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KUWAIT:  Kuwai t  added  s i l ver  and  bronze
medals to its tally at the end of the 13th day of
the Third Gulf Games hosted by Kuwait. The
Ladies Padel team won the silver medal while
the men’s team won bronze. Kuwait maintained
its lead in the medals table with a total of 77
medals (28 gold, 22 silver, 27 bronze); Bahrain
remained in second with 56 (20 gold, 21 silver,
15 bronze); UAE moved to third place with 42
medals (17 gold, 14 silver, 11 bronze);  Qatar is
fourth with 46 medals (14 gold, 19 si lver, 13
bronze);  Oman moved to f i f th place with 29

medals (12 gold, 5 silver, 12 bronze) while Saudi
Arabia dropped to s ixth with 53 medals  (11
gold, 18 silver and 24 bronze).

In the women’s Padel matches, Kuwait lost its
final match (1-2) to gold medalist Oman. The
bronze went to UAE as they beat the Saudi team
with the same result. Meanwhile, the men’s team
took the bronze medal , a f ter  los ing to gold
medalist Qatar 0-3 as UAE claimed the silver
medal.

Sports media 
Pres ident  o f  Kuwai t  O lympic  Commit tee

Sheikh Fahad Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

lauded the efforts of the Gulf sports media in
covering the events which contributed to the
success of the games at the media level. Sheikh
Fahad Al-Nasser who visited the media center in
the presence of the heads of the Gulf media del-
egations on Saturday said the outstanding job of
journalists and media crew in covering all com-
petitions had a good effect in promoting the
games.

Handball 
Qatar continues to lead the handball standings

after defeating Kuwait 24-23 in their match on
Saturday in the third round. Bahrain defeated UAE

26-25. Qatar team raised their points total to 6;
Bahrain grabbed 4 points and Kuwait took the third
place with one point. Saudi Arabia secured the fourth
place with 1 point while UAE remained pointless.

Tennis 
Kuwait Tennis Team defeated UAE 3-0. In the

f irst  s ingles match, Essa Qabazard beat
Abderahman Al-Janahi  6-4, 7-6 whi le
Abdelhameed Mubarak defeated Fahad Al-Janahi
6-1,6-3. The doubles match saw Kuwait’s Ali Al-
Shatti and Bader Antar winning their match 6-0,
6-0. Saudi Arabia defeated Bahrain 3-0. Ammar
Al-Haqbani defeated Yousuf Qaed 6-1,6-3.

Kuwait grabs 77 medals 
at the Third Gulf Games

Djokovic cruises 
closer to Rafael 
Nadal clash 
PARIS: World number one and defending cham-
pion Novak Djokovic reached a 16th French Open
quarter-final on Sunday where old rival and 13-
time winner Rafael Nadal could be waiting.
Djokovic, bidding to equal Nadal’s record of 21
Grand Slam titles, eased to a 6-1, 6-3, 6-3 last-16
victory against 15th seed Diego Schwartzman of
Argentina. “I have a lot of respect for him
(Schwartzman). He’s a good person off the court,”
said Djokovic who has now beaten Schwartzman
seven times in seven meetings.

Djokovic is sti l l  to drop a set at Roland
Garros after cruising through the first week. He
has also won 22 sets in a row, stretching back to
his Italian Open title triumph in Rome earlier this
month. “I’ve made a good start but I have a lot of
work to do,” added Djokovic who will face
Nadal for the 10th time at Roland Garros and
59th overall if the Spaniard defeats Felix Auger-
Aliassime later Sunday.

In an interesting twist, Auger-Aliassime has

Nadal’s uncle and former long-time coach Toni
working with him. Toni coached his nephew for
the best part of three decades during which time
Nadal won 16 of his record 21 Slam titles. When
asked if he will divulge to Auger-Aliassime the
secret of how to become just the third man to
defeat Nadal at Roland Garros, the 61-year-old
coach was unequivocal.

‘Ethics’ 
“Of course not. I told Felix that my ethics do

not allow me to give him advice on beating my
nephew. It’s as if I were telling someone how to
defeat my own son,” said Toni ahead of his first
meeting with Rafael since their split. Toni said he
would not sit in Auger-Aliassime’s player box for
the match, taking his place instead in the presi-
dential box on Court Philippe Chatrier.

In the wide open women’s event, which saw
nine of the top 10 seeds fall before the second
week, Canadian teenager Leylah Fernandez
reached the quarter-finals for the first time.
Fernandez, seeded 17th, and who was US Open
runner-up last year, fired an impressive 40 win-
ners past 2019 semi-finalist Amanda Anisimova
to secure a 6-3, 4-6, 6-3 win. The 19-year-old
has made the quarter-finals on the back of an
impressive 23 service breaks over four rounds at
Roland Garros. —AFP

Ahly seeking historic 
third straight African 
title amid venue fury
JOHANNESBURG: Egyptian outfit Al Ahly go
into the CAF Champions League final against
Moroccan  hosts  Wydad Casab lanca  on
Monday thrilled to be on the verge of creating
history but furious at the choice of venue.
Ahly are among four teams who have won the
marquee African club competition twice in a
row since its 1964 debut, but all of them failed
when attempting to secure a third straight
success.

Having flopped in 2007 and 2014, the Cairo
Red Devils have a third chance after victories
over fel low Egyptians Zamalek and South
Africans Kaizer Chiefs in the previous two title
deciders. But hopes of further glory suffered a
huge blow when the Confederation of African
Football (CAF) controversially decided to stage
the final at the Stade Mohammed V, the home
ground of Wydad.

CAF said Morocco and Senegal were the
only countries who applied to host the high-

light of the African club calendar and the
west Africans later withdrew, without offer-
ing  an  exp lanat ion . Angry  Ah ly  o f f i c ia l s
a sked  the  Swi t z e r l a nd-ba sed  Co ur t  o f
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) - the highest
legal body in sport-to force CAF to choose a
neutral venue instead, but the appeal failed.
Playing in  Casablanca means Wydad wi l l
have the backing of about 35,000 supporters
in a crowd limited to 45,000 - two thirds of
the capacity.

Wydad fans rank among the most passion-
ate and partisan in Africa with their limitless
energy enabling them to sing, cheer and dance
whenever their heroes have the ball, and boo
when opponents  have i t . However, South
Afr ica-born Ahly coach Pi tso Mosimane
believes Ahly can succeed and win the compe-
tition a record-extending 11th time since first
conquering the continent 40 years ago. “I want
to win every competition Ahly are involved in.
Our mil l ions of supporters expect nothing
less,” he told the Egyptian media.

“(Portuguese coach) Manuel Jose had sever-
al spells as Ahly coach and achieved a great
deal-but he could not win every competition. “I
do not know whether I can surpass him in
terms of the number of titles Ahly win, but I am
certainly going to try.” —AFP

Kuwait maintains lead; Bahrain remains second


