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TIVAOUANE, Senegal: Eleven newborn babies perished 
in a hospital blaze in the western Senegalese city of 
Tivaouane late on Wednesday, president Macky Sall 
said. “I have just learned with pain and dismay about the 
deaths of 11 newborn babies in the fire at the neonatal 
department of the public hospital,” Sall wrote on Twitter 
just before midnight (0000 GMT). 

“To their mothers and their families, I express my 
deepest sympathy,” he tweeted. The tragedy occurred at 
Mame Abdou Aziz Sy Dabakh Hospital in the transport 
hub of Tivaouane, and was caused by “a short circuit”, 
health minister Abdoulaye Diouf Sarr was quoted in 
media reports as saying. The maternity unit was 
equipped to take care of 13 
babies. 

“At the time of the fire, 
there were 11, whom nurses 
were unable to save,” the 
minister said. But according 
to the city’s mayor, Demba 
Diop, “three babies were 
saved”. “My son was chris-
tened yesterday. He was only 
nine days old. The maternity 
ward was full and I don’t 
think there are any sur-
vivors,” one unidentified 
mother told the news website, Dakaractu. 

World Health Organization chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus tweeted that he was “beyond heartbroken 
with this tragic news. “I’m sending my deepest condo-
lences to the parents and families of the babies who lost 
their lives.” “It is with horror and great pain that I 
learned of the death of 11 newborn babies at Tivaouane 
hospital. Let us pray for these innocent people who have 
disappeared. My deepest condolences to the bereaved 
parents,” said former prime minister Abdoul Mbaye. 

Newly inaugurated  
According to local media, the Mame Abdou Aziz Sy 

Dabakh Hospital was newly inaugurated. Health minister 
Sarr, who had been in Geneva attending a meeting with 
the World Health Organization, said “an investigation is 
under way to see what happened”. 

The tragedy in Tivaouane comes after several other 
incidents at public health facilities in Senegal, where 
there is great disparity between urban and rural areas in 
healthcare services. In the northern town of Linguere in 
late April, a fire broke out at a hospital and four newborn 
babies were killed. The town’s mayor cited an electrical 
malfunction in an air conditioning unit in the maternity 

ward. 
The accident on 

Wednesday comes over a 
month after the nation 
mourned the death of a 
pregnant woman who waited 
in vain for a Caesarean sec-
tion. The woman, named 
Astou Sokhna, had arrived at 
a hospital in the northern city 
of Louga in pain. The staff 
had refused to accommodate 
her request for a C-section, 
saying that it was not sched-

uled. She died April 1, 20 hours after arrival. 
Sokhna’s death caused a wave of outrage across the 

country over the dire state of Senegal’s public health 
system, and health minister Sarr acknowledged two 
weeks later that the death could have been avoided. 
Three midwives-on duty the night Sokhna died-were 
sentenced on May 11 by the High Court of Louga to six 
months of suspended imprisonment for “failure to assist 
a person in danger” in connection to her case. 

Amnesty International’s Senegal director Seydi 

Gassama said his organisation had called for an inspec-
tion and upgrade for neonatology services in hospitals 
across Senegal after the “atrocious” death of the four 
babies in Linguere. With the new tragedy, Amnesty 
“urges the government to set up an independent com-
mission of inquiry to determine responsibility and punish 
the culprits, no matter the level they are at in the state 

apparatus”, he tweeted. 
Opposition lawmaker Mamadou Lamine Diallo also 

responded with outrage to the Tivaouane blaze. “More 
babies burned in a public hospital... this is unaccept-
able @MackySall,” he said. “We suffer with the fami-
lies to whom we offer our condolences. Enough is 
enough.”  —AFP
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Party or not? Couples 
in Ukraine face  
wedding quandary 

 
IRPIN, Ukraine: As wedding season gets under way in 
Ukraine despite months of war, couples are faced with a 
difficult choice-celebrate their unions in style or stay dis-
creet so as not to upset anyone. At the wedding registry 
in Irpin, a town close to Kyiv that has been devastated by 
Russia’s invasion, Ivan Khvatov, 39, and Olesya Khvatova, 
41, celebrated their nuptials in restrained fashion. 

There were no guests or witnesses present, the cou-
ple wore jeans and trainers and Wednesday’s ceremony 
conducted by a registrar was over in minutes-just time 
for a kiss after signing the registry. “We didn’t tell anyone 
about it,” the groom told AFP. “First of all, a lot of people 
who evacuated at the start of the war have not come 
back... also people might tell us that now is not the time. 
“Many people, including our friends, lost their homes. 
They might not understand,” Khvatov said. 

“Despite the war, we want to keep on living. We 
feel full of joy but we’re trying to hide it.” Irpin found 
itself on the front line in the weeks after Russia invad-
ed on February 24 and lived under Russian occupation 
for a month. 

Unlike in Kyiv, which has seen 3,800 weddings during 
the war, registry offices in the surrounding region shut 
down as Russian tanks advanced and many future brides 
fled across Europe. Men aged between 18 and 60 were 
eligible for military service and not allowed to leave. 

In Irpin, the registry only re-opened on May 10. 
“Morally it was hard after what the town went through,” 

said Liana Samoylenko, head of the Irpin department of 
registration of civil status acts, which deals with both 
weddings and death notices. “Life is returning. And the 
weddings resuming bring back the hope that everything 
will be fine. “These families that are being created will 
bring a new generation that will revive Ukraine,” she said. 
Khvatov and Khvatova, who met at a glassware factory 
where they work, had been due to marry on March 17. 

But, when the war began, Khvatova fled. She returned 
only when Russian troops withdrew and began focusing 
their attacks on the south and east of the country. 
Mykhaylo Dewberry, 26, and his bride Anastasia, 20, also 
fled during the Russian occupation of the area. —AFP 

BUCHA, Ukraine: Mykhailo and Anastasia Dewberry 
pose for their wedding pictures in front of a dam-
aged building, after getting married at a nearby 
pentecostal church, in Bucha, northwest of Kyiv on 
May 26, 2022.  —AFP

Berlusconi back  
on the rack over  
sex parties 

 
ROME: Silvio Berlusconi dreamed of finishing his career 
as Italy’s president, but the billionaire former premier is 
instead again facing the threat of criminal sanction over 
his notorious “bunga-bunga” sex parties. Milan prose-
cutors on Wednesday requested six years in jail for the 
85-year-old for allegedly paying guests to lie about the 
parties in the third instalment of the so-called “Ruby” 
affair, named after the underage exotic dancer at the 
centre of the case. 

Berlusconi denies wrongdoing, and even if convicted 
has little chance of going to jail due to a long appeals 
process and restrictions against imprisoning the elderly. 
Around 20 former guests of the parties at Berlusconi’s 
sumptuous mansion near Milan are also on trial, accused 
of accepting money and gifts from the media mogul in 
return for their silence. 

“These young women were assured that they would 
be OK both in terms of income, with a 2,500-euro 
($2,677) monthly payment, and for a roof, a house, 
accommodation,” prosecutor Luca Gaglio told the court 
in his summing up on Wednesday. Previously, fellow 
prosecutor Tiziana Siciliano accused Berlusconi of hir-
ing “sex slaves”. 

Young women who attended would later describe the 
events as sex fests, but Berlusconi always insisted they 
were nothing more than elegant, “convivial” dinner par-
ties. Berlusconi’s lawyers insist payments amounting to 
millions of euros were compensation for the reputational 

damage suffered by the women from the scandal. 
The former prime minister is among 29 people 

accused in the trial, including Karima El-Mahroug, the 
Moroccan teenager and dancer who used the name 
“Ruby”, for whom prosecutors asked for five years in jail. 
The verdict is expected in the autumn. 

 
‘Politically motivated’  

The “Ruby” investigations date back to El-Mahroug’s 
arrest for theft in 2010 — and Berlusconi’s intervention 
for police to release her-and each time Berlusconi has 
emerged victorious, eventually. He was sentenced to sev-
en years in prison in 2013 for paying for sex with El-
Mahroug, but the verdict was overturned on appeal after 
the judge said there was reasonable doubt he knew she 
was underage. 

A second trial, named “Ruby-bis” (Ruby Two), ended 
in jail terms for Berlusconi’s close allies for supplying 
young prostitutes. The Ruby-ter (Ruby Three) trials are 
spread out across several Italian cities, including in Siena, 
where Berlusconi was cleared last October of bribing a 
piano player to lie about the parties. 

Berlusconi and his allies have long claimed the exten-
sive legal proceedings against him in recent decades-he 
claimed in 2021 he had gone through 86 trials-are politi-
cally motivated. He has never spent any time behind bars 
but in 2013, with his first definitive conviction for tax 
fraud, he carried out community service in a care home 
for Alzheimer’s patients. 

Berlusconi was prime minister three times between 
1994 and 2011 and remains active in politics, although his 
career is reaching its twilight. His Forza Italia party is part 
of Prime Minister Mario Draghi’s coalition government 
but is languishing in the polls and his January bid to 
become Italy’s president, a ceremonial but prestigious 
post, was an embarrassing failure. —AFP 

TIVAOUANE, Senegal: Visitors stand in front of the Mame Abdoul Aziz Sy Dabakh Hospital, where eleven 
babies died following an electrical fault, in Tivaouane, on May 26, 2022.  —AFP
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 airline would run at least 30 round trip flights 

each day from the cities of Riyadh and Jeddah, that 
could carry 10,000 fans. Flydubai would operate at 
least 30 return flights, Kuwait Airways 10 and Oman 
Air 24, Baker said. 

All flights would be reserved for fans with 
World Cup tickets and who have carried out spe-
cial registration, including biometric details. Baker 
promised “seamless” immigration and security 
processing that would see them treated as though 
they were arriving on a domestic flight. Qatar has 
predicted that 1.4 million people will visit the tiny 
Gulf state during the World Cup, and many fan 

groups have expressed concerns about accommo-
dation and air travel. 

Baker said Qatar’s civil aviation authorities were 
increasing airspace capacity so that the three run-
ways at Hamad airport could operate “continuous-
ly” during the World Cup from November 21 to 
December 18. He said Qatar Airways would cut 
flights to destinations that are “irrelevant” to the 
World Cup, so that it could increase flights to coun-
tries taking part. 

Some 70 percent of Qatar Airways regular flights 
would see their times changed so that extra flights 
can be organized. The airports would have to han-
dle charter flights and airlines that have asked to 
establish regular lines because of the World Cup. 
“There will be no room left (for incoming airlines), 
when you are tailor-making the capacity, for delays, 
for holding times,” Baker warned. He said that “state 
of the art immigration systems” would be intro-
duced to speed up the arrival of international pas-
sengers. — AFP 

Qatar braces for 
200K daily World...
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accident” in Parchin. The Parchin complex is alleged 

to have hosted past testing of conventional explosives 
that could be used to detonate a nuclear warhead, 
something Iran has repeatedly denied. The site came 
under renewed scrutiny by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency in 2015 when Tehran reached a land-
mark deal with major powers under which it agreed to 
curb its nuclear activities under UN supervision in 
return for the lifting of international sanctions. 

Iran had previously denied the IAEA access to 
Parchin, insisting it was a military site unrelated to any 
nuclear activities, but the agency’s then chief, the late 
Yukiya Amano, paid a visit. In June 2020, a gas tank 
explosion in a “public area” near the complex shook 
the capital, 30 km away, but caused no casualties, the 
defense ministry said at the time.  

Iran’s nuclear program has been the target of a 
campaign of sabotage, cyberattacks and assassina-

tions of key scientists that it has blamed on the Zionist 
entity. Zionist leaders have repeatedly refused to rule 
out military action to prevent Iran developing an 
atomic bomb. Iran has consistently denied any ambi-
tion to develop a nuclear weapon, insisting its activi-
ties are entirely peaceful. 

On Sunday, assailants on motorcycles killed Guards 
colonel Sayyad Khodai with five bullets as he sat in his 
car outside his home. The Guards described Khodai as 
a “defender of the sanctuary”, a term used for anyone 
who works on behalf of the Islamic republic in Syria or 
Iraq. Iran maintains significant political influence in 
both countries and has backed President Bashar Al-
Assad’s government in Syria’s grinding civil war. 

President Ebrahim Raisi warned on Monday 
that Iran will avenge Khodai’s killing. Iran blamed 
“elements linked to the global arrogance” - the 
Islamic republic’s term for the United States and 
its allies, including the Zionist entity. In a letter to 
the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, 
Iran’s UN ambassador Takht Ravanchi said the 
international community must condemn the killing. 
“In line with its responsibilities to genuinely fight 
terrorism and in a non-discriminatory manner, the 
UN is expected to condemn this atrocious act,” 
Ravanchi said. — AFP 

One dead in Iran 
defense research...
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NASA is looking to certify Starliner as a second 

“taxi” service for its astronauts to the space station - a 
role that Elon Musk’s SpaceX has provided since suc-
ceeding in a test mission for its Dragon capsule in 2020. 

Both companies were awarded fixed-price contracts 
- $4.2 billion to Boeing and $2.6 billion to SpaceX - in 
2014, shortly after the end of the Space Shuttle pro-
gram, during a time when the United States was left 
reliant on Russian Soyuz rockets for rides to the ISS. 
Starliner docked with the orbital outpost on Friday, a 
day after blasting off from the Kennedy Space Center in 
Florida. 

Over the weekend, astronauts living aboard the sta-
tion opened the hatch and “greeted” the capsule’s pas-
sengers: Rosie the Rocketeer, a mannequin equipped 
with sensors to see what astronauts would have experi-
enced, and a plush toy named Jebediah Kerman, the 
ship’s zero-g indicator. 

The spacecraft brought back more than 600 pounds 

(270 kg) of cargo, including tanks that provide breath-
able air to station crew members, which will be refur-
bished and taken back up on a future flight. As it flew 
over the Pacific Ocean, Starliner initiated a de-orbital 
maneuver, and then ejected its expendable service mod-
ule, leaving the remaining crew module to withstand 
temperatures of around 3000 degrees Fahrenheit (1650 
Celsius) during atmospheric re-entry. 

Having shed most of its velocity, it deployed a 
sequence of parachutes culminating in its three giant 
main chutes, colored red, white and blue. At 3,000 feet 
(915 m), it jettisoned its base heat shield - revealing 
airbags that inflated to aid a gentle landing. The mission 
wasn’t without its hiccups, which NASA and Boeing 
teams are now going to probe thoroughly in case they 
could cause future problems. 

Early on, two thrusters responsible for placing 
Starliner in a stable orbit failed, though officials insisted 
there was plenty of redundancy built into the system to 
overcome the problem. On the day of docking, the ves-
sel missed its scheduled contact time by more than an 
hour, after a ring responsible for latching on to the sta-
tion failed to deploy correctly. Engineers had to retract 
the ring and pop it out again before it worked the sec-
ond time. After touchdown, recovery teams detected 
hydrazine vapor around Starliner and had to back off 
until it cleared.  — AFP 

Boeing Starliner 
completes key...
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“These unpleasant reminders of the realities of 

high-intensity warfare against near-peer adver-
saries are in turn undermining the case for further 
investment in and maintenance of Western air 
assault capabilities, whether fixed- or rotary-wing,” 
he wrote in the specialist magazine Aviation Week. 
In other words, the future of the helicopter as an 
assault craft is in question, according to Tusa. 

Other experts point to Russian mistakes, such as 
the helicopter assault on the Gostomel airport near 
Kyiv at the opening of the invasion, which Ukrainian 
forces repelled. Joseph Henrotin, a researcher at the 
Paris-based Institute of Comparative Strategy, 

called the operation a “Russian fiasco” that had 
nothing to do with the capabilities of the helicop-
ters, but with how they were used. 

“The Russians did a poor job,” he said. “Before 
an airborne operation, you have to ensure the skies 
have been cleared and anti-aircraft defenses wiped 
out.” One of the major surprises of the war is that 
Russia did not gain air superiority at the start of the 
conflict by suppressing Ukraine’s anti-aircraft 
defenses, a mission normally carried out by fixed-
wing aircraft and missiles rather than helicopters. 

Michael O’Hanlon, an expert at the Brookings 
Institution think tank in Washington, agreed the 
problem is not with the helicopters but how the 
Russians are using them. “They aren’t outdated, but 
assaulting a predictable location when an enemy is 
on alert won’t generally work,” he told AFP. Yet the 
conflict in Ukraine is very much like the war envis-
aged by Soviet and NATO experts during the Cold 
War, when the current generation of attack helicop-
ters were developed. — AFP 

Is Ukraine the attack 
helicopter’s...


