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New residency law stiffens 
penalties on visa traders

MP insists duration of visit visas remains limited to three months
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Head of the National Assembly’s interior 
and defense committee MP Saadoun Hammad said 
on Sunday that the main purpose of the sweeping 
amendments to the residency law is to toughen 
penalties on visa traders. Hammad said that the new 
draft law, approved by the committee on Thursday, 
raises jail terms for visa traders to up to five years 
from three years currently and increases the fine to 
KD 10,000 from KD 3,000.  

The lawmaker added that the penalty is repeated 
for each case of visa trading and is doubled in case 
of repetition or in case the convict is a civil servant. 
Authorities in Kuwait have been cracking down on 
visa traders who recruit expat laborers to Kuwait 
against illegal fees and then fail to provide them 
with jobs. In recent months, the government has 
referred several cases of suspected visa trading to 
courts, which have passed various verdicts.  

Hammad said that according to the bill, the maximum 
duration of visit visas for foreigners is three months, and 
not one year as claimed by some MPs. Visitors must 
then leave the country unless they manage to obtain a 

legal residence permit, the lawmaker said. 
Hammad stressed that the duration of a normal 

residency permit is for five years, which can be 
renewed on expiry, denying reports that such resi-
dencies cannot be renewed, forcing expats to leave 
the country. He said the same applies to residency 
permits valid for 10 years given to children of 
Kuwaiti women and owners of real estate. 

Hammad said the bill grants for the first time for-
eign investors with residency permits valid for up to 
15 years, and the guidelines and conditions for such 
visas will be set by the government. The new bill 
also regulates the residency of domestic helpers 
and limits its duration with the duration of the work 
contract, which can be renewed, Hammad said. 

He added that domestic helpers are not allowed 
to change their work without the approval of the 
sponsor. Domestic helpers are not allowed to stay 
outside Kuwait for more than four months, other-
wise they will lose their residency. According to the 
draft law, sponsors or employers will bear the cost 
of deporting expats unless they are il legally 
employed or given shelter by others, who will then 
pay the cost. 

MOSCOW: Russia has affirmed its determination 
to pursue elevating the level of “traditional and 
friendly relations with Kuwait in diverse sectors”. 
The Russian foreign ministry said in a statement, 
posted on its website, that the Special 
Representative of the President of Russia for the 
Middle East and North Africa, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mikhail Bogdanov, affirmed Moscow’s 
stance toward Kuwait during a celebration held by 
the ministry in honor of Kuwaiti Ambassador 
Abdulaziz Al-Adwani on the occasion of his 
tenure’s conclusion. 

The statement affirmed the two countries’ 
resolve to evolve the traditional and friendly 

Continued on Page 6 

Russia firm on 
boosting ties 
with Kuwait

MOSCOW: Kuwaiti Ambassador Abdulaziz Al-
Adwani receives the Order of Friendship in appre-
ciation for his efforts to bolster Kuwait-Russian 
relations. — KUNA 

BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities on Sunday arrest-
ed a Saudi man at Beirut airport who attempted to 
smuggle 18.3 kilograms of the illegal stimulant 
Captagon out of the country, the interior ministry 
said. Lebanon’s interior ministry said in a state-
ment that the drugs were destined for Kuwait. The 
ministry added that the man is a Saudi citizen and 
a Kuwait resident who holds documents saying he 
works in “security” there. Under its normal prac-
tice, it did not name the suspect. 

Trade in Captagon in the Middle East grew 
exponentially in 2021 to top $5 billion, posing an 
increasing health and security risk to the region, 
a report by the New Lines Institute said in April. 
Syria is the main producer of the amphetamine-
type drug, and Saudi Arabia the main consumer.  
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JERUSALEM: A Palestinian man raises a shoe against Zionists waving their national flags at Jerusalem 
Gate on May 29, 2022. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Thousands of Zionists on Sunday 
started the annual nationalist “flag march” through 
Jerusalem that regularly stokes Palestinian anger, a 
year after tensions in the disputed Holy City 
exploded into war. Some 2,000 police were 
deployed for the event that marks the Zionist enti-
ty’s 1967 capture of east Jerusalem, home of the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound. 

Across annexed east Jerusalem, many Palestinian 
flags flew from rooftops ahead of the “Jerusalem 
Day” march, which began at 4:00 pm (1300 GMT) 
in west Jerusalem, with participants heading 
towards the Old City. Earlier Sunday, flag-waving 
Jewish nationalists chanting pro-Zionist slogans, 
among them a far-right lawmaker, visited Al-Aqsa. 

Isolated clashes broke out at the Old City’s 
Damascus Gate where dozens of Zionist nationalists 
danced in front of Palestinians, one of whom raised 
his shoe in an Arab insult. Police reported more than 

Continued on Page 6 

Tensions over 
Zionist march 
in Jerusalem

NASIRIYAH, Iraq: Spraying a cow with pesti-
cides, health workers target blood-sucking ticks at 
the heart of Iraq’s worst detected outbreak of a 
fever that causes people to bleed to death. The sight 
of the health workers, dressed in full protective kit, 
is one that has become common in the Iraqi coun-
tryside, as the Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever 
spreads, jumping from animals to humans. 

This year Iraq has recorded 19 deaths among 111 
CCHF cases in humans, according to the World 
Health Organization. The virus has no vaccine and 
onset can be swift, causing severe bleeding both 
internally and externally and especially from the 
nose. It causes death in as many as two-fifths of 
cases, according to medics. “The number of cases 
recorded is unprecedented,” said Haidar Hantouche, 
a health official in Dhi Qar province. 

A poor farming region in southern Iraq, the 

province accounts for nearly half of Iraq’s cases. In 
previous years, cases could be counted “on the fin-
gers of one hand”, he added. Transmitted by ticks, 
hosts of the virus include both wild and farmed ani-
mals such as buffalo, cattle, goats and sheep, all of 
which are common in Dhi Qar. 

In the village of Al-Bujari, a team disinfects ani-
mals in a stable next to a house where a woman was 
infected.  
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Fatal nosebleed 
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DHI QAR, Iraq: A worker from the health department 
disinfects calves at a small farm near a house in the 
village of Al-Bojari on May 25, 2022. — AFP 

AMMAN: Jordan-based artist Maria Nissan is on a 
mission: To rid the world of single-use plastics and 
to raise public awareness about the environmental 
scourge through eye-catching art. One of her best-
known murals graces the side of a building in the 
capital Amman, a giant work made from more than 
2,000 plastic bottles, almost 1,000 shopping bags 
and over 150 hookah pipe hoses. 

A US citizen of Iraqi origin, Nissan said she 
became enchanted with Amman when she first visit-
ed three years ago, but also felt “frustration and 
anger” at the piles of garbage on the streets and in 
areas of natural beauty. “Despite the beauty of the 
city, walking its streets can be a journey filled with 
all kinds of trash,” the 35-year-old said. 

“My eyes cannot turn away from the abundant 
shiny plastic bags, glass bottles, soda cans, candy 
bar wrappers,” said Nissan, who occasionally sports 

a dress made from a sturdy blue Ikea bag. Trained in 
painting and drawing in the United States and Italy, 
Nissan decided to collect and repurpose the trash to 
create art - often collages themed on women’s faces, 
flowers and Oriental motifs. — AFP (See Page 12) 

Jordan’s plastic 
trash turned into 
art with message

AMMAN: Maria Nissan, an environmental activist and 
artist, creates an art installation from plastic waste 
collected from the streets on May 17, 2022. — AFP 


