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SAINT-DENIS, France: Real Madrid’s Brazilian defender Marcelo lifts the Champions League trophy after Madrid’s victory in the UEFA Champions League final against Liverpool at the Stade de France north of Paris on May 28, 2022. —AFP 

PARIS: Vinicius Junior scored the only goal of the
game as Real Madrid beat Liverpool 1-0 in
Saturday’s Champions League final in Paris to
become kings of Europe for a record-extending 14th
time after a night marred by problems outside the
ground that led to the kick-off being delayed by
over half an hour. Brazilian winger Vinicius turned in
Fede Valverde’s low cross in the 59th minute at the
Stade de France and Liverpool could not find an
equaliser as Jurgen Klopp’s side lost to the Spanish
giants in a Champions League final for the second
time in five seasons.

Liverpool will wonder what might have been had
the outstanding Thibaut Courtois not pushed Sadio
Mane’s shot onto the inside of a post when they were
on top in the first half, as they fell short of a trophy
treble. Winners of the English League Cup and FA
Cup this season, they just missed out to Manchester
City for the Premier League title and were denied a
victory here which would have put them level with
AC Milan on seven European Cups. “These boys
played an outstanding season. The two competitions
we couldn’t win, we didn’t win for the smallest possi-
ble margin,” said Klopp.

Instead Real have a fifth Champions League in
nine seasons to go with their Spanish title, as Carlo
Ancelotti becomes the first coach to win European
club football’s greatest prize for a fourth time.

Ancelotti was also in charge of Real when they won
the 2014 final having triumphed with AC Milan in
2003 and in 2007, the latter victory coming against
Liverpool. “We managed the game very well,” said
Ancelotti, who called himself “a record man”. “I had
luck to come here last year and have a fantastic sea-
son. A fantastic club, a really good squad with a lot of
quality and mental character,” he said.

Delayed kick-off 
The match kicked off 35 minutes later than the

planned 9:00 pm start in the French capital after
chaos at entrances to the stadium led to thousands
of Liverpool fans being unable to get to their
seats. UEFA blamed the build-ups of supporters at
the gates of the stadium on “thousands of fans who
had purchased fake tickets which did not work in
the turnstiles”.

Police also fired tear gas as a handful of younger
fans could be seen trying to scale fences around the
perimeter of the stadium. The final was only moved to
the French capital after Saint-Petersburg was
stripped of the game following Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The delayed kick-off may have been
responsible for the slow start to the game, as it was
16 minutes before there was an incident of note,
Mohamed Salah turning a low Trent Alexander-
Arnold cross towards goal only for Courtois to save.

Liverpool were seen as favorites to avenge their
loss to the Spanish giants in the 2018 final in Kyiv and
they began to take control of the game. Mane came
agonizingly close in the 21st minute as he skipped his
way into a shooting position inside the box only for
Courtois to tip his net-bound shot onto his right-
hand post. Klopp’s side, with Fabinho and Thiago
Alcantara starting in midfield after overcoming fit-
ness worries, were in control but could not turn their
superiority into a lead.

Outstanding Courtois 
Real, meanwhile, created almost nothing in the first

half with Karim Benzema quiet, but their captain briefly
thought he had got the breakthrough two minutes
before the interval. The Frenchman prodded home after
the ball broke back to him inside the area but the off-
side flag was raised. The decision to disallow the goal
was upheld after a lengthy VAR check, despite Fabinho
deflecting Valverde’s touch through to Benzema. Yet
Ancelotti’s side kept their nerve and were rewarded
with the goal as the hour mark approached. Valverde
drove forward down the right before firing a low ball
across the face of goal for Vinicius to turn it in at the
far post past his Brazilian national team colleague
Alisson.  Just like in 2018, Real had drawn first blood,
but this time there was no need for them to send on
Gareth Bale in order to ensure victory. — AFP 

Real Madrid crowned ‘King of Europe’
Vinicius strikes as Real beat Liverpool in Champions League final

Salah’s Egyptian fans 
share in Champions 
League misery
CAIRO: Donning Liverpool jerseys, Egyptian soc-
cer fans cheered “Mo Salah! Mo Salah” even as
they struggled to hide their disappointment over the
Reds’ loss to Real Madrid in the Champions League
final. It was another blow for Mohamed Salah who
was reduced to tears twice earlier this year follow-
ing Egypt’s losses to Senegal in both the African
Cup of Nations final and the World Cup play-off. To
rub salt into his wounds Salah missed a penalty in
the penalty shootout defeat to Senegal in the World
Cup play-off. In those matches, Liverpool’s African
stars Salah and the Senegalese Sadio Mane were on
opposing camps.

On Saturday, they suffered in defeat together.
“It’s really not the year of Salah,” said Youssef
Mohammed, a 21-year-old accounting student,
wearing a Liverpool jersey, at a Cairo park where a
giant screen was installed for the match. “We had
more chances, better ball possession, but less luck,
so in the end, Real stole the victory from us”, says
37-year-old Khaled Youssef. Youssef, a leading
member of the official Egyptian Liverpool support-
ers club, which has 215,000 followers on Facebook,
says supporting the Reds and being Egyptian
makes him “the least fortunate fan in the world.”

‘Disaster’ 
For many in Egypt, where public gatherings are

effectively prohibited, football offers a rare avenue
for distraction away from daily struggles including
a heightened inflation rate which Moody’s warned
could raise instability and social tensions. On
Saturday, fans filled cafes across Cairo, sporting
red scarves, waving flags to the Liverpool anthem

of “you’ll never walk alone” hoping for a victory
against the Spanish side. All prayed, danced, and
chanted in the hopes of another Liverpool win
similar to that of the 2019 Champions League
when they beat Tottenham Hotspur. Salah wished
that “the 2022 final will be different from that of
2018,” when he went off injured and Real Madrid
beat them 3-1.

“We have a score to settle,” Salah said on social
media moments after Real Madrid set up a re-
match with Liverpool. Heads slumped in Cairo as
the referee signaled the match’s end with Real
Madrid winning 1-0. “It is the latest disaster in a
repeat scenario,” said Amr Said, a 35-year-old
engineer who is also a member of Liverpool’s

Official Egyptian Supporters’ Club. Liverpool were
hoping to win their seventh European Cup which
would have been the ideal pick me up a week after
they narrowly lost out to Manchester City in the
Premier League title race.

Salah and Liverpool will have to be content with
lifting the FA and League Cup. Salah is still an icon
for millions in Egypt where he often features on
giant billboards across the capital, Cairo. He often
springs up on TV ads for everything from a national
anti-drugs campaign to promotions for soft drinks
and luxury residences. Despite the disappointment
over Salah’s loss, Egypt is gearing up for Monday’s
African Champions League final pitting Cairo giants
Al Ahly against Wydad Casablanca. — AFP

SAINT-DENIS: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah reacts on the pitch after a foul during the UEFA Champions
League final football match between Liverpool and Real Madrid on May 28, 2022. —AFP

British politicians
and fans condemn
final chaos
LONDON: British politicians and fans on
Sunday condemned the treatment of fans
around the stadium before Saturday’s
Champions League final, when French police
sprayed tear gas on Liverpool supporters.
Northern Ireland Secretary Brandon Lewis told
Sky News on Sunday: “It is concerning to see
that people either didn’t get into the stadium or
were ... treated with a very aggressive
approach.”

Earlier the politician who oversees the sector,
the Secretary for Digital, Culture, Media and
Sport Nadine Dorries, tweeted of “troubling
reports” from the stadium. A Liverpool MP from
the opposition Labour Party, Ian Byrne, tweeted
that “I’ve just endured one of the worst experi-
ences in my life. Horrendous security and
organization putting lives at risk”. Merseyside
Police said in a statement that there were “dis-
tressing scenes at the match,” where its officers
were deployed.

The force insisted “the vast majority of fans
behaved in an exemplary manner”. Liverpool
players were set to take part in an open-top bus
parade through the city on Sunday afternoon
despite losing in Paris. Police said the city would
be “very busy”. Liverpool Mayor Joanne
Anderson tweeted: “I know many have had a
distressing time,” adding that she supported the
club’s “call for an explanation into what hap-
pened before kick off.”

Liverpool supporters’ association Spirit of
Shankly wrote on Twitter that “Last night was
totally shambolic & extremely dangerous - we
are gathering evidence from fans &
@FansEurope and will be making a statement
later.” One fan, Paul Machin said in a YouTube
video that what he witnessed in Paris was
“unlike anything I’ve seen at a football match
before”, condemning “totally and utterly repre-
hensible behavior from the French police who
were an absolute disgrace”.

Another fan, Andrew Whittle, told Sky News
that “Everyone was just funnelled into one
place” and the crush “was a real Hillsborough
sort of moment”, referring to the 1989 stadium
disaster at a Liverpool match. Former Liverpool
defender Jim Beglin tweeted that after the match
“organised gangs set about mugging departing
fans”  with “not a police officer in sight”.

Another former Liverpool star Kenny Dalglish
said on Twitter that “the way they (fans) were
treated by authorities was an absolute joke.
Nobody should ever be afraid to go to a football
game.” European football governing body UEFA
blamed “fake tickets which did not work in the
turnstiles” for a 35-minute delay to the final
between Liverpool and Real Madrid. UEFA said
French police had fired tear gas to disperse
thousands of frustrated fans who were building
up outside the Stade de France as a result of the
fake tickets issue. — AFP 


