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KUWAIT: Ministers and MPs attend a National Assembly session on Nov 15, 2022. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Assembly takes decisions to 
push stalled mega projects

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The National Assembly on Tuesday took 
a series of decisions to form committees and launch 
studies on ways to push forward stalled mega proj-
ects, including the North Economic Zone and the 
development of islands. The Assembly approved a 
proposal by head of the parliamentary committee 
for mega and entertainment projects and develop-
ment of islands MP Khaled Al-Otaibi requesting 
forming a joint panel with the Assembly’s financial 
committee to study a bill calling to establish the 
North Economic Zone, which had been proposed 
many years ago.  

The Assembly also approved a second proposal 
from MP Otaibi asking to assign the mega projects 
committee to assess the role of concerned govern-
ment bodies towards key mega projects. The com-
mittee will also study the vision of the government 
and its measures toward implementing the islands’ 
development project, in addition to key entertain-

ment projects. The main aim of the two proposals is 
to push for the implementation of major projects that 
require tens of billions of dinars in investments.  

The Assembly also approved a proposal from a 
group of lawmakers calling on the parliamentary 
legal and legislative committee to give priority to 
studying and approving a draft law on conflicts of 
interest. Head of the panel MP Muhannad Al-Sayer 
said the committee will start reviewing the bill on 
Sunday and invited all lawmakers to attend. The 
Assembly also approved a proposal by the head of 
the manpower resources committee MP Mohammad 
Al-Huwailah requesting that the committee be 
assigned to follow up the government’s employment 
policies and its policy on replacing expat manpower 
in the government with Kuwaiti citizens.  

MPs also approved a request by MP Mubarak 
Al-Hajraf calling to assign the financial and econom-
ic affairs panel to study money laundering and ter-
rorism funding.  
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Prosecution to free jailed lawmaker, tribesmen next week

KUWAIT: Former Kuwaiti information minis-
ter and renowned veteran political figure 
Mohammad Al-Sanousi passed away on 
Tuesday. He was 84. The ministry of informa-
tion mourned with deep distress and regret 
the demise of Sanousi due to illness. The min-
istry’s official spokesperson Anwar Murad 
expressed in a statement condolences of 
Minister of Information, Culture and Minister 
of State for Youth Affairs Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi to the family of the deceased. 

Sanousi was a star in the information realm, 
serving as minister of information and co-
establishing Kuwait Television, Murad said. He 
recalled his skills in talk shows that tackled 
crucial issues, also noting that Sanousi had a 
hand in works at the regional and international 
levels, producing the epic movie “Al-Resala” 
and co-producing the historic film “Omar Al-
Mukhtar”. — KUNA 

Former info minister 
Mohammad Al-Sanousi 
passes away at 84

DOHA: Guards stand outside Stadium 974 on Nov 15, 2022, ahead of the Qatar 
2022 World Cup. — AFP 

JALANDHAR: This picture taken on Oct 23, 2022 shows people walking in a 
market. - AFP  

DOHA: Facing a storm of European 
criticism ahead of the start of the 
World Cup, Qatar on Tuesday 
stepped up its diplomatic and media 
riposte which has included threaten-
ing “legal” action to defend its name. 
Five days from the opening game, 
Qatar’s chief World Cup organizer 
said attacks on the Gulf state had 
been launched because it “competed 
as equals and snatched” the World 
Cup from rival bidders. A senior mem-
ber of the Qatar Football Association 
called European critics “the enemy”. 

The wealthy Gulf state has long 
used the case that everyone is “wel-
come” at the World Cup and said 
opponents were acting in bad faith. 
The tone has changed in recent weeks, 
highlighted by comments by Amir 
Sheikh Tamim Hamad Al-Thani, who 
told the national legislature on Oct 25 
that Qatar had faced an “unprecedent-
ed” and growing campaign” that 
smacked of “double standards”. 

Three days later, the German 
ambassador to Doha was summoned 
over comments made by his country’s 
interior minister casting doubt on 
whether Qatar should host the World 
Cup. In an interview with AFP, Qatar’s 
Labor Minister Ali bin Samikh Al 
Marri said “racism” was behind the 
onslaught on his country’s record. 
“They don’t want to allow a small  
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Qatar on the 
offensive over 
rights storm

UNITED NATIONS: A baby born 
somewhere on Tuesday was the 
world’s eight billionth person, accord-
ing to a projection by the United 
Nations. “The milestone is an occa-
sion to celebrate diversity and 
advancements while considering 
humanity’s shared responsibility for 
the planet,” UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said in a statement. 

The UN attributes the growth to 
human development, with people liv-
ing longer thanks to improvements in 

public health, nutrition, personal 
hygiene and medicine. It is also the 
result of higher fertility rates, particu-
larly in the world’s poorest countries - 
most of which are in sub-Saharan 
Africa - putting their development 
goals at risk. 

Population growth has also magni-
fied the environmental impacts of 
economic development. But while 
some worry that eight billion humans 
is too many for planet Earth, most 
experts say the bigger problem is the 
overconsumption of resources by the 
wealthiest people. “Some express 
concerns that our world is overpopu-
lated,” said United Nations Population 
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Humanity hits 
8 billion mark

LOS ANGELES: Donald Trump loyalist and promi-
nent election denier Kari Lake has lost her bid to be 
governor of Arizona, US networks projected 

Monday, rounding out a difficult week for the for-
mer president as he readies a new run for the White 
House. Lake, a former TV anchor, had been seen as 
one of Trump’s most reliable picks heading into the 
midterm elections, but her defeat caps a run of 
results that have raised doubts about the former 
president’s place in the Republican Party. 

The projections by major US TV networks come 
after a week of intense scrutiny of the vote count in 
Arizona, where Lake and her supporters have  
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