
Celtics beat Heat
to reach brink 
of NBA Finals
MIAMI: Jaylen Brown scored 25 points and Jayson
Tatum added 22 as the Boston Celtics moved to the
brink of the NBA Finals on Wednesday by defeating
Miami 93-80.

Tatum also contributed game-highs of 12
rebounds and nine assists as the visiting Celtics
took a 3-2 edge in the best-of-seven Eastern
Conference finals series, which continues in Boston
on Friday. “We can’t think it’s over with,” Tatum said.
“We have to go home like we’re down 3-2, with that
sense of urgency. Not being satisfied. We’ve got
things to clean up, we’ve got to be playing better.
The job is not done yet.

“It’s far from over.”
The Celtics, who rallied from a 3-2 deficit to elim-

inate defending champion Milwaukee in the second
round, are one victory from reaching the NBA Finals
for the first time since 2010, when they lost to the
Los Angeles Lakers. They have not captured the
NBA crown since 2008, when they beat the Lakers.
“This is a great opportunity,” Brown said. “We have
an opportunity to do something special.”

The Celtics improved to 6-2 on the road in this
year’s playoffs. A physical, defensive-minded con-
test was decided late in the third quarter and early
in the fourth, when the Celtics went on a 24-2 run,
Brown scoring 13 in the spurt and Tatum adding
seven. “We just got it going offensively,” Brown
said. “We stopped turning the ball over. We cleaned
it up, made more shots and got settled in.”

The Celtics dominated the third quarter, outscor-
ing Miami 32-16 and closing the period with a 10-0
run for the largest lead to that point at 69-58 enter-
ing the fourth quarter. For the game, Brown hit 10-
of-19 from the floor, 5-of-9 from 3-point range.

“The game opened up in the second half,” Brown
said. “My team needed me to come out and
respond.” Miami went 4-for-22 shooting from the
floor in the third quarter. “The consecutive missed
open shots started to affect us on the other end,”
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. “As poorly as we
played offensively, we were able to compete defen-
sively and keep them to under 100.”

Boston then opened the fourth quarter with a 14-
2 run to seize command at 83-60 and the Celtics
held off Miami from there, an emphatic slam dunk
by Brown serving notice the visitors would not be
letting the Heat make the game dramatic over the
final minutes. “We played great defense in the first
half. We played great defense in the second half,”
Brown said. “Once we started shooting the ball
straight I knew we’d have a good half.”

Bam Adebayo led Miami with 18 points and also

added 10 rebounds. But the Heat shot only 30-of-
94 from the floor and 7-of-45 from 3-point range.
“We wear teams out defensively and make it hard
on them mentally and physically,” Celtics coach Ime
Udoka said. “If we do that we’re in good shape.”

The Heat’s starting backcourt, Max Strus and
Kyle Lowry, were a combined 0-of-15 from the
floor, 0-for-12 from 3-point range. “I’ve got to play
better,” Lowry said. “Tonight I played terrible.
When I get on the court I have to be better.”

Al Horford added 16 points, seven rebounds,
five assists and two blocks for the Celtics. The 35-
year-old Dominican center seeks his first NBA
crown.  “Al is old reliable,” Brown said. “He gives
us whatever we need.” Boston’s Marcus Smart
played despite a right ankle sprain and teammate
Robert Williams was on the court despite a left
knee injury. — AFP
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Verstappen heads to Monaco;
Leclerc awaits change of luck

MONACO: World champion Max Verstappen
heads home this weekend hoping to survive the
chaos and beat archrival and luckless local hero
Charles Leclerc again in Sunday’s 79th running of
the Monaco Grand Prix. Just days after leading his
team-mate Sergio Perez over the line in a Red Bull
one-two last weekend in Spain, the 24-year-old
Dutchman will bid for a repeat to consolidate his
grip at the top of this year’s title race.

Verstappen took control of the championship by
easing six points clear of Monegasque driver Leclerc
of Ferrari, who was forced into retirement at the
Circuit de Catalunya. He seeks a fourth consecutive
win and second in the classic contest in Sunday’s
potentially rain-affected race. “Qualifying is critical,
like always,” said the 2021 victor.

“Monaco is always a hectic weekend, but special.
The track is old school, narrow and it makes your
heart rate go so high it’s insane. We have to be con-
stantly on the edge. It’s a pretty crazy place with
Formula One cars! I finally won there last year - and it
was a massive relief to cross the line.”

Like Leclerc, who was born and lives in the
Mediterranean principality, Verstappen is based there
- for climatic and tax purposes - along with several
other drivers including seven-time champion Lewis
Hamilton, Valtteri Bottas, Lando Norris and Daniel
Ricciardo. As a result, they enjoy an intimate knowl-
edge of the circuit regarded as the most iconic and
glamorous on the F1 calendar, but also the rare luxury
of sleeping at home during a race weekend.

For Leclerc, however, that comfort has yet to be of
any help on the tight, unforgiving and sinuous barri-
er-lined street track that requires total concentration
and extraordinary driver skills. At just 3.337 kilome-

tres, it is the shortest on the calendar, offers few
overtaking opportunities, rapid and multiple gear
changes and tricky changes in elevation and direc-
tion. Only 42 percent of the lap is run at full speed,
the lowest of the year.

Despite knowing all this and having gone by bus to
school on the same stretches of asphalt, Leclerc has
yet to finish his home Grand Prix in three attempts
since 2018. Last year, after crashing on Saturday, he
could not start Sunday’s race.

‘Smallest mistake’
Before that, he had to retire after starting from

pole in a Formula Two race in 2017 and, more recently,
earlier this month, crashed a classic 1974 Ferrari,
raced by Niki Lauda, at a historic demonstration
event. Yet he remains calm and optimistic, hoping a
change to the classic Monaco routine this year - with
practice starting on Friday, and not Thursday, as was
once traditional - will help.

“I think it gives us the rhythm of the other races,
which could be good so I am looking forward to that
and giving it a go,” he said, deflecting any negative
thoughts after a power failure in Spain, while leading,
brought him his first DNF (Did Not Finish) of the sea-
son. “My attitude is always the same, regardless,” he
added. “Every point is valuable. We know that even
the smallest mistake can make a bid difference.”

After dominating practice and starting from pole in
Spain, Leclerc and Ferrari will hope they can continue
to set the pace, but they know Red Bull will be a
threat and reliability a key factor. “Since the start of
the season, the team that has done everything per-
fectly was the one to win. We will do everything to be
that team,” said Leclerc. “We have the confidence

that we can make it, which is a good starting point.”
After returning to competitive form with a heavily

upgraded car in Spain, where George Russell was
third and seven-time champion Lewis Hamilton fifth,
Mercedes will also be hopeful, but realistic. “We
made a big step and halved the advantage of the
front-runners,” said team chief Toto Wolff. “But
there’s still a long way to go. And Monaco was not

our happiest place in the past. My expectations are
lower than at any other circuit.”

Mercedes have won only once since 2016 after
winning four in a row and the unique showpiece race
has been Red Bull’s twice in three years since Ferrari’s
last win in 2017, with Sebastian Vettel. To many
observers, another Ferrari win and an end to Leclerc’s
agonies is long overdue. — AFP 

MONACO: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen signs autographs on the eve of the free practice sessions of the
Monaco Formula One Grand Prix at the Monaco street circuit on May 26, 2022. —AFP 

MIAMI: Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics shoots the ball against Gabe Vincent #2 of the Miami Heat during the
fourth quarter in Game Five of the 2022 NBA Playoffs Eastern Conference Finals at FTX Arena on May 25, 2022. — AFP  

Kohli hails Patidar
nerve as Bangalore
close on IPL crown
NEW DELHI: Virat Kohli praised the “very, very
special” performance of unlikely hero Rajat Patidar
after his match-winning ton put Royal Challengers
Bangalore two victories away from their first IPL
title. Patidar hit an unbeaten 112 to become the first
uncapped player in the Twenty20 tournament’s his-
tory to score a century in the play-offs as
Bangalore surged past Lucknow Super Giants on
Wednesday.

The Faf du Plessis-led side will take on Rajasthan
Royals in Friday’s second qualifier in Ahmedabad,
with the winners to take on Gujarat Titans in the
final two days later at the same venue. The 28-year-
old Patidar, a top-order batsman who was drafted
into the side midway through the tournament as an
injury replacement, came to Bangalore’s rescue
after the loss of Du Plessis for nought.

“I have seen many impact innings and many
innings under pressure over so many years, but I
have not seen better than how Rajat played today,”
Kohli said in a post-game chat with man of the
match and team-mate Patidar. “The magnitude of
the game was so big that I was feeling the tension in
the air because I have been in those situations
where you have to cross the line as a team,” added
Kohli, whose own usually blistering form with the
bat has come under scrutiny.

“So what he did was very, very special and I
don’t think that anyone should take that for granted.
You should understand the excellence of his innings
and appreciate as a cricketer to watch an innings
like that.” Patidar put on key partnerships including
a 66-run stand with Kohli, who made 25, and 92
runs with in-form wicketkeeper-batsman Dinesh
Karthik, who made 37 off 23 balls. — AFP

Kuwait continues
to top medals table
at Gulf Games
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The third Gulf Games being held in
Kuwait until May 31 enters its 12th day as Kuwait
continues to top the medals table. The volleyball com-
petition will conclude on Friday, with tennis to start.
Padel matches will resume, while the women’s 3x3
basketball will start on Saturday.

The volleyball finals will conclude on Friday at
Sheikh Saad Al-Abdallah Complex with UAE vs Qatar
at 3:00 pm, followed by Saudi Arabia vs Oman. The
final match of the day will be at 7:00 pm between
Kuwait and Bahrain. Qatar is on top of the standings
with 9 points, followed by Bahrain, also with 9 points,
Kuwait with 7 points, Oman with 5, Saudi Arabia 3 and
finally UAE, who are pointless. On Wednesday, Kuwait
beat Saudi Arabia 3-0, while Oman defeated UAE 31.

Kuwait handballers lose to Bahrain
Kuwait handball team lost to Bahrain 29-30

Wednesday in the opening of handball competitions,

as Kuwait failed to maintain their early lead in the first
half (19-14). In the second match, Qatar defeated
Saudi Arabia 33-20. Technical Director of Kuwait
Handball Association Dr Khalid Al-Sharji lauded the
performance of Kuwait, particularly in the first half.
“We are participating in the Gulf Games with the
youth team with some professional players, and all
have shown what we wanted from them. It was only
the lack of experience that caused them to lose,” he
said. Sharji asked everyone to stand behind the team
and help them in their Gulf mission, so that they per-
form better in the coming matches.

Team tennis starts today (Friday)
The team tennis competitions will resume on

Friday at 4:30 pm at Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah
International Tennis Complex with five teams par-
ticipating: Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE and
Bahrain. The singles semifinal matches resulted in
Kuwait’s Essa Qabazard beating Qatar’s Rashed
Nawaf 6-4, 4-6, 6-2. In the second match, Saudi
Arabia’s Omar Al-Haqbani defeated his compatriot
Saud Al-Haqbani 6-4, 6-3. In the doubles matches,
the Saudi Omar and Saud Al-Haqbani  team defeat-
ed Kuwait’s Ali Al-Shatti and Abdelhameed
Mubarak 6-1, 6-2. Qatar’s Mubarak Shanan and
Rashed Nawaf defeated Saudi Arabia’s Nawaf Omar
and Abdallah Al-Faraj 6-3, 6-2.

Second win for men’s and women’s padel
The padel competitions that are held for the first

time in the Gulf Games will have two matches on
Friday, the first between Qatar and UAE and the
second between Saudi Arabia with Bahrain.
Meanwhile, in the women’s competitions, Kuwait
will play UAE and Oman will play Bahrain. Kuwait
men’s padel team defeated Bahrain 3-0 (7-6, 6-2),
(6-2, 7-6), (2-6,6-4,6-4). UAE defeated Saudi
Arabia 2-1 (6-0, 6-1), (6-0, 6-2), (7-5,6-1). In the
women’s competition, Kuwait defeated Bahrain 2-1
(4-6, 6-3, 7-6), (6-0, 6-2), (6-1, 6-0). Oman defeat-
ed Saudi Arabia 2-1 (7-5, 6-2), (6-0, 6-0), while the
third set was won by Saudi Arabia (6-0, 6-3).

Bronze for Kuwait eSport team
Kuwait eSport team added another bronze medal

as it was third in the League of Legends competi-
tions, in which Saudi Arabia claimed gold and UAE
won silver.

Judo competitions conclude
Judo competitions were completed Wednesday

with four categories. In the under-81 kg, Bahrain’s
Aslerbii Gerbekov won the gold medal, Qatar’s
Mohammad Reyahi won silver, while the bronze
went to Kuwait’s Mohammad Mohammad. In the
under-90 kg, UAE’s Nugzari Tatalashvili  won the

gold medal, while Qatar’s Khalil Rabahi won silver
and Kuwait’s Yousuf Dashti won bronze.

In the under-100 kg, UAE’s Aram Grigorian won
gold, Saudi Naif Ammar won silver while Kuwait’s
Hamad Al-Rashed won bronze. In the over-100 kg
UAE’s Magomedomarov Magomedomar won gold,
while silver went to Bahrain’s Azamat Chotchaev
and the bronze to Kuwait’s Abdullah Taleb.

Kuwait basketball team wins silver
Kuwait basketball team took the silver medal

after losing to UAE 73-76 leaving the gold to UAE.
Kuwait’s player were not lucky in executing three-
pointers from free throws and it was too late for
them, though they cut the UAE’s lead to three
points. Meanwhile, the bronze went to Saudi Arabia
after defeating Bahrain 65-57. President of Kuwait
Basketball association Rasheed Al-Enezi lauded the
players’ efforts and described them as “heroes”
despite their loss in the final, adding that the team
beat all other teams, which goes to their credit.


