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In this file photo TV host Ellen DeGeneres holds her awards
for Outstanding Show and Outstanding Talk Show Host
during the 34th annual Daytime Entertainment Emmy
awards held the Kodak theatre in Hollywood.

In this file photo Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton (left) and TV host Ellen
DeGeneres talk during a commercial break of the taping of the Ellen Show in Burbank,
California.

In this file photo US President Barack Obama presents actress and comedian Ellen
DeGeneres with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor, dur-
ing a ceremony honoring 21 recipients, in the East Room of the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP photos

For nearly two decades, “The Ellen
DeGeneres Show” have beamed
into homes across America, busting

stereotypes and charming daytime TV
audiences with a feel-good blend of
quirky comedy and celebrity cameos. But
after more than 3,000 episodes, a talk
show that came to rival even Oprah
Winfreyʼs in terms of its cultural impact
departs Thursday under a cloud, after
allegations of a toxic workplace at stark
odds with its “be kind” mantra.

“When we started this show in 2003,
the iPhone didnʼt exist. Social media
didnʼt exist,” DeGeneres said last month,
after pre-taping the showʼs final episode.
“We watched the world change-some-
times for the better, sometimes not.”
There is no doubt the cultural landscape
has been upended since rising comedian
DeGeneres came out in 1997 — simulta-
neously as her character on sitcom
“Ellen,” and in real life with an interview
on the cover of Time magazine.

DeGeneres was hailed as a gay icon,
but her sitcom was cancelled a year later
amid a backlash, and she spent five

years in the wilderness before reinventing
herself as a talk show host. “It was a sen-
sation, it was a landmark-and it became a
political football,” said Mary Murphy,
associate professor of journalism at
University of Southern California. “She
led the way. She was probably-and may
still be-the most famous LGBTQ person
in America.”

No ʻgotchasʼ 
Her Rolodex of A-list guests and light

touch have been key to the talk showʼs
success, especially in more conservative
parts of America. For 19 seasons,
Hollywood A-listers and pop stars have
jostled for seats on DeGeneresʼ couch,
where they are invited to promote their
latest projects, and never put through
more than a gentle ribbing.

Some have appeared more than a
dozen times-Jennifer Aniston, the showʼs
first-ever guest, will return for Thursdayʼs
finale. “She is one with the celebrities,
sheʼs their friend. They know that. And
she made it jovial,” said Murphy. “Maybe
it was because, having been so burned,

as she was, she didnʼt want to burn other
people. There were no gotchas.”

Audience members and the latest viral
YouTube stars are also regularly invited
on stage to enjoy their 15 minutes of
fame, in human interest segments and
wacky games. “Ellen is this funny, silly,
quirky character that really didnʼt take
herself too seriously,” said Jeetendr
Sehdev, author of “The Kim Kardashian
Principle.” “We hadnʼt quite seen a day-
time talk show host before that looked
like her and that behaved like her... She
was the cropped haired woman wearing
a suit and tie while everyone else was
getting blowouts.”

ʻFull of contradictionsʼ 
But rumors that life was less rosy

backstage came to a head with a 2020
Buzzfeed expose alleging a “toxic work
culture” including sexual harassment, bul-
lying and racism. Three senior producers
were fired, while DeGeneres was
accused of failing to mind her shop-and
of being less affable with employees in
private than her cheery public persona

would imply.
Last May, DeGeneres announced the

show would end after its 19th season, but
denied it was due to the workplace
claims. “I need something new to chal-
lenge me,” she told The Hollywood
Reporter. But DeGeneres has courted
increasing controversy, including her
defense of comedian Kevin Hart after he
withdrew as Oscars host in 2018 over a
series of homophobic tweets. “Suddenly,
she kind of fell from grace,” said Murphy.

“She seemed to be... in touch with
celebrities, in touch with audiences, out of
touch with the people working for her.”
According to Sehdev, Ellen has always
“been full of contradictions.” “That has
been both partly the reason why she has
also appealed to people, and has been
capable of generating that mass appeal,”
he said. “And at the same time, (it) has
also been the reason why her integrity
and her credibility and authenticity have
been questioned.”—AFP

In this file photo US actress and TV host Ellen
DeGeneres poses in the press room with the
Carol Burnett award during the 77th annual
Golden Globe Awards at The Beverly Hilton
hotel in Beverly Hills, California.

After 19 seasons and well over 3,000
episodes, US talk show “The Ellen
DeGeneres Show” airs its final

episode Thursday. Here are five memo-
rable moments from over the years:

Obama dancing 
DeGeneres is known for dancing with

her audiences at the start of each show.
Guests are also invited to offer a few
moves — including an ambitious young
senator called Barack Obama in 2007.
“Youʼre the best dancer so far of the presi-
dential candidates,” DeGeneres told
Obama, as he grooved to Beyonceʼs
“Crazy in Love.” “Itʼs a low mark. But Iʼm
pretty sure Iʼve got better moves than
(Rudy) Giuliani,” he replied, referring to the
former Republican candidate.

ʻSuper Bassʼ 
In 2011, young British girls Rosie

McClelland and Sophia Grace Brownlee
were invited onto the show dressed in frilly
pink tutus to perform their recently viral ren-
dition of Nicki Minajʼs “Super Bass.” What
came next melted audience and viewer
hearts, and the cousins from Essex have
returned multiple times since, hosting a
segment called “Tea Time with Sophia
Grace and Rosie” — and eventually meet-
ing Minaj on stage.

Dakota Johnson 
It has not all been lightness and fun on

“The Ellen DeGeneres Show,” with one
particularly excruciating moment coming in
2019 when actress Dakota Johnson
appeared on Ellenʼs couch. DeGeneres
jokingly complained that she had not been
invited to the “Fifty Shades” starʼs birthday
party, to which Johnson bluntly replied:
“Thatʼs not the truth, Ellen.” As the host
frantically tried to backpedal, a seemingly
offended Johnson stuck to her guns,
adding: “Ask anybody.” The exchange
swiftly went viral and was turned into count-
less memes, with some detractors even
alleging that this moment exposed
DeGeneresʼ chummy persona as less than
genuine.

Kevin Hart 
Arguably the showʼs most controversial

moment came in 2019, when comedian
Kevin Hart appeared as a guest soon after
losing his role as Oscars host over a series
of homophobic tweets. DeGeneres backed
Hart and told the audience she had person-
ally called the Academy in the hope of hav-
ing him rehired. “As a gay person... I am
sensitive to all of that,” said DeGeneres,
before imploring Hart to not “let those peo-
ple win,” and to “host the Oscars.” Both
DeGeneres and Hart were criticized for the
conversation, with LGBTQ groups accus-
ing the host of failing to stand up for her
community, and also assuming to speak on
its behalf. — AFP 

Olya Polyakova
fundraises for
Ukraine with US tour

Her draped gown colored in the
image of Ukraineʼs flag, artist Olya
Polyakova is touring the United

States to raise funds for her countryʼs war
against Russia. At Massachusettsʼ Regent
Theatre on Tuesday, Polyakova had the
crowd on its feet, with many of her fans-
some drove hundreds of miles for the con-
nection to home-waving flags, singing
along and embracing her as she greeted
them offstage. About an hour into sound-
check, one young woman, Renata
Yasinskaya, ran onstage for a tight, tearful
hug from her family friend, who she was
seeing for the first time since the war
began.

“I love her, and she for me is like (my)
mother,” said the 18-year-old. “I missed
her. I miss my family. Iʼm here alone.” It
was a reaction to Polyakova that embod-
ied the roomʼs emotion for much of the
night, as the singer herself also grew tear-
ful at points, concertgoers rallying behind
her. Her tour is an effort to fundraise “for
people whose life was destroyed because
of war” and also serves as a reminder of
the warʼs longevity, she told AFP in
English.

She pleaded with the global community
“to not forget about the war in my country.”

The artist is working with UNITED24 — an
initiative from Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to organize charita-
ble donations for his country-to collect the
funds and use them towards humanitarian
and military aid. Polyakovaʼs own husband
remains in Ukraine; the last time she saw
him he was armed at a border crossing.

ʻMeans a lotʼ 
Prior to the war, the opera-trained musi-

cian sang primarily in Russian, but these
days sheʼs doing her best to perform in
Ukrainian. “Okay, I am Russian speaker...
I always can sing in Russian,” said
Polyakova. “Nobody forced me to not
speak Russian,” she said, explaining that
Ukraine “was a free country.” “We could
speak any language,” Polyakova said. But
now, she continued, Russian is connected
with the invasion and “itʼs very painful.”

“I make a lot of songs in Ukrainian lan-
guage and English... to not be connected
with Russian, because now this is evil,
and this is our enemies.” Prior to the show
fans lined up outside, many wearing
flower headpieces and vyshyvankas, a
traditional Ukrainian embroidered outfit. “It
means like a lot,” said Liza Markova, 21,
who drove to the concert from Canada
with her family. “Growing up, I just feel like
I always loved Ukraine.” Markova said that
while the current events are “tragic,” sheʼs
grateful for the global focus on Ukraine.
Now, she said “everybody kind of knows
what Ukraine is, and loves it just as much
as we do.”—AFP

Ukrainian singer Olya Polyakova performs on stage for a few hundred fans at the Regent
Theatre in Arlington. — AFP 

In this file photo US President Barack Obama and talk show host Ellen DeGeneres speak dur-
ing a break in the taping of The Ellen DeGeneres show at Warner Brothers Studios in Burbank,
California.

‘How to murder
your husband’
writer found guilty
of killing spouse

AUS romance novelist who wrote an
essay entitled “How To Murder Your
Husband” has been convicted of

killing her spouse. A jury in Portland,
Oregon, took just eight hours on
Wednesday to return a guilty verdict
against Nancy Crampton Brophy for
shooting dead Daniel Brophy. Prosecutors
said the writer, whose “Wrong Never Felt
So Right” series of novels include “The
Wrong Husband” and “The Wrong Lover,”
had been struggling financially before she
shot her husband twice through the heart
in June 2018 at a culinary institute where
he worked.

Crampton Brophy, 71, had denied the
charge, insisting security camera footage
that put her at the scene of the crime
merely showed her scouting for writerly
inspiration. She also claimed a missing
gun police believe was the murder
weapon had been bought as part of
research for a novel, and denied the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in life assur-
ance she stood to gain were a motive for
murder. Crampton Brophyʼs lawyers said
they would appeal the second-degree
murder conviction, The Oregonian news-
paper reported. “Nancy Brophy loved her
husband,” attorney Kristen Winemiller told
the jury at the trial. “You can see that in
her eyes every time she talked about him.
Her eyes lit up, they absolutely twinkled.”

Crampton Brophy was arrested in
September 2018, and has been in custody
ever since. Prosecutor Shawn Overstreet
laid out reams of evidence showing how
Crampton Brophy had plotted to kill her
husband, who was 63. “Itʼs not just about
the money. Itʼs about the lifestyle Nancy
desired that Dan could not give her,” he
said during the trial. Crampton Brophy had
rejected claims of penury when she took
to the stand last week, insisting her mone-
tary woes had long been resolved.—AFP

Abuse accusations
by ex-wife Amber 
Heard are ‘insane’:
Johnny Depp

Actor Johnny Depp testified on
Wednesday at his defamation trial
against his ex-wife Amber Heard that

it has been “unimaginably brutal” to listen
to her “heinous” accusations of domestic
abuse. “No human being is perfect, certain-
ly not, none of us, but I have never in my
life committed sexual battery, physical

abuse,” the 58-year-old Depp said.
Taking the witness stand as the six-

week-long trial in Fairfax, near the US capi-
tal, nears an end, Depp was asked by his
lawyers what it has been like to listen to
Heardʼs testimony. “Itʼs insane to hear
heinous accusations of violence, sexual
violence, that sheʼs attributed to me,” the
“Pirates of the Caribbean” star said. “All
these outlandish, outrageous stories of me
committing these things.

“Horrible, ridiculous, humiliating, ludi-
crous, painful, savage, unimaginably brutal,
cruel and all false,” he told the seven-per-
son jury. “All false.” Depp said he brought
legal action because he needed to address
“what Iʼve been carrying on my back, reluc-
tantly, for six years.” The 36-year-old
Heard, who was married to Depp from
2015 to 2017, obtained a restraining order

against her then-husband in May 2016, cit-
ing domestic violence.

Depp, a three-time Oscar nominee, filed
a libel suit in London against British tabloid
The Sun for calling him a “wife-beater.” He
lost that case in November 2020. Depp
brought suit against Heard in Fairfax over an
op-ed she wrote for The Washington Post in
December 2018 in which she described her-
self as a “public figure representing domes-
tic abuse.” The Texas-born Heard did not
name Depp in the piece, but he sued her for
implying that he was a domestic abuser and
is seeking $50 million in damages. Heard,
who had a starring role in “Aquaman,” coun-
tersued, asking for $100 million and claiming
she suffered “rampant physical violence and
abuse.”—AFP

This undated booking photo from the
Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office in Oregon
shows murder suspect Nancy Crampton
Brophy. — AFP

US actor Johhny Depp arrives with Celebrity
therapist Beechy Colclough (left) at the
Fairfax County Circuit Courthouse in Fairfax,
Virginia. — AFP 


