
News in brief
Amir congratulates
Philippine President

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent on
Sunday a cable of congratulations to the
newly e lected President  of  Phi l ippines
Ferdinand Marcos Jr, wishing the friendly
country further progress and prosperity. His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah also sent similar cables.

Crown Prince
receives officials

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
rece ived at  Bayan Pa lace  on  Sunday
Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq
Al-Ghanem. His Highness Sheikh Mishal also
received His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and Deputy  Pr ime Min is ter  and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah. 

Domestic helpers
could lose residency 

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry issued a
reminder that domestic helpers’ residency
visas (article 20) would be terminated if they
stay outs ide Kuwait  for  more than s ix
months. The period of absence is calculated
for helpers located outside Kuwait from
December 1 , 2021 . The ministry urged
employers to submit a request for extension
if required at the MOI service centers and
Residency Affairs Departments before May
31, 2022; otherwise, the visa will be terminat-
ed after that date.

US Dollar
at KD 0.305

KUWAIT: The US Dollar traded Sunday at
KD 0.305 and the Euro climbed by 0.30
percent to reach KD 0.327 compared with
Thursday’s  rates . The Centra l  Bank of
Kuwait (CBK) said in its daily bulletin the
British sterling pound rose by 0.27 percent
to reach KD 0.358, the Swiss  f ranc
increased by 0.046 percent to KD 0.317 and
the Japanese Yen climbed by 0.19 percent to
KD 0.0024. The CBK publishes daily aver-
age exchange rates that do not necessarily
reflect actual prices of the currencies’ trade
for the day.
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Photo of the Day

Handloom expo at Sadu House 
showcases textile crafts of India
Indian embassy, NCCAL open three-day exhibition

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: Indian Embassy, Kuwait, in association with
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL),
on Sunday inaugurated a three-day exhibition of Indian
handlooms at Sadu House, showcasing the vibrant textile
crafts of India that reflect the country’s cultural richness
and diversity. The exhibition was jointly inaugurated by
Indian Ambassador Sibi George and NCCAL’s Assistant
Secretary-General for Cultural Affairs Dr Bader Al-
Duwaish.  

“The Sadu House museum is a place where one could
see the strong connect between India and Kuwait in tex-
tiles industry particularly in the handloom sector. For
many generations, Kuwaiti weavers were importing dyes
from India. I am happy that this exhibition is held at Sadu
House today. I thank NCCAL and Sadu House for the
support,” the Ambassador said in his opening remarks.

The exhibition is organized as part of the 60th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between India and Kuwait. The handloom industry in
India has a long tradition of excellent craftsmanship, rep-

resenting and preserving the vibrant Indian culture. Each
region of India has its own textile tradition. Handloom
products in diverse variety and style from Jammu and
Kashmir to Kerala and Tamil Nadu, from North East to
Rajasthan and Gujarat, are on display at the exhibition.
“It is both culture and business in action together in this
exhibition. In its economic transformation, India considers
all the GCC countries including Kuwait as our natural
partners. In our relation with Kuwait, there exists an
opportunity to enhance our presence in sectors where
we have been traditionally strong,” the ambassador
pointed out.

He identified many sectors such as food materials,
textiles, chemicals, gems and jewelry, engineering
machinery etc, where Kuwait and India are traditionally
partners. “In the long-term, we could move up the value
chain in several sectors such as pharmaceuticals, elec-
tronics, design outsourcing, development of cutting-
edge technologies, ICT and AI across several sectors. It
is in this context that this exhibition gains significance. It
is part of our efforts to celebrate our cultural connect
and at the same time enhance our economic engagement

with Kuwait,” he added. 
One of the oldest industries, Indian handloom sector

is varied, with hand-spun and hand-woven textiles sec-
tors at one end of the spectrum, while the capital-inten-
sive sophisticated mills sector on the other end. India is
the world’s second largest exporter of textiles and cloth-
ing. The Indian textiles and apparel industry contributes
12 percent to export earnings and holds five percent of
the global trade in textiles and apparel. It is expected to
grow to $190 billion by financial year 2026. The industry
has a strong infrastructure with about 2.4 million looms
of varied designs and construction. The export of hand-
loom products from India is valued at around $350 mil-
lion annually. Nearly 15 percent of cloth production in
India is from the handloom sector, he informed. 

“I invite our Kuwaiti friends to be partners in India’s
economic progress and try out more Indian products,”
he added. In June last year, the Indian embassy launched
yearlong celebrations, holding a series of joint events
with NCCAL covering the entire spectrum of culture, art
and letters to mark the 60th anniversary of establishment
of diplomatic relations between Kuwait and India.

KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sibi George and NCCAL’s Assistant Secretary-General for
Cultural Affairs Dr Bader Al-Duwaish jointly inaugurate the handloom exhibition at Sadu
House on Sunday.  

Dr Bader Al-Duwaish, accompanied by Sibi George, takes a look at a product on display at
the exhibition.

KFH: 25,000+
plastic bottles
collected in 5 hours
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House “KFH” participated
in an awareness initiative to encourage the culture of
recycling and preservation of environment as part of its
social responsibility, sustainability strategy and “Keep
It Green” campaign. The campaign acts as an umbrella
covering several environmental projects and initiatives.  

The initiative, held at Assima Mall in collaboration
with PUFF, witnessed unprecedented attendance by
society members from different ages including children.
Environment friendly PUFF bottle was distributed for
every 5 plastic bottles. 

Group DGM, Public Relations and Media, Yousef
Al-Ruwaieh, said that the initiative has participated in
the collection of more than 25,000 plastic bottles with-
in five hours for recycling, thus depicting the significant
social awareness on the need to maintain environment
and enhance the recycling culture. Also, it reflects soci-
ety’s interest in taking part in environmental and sus-
tainability initiatives. 

He noted that the initiative has witnessed tremen-
dous praise and admiration by Assima mall visitors who
participated in exchanging plastic bottles for environ-
ment friendly PUFF bottles. They expressed the need
to execute such initiatives to enhance the spread of the
environment sustainability development culture as part
of the world’s tendency in this respect. 

“Keep it green”
Ruwaieh said that KFH has launched several environ-

mental initiatives under the umbrella of “Keep it green”
campaign including signing a strategic partnership with
the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and Fish
Resources. 

KFH has signed a
strategic partnership with
the Sedra initiative and the
voluntary green dream
team which includes vari-
ous environmental proj-
ects and activities in the
field of plantation and mit-
igation of carbon emis-
sions. He emphasized that
the “Carbon Offset” plat-
form, designed by “Sedra”,
is the first platform in
Kuwait through which

carbon emission may be mitigated and other future
environment projects may be launched. Ruwaieh
added saying “To crown the strategic partnership
between KFH, Sedra and the green dream team, KFH
has participated in supporting the initial stage of the
project which comprises the plantation of 500 trees
and providing 3 years care which is the average care
period required for the tree to be self-sufficient. 

Cleaning Kubbar Island 
KFH voluntary team has participated in cleaning

Kubbar island in collaboration with the Public
Environment Authority and the Coast Guard. KFH is
the first bank at the private sector level to support the
Agrivage initiative which was established by Kuwaiti
youth to transform vegetables and fruits leftovers into
manure for the soil. 

Environment Friendly Banking Cards 
KFH provides 5 products of KFH smart plastic

bank cards which are 85.5 percent made of recycled
plastic of high global quality and specifications
according to the highest environment sustainability
standards and certified by specialized global organi-
zations e.g. Visa, MasterCard, IDEAMIA card industry.
This industry is the first of its kind in Kuwait as envi-
ronment friendly initiatives and banking cards compli-

ant to global sustainability practices. 
KFH owns an environment friendly KFH Auto show-

room fully compatible with green buildings’ standards
and global sustainability standards. It is the largest auto
showroom in the Middle East covering a total area of
38,000 square meters. 

Sustainability Report Release 
KFH released the sustainability report as part of its

group integrated sustainability strategy. The report
covers environment, society, financial inclusiveness,
employees’ rights, customer protection and gover-
nance manual in KFH activities, management, and
operations at the operational and business continuity
levels to achieve an added value for shareholders,
customers, partners and interested persons. 

Ruwaieh affirmed that KFH is continuing its efforts
in “Keep it green” campaign to support various envi-
ronment initiatives while ensuring to go ahead in its
sustainable development strategy. He highlighted that
KFH group has the means to be on the right track of

sustainable strategy according to the latest interna-
tional standards, calibers, and frameworks. 

From his side, the CEO of “PUFF” company,
Abdullah Al-Habib said that the company is keen on
supporting the initiatives related to environment
preservation, plastic materials usage codification and
benefiting from all available resources. 

He added that “We at “PUFF” are proud to have
organized this initiative. We have participated in the
collection of more than 25,000 plastic bottles with a
wide support from the public who are the essence of
this success. We shall donate these materials to special-
ized companies to recycle the plastic and use it in man-
ufacturing different materials that would benefit society
and the world in general.”

Habib indicated that PUFF is continuing to support
the initiatives that would bring benefit to environment
and society. He urged all companies and individuals to
participate and support such healthy events that have a
positive impact on human beings and all creatures on
the face of this earth at present and in the future.

Yousef Al-Ruwaieh

KUWAIT: Large turnout in response to the initiative. 


