
LONDON: Argentina teenager Alejandro
Garnacho came off the bench to score in stoppage
time as Manchester United won 2-1 away to Fulham
on Sunday. It seemed the Cottagers had done
enough to earn a point in the final Premier League
match before the World Cup break. But Garnacho’s
expert one-two with Christian Eriksen, in the last of
three minutes of added-on time, finished with the
18-year-old racing into the box before producing a
cool finish across Bernd Leno.

“He has a lot of talent and his work-rate together
with the talent makes a big difference with us from
the bench,” United captain Bruno Fernandes told
the BBC when asked about Garnacho. “We are real-
ly happy for him and know he can give us goals,
assists and prove the joy of football.” Eriksen had
put the visitors in front in the 14th minute at Craven
Cottage with his first goal for United as he finished
off a counter-attack.

Former United striker Daniel James equalized for
Fulham just after the hour, having only come on as a

substitute for Harry Wilson minutes earlier. “About
time!,” said Eriksen of his goal. “I owed a few so I’m
happy to be on the scoresheet in the last game
before the World Cup.” United remained fifth but
this win meant they moved to within three points of
fourth-placed Tottenham as Fulham stayed ninth.

Erik ten Hag’s side arrived in London without
several senior players, including Cristiano Ronaldo,
Antony, Jadon Sancho and Raphael Varane. Fulham
were missing injured star striker Aleksandar
Mitrovic but still made a bright start at Craven
Cottage, with United goalkeeper David De Gea’s
early save denying Carlos Vinicius. But it was
United who broke the deadlock when Anthony
Martial played in Fernandes, whose ball across the
box left the unmarked Eriksen with a simple tap-in.

‘Keep fighting’
Fulham enjoyed plenty of possession and pressure

but their failure to turn any of it into a goal was
almost punished when Martial headed just over the

bar from Luke Shaw’s cross. Eriksen also had a
chance to make it 2-0 before half-time but fired
wide. Early in the second half, Fulham goalkeeper
Leno denied Anthony Elanga in a one-on-one,
before Antonee Robinson and Tim Ream combined
to prevent Marcus Rashford scoring from the fol-
low-up. Having passed up those opportunities,
United were pegged back in the 61st minute.
Willian’s quick run down the left was well supported
by the overlapping Tom Cairney, with his pass find-
ing James as the substitute slotted hom from the
centre of the box. An emboldened Fulham pushed
for the winner, with Joao Palhinha’s improvised
overhead kick forcing De Gea into a punched save. 

Meanwhile, Danny Ings scored twice as Aston
Villa ended thir wait for an away win in the
Premier League this season with a 2-1 victory at

Brighton on Sunday. Alexis Mac Allister fired
Brighton ahead inside the first minute but Villa hit
back, Ings equalizing with a first-half penalty
before his deflected strike early in the second
period did for the Seagulls, who were denied a late
penalty by VAR. Victory meant Villa, who have
now won both their league matches since Unai
Emery replaced the sacked Steven Gerrard as
manager, moved up to 12th in the table ahead of
the World Cup break.

“As a team we were excellent today,” Ings told
Sky Sports. “Our grit and determination got us
over the line. Turning to Emery’s influence, he
added: “He’s only been with us a short time but
we’ve come a long way already. We’ll have a break
now and try to implement as much as he wants to
install with us.” — AFP 
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English Premier League Table

Arsenal                    14               12                 1                1                     33                11                      37
Man City                 14               10                 2                2                    40               14                     32
Newcastle               15               8                   6               1                     29                11                      30
Tottenham              15               9                   2                4                    31                21                      29
Man Utd                 14               8                   2                4                    20               20                     26
Liverpool                14               6                   4               4                    28                17                     22
Brighton                  14               6                   3                5                    23                19                     21
Chelsea                   14               6                   3                5                    17                17                     21
Fulham                    15               5                   4               6                    24                26                     19
Brentford                15               4                   7               4                    23                25                     19
Crystal Palace         14               5                   4               5                    15                18                     19
Aston Villa              15               5                   3                7                    16                22                     18
Leicester                 15               5                   2                8                    25                25                     17
Bournemouth          15               4                   4               7                    18                32                     16
Leeds                      14               4                   3                7                    22                26                     15
West Ham               15               4                   2                9                    12                17                     14
Everton                   15               3                   5               7                    11                 17                     14
Nottm Forest          15               3                   4               8                    11                 30                     13
Southampton          15               3                   3                9                    13                27                     12
Wolves                    15               2                   4               9                    8                  24                     10

English Premier League table after Sunday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

LONDON: Manchester United’s Argentinean midfielder Alejandro Garnacho (2nd left) scores his team’s
second goal past Fulham’s German goalkeeper Bernd Leno during the English Premier League football
match on November 13, 2022. —AFP 

Garnacho’s late strike sees 
Man United edge Fulham

Ings double helps Villa down Brighton

Milan stay on 
Napoli’s tail as 
Juve grab 3rd
MILAN: AC Milan’s Serie A title defense is still on
track after Sunday’s last-gasp 2-1 win over Fiorentina
ensured they ended 2022 eight points behind leaders
Napoli, while Moise Kean’s brace against Lazio shot
revived Juventus into third place. Stefano Pioli’s Milan
looked to be falling further behind unbeaten Napoli
heading into the World Cup break after Antonin
Barak levelled Rafael Leao’s early opener midway
through the first half. But with the clock ticking down
and chances going begging, Fiorentina defender
Milenkovic bundled the ball into his own goal just
after goalkeeper Pietro Terracciano clashed with Ante
Rebic while trying to punch out a cross.

The away side-who also had at least one solid
penalty shout for a Fikayo Tomori challenge on
Jonathan Ikone-were livid at the goal while a packed
San Siro roared in delight at a win which keeps Milan
just about in sight of rampant Napoli. “It was a hard
match for us, the important thing was to win before
the break,” said Fikayo Tomori to DAZN.

Milan are second, two points ahead of Lazio who
lost 3-0 in Turin, after a fraught contest in which
Fiorentina more than played their part. Cristiano
Biraghi struck the post and Ikone had a good effort
cleared off the line just before Milan snatched the
points and left Fiorentina in 10th. “You have to look at
yourself, and with what we created we needed to
score the second and maybe even third goal,” said

Barak to DAZN. “We didn’t do that and if you miss
one, two, three, then four chances a bit of bad luck
can come along.”

Kean downs Lazio 
Italy forward Kean gave Juventus their sixth

straight league win with strikes in each half at the
Allianz Stadium which took him to five goals in as
many matches in all competitions. With Dusan
Vlahovic unavailable for Juve as he tries recover from
a groin injury to play for Serbia at the World Cup,
Kean has become a reliable performer for coach
Massimiliano Allegri.

He showed his worth on Sunday night in a win
which allowed Juventus to leapfrog Lazio into third,
although they are 10 points back from Napoli. “We’re
a long way behind, but six matches ago nobody
believed we could be third and that is a step forward,”
Allegri told DAZN. “Now we need to recharge our
batteries and be ready to start all over again in the
new year.”

Kean opened the scoring two minutes before the
break, bursting onto Adrien Rabiot’s through ball and
lobbing Ivan Provedel, and sealed the win eight min-
utes after the restart by tapping into an empty net
after Provedel pushed out Filip Kostic’s low drive.
Arkadiusz Milik made it a perfect night for Juve with
a minute left when he guided home Federico Chiesa’s
pull-back. Six clean sheets have accompanied Juve’s
winning run, and they have the league’s best defence
with just seven goals conceded in 15 matches. —AFP 

Paulo Dybala made an almost immediate impact
in his first Roma appearance in over a month, help-
ing his underwhelming team snatch a late 1-1 draw
with Torino after coming off the bench with 20 min-
utes remaining. —AFP 

Mbappe on target 
for five-goal PSG 
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe scored and came through
unscathed along with fellow Paris Saint-Germain
stars Lionel Messi and Neymar in their final match
before the World Cup, a 5-0 Ligue 1 rout of
Auxerre on Sunday. The news was less good for
Morocco’s World Cup hopes as Marseille striker
Amine Harit was carried off after injuring a knee in
his side’s 3-2 win over Monaco in the evening in the
last Ligue 1 game before the break.

PSG coach Christophe Galtier opted not to rest
the attacking trio against the Burgundy side as the
French champions sought to extend their lead at
the top of the table before the break for the tour-
nament in Qatar. “None of my players had sent me
a signal of fear,” said Galtier. “My obsession was
that my team could express themselves as freely as
possible without the psychosis of an injury.

“The players responded present, were serious,
focused. “It would have been a great sadness for
me if one of my players were injured before the
World Cup and I quickly made the changes to
spare each of them.” Mbappe scored the opener
after 11 minutes in Paris for his 12th league goal this
season after good work by Messi and two other
World Cup bound players Moroccan Achraf Hakimi
and Portuguese Nuno Mendes.

Spain’s Carlos Soler nodded in the second after
51 minutes and then set up Hakimi for the third six
minutes later. Two players who are not going to
Qatar, Renato Sanches and Hugo Ekitike came off

the bench and added goals in the final ten minutes.
The Parisians moved five points ahead of Lens, who
won 2-1 at home against Clermont on Saturday,
with Rennes a further five points adrift in third.

Galtier added: “We are first and undefeated, we
worked on different systems and it took us time to
find the better solution so that my fantastic trio can
express themselves and find the best balance.
“There are still many lines of work. The only small
regret I have is not having beaten Benfica in the
Champions League.” PSG drew twice with the
Benfica in their Champions League group and
qualified second behind the Portuguese club.

For their final match before the World Cup, the
MNM trio-Messi, Neymar, Mbappe-did not really
sparkle in a game played without great intensity.
That did not prevent the champions giving a
demonstration of their goal-scoring prowess
before a break until their next Ligue 1 match on
December 28 against Strasbourg. Mbappe’s early
goal, following a beautiful cross from Messi
relayed by Mendes, seem to anaesthetize the
Parisian forwards.

Messi hit the post after 66 minutes, Neymar col-
lapsed at the slightest contact and played in slow
motion, far from flamboyance of his first part of the
season. “I don’t know if my players were afraid of
injuring the Parisians before the World Cup,” said
Auxerre coach Christophe Pelissier.

“Of the five goals we gave them three were our
errors.” Galtier gave some playing time to France
defender Presnel Kimpembe, who came on for the
final quarter of an hour having spent a month out
with an Achilles tendon injury. In Monaco, Harit
was carried off on a stretcher after injuring a knee
in the 58th minute. —AFP 


