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B
ritish republicans are hoping that
Elizabeth II will be the last queen,
but experts say the monarchy

seems set to survive, as long as it
moves with the times. “Weʼre not expect-
ing the monarchy to be abolished whilst
the queen is on the throne,” said
Graham Smith, head of the Republic
movement that wants the UK to have an
elected, non-partisan president as head
of state. But he told AFP: “This is the
last monarch who is going to have any-
thing like the sort of popular support the
queen has.”

Once her eldest son Prince Charles is
on the throne, “then yes, we can certain-
ly achieve that goal and get rid of the
monarchy,” he added. Next week sees
concerts, parades and picnics over four
days to mark the queenʼs 70 years on
the throne, with the country turned a sea
of red, white and blue. The unprecedent-
ed Platinum Jubilee is being seen as a
chance to reflect on the queenʼs central
place in British life since 1952.

But with the queen now 96, the jubilee
also heralds the inevitable end of the
second Elizabethan age. That, said the
Republic movement on its website, is a
chance to “Make Elizabeth the last”.
Smith said Charles is not necessarily
held in the same affection as the queen
and slammed the monarchy as an “unde-
mocratic, anti-democratic and elitist”
institution that costs taxpayers millions.

ʻOld manʼ 
Opinion polls indicate that the monar-

chy is less popular among younger peo-
ple who are less attached to tradition and
more sensitive to anti-colonial struggles.
Smith predicts this trend will continue.
According to the British Future think-tank,
58 percent of Britons support the monar-
chy, while 25 percent would prefer a
republic after Elizabeth. But the gap
between the two narrows to 40 percent
royalist and 37 percent republican among
the young.

“When the Queen dies, it will be a very
big turning point,” said Robert Hazell, pro-
fessor of government and the constitution
at University College London. The queen
was in her twenties when she ascended to
the throne and was “a very attractive young
woman”, he told AFP. But Charles, 73, will

by contrast be “an unattractive old man”
when he becomes king, Hazell added. “You
might have a difficult accession.” “There
might be a bit of a public campaign by
some of the tabloid newspapers for Prince
William to become the king,” he said of
Charlesʼ eldest son, aged 39.

William is second in line to the throne
and his son, Prince George, is third in the
succession. So even if the British monar-
chy does endure it is unlikely to have
another reigning queen for quite some
time. To maintain public support, the

monarchy will have to adapt to a world
that is very different from that of the last
century, said public relations expert Mark
Borkowski.

“Iʼm not sure anybody knows what the
shape of the monarchy will be but it cer-
tainly wonʼt be in the same shape as it

was whilst the Queen was alive,” he said.
“But they have to show a sense of
change,” as they did to a certain extent
after the death of princess Diana in 1997.

Reform 
Right-wing tabloid the Daily Mail has

reported that William respects his father
and grandmotherʼs approach “but
believes the monarchy should be ʻagileʼ to
survive and thrive”. William and his wife
Kate had a tumultuous tour of the
Caribbean in March, hit by anti-monarchy
protests and accusations of colonial over-
tones. “He is looking ahead to how things
will be in 40 yearsʼ time. He wants the
monarchy to continue to be a unifying
force, to bridge the gap,” the Mail wrote.

William is also open to a lesser role for
the monarchy in the Commonwealth, 14
of whose members other than the UK
have the queen as head of state.
Commonwealth member Barbados
ditched the queen as head of state last
November but Hazell doubts there will be
a domino effect leading back to the UK.
In any case, a referendum would be
needed for the UK to become a republic
but no one is calling for one and is not
seen as a political vote-winner. Besides,
he said, “the UK is a republic in all but
name”. “Our monarchy is a parliamentary
monarchy and a constitutional monarchy,
where the monarch has no effective polit-
ical power.”—AFP

In this file photo taken on June 02, 1953
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II (left) and Britain’s
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh wave to the
crowd from the Balcony at Buckingham
Palace, following her coronation.

In this file photo taken in 1933 Britain’s
Princess Margaret (left) and her older sister,
Britain’s future Queen Elizabeth II.

In this file photo taken on June 02, 1953 Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II (center) sits in Westminster Abbey on London on
June 2, 1953 during her coronation.

Queen Elizabeth
II’s 70 years on the
throne: Key dates

Q
ueen Elizabeth II is the longest-
serving monarch in British history,
and is this year celebrating her 70th

year on the throne.

1926: Royal birth 
Elizabeth Alexandra Mary Windsor is

born at 2:40 am on April 21, 1926 in
Mayfair, central London. She is the first
child of the Duke and Duchess of York,
who will become King George VI and
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.

1940: Move to Windsor 
As Nazi Germany bombs the British

capital, Elizabeth and her younger sister,
Princess Margaret, move to Windsor
Castle, west of London, for their safety.
During World War II, she trains as a military
vehicle mechanic.

1947: Marriage and family 
Princess Elizabeth marries Prince Philip

at Westminster Abbey. Their first child,
Prince Charles, is born in 1948. A daughter,
Anne, arrives in 1950, followed by Andrew
in 1960 and Edward in 1964.

1952: Princess to Queen 
Princess Elizabeth, then aged 25, is vis-

iting Kenya with Philip when her father dies
aged 56 on February 6, 1952. She cuts
short the trip and rushes back to Britain.

1953: The coronation 
She is crowned at Westminster Abbey

on June 2, 1953, in front of 8,500 assem-
bled guests. The ceremony is watched
across the world and leads to a surge in
sales of television sets.

1977: Silver Jubilee 
The queen reaffirms the vow of lifelong

service to Britain and the Commonwealth
she had made in a speech aged 21 in
1947. She tours the country and the
Commonwealth. Celebratory street parties
brighten the economic gloom of industrial
decline and strikes at home.

1992: ʻAnnus horribilisʼ 
Prince Charles separates from Princess

Diana, and Andrew splits from his wife,
Sarah. The queenʼs only daughter,
Princess Anne, divorces her husband,
Mark Phillips. Windsor Castle is also seri-
ously damaged by fire. The queen calls the
12 months her “annus horribilis”.

1997: Death of Diana 
Dianaʼs death in a car crash on August

31, 1997 rocks the royal family, provoking
rare criticism of the queen for continuing to
stay at her Balmoral estate in Scotland.

She eventually returns to Buckingham
Palace, where the Union Jack is lowered to
half-mast, and she makes a televised trib-
ute to Diana, helping to calm public anger.

2002: Golden Jubilee 
Celebrations for the queenʼs 50 years

on the throne come in the same year as
the deaths of her own mother and younger
sister Margaret, and show public support
for the monarchy.

Huge crowds gather on The Mall in cen-
tral London to watch Queen guitarist Brian
May play the national anthem from the roof
of Buckingham Palace before a star-stud-
ded pop concert.

2011: Ireland state visit 
The queenʼs high-profile visit to Ireland

is the first by a British monarch since the
Republic of Ireland won independence in
1922. An address in Irish, plus other sym-
bolic gestures, helps galvanise reconcilia-
tion and cement the peace process in
Northern Ireland, after years of conflict over
British rule.

2012: Olympics and Diamond Jubilee 
The queen and other senior royals visit

every region of Britain to mark her 60 years
on the throne. Beacons are lit across the
country, and a river pageant is held in
London. A surprise cameo for the monarch
alongside James Bond actor Daniel Craig
is a hit at the opening ceremony of the
2012 London Olympics.

2021: COVID, Philip, health fears 
The coronavirus pandemic forces the

ageing queen into self-isolation at Windsor,
from where she makes public appearances
over video conference. Prince Philip dies
aged 99 in April 2021, while later that year
fears grow for the queenʼs own health after
she spends a night in hospital and is forced
to cut back her duties.

2022: Platinum Jubilee 
On February 6, she becomes the first

monarch in British history to rule for 70
years. Four days of celebrations are
planned for early June.— AFP

P
ublic celebrations to mark Queen
Elizabeth IIʼs record-breaking 70-
year reign will take place over four

days next week.

Thursday June 2 
More than 1,200 soldiers from the

Household Division of the British Army
perform the “Trooping of the Color” cer-
emony to officially mark the queenʼs
birthday. The military pageant, com-
plete with musicians and horses, com-
bines pomp and tradition dating back
more than two centuries. The event cul-
minates with the royal familyʼs appear-
ance on the balcony of Buckingham
Palace, to wave to crowds and watch a
fly-past of military jets.

Appearances this year are restricted
to working royals only, which means no
Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, nor
Prince Andrew. More than 2,800 bea-
cons will be lit at the palace and across
the UK, including atop the countryʼs four
highest peaks, as well as on the
Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, and
British Overseas Territories. Flaming trib-
utes will be seen in 54 Commonwealth
capitals across five continents, from
Tonga and Samoa in the South Pacific
to Belize in the Caribbean. Nine bridges
over the River Thames in central
London will be lit up, as will the capitalʼs
landmark BT Tower, and several English
cathedrals.

Friday June 3 
A national service of thanksgiving for

the queenʼs record-breaking reign takes
place at Londonʼs St Paulʼs Cathedral,
featuring a rare ringing of the Great
Paul bell. Great Paul, cast in 1882, is
the largest church bell in the country. Its
mechanism broke in the 1970s but it
was restored to its former glory last
year. It has only been sounded eight

times since then, and never for a royal
occasion.

Saturday June 4 
A keen horseracing fan, the queen is

expected to attend the 243rd running of
the countryʼs most prestigious flat-rac-
ing event, The Derby, at Epsom Downs.
In the evening, some 22,000 people-
including 5,000 key workers such as
frontline medics-are expected to attend
the BBC Platinum Party at Buckingham
Palace. Performers include rockers
Queen + Adam Lambert, Motown leg-
end Diana Ross and Elton John. Alicia
Keys, Nile Rodgers and the Italian
tenor Andrea Bocelli are among others
lined up for the 2.5-hour musical extrav-
aganza.

Sunday 5th June 
More than 70,000 people have regis-

tered to host Big Jubilee Lunches, with
10 million expected to share food and
friendship with their neighbors, the gov-
ernment said. More than 600 lunches
have been planned throughout the
Commonwealth and beyond, from
Canada to Brazil, New Zealand to Japan
and South Africa to Switzerland. The
final day culminates with the Platinum
Jubilee Pageant-a public parade through
central London. The Mounted Band of
the Household Cavalry lead the Gold
State Coach-used to transport the
monarch at coronations and jubilees-to
Buckingham Palace. Some 10,000 peo-
ple are involved in a musical and cre-
ative display of how British society has
been transformed since the queen
acceded in 1952. It ends with the singing
of the national anthem, “God Save the
Queen”, outside the palace, led by
singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran. — AFP

Veteran royal 
photographer: 45 years
snapping the queen

T
he Sun newspaperʼs Arthur
Edwards, 81, has been photo-
graphing Queen Elizabeth II for 45

years, and describes her as an enduring
source of inspiration. But ahead of the
96-year-old monarchʼs Platinum Jubilee
celebrations, the veteran royal snapper
told AFP the royal family faces a “difficult
transition”.

What kind of person is the queen? 
“She was always the same every visit

you went on, nothing changed, she went
slow, at her own pace. She never, ever
was fazed. “Sheʼs never given an interview
so no one really knows her thoughts on
things. But you glean these little things
from people you talk to, like her dresser.
“For instance, she goes to her Balmoral
Scottish estate every year for a holiday. I
once said to her, ʻwhy donʼt you go some-
where else?ʼ and she said ʻwell, where can
I go?ʼ “The lady-in-waiting laughed and
came back to me and said she absolutely
loves it at Balmoral and I said ʻwhy?ʼ. She
said because for three months, people
ignore her. “And the reason she likes dogs
and horses is because they donʼt know
sheʼs the queen.”

Whatʼs going to happen over the
next few months? 

“It is going to be difficult, the transition.
Everybody just knows the queen: sheʼs on
every bank note, sheʼs on every coin, sheʼs
on every stamp. “The queen is just part of
our culture, itʼs part of our life. “The Prince
of Wales (heir to the throne Prince
Charles) has done tremendous work him-
self and I know that because Iʼve been
working with him closely. “Heʼs an incredi-
ble man, but itʼs going to be difficult.

“Heʼs done several things where he
stood in for the queen recently. He does
that without any fuss and people will see
that heʼs genuine and I think they will

accept him but it wonʼt be easy. “Heʼs fol-
lowing one of the most amazing monarchs
we ever had in this country. “She served in
the war. We now have got these problems
with (grandson Prince) Harry and all these
things she just copes with magnificently.
“Whenever things get tough here she goes
on television and she speaks to the nation.
When Diana died, she spoke to the nation.
With COVID, she spoke to the nation. She
is a woman that matters.”

How is she? 
“Last October I photographed her, she

was frail but she was stoic, she was mag-
nificent. “She was with Boris Johnson and
she was introduced to John Kerry from
America, Bill Gates... and she was fine.
“She was on her feet for an hour, but the
next day she went to hospital. “In the last
six months sheʼs become very frail, sheʼs
lost a lot of weight. The clothes have been
adjusted, the dresses are hanging on her
sometimes. “She takes doctorʼs advice.
The problem is... she wants to walk and
she canʼt. “And she doesnʼt want to
embarrass herself. I wrote a piece saying
she should get a wheelchair. Itʼs no
shame, but she, for some reason, wonʼt do
it. “If we donʼt see the queen over the
jubilee, thereʼll be millions of people disap-
pointed. “They come into London to see
the concert and they are going to see the
pageant, but what they really want to see
is the queen.”— AFP

The Sun newspaper’s Arthur Edwards

In this file photo Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II watches a military ceremony to mark her offi-
cial birthday at Windsor Castle in Windsor. — AFP photos


