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Macron urges  
strong response  
to Iran crackdown  

 
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron called for 
international sanctions on Iranian officials in response 
to the regime’s crackdown on the protest movement he 
again described as a “revolution”, in an interview 
broadcast on Monday. 

Macron angered Iranian officials on Friday by host-
ing four prominent women who have strongly support-
ed the two months of protests, which have become the 
biggest challenge for the Islamic republic since the 
1979 ousting of the shah. 

“I am in favour of a strong diplomatic reaction and 
sanctions on the figures of the regime who have a 
responsibility in the repression of this revolution,” 
Macron told France Inter radio, in an interview record-
ed after he met the dissidents on Friday. 

According to Norway-based organisation Iran 
Human Rights, at least 326 people have been killed by 
the security forces in a crackdown on the nationwide 
protests. Macron described the crackdown as 
“unprecedented”. 

“We don’t rule out any option,” he said, noting that 
Iran’s government was already the target of numerous 
sanctions. European Union foreign ministers are due to 
discuss new sanctions on Monday in Brussels. Macron 
repeatedly used the word “revolution” to describe 
what was happening in Iran. 

“It is women who launched this revolution,” he said, 
adding, “The grandchildren of the (Islamic) revolution 
are making a revolution.” “The most impressive thing 
in this movement, in this revolution, is it involves the 
young women and men who have never known any-
thing other than this regime,” Macron said. 

“They say, ‘Stop. I don’t want to wear the veil. I 
don’t want this subjugation.’” Iran’s foreign ministry 
called Macron’s comments after the meeting with dis-
sidents “regrettable and shameful”. 

French Foreign Minister Catherine Colonna mean-
while revealed over the weekend that seven French 
nationals are being held in Iran. Activists had been bit-
terly critical of Macron’s decision to meet Iranian 
President Ebrahim Raisi on the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly in September, as he sought 
to revive the 2015 deal on limiting Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. — AFP 

CAIRO: Jailed British-Egyptian activist Alaa Abdel 
Fattah has written he is “doing well” and is taking 
liquids after fears rose for his health amid a months-
long hunger strike, his family said Monday. Abdel 
Fattah, who consumed “only 100 calories a day” for 
seven months, escalated his strike, first to all food, 
then water as the COP27 climate summit opened on 
November 6 in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm 
El-Sheikh. 

His sister Sanaa Seif on Monday welcomed a let-
ter he addressed to his family as “proof of life, at 
last”. The activist’s lawyer Khaled Ali, a former pres-
idential candidate, was denied access when he 
attempted to visit Abdel Fattah at the Wadi al-
Natroun prison on Thursday and again on Sunday, 
despite saying he had been issued with the neces-
sary permits. 

He and Abdel Fattah’s mother Laila Soueif were 
handed the letter on Monday when they returned to 
the prison a third time, before the lawyer was again 
denied the right to visit. In Abdel Fattah’s letter, 
“dated November 12, he writes he is doing well, 
under medical supervision, and has begun drinking 
water,” Ali wrote on Facebook. 

The activist’s sister meanwhile confirmed in a 
statement that “it is his handwriting”, but asked 
“why did they hold this letter back from us for two 
days? Is it just cruelty to punish the family for 
speaking up?” Echoing demands she made during 
COP27, Seif said her brother “needs to be on a 
plane to London and only then will we allow our-
selves to feel true relief”. “Alaa is still on hunger 

strike, the UK embassy has still failed to achieve 
consular access, he’s still arbitrarily detained with 
no end in sight.”  

 
‘Watched’ at COP27  

Abdel Fattah, a key figure in the 2011 uprising 
that toppled longtime dictator Hosni Mubarak, is 
serving a five-year prison sentence for “spreading 
false news” by sharing a Facebook post about 
police brutality. 

He has been leading headlines since the UN cli-
mate talks began last week in Egypt, which sought 
to burnish its image by hosting COP27 but has 
come under fire over its human rights record. 
Attending the summit to campaign for her brother’s 
release, Seif was last week heckled by pro-govern-
ment attendees, who called her brother a “criminal”, 
not a “political prisoner”. 

A German diplomatic source said a complaint 
was lodged with Egypt as their delegation-which 
hosted Seif and other human rights defenders-”felt 
we were being watched”. Since the beginning of the 
UN climate summit, activists have complained about 
“being questioned” and feared they would “be fol-
lowed”, as rights groups warned against draconian 
surveillance measures. 

Liane Schalatek, associate director of the 
Heinrich Boll Stiftung foundation in Washington, 
said on German television that she felt “more 
uncomfortable than at any other COP before”. A cli-
mate finance expert who has attended COP confer-
ences since 2008, she said this time cameras in 

meeting rooms were directed at the faces of speak-
ers. “This is both unnecessary and unusual for such 
internal coordination meetings,” she said. “The pos-
sibility that everything is being recorded cannot be 
ruled out.”  

International pressure has mounted since world 
leaders began arriving in Sharm el-Sheikh last 
week. Several raised the case in bilateral meetings 
with President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, most recently 
US President Joe Biden on Friday.  — AFP 

Jailed Egypt hunger striker  
says ‘doing well’ in letter 

‘Why did they hold this letter back from us for two days?’ 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Egyptian Sanaa Seif (C), the sister of imprisoned British-Egyptian activist Alaa Abdel 
Fattah, greets supporters as she takes part in a protest staged by climate activists inside the Sharm El-Sheikh 
International Convention Centre, during the COP27 climate conference in Egypt’s Red Sea resort city. —AFP

Iran launches  
drone strikes on  
Kurdish groups  

 
ARBIL, Iraq: Iran launched new cross-border mis-
sile and drone strikes Monday against Iraq-based 
Kurdish opposition groups it accuses of stoking 
unrest at home, killing at least one person according 
to local authorities. 

Iran has been rocked by almost two months of 
protests sparked by the death of Kurdish Iranian 
woman Mahsa Amini, 22, after she was arrested by 
the feared morality police for allegedly breaching the 
strict dress code for women. Tehran, accusing 
Kurdish-Iranian opposition groups based in northern 
Iraq of stoking the “riots”, previously launched 
attacks in late September that killed more than a 
dozen people in Iraq’s autonomous Kurdistan region. 

In Monday’s barrage, “five Iranian missiles target-
ed a building used by the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party of Iran”, the mayor of Koysanjaq in Iraqi 
Kurdistan, Tariq al-Haidari, told AFP.  The region’s 
health ministry said “one person is dead and eight 
were wounded”. 

Plumes of black smoke could be seen billowing 
into the sky after the strikes, in videos shared on 
social media, as more missiles rained down on targets 
elsewhere in the mountainous Kurdistan region. In 
Iran, a commander of the Islamic Revolutionary 

Guard Corps, General Osanlou, confirmed that “we 
struck targets located along the border and 80 kilo-
metres (50 miles) from the border” with missiles and 
drones. 

He charged that those targeted “were terrorists 
that have been active in the riots these last few 
months”, speaking on state television about the 
nationwide protests. Osanlou warned of further 
strikes unless Kurdistan regional authorities expel the 
Iranian Kurdish groups. 

“We had already requested that the local govern-
ment intervene but it did not do anything,” he said. A 
spokesman for the foreign ministry in Iran justified 
the cross-border military action as necessary to 
“preserve the security” of its territory. 

Another “four drone strikes” targeted bases of the 
Iranian Communist Party and the Iranian Kurdish 
nationalist group Komala in the Zrgoiz region, said 
Atta Seqzi, one of the leaders of Komala. The groups 
had been “warned of the imminence of the strikes” 
and evacuated the sites, he said, adding that they had 
suffered “no death or injury”. 

One missile failed to explode but the other projec-
tiles damaged buildings, he said. The cross-border 
strikes in September saw Iraq’s federal government call 
in the Iranian ambassador to protest the attacks and 
the UN mission in Iraq warn that such “rocket diploma-
cy is a reckless act with devastating consequences”. 
Iraqi Kurdistan hosts several Iranian Kurdish opposi-
tion groups which have in the past waged an armed 
insurrection against Tehran. In recent years their activi-
ties have declined, but the wave of protests in Iran has 
again stoked tensions. — AFP 
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surveillance footage of a young woman dressed 

in trousers and wearing a loose black scarf who ran 
away into the crowd on Sunday afternoon. 

Justice minister Bekir Bozdag told A Haber tele-
vision that a woman had been sitting on a bench for 
more than 40 minutes, “then she got up”, leaving a 
bag. “One or two minutes later, an explosion 
occurred,” he said. On Monday, all the benches had 
been removed from Istiklal Avenue, where residents 
laid red carnations at the scene of the blast, some 
wiping away tears and others speaking of their fear 
of further attacks in the run-up to elections next 
June. “We need more security!” said Idris 
Cetinkaya, who works at a nearby hotel and who 
came to pay his respects. 

 
‘Live with fear’  

“The police just searched my bag when I got 
here, but that’s the first time in a year. Millions of 
people come here, anything could happen at any 
second!” Istiklal Avenue was previously targeted 
during a campaign of nationwide bombings in 2015-
16 that were blamed mostly on the Islamic State 
group and outlawed Kurdish militants, killing nearly 
500 people and wounding more than 2,000. On 
Sunday, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
denounced the “vile attack” that had the “smell of 
terror” shortly leaving for the G20 summit in the 

Indonesian resort island of Bali. 
Kemal Ozturk, a shopkeeper, is among those who 

fear another explosion ahead of presidential and 
legislative elections in seven months’ time. “In elec-
tion period it can happen,” the 42-year-old told 
AFP. “We live with fear”. Regularly targeted by 
Turkish military operations, the PKK has also been 
at the heart of a tussle between Sweden and Turkey, 
which has blocked Stockholm’s bid to join NATO 
since May, accusing it of leniency towards the 
group. 

 
US condolences rejected  

International condemnation flooded in from 
across the world, including from the United States, 
but on Monday Turkey said it rejected US condo-
lences over the attack. Erdogan’s government has 
often accused Washington of supplying weapons to 
Kurdish fighters in northern Syria who Ankara 
labels as terror group linked to the PKK. “We do 
not accept the US embassy’s message of condo-
lences. We reject it,” Soylu said. “We stand shoul-
der-to-shoulder with our NATO ally Turkey in 
countering terrorism,” said White House Press 
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre. The US embassy 
tweeted it was “deeply saddened by the explosion”. 

President Vladimir Putin on Monday added his 
own condolences in a message to Erdogan. “We 
reaffirm our readiness for the closest interaction 
with our Turkish partners in the fight against all 
forms and manifestations of terrorism,” he said in 
the telegram. Istiklal Avenue reopened Monday to 
pedestrian traffic. “My son was there. He called 
me and said an explosion happened,” said Mecit 
Bal, who runs a small shop a few meters from the 
scene. — Agencies  

Kuwaitis in Turkey 
‘safe’; Syrian...
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 Stateless Residents’ Affairs Saleh Al-Fadalah and 

appreciation for the efforts put by the agency to 
provide basic needs and assistance for bedoons in 
Kuwait. 

In another development, Minister of Education, 
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific 
Research Dr Ahmad Al-Adwani has accepted the 
resignation of Kuwait University Director Yousuf 
Al-Roumi. Also, the Cabinet touched on His 
Highness’ affirmation on Kuwait’s endeavor to carry 
out promising projects through the Green Middle 
East initiative to increase green areas through 
afforestation, increase green cover, establish natural 
reserves, and pay attention to eco-tourism to con-
tribute to achieving carbon neutrality during the 
middle of the present century.  

In turn, First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior 
Minister Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
briefed the Cabinet on the results of his participa-
tion in the 39th meeting of the GCC Interior 
Ministers, which was held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
during which a number of common security issues 
were discussed, and ways to enhance and support 
joint cooperation in the security field.  

The Cabinet also reviewed the report of the 
Audit Bureau on the results of the examination and 
audit work on the implementation of the budgets of 
the entities covered by its financial control and their 
final accounts for the fiscal year 2021/2022. 
Furthermore, they touched on the latest political 
developments globally and regionally. The Cabinet 
congratulated the Sultanate of Oman and Sultan 
Haitham Bin Tariq on the Sultanate’s 52nd national 
day, wishing Oman and its people further develop-
ment and prosperity, lauding the historical ties 
between Kuwait and Oman.  

On the occasion of the imminent launch of the 
2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar on the 20th of this 
month, Kuwait expresses its support to Qatar in 
hosting this great global sports gathering. On the 
other hand, Kuwait ministers denounced the “ter-
rorist” bombing that occurred in the Turkish city 
Istanbul earlier today and resulted in several casu-
alties, expressing Kuwait’s solidarity with Turkey, 
affirming firm position against terrorism in all its 
forms, expressing sincere condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims and to the Turkish government 
and people, wishing a speedy recovery for the 
injured.  

They also voiced the country’s sympathy with 
Egypt over the victims of the road accident that 
took place in Dakahlia Governorate and left multiple 
casualties, extending heartfelt and sincere condo-
lences to the leadership, government and people of 
Egypt and the victims’ families, and wished a swift 
recovery for the injured. — KUNA

Cabinet praises  
COP27 summit...
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The US has long been seen as a key protector 

of the rich Gulf monarchies in the confl ict-
wracked Middle East. The UAE currently hosts 
some 5,000 US military personnel at Al Dhafra 
Air Base and US warships at the Jebel Ali port in 
Dubai. On Saturday, the Washington Post said that 

US intelligence officials have compiled a classified 
report detailing “extensive efforts” by the UAE to 
manipulate the American political system. 

The UAE’s ambassador to Washington, Yousef 
Al-Otaiba, said he is “proud of the UAE’s influ-
ence and good standing in the US”, according to 
the newspaper. Gargash insisted that Abu Dhabi’s 
“primary strategic security relationship remains 
unequivocally with the United States”, but called 
for clearer commitments from American partners. 
“It is vital that we find a way to ensure that we 
can rely on this relationship for decades to come, 
through clear... commitments,” he said. — AFP  

UAE won’t take  
sides as ‘global...

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (center) is pictured 
with First Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Talal Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (left) and 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Barak Ali Al-Sheetan during the Cabinet’s 
weekly meeting at Seif Palace. — KUNA


