
British Embassy holds
Remembrance Day
By Khaled Al-Abdulhadi

KUWAIT: The British Embassy, Kuwait marked the
annual Remembrance Day event on Monday com-
memorating the soldiers who have lost their lives in
wars. Remembrance Day is a memorial day
observed in Commonwealth member states since
the end of the First World War to honor armed
forces members who have died in the line of duty. 

The event included mourning, prayers, and recit-
ing verses from the holy Quran, along with moments
of silence to pay respects and honor to servicemen
and those who have died during wars. The event
was attended by top military and diplomatic offi-
cials of many countries including Western, Middle
Eastern, African as well as Asian countries.

British Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis
welcomed guests in a speech saying: “Thank you
for joining us this afternoon at our Remembrance
Service. Thousands of Remembrance services have
been taking place this weekend across the United
Kingdom and in British Embassies and Consulates
all over the world. I am honored to host this service
here in Kuwait where we have a long history of
friendship, and of solidarity in the face of conflict.”

The ambassador also shared a quote from a vet-
eran US navy seal, Chris Kyle, who was tragically
killed when trying to help his fellow veteran who
said: “People tell me I saved hundreds and hundreds
of people. But I have to tell you: it’s not the people
you saved that you remember. It’s the ones you
couldn’t save. Those are the ones you talk about.
Those are the faces and situations that stay with
you forever.” The significance of the event is to
remember those who did not have a chance to live
to tell their story, and who did not have a chance to
grow old.

All in attendance wore a red poppy flower or the
Papaver Somniferum which is a symbol of sleep,
peace and death and has become the symbolic rep-
resentation of the remembrance of the deceased.

“The poppies that many of us are wearing today
honor the contribution of all those who have striven
for peace and security, and prompt us to remember
those who are still fighting for a better future in
today’s conflicts in Ukraine, Yemen, Afghanistan,
South Sudan, Ethiopia, Syria and elsewhere,”
Ambassador Lewis said during her speech about
the significance of the flower to those who have
died. Servicemen also recited poems indicating the
casualties of war to signify again that they will not
be forgotten.

In an interview on the sidelines of the event,
Ambassador Lewis said, “The Remembrance Day is
always held on the closest Sunday to the 11th of
November of every year. It is an important oppor-
tunity to stop and remember those who are no
longer with us, the people who made the ultimate
sacrifice for peace and for a better world for their

countries. It remembers those who died not only in
uniform but also as civilians and victims of terror
attacks. So, it is important that we never forget the
people who have done so much to ensure that we
and our children continue to live in peace,” she said.

“It is an opportunity for ambassadors represent-
ing countries who were involved in both World
Wars together on behalf of service people who
were cut down in their prime and were killed in
those wars. We also reflect in a two-minute silence
to think about people in more recent conflicts that
are still ongoing today,” she added.

“We have an imam for his majesty’s armed forces,
who is an active gentleman and travels to attend
many services. We asked him to attend the service
today in Kuwait but unfortunately, we were only
able to use a message because he is busy perform-
ing services outside of Kuwait,” she clarified when
asked about using a recorded voice message from
the holy Quran during the service.

The service was an honorable event that collect-
ed many cultures and fused them in a single moment
where they can all share the feeling of longing for

those who were lost for the sake of humanity, as it is
an incredible example of a world coming together
against the darkness of evil.
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When his illness reached the point
of death I asked him, “It is been
three months you have been in the

hospital, why didn’t anyone come to visit
you?” This is a story many people - and I
learnt unforgettable lessons from it. Two
months after being admitted to hospital, I
noticed his loneliness - which was the secret
behind his constant sadness. 

Day after day, he moves away from life
and become closer to the hereafter. Day
after day, he says goodbye to his fading
dreams and becomes closer to his eternal
abode. I watched him for a month while I
was still wondering why he was abandoned.
His history indicates that he has children,
brothers and sisters, and there is no doubt
that he has friends and colleagues, yet, no
one came to visit him.

When I asked him about his loneliness in
a beautiful spring day, he answered (while
looking through the window into the sky):
“I  have f ive sons, four daughters, four
brothers and four sisters. I know hundreds
of people - friends, colleagues and neigh-
bors. There are those who liked me, and
those who were close to me. There were
those who sought my friendship, but it was
me who did not like anyone and I did not
approach anyone”.

He looked at me as he confessed. “I don’t
know when I took the dangerous decision
that brought me to this level. I lived for
myself only and I did not feel for others -
and to be honest, I did not ask others to feel
for me. I lived for my own sake. My wife
(whom I left) was treated like a baby sitter. I
left my children with their mother. Since the
death of my father 20 years ago, I did not
see my brothers and sisters. Some of them
came to visit me until they became bored
and tired of my attitude. I never visited any-
one, and did not answer their calls. You can’t
imagine how I was treating my colleagues,
my neighbors and other people around me.

As for my mother who passed away a
year ago, I did not visit her at all. She used
to come to my house and wait for a long
time - hoping to see me. The looks of
amazement were getting wider in my eyes.
He smiled and said “do not be surprised as
there are many people like me out there. We
only care for ourselves only. We measure
every human being with the interest stan-
dard only. We only focus on those we can
benefit from.”

Few days later, I visited him just before
he went into coma. I saw tears in his eyes
that seeped down to his cheeks. I wiped his
tears with my handkerchief  and then
grabbed his hands tenderly. He smiled and
said, “I miss my children and brothers so
much, but the end is fast approaching”.
Anyone who has time should build a house
in the hearts of others before it is too late.

House in the
hearts of others
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Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah with the National Guard officials.KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister hosts deputy chief of the National Guard.

RIYADH: The Kuwaiti Ministry of Information
and the Saudi Ministry of Tourism signed on
Monday a memorandum of understanding (MoU)
for boosting tourism cooperation. The MoU,
inked by the Kuwaiti Minister of Information,
Culture Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi and the Saudi Tourism
Minister Ahmad Al-Khatib, stipulated that the
two sides would bolster cooperation in the
tourism sector, namely regarding relevant legisla-
tions concerning hotels, leisure facilities, statis-
tics, exhibitions and other sections.

The two sides will cooperate regarding per-
mits for tourism installations, developing tourist
sites and at various other levels. It also indicated
that they would exchange information, expertise,
publications, films and organize joint research
projects. — KUNA

Kuwait and Saudi ink MoU for
boosting tourism cooperation

PM hosts Deputy Chief of the National Guard

The Kuwaiti Information Minister and the Saudi Tourism Minister sign a MoU for boosting tourism cooperation.

KUWAIT: Dignitaries attend the Remembrance Day event held by the British Embassy, Kuwait on Monday.
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KUWAIT: Photo from the event.

KUWAIT: British Ambassador to Kuwait Belinda Lewis
delivers her speech.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
received on Sunday Deputy Chief of the National
Guard Sheikh Faisal Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah on the occasion of his appointment. 

Meanwhile, Sheikh Faisal Al-Nawaf Al-Sabah
has expressed his appreciation to the political
leadership by assigning him as Vice President of
the National Guard. “Joining the National Guard

is a priceless honor that is exceptional in line of
service for the country and its people,” Sheikh
Faisal Al-Sabah said.

He stressed that he is ready to continuously
review performance and is ready to change and
develop in all fields. “I am happy to join the NG
as I hope that I am successful and my colleagues
to serve this country with honor,” he added. “I
also call upon you to exert more efforts and do

more training for the sake of this country as it is
important to cooperate and coordinate between
different sectors of the NG,” he added.

“The NG remains a prime example of disci-
pline, empowering law and spreading safety as
the responsibility of the NG necessitates that we
continue to perform our best,” he added. “We
will always review our performance and are
ready to change, update and develop in all mili-

tary, technical, security and managerial fields so
that the NG performs its assigned tasks perfect-
ly that will always be ready to make sure the
security of the nation is preserved,” he added.

“Today, as we continue this honorable career
we promise Allah and the political leadership
that we will be up to the standards you set upon
us as loyal soldiers to our dear nation,” he
added.


