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No slump for pump and 
dump cryptocurrency gangs

Ex-PM Khan issues ultimatum 
on elections after mass rally 8 Sunset or new dawn for British 

monarchy after Elizabeth II?13 Zaniolo fires Roma to Conference 
League triumph over Feyenoord165

15-year iqama for investors; 
10 years for property owners

5-year iqama limit for expats mulled as panel amends residency law
By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s 
interior and defense committee yester-
day approved sweeping amendments to 
the foreigners’ residency law, under 
which investors would for the first time 
get residency for 15 years, while owners 
of real estate and children of Kuwaiti 

women will get iqamas valid for 10 years. 
Rapporteur of the panel MP Saadoun 
Hammad said the committee discussed 
the government-sponsored amendments 
and approved them, and will send the 
report to the National Assembly. 

The draft law, which must be 
approved by the National Assembly and 
signed by the government to become 

effective, states that foreigners can get 
regular residency of up to five years, but 
they must leave the country if their iqa-
ma expires and their request for renewal 
is denied. 

All foreigners who enjoy regular resi-
dence in Kuwait must not stay outside 
the country for more than six months, 
otherwise the residency will be can-

celled. Investors, owners of real estate 
and children of Kuwaiti women are all 
exempt from this condition. Domestic 
helpers however cannot stay outside the 
country for more than four months, oth-
erwise their residency will become 
invalid. 

The bill stipulates that the Cabinet 
will set out conditions under which 

investors can obtain the 15-year residen-
cy, including the amount of investment. 
Under the new law, Kuwaiti women can 
sponsor their husbands and children, 
provided they have not obtained citizen-
ship through a previous marriage. 
Foreign widows or divorcees of Kuwaiti 
husbands who have children can also 
sponsor themselves.

News in brief

Massive blaze at Sudan port 
 
KHARTOUM: Firefighters have contained a 
large blaze that erupted in a cargo area of the 
Sudanese Red Sea port of Suakin, the port’s 
director said Thursday. The fire, which raged for 
hours, broke out in the cargo drop off area of 
the port on Wednesday sending plumes of acrid 
smoke into the sky. A port official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, had earlier described 
the damage as “catastrophic”. — AFP

Lebanese pound hits record low 
 
BEIRUT: The Lebanese pound hit a new low 
against the US dollar on the black market 
Thursday after a sharp drop that coincided with 
May 15 parliamentary elections. According to 
websites monitoring the exchange rate, the 
pound crashed below the symbolic threshold of 
35,000 to the greenback, a historic low for the 
national currency. —AFP (See Page 8)

200+ monkeypox cases worldwide 
 
STOCKHOLM: The number of confirmed cas-
es of monkeypox worldwide has reached 219 
outside of countries where it is endemic, 
according to an update released by the 
European Union’s disease agency. The UK cur-
rently has the largest bulk of confirmed cases, 
71. It is followed by Spain with 51 cases and 
Portugal, 37. Outside of Europe, Canada has 15 
and the US has nine. — AFP

11 babies die in Senegal fire 
 
TIVAOUANE, Senegal: Eleven newborn babies 
perished in a hospital blaze in the western 
Senegalese city of Tivaouane late on Wednesday, 
president Macky Sall said. The tragedy occurred 
at Mame Abdou Aziz Sy Dabakh Hospital in 
the transport hub of Tivaouane, and was 
caused by “a short circuit”, health minister 
Abdoulaye Diouf Sarr was quoted in media 
reports as saying. — AFP (See Page 6) 

SUAKIN, Sudan: This picture taken on May 25, 2022 
shows a massive fire in this Red Sea port. — AFP

DOHA: Akbar Al-Baker (third left), Qatar’s Tourism Minister and CEO of Qatar Airways, gives a press conference 
regarding preparations for the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup on May 26, 2022. —  AFP (See Page 2)

DOHA: Qatar expects up to 200,000 air passen-
gers a day during the World Cup, authorities said 
Thursday, with airlines across the Gulf organizing 
scores of shuttle flights to bring fans in. In a major 
operation to cope with the four-week long football 
tournament, Akbar Al-Baker, tourism minister and 
the Qatar Airways chief executive, said some routes 
to countries not involved in the 32-nation tourna-
ment would be halted and others reduced. 

Baker said Qatar’s Hamad International Airport 
and the older Doha International Airport would see 
capacity doubled to more than 200,000 people a 
day. With Qatar under mounting pressure to find 
room for fans, Saudia, Kuwait Airways, flydubai and 
Oman Air will organize more than 160 daily shuttle 
flights from Nov 20 to bring supporters on one-day 
trips to see matches. 

Officials estimate that more than 20,000 fans 
could come in each day on shuttles from Gulf neigh-
bors. Saudia chief executive Ibrahim Koshy said the 
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TEHRAN: Iran said Thursday an engineer was killed 
in an “accident” at a defense research unit in an area 
near Tehran that hosts a military complex previously 

scrutinized by the UN nuclear watchdog. The 
Wednesday evening incident came days after a 
colonel in the Revolutionary Guards, the ideological 
arm of Iran’s military, was shot dead near his home in 
east Tehran. 

Iran’s arch foe the Zionist entity told the United 
States it was behind the operation, The New York 
Times reported. Iranian officials had blamed agents of 
the US and its allies for the “assassination”, the most 
high profile inside Iran since 2020. Iran’s defense min-
istry said it was investigating the “accident” at the 

research unit in the Parchin area, southeast of the 
capital Tehran. 

“On Wednesday evening, in an accident that took 
place in one of the research units of the defense min-
istry in the Parchin area, engineer Ehsan Ghad Beigi 
was martyred and one of his colleagues injured,” the 
ministry said in a short statement. “Investigations into 
the cause of this accident are underway.”  State media 
had earlier reported that one person was killed and 
another injured in an “industrial  
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WHITE SANDS, New Mexico: Boeing and NASA teams 
work around Boeing’s CST-100 Starliner spacecraft 
after it landed at White Sands Missile Range’s Space 
Harbor on May 25, 2022. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Boeing’s Starliner capsule 
returned to Earth Wednesday in the final step of a 
key uncrewed test flight to prove itself worthy of 
providing rides for NASA astronauts to the 
International Space Station. The gumdrop-shaped 
spaceship landed in a puff of sand at 4:49 pm local 
time (2249 GMT) in the New Mexico desert, wrap-
ping up a six-day mission crucial to restoring 

Boeing’s reputation after past failures. 
“Just a beautiful touchdown in White Sands this 

evening,” said an announcer on a NASA live feed, as 
ground control reacted with applause, and a recov-
ery team raced to the landing site. Orbital Flight 
Test-2 (OFT-2) was the last hurdle for Starliner to 
clear before it carries humans in another test flight 
due to take place by the end of this year. If that suc-
ceeds, the spaceship will begin regular service. 

Addressing reporters at a post-touchdown brief-
ing, NASA’s Steve Stich, who oversees the commer-
cial crew program, summed up: “We have a few 
things to work on...but I don’t really see any show-
stoppers. We really do have the crewed flight test 
next on our focus.”  
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PARIS: Is the war in Ukraine sounding the death 
knell for attack helicopters? The large number 
destroyed has sparked a debate among experts 
over whether the aircraft are under-performing or 
being used poorly by Russian forces. Saturated with 

anti-aircraft defenses, both long-range systems and 
short-range missiles that can be carried and 
launched by a soldier (Manpads), the skies above 
Ukraine are deadly for helicopters. 

The numerous videos on social media of Russian 
helicopter gunships being shot down are very pub-
lic evidence of the extent of the losses. Russia has 
lost at least 42 helicopters since its February 24 
invasion and Ukraine seven, according to specialist 
blog Oryx, which has recorded material losses from 
photographs and videos taken from the battlefields. 

Attack helicopters were designed to aid troops and 
tanks on the battlefield. 

They are armored themselves and heavily armed, 
but as the conflict shows, they too are extremely 
vulnerable. Experts are divided as to why. “Since 
those early days of the war, the air defenses of both 
sides have had a clear deterrent effect on helicopter 
operations,” according to Sash Tusa, an aerospace 
and defense analyst at Britain-based Agency 
Partners. 
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