
KABUL: Afghanistan’s supreme leader has ordered
judges to fully enforce aspects of Islamic law that
include public executions, stonings and floggings, and
the amputation of limbs for thieves, the Taleban’s chief
spokesman said.

Zabihullah Mujahid tweeted late Sunday that the
“obligatory” command by Hibatullah Akhundzada
came after the secretive leader met with a group of
judges. Akhundzada, who has not been filmed or pho-
tographed in public since the Taleban returned to
power in August last year, rules by decree from
Kandahar, the movement’s birthplace and spiritual
heartland.

The Taleban promised a softer version of the harsh
rule that characterised their first stint in power, from
1996-2001, but have gradually clamped down on
rights and freedoms. “Carefully examine the files of
thieves, kidnappers and seditionists,” Mujahid quoted
Akhundzada as saying

“Those files in which all the sharia (Islamic law)
conditions of hudud and qisas have been fulfilled, you
are obliged to implement. “This is the ruling of sharia,
and my command, which is obligatory.”

Mujahid was not available Monday to expand on

his tweet. Hudud refers to offences which, under
Islamic law, certain types of punishment are mandated,
while qisas translates as “retaliation in kind”-effective-
ly an eye for an eye.

Hudud crimes include adultery-and falsely accusing
someone of it-drinking alcohol, theft, kidnapping and
highway robbery, apostasy and rebellion. Qisas covers
murder and deliberate injury, among other things, but
also allows for the families of victims to accept com-
pensation in lieu of punishment.

Islamic scholars say crimes leading to hudud pun-
ishment require a very high degree of proof, including-
in the case of adultery-confession, or being witnessed
by four adult male Muslims.

Summary floggings 
Social media has been awash for over a year-and

even recently-with videos and pictures of Taleban
fighters meting out summary floggings to people
accused of various offences. The Taleban have also
several times displayed in public the bodies of kidnap-
pers they said were killed in shootouts.

There have also been reports of adulterers being
flogged in rural areas after Friday prayers, but inde-
pendent verification is difficult to obtain. Rahima
Popalzai, a legal and political analyst, said the edict
could be an attempt by the Taleban to harden a repu-
tation they may feel has softened since they returned
to power. “If they really start to implement hudud and
qisas, they will be aiming to create the fear society has
gradually lost,” she told AFP. She added the Taleban
also wanted to burnish their Islamic credentials.

“As a theocratic setup, the Taleban want to
strengthen their religious identity among Muslim
countries.” Women in particular have seen hard-won

rights evaporate in the past 15 months, and they are
increasingly being squeezed out of public life.

Most female government workers have lost their
jobs-or are being paid a pittance to stay at home-
while women are also barred from travelling without a
male relative and must cover up with a burqa or hijab

when out of the home.
In the past week, the Taleban also banned women

from entering parks, funfairs, gyms and public baths.
During their first rule, the Taleban regularly carried out
punishments in public-including floggings and execu-
tions at the national stadium. — AFP
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Japan PM to 
meet China’s 
Xi in Bangkok 
TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida will
hold talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping on Thursday
at an APEC gathering in Bangkok, Tokyo’s top govern-
ment spokesman said Monday. “Prime Minister Kishida is
scheduled to hold a Japan-China summit with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on the 17th, on the occasion of the
APEC summit,” Hirokazu Matsuno told reporters.

The leaders spoke on the phone in October 2021 after
Kishida’s election, but this will be their first in-person
meeting. Xi last held face-to-face talks with a Japanese
prime minister in December 2019, when he met Shinzo
Abe in Beijing.

China and Japan marked 50 years of diplomatic rela-
tions in September, but there was little celebration of the
anniversary, given the neighbours’ frosty ties over territo-
rial disputes and other issues. The world’s second and
third-largest economies are key trading partners, and
before the Covid-19 pandemic, there had been plans for
Xi to make a state visit to Japan.

Relations have significantly soured since as Beijing
bolsters its military, projects power regionally and
beyond and takes a harder line on territorial rivalries.

Chinese missiles fired during massive military drills
around Taiwan in August are believed to have fallen with-
in Japan’s exclusive economic zone, and Tokyo has
protested what it calls growing aerial and maritime viola-

tions in recent months. Japan also regularly complains
about Chinese activity around the disputed Tokyo-con-
trolled Senkaku islands, which Beijing claims and calls the
Diaoyus.

The war in Ukraine has only deepened the divide, with
Japan backing Western allies opposed to Russia’s inva-
sion while Beijing avoids criticising Moscow.

The conflict has refocused attention on whether China
might try to forcibly reunite Taiwan with the mainland,
prompting Kishida to warn that the invasion of Ukraine
“could be East Asia tomorrow”.—AFP

KABUL: This photograph taken on November 9, 2022, shows a poster (R) reading in Pashto, “Dear sisters! Hijab and veil are
your dignity and are in your benefit in this world and in the hereafter”, at the Habibullah Zazai Park on the outskirts of
Kabul. — AFP

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida (R) speaks during a trilateral meeting with US
President Joe Biden and South Korean President Yoon Suk-
yeol on the sidelines of the East Asia Summit. — AFP

Lula headed to UN 
climate talks with 
vow to save Amazon
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil: Brazilian president-elect
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva is expected this week at the
UN climate summit in Egypt to pledge to reverse the
environmental policies of his right-wing predecessor
and protect the Amazon rainforest.

Lula’s trip Monday to the COP27 talks in Sharm el-
Sheikh will be his first international visit since beating
Brazil’s far-right incumbent Jair Bolsonaro in the
October 30 runoff election. The 77-year-old, who
promised on the campaign trail to work towards zero
deforestation, will address the conference on
Wednesday, his press team said.

In a nod to Lula’s victory speech, in which he
pledged to end Brazil’s “pariah” status, his team said
he had wanted to hold “more talks with world leaders
in a single day than Bolsonaro had in four years.” But
according to Brazilian newspaper O Globo, the incom-
ing president has not been able to line up most of the
dozen or so high-level meetings he had requested.

Lula might, however, meet with US climate czar
John Kerry and announce that Brazil is willing to host
the COP30 summit in 2025, the newspaper said. Latin
America’s most populous country grew more isolated
under Bolsonaro, analysts say, in part due to his per-
missive policies towards deforestation and exploitation
of the Amazon, the preservation of which is seen as
critical to fighting global warming.

If Lula-who served as president from 2003 to 2010
— manages to curb deforestation and illegal mining,
he would make a major contribution to the global fight
against climate change, said Francisco Eliseu Aquino, a
climate expert at Rio Grande do Sul University.

“Lula knows the COP talks well. He was always
proactive in international discussions and kept a high
international profile” during his first two terms, said
Aquino.

Deeper cooperation 
To meet the environmental challenge, the former

steelworker who begins his third term on January 1,
hopes to get help from the international community.
Lula’s former and likely future environment minister,
Marina Silva, has already been holding meetings at the
UN summit, and has said that Brazil will lead “by
example” on combatting climate change.

She said Lula plans to fight the destruction of the
Amazon and pursue a reforestation target of 12 million

hectares, with or without international aid. But she
welcomed announcements from Norway and Germany
that they would resume financial support to the
Amazon Fund. Both countries withdrew aid in 2019
shortly after Bolsonaro came to power.

“With Lula’s weight and influence, and due to wor-
ries all over the world for the Amazon, it is possible
that some bilateral agreements might be reached,” said
Daniela Costa, a spokesperson for Greenpeace Brazil.

Silva said the US government was “prepared to
deepen cooperation” with Brazil after she met with
Kerry last week. She also said in an interview with
Brazilian broadcaster Globonews that she had invited
the United States to contribute to the Amazon Fund.

‘Much more daring’ 
Deforestation was at a high level at the start of Lula’s

first term in 2003, before falling sharply under Silva as
minister. But she resigned in 2008, saying was not get-
ting the money she needed to take her efforts even fur-
ther. Aquino said the policies of Lula’s next government
need to be “much more daring” than during his first two
terms in power. At COP27, Lula could announce the
creation of a high-level body to coordinate the work of
different ministries active in climate work. Since
Bolsonaro-a staunch ally of agribusiness-took office in
January 2019, average annual deforestation in the
Brazilian Amazon increased by 75 percent compared to
the previous decade. The fight against global warming is
not just about protecting precious areas like the
Amazon, he said. “It also involves the economy, health
and agriculture.” “We welcome the arrival of Lula with
much hope,” said Dinaman Tuxa, coordinator of the
Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil.—AFP

Australians rescued 
after flash floods
SYDNEY: Rescuers plucked more than 100 people
from their roofs Monday after a flash flood swamped a
small Australian town and sent residents scurrying for
safety, officials said. A weekend downpour over much
of the already-sodden eastern state of New South
Wales sent waters rising overnight, isolating some
towns and communities.

Australia’s east coast has been repeatedly swept by
heavy rainfall in the past two years, driven by back-to-
back La Nina cycles. Many people in the town of
Eugowra, with a population of about 800 people lying
350 kilometres (220 miles) west of Sydney, scrambled
to their roofs to flee the latest flood.

Mud-brown floodwaters have transformed the town
into a murky lake dotted with the tops of buildings and
trees, television images showed. “We have had 140
flood rescues in Eugowra alone. More than 100 of
these were rescues from a roof,” said the state’s emer-
gency services minister, Stephanie Cooke.

Stranded residents had been taken to safety by
boat and helicopter, she told a news conference. “This
is a very serious situation, not just in Eugowra but in
many places,” Cooke said. New Zealand had sent 12
people on Monday to help battle the state’s floods, she

said. New South Wales’ emergency services were also
in contact with US and Singaporean authorities to
secure further support, she said. NSW has issued 16
immediate evacuation warnings since floods hit the
central, western and southern parts of the state.

Devastation 
“I would ask people to heed that warning: we can

see how quickly the waters can rise, how quickly flash
flooding happens, and the devastation it causes,” said
Carlene York, the NSW emergency services commis-
sioner.

Emergency workers had carried out 173 flood res-
cues since early Monday, she said. In a sign of the
intensity of the thunderstorms, more than 150,000
lightning strikes had reached the ground in 24 hours
across New South Wales, the bureau of meteorology
said.

The town of Forbes, which lies a short distance
west of Eugowra, had been lashed with 118 mm of rain
in 24 hours-its highest daily rainfall in 28 years, the
bureau said. The east coast flooding disaster in
March-caused by heavy storms in Queensland and
New South Wales-claimed more than 20 lives.

Tens of thousands of Sydney residents were
ordered to evacuate in July when floods again
swamped the city’s fringe. Scientists believe climate
change could make periods of flooding more extreme
because warmer air holds more moisture. — AFP

Azerbaijan 
arrests 5 over 
spying for Iran
BAKU, Azerbaijan: Azerbaijan said on Monday it had
arrested five of its nationals for spying for Iran after a
rise in tensions between the neighbours, which regard
each other with mutual suspicion. The arrests came after
Baku and Tehran accused each other last week of hos-
tile rhetoric. Baku’s security services said the arrests
were made as part of “measures aimed at countering
intelligence-disruptive activities carried out by Iranian
secret services against Azerbaijan”.

It said the five people had been gathering informa-
tion about the military-including the procurement of
Israeli and Turkish drones-and about the country’s
energy infrastructure. Earlier this month, the Baku
authorities arrested 17 men they said belonged to an
“illegal armed group set up by Iran on Azerbaijani terri-
tory”. On Friday, Azerbaijan summoned the Iranian
ambassador to complain about “threatening rhetoric”
coming from Tehran. The day before, the Iranian foreign
ministry had handed Azerbaijan’s envoy a note of
protest over “anti-Iran” comments by Baku officials.

Iran, home to millions of ethnic Azerbaijanis, has long
accused its smaller northern neighbour of fuelling sepa-
ratist sentiment on its territory. It has also been angered
by Baku’s ambitions to set up a transport link along the
Armenian-Iranian border which would connect main-
land Azerbaijan to its exclave of Nakhichevan and then
to Turkey. Baku wants to limit Armenian jurisdiction
over the so-called Zangezur land corridor, a project that
would end its dependence on Iran for access to the
Nakhichevan exclave. The exclave is separated from
Azerbaijan by the Armenian region of Zangezur.

The issue has emerged as the primary sticking point
between Azerbaijan and Armenia, who fought two wars-
in 2020 and in the 1990s-over the contested Nagorno-
Karabakh region, to the east of Zangezur.

“Iran will not permit the blockage of its connection
route with Armenia,” Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian said in October. He said that “to
secure that objective”, Iran had staged large-scale mili-
tary drills in October on its border with Azerbaijan.

Relations between Baku and Tehran have been tradi-
tionally sour, as Turkic-speaking Azerbaijan is a close
ally of Iran’s historical rival Turkey.—AFP

Thousands evacuated 
as floods precede 
Malaysia’s election
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia: Thousands of
people across Malaysia were evacuated into
temporary shelters over the weekend, officials
said as the seasonal monsoon’s heavy rain
prompted turnout and safety concerns for the
upcoming general election.

“The prime minister has put the lives of vot-
ers at risk by holding elections during the mon-
soon season and, with climate change, I really
fear heavier rainfall across Malaysia,” said
Mahfuz Omar, an opposition MP from the north-
ern Kedah state.

Malaysia’s meteorological department has
forecast thunderstorms and incessant rain right
up until 21 million voters will be able to cast bal-
lots Saturday, with more flooding expected.

The National Disaster Management Agency
said in a statement over the weekend that six
states in peninsular Malaysia had experienced
flash flooding.”A total of 2,388 people have
sought shelter in 25 relief centres,” it said.

“I fear voters will not be able to cast their
votes if their homes are flooded and roads
become impassable,” Mahfuz told AFP. Mahfuz
and others have accused Prime Minister Ismail
Sabri of power grabbing by calling the polls
almost a year ahead of schedule and while
opposition forces are in disarray.

The ruling United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO) leaders are confident the
early polls will result in a stronger mandate, but
critics have said an election could distract the
government from dealing with the effects of
heavy monsoon rains that typically occur during
this time of year, bringing deadly floods to the
country’s east coast.

Last year, the Southeast Asian nation was
battered by its worst floods in history. More
than 50 people died and thousands were dis-
placed in December 2021. — AFP

BRASILIA: Brazilian President-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva delivers a speech during a meeting with politicians
from the transition teams at the Centro Cultural do Banco
do Brasil in Brasilia. — AFP


