
BERLIN: On a street in Wusterhausen, around an
hour’s drive north of Berlin, a man paces intently,
holding his mobile phone in front of him. “I’m look-
ing for network, because here this area is not
good,” says Arek Karasinski, in town on a business
trip from Poland.

Issues with phone signal are a source of constant
frustration for the residents of Wusterhausen, which
sits in one of Germany’s many blackspots, out of
reach of any mobile network.

“We’re here in Germany, an industrial nation, and
we have all of these dead zones,” says Matthias
Noa, head of waste management firm AWU. Noa
was so exasperated that when the local government
asked if they could use his garbage trucks to do
something about it, he quickly agreed.

Since the summer, the trucks have been fitted
with a device that measures the signal quality on
their routes across the district of Ostprignitz-
Ruppin. Because their work takes them every-
where across the area, they are the perfect vehi-
cles for the job.

“We go out on the ground, into every nook,”
says Werner Nuese, the vice-president of the local
council, who was not satisfied with the efforts made
by public bodies or private groups to plot the signal
problems. Jonny Basner, a driver participating in the
program, knows the trouble well. “It would be great
if I had enough signal to reach the depot from the
villages (on the route),” he says. Trackers have been
handed out to hikers and cyclists to fill in the gaps
left by the rubbish collectors.

On a map, Nuese points out the spots marked in

red where the signal is at its worst.
“Even if this is a rural area in the northeast of

Germany, we shouldn’t be forgotten. That’s our
demand,” he says. 

‘On the terrace’ 
A short walk shows the issues people are facing.

“Outside on the terrace I can get signal, but in the
house there is nothing, no one can reach me on the
phone,” says Dieter Mueller in the village of
Bantikow. About 10 kilometers (six miles) away in
Wusterhausen itself, Marko Neuendorf says he has
cancelled his phone contract “because there simply
is no signal here”.

The region would become more attractive to
investors and tourists if the mobile network were
better, local officials believe. “Every cottage indus-
try has gone digital, every single electrician uses a
tablet to order spare parts. It’s not just big compa-
nies that are more digital,” says Noa.

Council official Nuese says medical spas in the
area have been getting poor reviews “because the
signal is very bad”. “It’s a measurable economic dis-
advantage,” he says.

The obsolescence of a lot of Germany’s infra-
structure and administration shot to the top of the
political agenda with the exit of Chancellor Angela
Merkel from office a year ago.

According to official data, standard LTE cover-
age, equivalent to 4G, is at 100 percent.

But in a survey by the price comparison site
Verivox, published earlier this year, most people
said they regularly experienced a lack of signal

when using their phones. In 2018, then economy
minister Peter Altmaier said he was “very annoyed
to have to call back three, four times because it cut
off” when making calls from his car on official busi-

ness. By producing more detailed signal maps, the
council hopes to encourage a response from mobile
network operators and to lobby government for
more support. —AFP

Hungary govt 
reshuffled over 
energy policy
BUDAPEST: Hungary announced a cabi-
net reshuffle Monday and unveiled a new
energy ministry after a high-profile minis-
ter reportedly quit over the government’s
green energy policy.

The resignation of Laszlo Palkovics,
who headed a Technology and Industry
ministry, is one of only a handful since
Prime Minister Viktor Orban returned to
power in 2010.

Palkovics reportedly quit over the gov-
ernment’s green energy policy, which has
favoured nuclear energy over wind and
solar. Instead of appointing a replacement
for Palkovics, the government will set up a
separate energy ministry next month to
focus on the current crisis, while some
responsibilities now under Palkovics will
go to other ministers, Orban’s chief of staff
Gergely Gulyas told reporters.

The decision was taken as “energy
prices, driven higher because of the war
(in Ukraine) and sanctions policy, and
energy security have become the most
important issues” in Hungary and in
Europe, said Gulyas. Hungary is heavily
dependent upon Russian energy and
Budapest has sought to obtain exemptions
from EU sanctions to secure its supplies.

Orban ally Csaba Lantos, a 60-year-old
economist and former deputy head of top
Hungarian bank OTP, will lead the new
ministry, Gulyas added. According to
Hungarian media speculation, Palkovics,
57, quit over strict government regulation
on the development of renewable energy
sources.

There was a “huge gap” between
Palkovics and other government members
over the country’s energy strategy,
according to leading Hungarian news site
Telex.hu. “Palkovics has long been commit-
ted to green energy (and especially wind
and solar power plants), while several peo-
ple in the government are firmly against
their construction” in favour of nuclear
energy, it said.

Hungary approved in August the con-
struction of two new nuclear reactors by
Russia’s Rosatom, which is also financing
the project to the tune of 10 billion euros.
The two new reactors will complement
four currently operating at the Paks site
south of Budapest and which currently
produce around 40 percent of Hungary’s
electricity. Palkovics has not spoken to
media since his resignation. —AFP
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BANTIKOW, Germany: Jonny Basner, 21, drives the local garbage truck around the district of Wusterhausen,
north of the German capital Berlin, with the mobile network measuring device ‘Echtzeit’ on November 3, 2022,
to help establish a detailed map of all the white spots in the mobile telephone network in the area. —AFP

Germany deploys bin trucks
to map mobile blackspots

Better mobile network could draw more investors and tourists 

Germany nationalizes
Gazprom subsidiary
BERLIN: Germany announced on Monday it was
nationalizing a former subsidiary of Russian energy
giant Gazprom, saying it was necessary because of
the company’s systemic importance for power sup-
plies in the country. The company, Securing Energy
for Europe GmbH (SEFE), was previously known as
Gazprom Germania.

It is a network operator and indirectly controls
Germany’s largest gas storage facility in the north-
western town of Rehden. In the wake of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and Moscow’s decision to
reduce energy supplies to Europe, Berlin placed the
SEFE under its effective control in April. But owner-
ship of the company had remained unclear.

As a result, business partners and banks have
suspended business relations with SEFE or are
reluctant to enter into new ones, the economy min-
istry said. “This jeopardizes the continuation of
SEFE’s business operations and thus the gas sup-
ply,” it added.

Germany was therefore formerly nationalizing
the company and turning it into a state asset. Under
complex accounting manoeuvres, the company’s
losses are offset against its capital reserves.

As a result, Gazprom loses its shareholding in the
company, the economy ministry said. In turn,
Germany will plough 225 million euros ($232 mil-
lion) into the company, thereby taking over as “sole
new shareholder”. “This completes the change of
ownership,” the ministry said.

Germany also plans to offer the company a loan
of 13.8 billion euros in a debt-equity swap arrange-
ment by the end of the year, although the measure is
still under discussion. Once heavily reliant on
Russian energy, Berlin has been racing to wean
itself off imports of gas and oil from the country.
Meanwhile, the government in Warsawsaid on

Monday it was seizing Gazprom’s share in EuRoPol
Gaz, the company that owns the section of the
Yamal-Europe natural gas pipeline that runs
through Poland. The move was designed to “ensure
the security of (Poland’s) critical infrastructure”, the
development ministry said.

The Russian gas giant had a 48-percent stake in
EuRoPol Gaz and the Polish state the remaining 52
percent. Gazprom completely halted gas supplies
via the pipeline in April.

The pipeline can carry up to 33 billion cubic
metres of gas from fields in Russia’s Yamal peninsu-
la and western Siberia through Belarus and Poland
to Germany. In May, Russia announced retaliatory
sanctions on more than 30 energy companies,
including EuRoPol Gaz, in reaction to sanctions
imposed by Western nations on Moscow over its
invasion of Ukraine. Meanwhile, The government in

Warsaw said on Monday it was seizing Gazprom’s
share in EuRoPol Gaz, the company that owns the
Polish section of the Yamal-Europe natural gas
pipeline. The move was designed to “ensure the
security of (Poland’s) critical infrastructure”, the
development ministry said. The Russian gas giant
had a 48-percent stake in the company and the
Polish state the remaining 52 percent. Gazprom
completely halted gas supplies via the pipeline in
April. The pipeline can carry up to 33 billion cubic
meters of gas from fields in Russia’s Yamal peninsu-
la and western Siberia through Belarus and Poland
to Germany.

In May, Russia announced retaliatory sanctions
on more than 30 energy companies, including
EuRoPol Gaz, in reaction to sanctions imposed by
Western nations on Moscow over its invasion of
Ukraine. —AFP

CBK bonds and 
related Tawarruq
KUWAIT: The Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK)
announced the most recent issues of CBK
bonds and related Tawarruq at a total value of
KD 240 million for six months with rate of
return at 4.250 percent.

Fort McKay: Canada’s 
boreal forest gave 
way to oil sands
FORT MCKAY, Canada: The acrid stench of
gasoline permeates the air. And the soot coats
everything in sight: the trees, the bushes, even the
snow in winter. And all day long, explosions send
the birds soaring to safety. At Fort McKay near
Fort McMurray in western Canada, in the heart of
the country’s boreal forest, the pines and the peo-
ple were long ago cleared out to make way for
huge open-pit mines dedicated to excavation of
oil sands.

It’s one of the biggest industrial projects in the
world: as seen from above, the zone is in stark con-
trast to the vast expanse of green surrounding it.
Huge black holes are gouged in the brown earth-
they are giant pools of water. Then there is the net-
work of roads on which hundreds of trucks drive
every day, and the immense factories, with smoke
spewing from wide chimneys.

On the ground, the noise is deafening. And it’s
quite a scene for the uninitiated: in the middle of the
huge basins dug to capture the polluted waters
stand huge metal scarecrows clad in helmets and
security vests. The ghoulish creatures are designed
to scare away millions of migratory birds that arrive
every year in this northern part of Alberta province.
Adding to the mayhem: airhorns that are used sev-
eral times a minute.

The mines have made the people left in Fort
McKay-many of them Indigenous Canadians-very
rich. But the installations have also profoundly
altered and damaged the land on which their ances-
tors relied for centuries. “Everything has changed,
everything’s destroyed to me now,” says 74-year-
old Margie Lacorde who lives in the center of town
in a house chock full of knick knacks and framed

photographs. The talkative Lacorde, who belongs to
the Metis people, is sad to see the parched, yellow-
ing leaves due to drought, and wishes she could still
swim in the rivers and gather berries in the forest
like she did in her youth.

The hunting grounds are long gone-the land was
sold for industrial use. “The pollution is killing our
nature,” Lacorde tells AFP, though she herself
worked in the oil industry for years to provide for
her family. She remembers her childhood with a sig-
nificant bit of nostalgia. Back then, families gathered
snow and melted it to use as drinking and cooking
water. Such a thing would be impossible today-
once the snow hits the ground, it’s immediately
filthy, covered in the dust that filters down from the
factories.

“We’re First Nations and this is our territory that

is all being desecrated by the oil industry for the
sake of the dollar, money, prosperity,” says Jean
L’Hommecourt, an environmental activist who took
up the fight her parents once championed. Even if
agreements were reached with Indigenous commu-
nities to create jobs and protect some natural
resources, the ecological impact of mining the oil
sands have been so great that the 59-year-old
woman says her people are now at risk.

“I lost my prosperity when the industry came in
and took over all our lands and our waters and our
access to our wildlife... everything that we depend
on to sustain our culture has been compromised by
industry,” she says bitterly. The area is a far cry
from the picture postcard ideal of the Canadian
West. There are no crystalline blue waterways or
fish-filled rivers here. —AFP

BAIE-COMEAU, Canada: An aerial view shows the First Nations reserve and Innu community of Pessamit, in
Quebec on August 26, 2022. —AFP


