
NUSA DUA, Indonesia: Presidents Joe Biden and
Xi Jinping ended a landmark summit in Bali,
Indonesia on Monday after three hours of talks
aimed at avoiding conflict between the rival super-
powers. Xi and Biden shook hands in front of the
US and Chinese flags before starting the long-
awaited meeting on the resort island ahead of a
Group of 20 summit, following months of tension
over Taiwan and other issues.

Biden, sitting across from Xi at facing tables, said
that Beijing and Washington “share responsibility”
to show the world that they can “manage our differ-
ences, prevent competition from becoming conflict”.
Xi, China’s most powerful leader in decades who is
fresh from securing a norm-breaking third term,
told Biden that the world has “come to a cross-
roads”.

“The world expects that China and the United
States will properly handle the relationship,” Xi told
him. Despite the upbeat public statements, both
nations are increasingly suspicious of each other,
with the United States fearing that China has
stepped up a timeline for seizing Taiwan.

US officials said ahead of the meeting that Biden
hoped to set up “guardrails” in the relationship with
China and to assess how to avoid “red lines” that

could push the world’s two largest economies into
conflict. The most sensitive issue is Taiwan, the self-
governing democracy claimed by China.

The United States has been stepping up support
for Taiwan, while China has ramped up its threats to
seize control of the island. After House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi visited Taipei in August, China reacted
by staging unprecedented military drills.

On the eve of his talks with Xi, Biden met with
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and South
Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol on the sidelines of
a Southeast Asian summit in Cambodia, with the
three leaders jointly calling for “peace and stability”
on the Taiwan Strait.

Biden is also expected to push China to rein in
ally North Korea after a record-breaking spate of
missile tests has raised fears that Pyongyang will
soon carry out its seventh nuclear test. - First in-
person exchange -

Xi is paying only his second overseas visit since
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic and will meet a
number of key leaders. He will hold the first formal
sitdown with an Australian leader since 2017, Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese announced, following a
concerted pressure campaign by Beijing against the
close US ally.

Xi’s last in-person meeting with a US president
was in 2019 with Donald Trump, who along with
Biden identified China as a top international con-
cern and the only potential challenger to US prima-
cy on the world stage.

And though the meeting is the first time Xi and
Biden have met as presidents, the pair have an
unusually long history together. By Biden’s estima-
tion, he spent 67 hours as vice president in person
with Xi including on a 2011 trip to China aimed at
better understanding China’s then-leader-in-wait-
ing, and a 2017 meeting in the final days of Barack
Obama’s administration.

Since entering the White House, Biden has spo-
ken virtually five times with Xi but told him
Monday there was “no substitute” for face-to-face
discussions.

Absent Putin 
Though he is engaging Xi, Biden has refused

since the invasion of Ukraine to deal directly with
Russian President Vladimir Putin, who is conspicu-
ously absent from the Bali summit. The Kremlin cit-
ed scheduling issues and has instead sent longtime
foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, who arrived Sunday
evening and underwent two health checks at a Bali

hospital, according to an Indonesian health ministry
official.

Lavrov, 72, denied reports that he was receiving
treatment at a Bali hospital, telling Tass news
agency that he was in his hotel preparing for the
summit. Lavrov’s presence has thrown into question
a customary G20 group photo and joint statement,
with Russia sure to reject any explicit calls to end
its invasion of Ukraine.

Western leaders hope the G20 summit will step
up pressure on Russia to renew a UN-backed deal
expiring Saturday to allow grain shipments from
Ukraine, a major food exporter to the developing
world. China, despite rhetorical support for Russia,
has not supplied weapons for the war in Ukraine,
with Moscow obliged to rely on Iran and North
Korea, according to US officials.

“I think there is undeniably some discomfort in
Beijing about what we’ve seen in terms of reckless
rhetoric and activity on the part of Russia,” a US
official said hours before the Xi-Biden talks.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky — invited
as a compromise with host Indonesia — will
address the summit by videoconference, a day after
a triumphant visit to Kherson, a key city taken back
from Russian forces. — AFP
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NUSA DUA, Indonesia: US President Joe Biden (R) and China’s President Xi Jinping (L) meet on the sidelines of the G20 Summit in Nusa Dua on the Indonesian resort island of Bali. —AFP

‘The world expects China and US will properly handle the relationship’ 

Biden, Xi end landmark summit in Bali

France, UK sign deal
to stop migrants 
crossing Channel
PARIS: Britain agreed to pay France another 72.2
million euros ($74.5 million) to prevent migrant boat
crossings under a new deal signed on Monday that
underlines improving ties between the neighbours.
Around 40,000 people-most of them Albanians,
Iranians and Afghans-have crossed the Channel to
England from France this year.

The figure is well over last year’s 28,561, which was
a thousand-fold increase from 2018 when migrants
and asylum seekers first began sailing inflatables
across one of the world’s busiest shipping channels.
“There are no quick fixes, but this new arrangement
will mean we can significantly increase the number of
French gendarmes patrolling the beaches in northern
France,” Britain’s Home Secretary Suella Braverman
said in a statement after signing the accord with
French counterpart Gerald Darmanin.

The extra money will fund a 40-percent rise in the
number of security forces patrolling France’s northern
beaches, meaning an additional 350 people, the
French interior ministry said. For the first time, teams
of observers will be deployed on both sides of the
Channel to “strengthen common understanding”. “The
arrangement means, for the first time, specialist UK
officers will also be embedded with their French
counterparts,” the British interior ministry said. 

Tensions 
Successive British governments have paid France

hundreds of millions of euros over the past decade to
improve border security on the Channel coast, partic-
ularly around the port of Calais. Recent French pur-
chases with UK money include thermal-imaging
binoculars, mountain bikes, motorbikes, drones and
vehicles which are used during beach patrols.

But suspicions have persisted in Britain, fanned by
the right-wing media and members of the ruling
Conservative party, that Paris is not doing enough.
The agreement reflects warmer ties between the
France and the UK since British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak took the helm, after years of acrimony under
his predecessors Boris Johnson and Liz Truss.

One of the worst public rows between Johnson
and French President Emmanuel Macron came in

November last year when 27 migrants drowned in the
Channel. Sunak and Macron held a cordial first meet-
ing last week on the sidelines of the UN climate sum-
mit in Egypt and will meet again this week at the G20
in Indonesia.

The issue of how to manage the flow of asylum
seekers and economic migrants from Africa and the
Middle East has strained diplomatic ties all over
Europe for much of the last decade. France and Italy,
which has elected a new far-right government,
clashed last week after Rome refused to let a rescue
ship carrying migrants dock at its ports.

Macron and his Italian counterpart Sergio
Mattarella urged a return to “full cooperation” on
Monday after last week’s standoff which ended when
France allowed the boat to disembark its passengers.

On the Channel coast, doubts remain about
whether incremental changes in the number of
French officers patrolling the rugged dunes and wide
beaches can reverse the rising tide of crossings.
Observers say the migrants’ boats are getting big-
ger, the tactics of people smugglers more sophisti-
cated, and departures are being recorded along a
widening stretch of coastline.  On Saturday, some
972 people were detected making the crossing in 22
boats, according to UK figures. The French coast-
guard is adamant that it cannot intercept boats once
they are in the water because attempting to do so
could cause them to capsize. —AFP

KHERSON, Ukraine: This handout photograph shows local residents waiting to meet Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky during his visit to the newly liberated city of Kherson. —AFP

PARIS: French Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin (R)
and Britain’s Home Secretary Suella Braverman (L)
sign a joint declaration signature at the Hotel Beauvau
Interior Ministry in Paris. France and the UK signed a
new agreement to work together to stop migrants
crossing the Channel. —AFP

Zelensky visits 
Kherson after 
Russian retreat
KHERSON, Ukraine: President Volodymyr
Zelensky on Monday visited the newly liberated city
of Kherson in southern Ukraine after Russian forces
retreated from the strategic hub near the Black Sea.

The Ukrainian presidency distributed images of
him singing the national anthem, holding his hand
over his chest as the country’s blue and yellow flag
was hoisted next to the city’s main administrative
building. Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
spokesman denied, however, that the Ukrainian
leader’s visit had any impact on the status of the
Kherson region, which Moscow formally annexed
into Russia at a ceremony last month.

“It’s important to be here,” Zelensky told
reporters in the city as his office released images of
him meeting Kherson residents and military officials.
“We should speak here... support the people so that
they feel that we are not just talking, not just making
promises but really returning and really raising our
flag,” he added.

Late Sunday, Zelensky said Ukrainian forces
found evidence of hundreds of new “war crimes”
carried out by Russian occupiers in Kherson. His
subsequent visit came just days after Ukrainian

troops entered the city-the Kherson region’s
administrative centre-after Russia pulled back its
forces on Friday.

Kremlin dismissive 
The takeover by Ukrainian troops is the latest in

a string of setbacks for the Kremlin, which invaded
Ukraine on February 24 hoping for a lightning
takeover and to topple the government in days. But
Russian troops failed to capture the capital Kyiv
and have since been pushed back from large por-
tions of territory in the south and east.

Ukrainians in the liberated city expressed relief at
the end of months of occupation. “I am extremely
happy we’re finally free,” Andriy, 33, a philosophy stu-
dent, told AFP. “We have no electricity in the city, no
water, no central heating, no mobile signal, no internet
connection-but we have no Russians,” he said.

The city of Kherson was the first major urban
hub to fall to Russian forces and the only regional
capital Moscow’s troops gained control over. Its
recapture opens a gateway for Ukraine to the entire
Kherson region, with access to both the Black Sea
in the west and the Sea of Azov in the east.

The region was one of four that the Kremlin
announced in September were annexed and part of
Russia. Russian President Vladimir Putin vowed to
use all available means to defend them from
Ukrainian forces. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said Monday he would not comment on
Zelensky’s visit to Kherson but added: “this territory
is part of the Russian Federation.” —AFP


