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Kuwaitis in Turkey ‘safe’;  
Syrian woman arrested 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Consulate General in Istanbul 
has assured that the Kuwaiti nationals in the city are 
safe and were not affected by the blast. The con-
sulate said that it contacted Turkish authorities as 
soon as the blast happened to reassure about 
Kuwaitis. The Turkish authorities affirmed that there 
was not any Kuwaiti national amongst the casual-
ties. The consulate appealed to its nationals in 
Istanbul to be vigilant and cautious, and stay away 
from gatherings as well as follow instructions of the 
Turkish authorities. The Kuwaitis are advised by the 
consulate to contact in case of emergency at: 
+905306902097.  

Meanwhile, Turkey on Monday accused a Syrian 
woman of planting a bomb that killed six people in 
Istanbul, blaming the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) of carrying out the attack. Two girls, 
aged nine and 15, were among those killed when the 
bomb exploded shortly after 4:00 pm on Sunday in 
Istiklal Avenue, home to smart boutiques and 
European consulates. More than 80 other people 
were wounded. 

“The person who planted the bomb has been 
arrested,” Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu said in 
a statement broadcast by the official Anadolu news 
agency early Monday. “According to our findings, 
the PKK terrorist organization is responsible,” 
Soylu said. The PKK, blacklisted as a terrorist 

group by Ankara and its Western allies, has waged a 
deadly insurgency for Kurdish self-rule in south-
eastern Turkey since the 1980s. 

It denied any role in the latest attack. “Our peo-
ple and the democratic public know closely that we 
are not related to this incident, that we will not 
directly target civilians and that we do not accept 
actions targeting civilians,” the group said in a 
statement published by the Firat news agency, close 
to the PKK. 

Police, quoted by private NTV television, said 
the chief suspect is a Syrian woman working for 
Kurdish militants. Forty-six people were detained in 
total, police said. Police footage shared with Turkish 
media showed a young woman in a purple sweat-
shirt being apprehended in an Istanbul flat. Police, 
cited by NTV, named her as Alham Albashir and 
said she was arrested at 02:50 am in an Istanbul 
suburb. Local media said she was a trained PKK 
intelligence operative. 

There has been no claim of responsibility. “We 
believe that the order for the attack was given from 
Kobane,” Soylu said, referring to a city in Syria near 
the Turkish border. PKK-affiliated Kurdish militants 
control most of northeastern Syria and in 2015, 
Kurdish fighters drove Islamic State jihadists out of 
the city. Turkey’s NTV channel also shared  
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Outlawed PKK accused of carrying out Istanbul attack

ISTANBUL: This handout photo shows police officers detaining a Syrian woman named Alham Albashir in an 
Istanbul flat. — AFP  

KUWAIT: The 
Ministry of Health 
(MoH) on Monday 
announced the dis-
covery of a rare 
blood type, in the 
Er group, used for 
saving lives of 
some newly born 
infants. Dr Reem 
Al-Radhwan, the 
director of the 
department of 
blood transfusion that contributed to the dis-
covery, said in remarks to KUNA that the dis-
covery would be helpful to specify and treat 
some unique cases where blood types are not 
compatible; for example among pregnant 
women and fetuses.  

Medicine conventionally recognizes four 
blood types. These are the main types, she 
said, as to the others, some may develop anti-
bodies and cause recurring miscarriages. The 
unique type had been specified by examining 
blood samples of a patient who was given 
blood from the rare blood base, she said, 
explaining that the patient’s samples had been 
examined from the pregnant patient since 
2018. The patient had antibodies to rare 
blood types however she was given blood 
from a next of kin. Kuwait’s national archive 
of blood donors lists names of more than 
500,000 donors, including 370 donors of 
rare blood types. — KUNA

MoH identifies a  
rare blood type 

Dr Reem Al-Radhwan 

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Cabinet praised the efforts of 
the Representative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah and the world leaders during the COP27, 
lauding the summit’s result that may help face cli-
mate change and protect the earth and nature.  

This came during the Cabinet’s weekly meeting 
chaired by His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah at Seif Palace, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Barak Ali Al-Sheetan said following 
the meeting. The Cabinet was briefed by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Oil Minister Dr Bader Al-Mullah 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah on the results of His Highness the 

Amir’s representative’s participation in the COP27 
summit.  

It was also briefed on Kuwait’s speech during the 
summit, which was delivered by His Highness the 
Crown Prince, in which he affirmed Kuwait’s com-
mitment to the Gulf, regional and international reso-
lutions and initiatives concerned with the environ-
ment and the standards of cooperation with the UN 
in implementing its environmental projects.  

Meanwhile, the Cabinet expressed full support to 
the Chairman of the Central Agency for 
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NUSA DUA: US President Joe Biden (right) and China’s 
President Xi Jinping meet on the sidelines of the G20 
Summit in Nusa Dua on November 14, 2022. — AFP 

NUSA DUA: Presidents Joe Biden and Xi Jinping 
tried to take some heat out of their simmering super-
power rivalry Monday, during a three-hour summit 
that found common ground on Ukraine but left little 
doubt that stark differences remain. Biden emerged 
from the meeting proclaiming there need not be a 
new Cold War, as both leaders spoke of the desire to 
prevent high tensions from spilling over into conflict. 

Xi told Biden that the two countries “share 
more, not less, common interests”, according to a 

Chinese account of the meeting, sounding more 
conciliatory than the last three pandemic-filled 
years without face-to-face presidential meetings 
would suggest. “The world expects that China and 
the United States will properly handle the relation-
ship,” Xi told him. 

Trying to scotch the notion that China is bent on 
usurping the United States and remaking the world 
in its own authoritarian image, Xi reportedly said 
Beijing does not seek to challenge the United States 
or “change the existing international order”. On the 
pressing issue of Russia’s war in Ukraine and 
President Vladimir Putin’s veiled threats to use 
nuclear weapons, the pair agreed that nuclear war 
should not be fought and cannot be won, according 
to the White House. — AFP (See Page 5) 

Biden and Xi cool  
Cold War rhetoric 

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates has no 
interest in “choosing sides” between global pow-
ers despite its strategic partnership with the 
United States, a senior Emirati diplomat said on 
Monday. The comments by Anwar Gargash, a sen-
ior advisor to the UAE’s president, come as 
Washington is at odds with Russia over the inva-
sion of Ukraine and with Saudi Arabia over 

OPEC+ cuts in oil production. 
“The UAE has no interest in choosing sides 

between great powers,” Gargash told experts and 
analysts at the Abu Dhabi Strategic Debate con-
ference, without naming any countries. “We will 
not under any circumstances sacrifice our sover-
eignty.” The UAE is a key player in the 13-nation 
OPEC oil cartel which, with its 10 allies headed by 
Russia, angered Washington by cutting produc-
tion by two million barrels a day from November, 
adding renewed upward pressure on crude prices. 

The decision sparked a swift rebuke from the 
administration of President Joe Biden, which had 
hoped for lower prices ahead of midterm elections 
in the US and accused Riyadh of knowingly 
boosting Russian revenues during its war with 
Ukraine. The UAE, which has improved economic 

and polit ical  t ies with the Kremlin despite 
attempts by the US and Europe to suffocate 
Russia’s economy, insisted the output cut was not 
a political jab at the US. 

Gargash said his country, a rising regional 
powerhouse, welcomes “constructive and collabo-
rative engagement” with world powers other than 
the US to promote security and stability in the 
region. The UAE, is not “dependent on just one or 
two countries for both our economic prosperity 
and our security”, said Gargash, who formerly 
served as the minister of state for foreign affairs. 
“Trade relations increasingly look to the East 
while our primary security and investment rela-
tions (are) in the West,” he added, explaining that 
the “situation may evolve over time”. 
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