
the eighth teenager to capture a major men’s title,
and widely tipped to break the stranglehold of
Djokovic and Nadal. He is the tour’s dominant player
in 2022, posting a 29-3 record and winning a season-
leading four titles. Alcaraz faces fellow Spaniard
Albert Ramos-Vinolas for a place in the last 32.
Zverev, a Roland Garros semi-finalist in 2021, takes
on Sebastian Baez of Argentina. The 21-year-old
Baez won his maiden title at Estoril at the start of the
month. —AFP

PARIS: Germany’s Angelique Kerber returns the ball to
France’s Elsa Jacquemot during their women’s singles
match on day four of the Roland-Garros Open tennis tourna-
ment on May 25, 2022.  —AFP

PARIS: Belarus’ Victoria Azarenka plays a forehand return to
Romania’s Ana Bogdan during their women’s singles match
on day two of the Roland-Garros Open tennis tournament in
Paris. —AFP


