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Part of the sixth GCC tourism ministers’ meeting. —KUNA photos
Minister of Information and Culture, and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi 

99 percent of 
airport workers
are Kuwaitis 
KUWAIT: The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said that over 99
percent of the total workers in Kuwait
International  Airport  are Kuwait is .
Kuwaiti  employees in the operations,
maintenance, and engineering depart-
ments, including women, run all kinds of
operations in the airport, deputy director
general for Kuwait International Airport
affairs Saleh Al-Faddaghi told KUNA on
Tuesday. 

The directorate
has modern pro-
grams related to
security and safe-
ty, information
technology and
cyber security, he
said, adding that
the airport has a
lot  of  qual i f ied
and skilled work-
ers in the f ie ld.
Information tech-
nology services
saw a significant
boost in the past
few years, especially during the coron-
avirus crisis, said Al-Faddaghi. He noted
that DGCA is in the final stages of linking
information with governmental bodies
online. 

Among the online services provided by
the airport is  passengers complaints
through scanning a barcode and entering
the directorate’s website to send their
complaints, he said. DGCA will also add
an online section for new employment and
the dates of the tests and medical check-
ups for the job in the coming period, the
official noted. Al-Faddaghi said they also
have a program that monitors quality of
services provided to passengers across
the airport. 

Meanwhile, he said that passengers
who lose their luggage in the airport can
submit a request and follow up on the
retrieving process through special elec-
tronic devices in the airport or through
DGCA’s website. He added that there are
24 hours surveillance cameras across the
airport that can help in finding passen-
gers’ belongings should they get stolen.
As for luggage lost during flights, that is
bags that were handed in the check-in, the
issue requires bigger procedures to
retrieve the bags as they could be lost in
Kuwait airport or other airports, said Al-
Faddaghi. — KUNA

RIYADH: Minister of Information and Culture,
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi has affirmed that the
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states
have a variety of tourist attractions. This came in
Al-Mutairi’s speech at the sixth GCC tourism min-
isters’ meeting held in the Saudi City of Al-Ula,
under the leadership of Saudi tourism minister
Ahmad Al-Tayyib. 

Al-Mutairi called for taking advantage of GCC
tourist product on cultural, entertaining and social
bases. The Kuwait minister conveyed greetings of
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah as well as His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to the meeting. 

He said that the distinction made in the GCC
tourist field requires more action to help make the
GCC member states in the ranks of the outstand-
ing countries in this field. Tourism enhances

brotherly, international, regional and human
bonds, as well as contributes to boosting the Gulf
national identity, he said. 

Al-Mutairi indicated that Kuwait affirms its full
support for the Green Middle East initiative, and
its commitment to the decisions made to confront
climate change and achieve many regional and
international aspirations. This shows the sincere
desire of the region’s countries to implement the
provisions of the Paris climate agreement and
achieve the goals and indicators of sustainable
development 2030, he explained. 

Undoubtedly, the environmental initiatives are
of the Kuwaiti political leadership’s interest to
allure the concept of environment tourism and
back its sustainable potential, he said. The Kuwaiti
minister indicated that Kuwait has many varied
tourist capabilities that help revive tourism and
contribute to boosting the domestic product to
achieve the objectives of the economic reform
document, in cooperation between the public and
private sectors, and to empower youth to get

promising opportunities for successful investment
and attract foreign investments, in accordance with
new Kuwait’s 2035 vision, which looks forward to
developing the tourism and entertainment sector. 

This is done through a series of measures that
copes pace with the integrated tourist sectors
development that includes training youth and
developing legislations in parallel with hotel utili-
ties, transport networks as well as promoting “our
tourism potential”, he elaborated. He noted
tourism industry has an important and vital role in
achieving stability, security, prosperity and pros-
perity, as it is the most important sector in creat-
ing job opportunities for young generations and a
major source of national income. 

Al-Mutairi  emphasized that working on
preparing a young generation to lead the launch
of a Gulf tourism industry renaissance is a goal to
develop this industry based on a common and
comprehensive strategy for tourism investment
planning, taking into account activating coopera-
tion and partnership with the private sector, and

adopting training programs to develop the capa-
bilities of Gulf human cadres working in the
tourism sector. 

The meeting was held in Saudi Arabia’s Al-Ula,
the global heritage destination, that showed the
clear image of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the Gulf system on the logistic and infrastructure
levels, he said. The minister thanked King Salman
Bin Abdulaziz, the Crown Prince Mohammad bin
Salman and the Saudi government and people for
the warm reception, hospitality and outstanding
organizing of the meeting. 

Al-Mutairi also thanked his Saudi counterpart,
GCC Secretary General Nayef Al-Hajraf and the
Secretariat’s staff for the distinguished prepara-
tion for this gathering. The meeting discussed sev-
eral topic listed on the agenda that topped with
the directives of the GCC leaders, approving the
Gulf tourist strategy, the GCC tourism guidelines
and others. In addition, the meeting discussed
means of enhancing the common Gulf action in
tourism and the strategic partnerships. — KUNA

Kuwait’s minister highlights 
GCC varied tourist potential 

Tourism promotes Gulf national identity

Zain the ‘official
sponsor’ of World
Diabetes Day 
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider
in Kuwait, announced its official sponsorship of the
special event held to celebrate World Diabetes Day
(celebrated on 14 November of every year). The
event was organized by Jaber Al Ahmad Hospital’s
Endocrine and Diabetes Division at the Avenues Mall. 

Zain considers itself an active partner of the local
health sector and the nation’s various institutions to
raise social awareness and improve public health. The
company’s support to this special initiative came as
part of its keenness to support any efforts that con-
tribute to creating a healthy attitude towards chronic
diseases within the community, especially diabetes,
one of the most widespread diseases in Kuwait. 

The event’s booth at the Avenues Mall witnessed
the presence of a medical team from Jaber Al Ahmad
Hospital’s Endocrine and Diabetes Division, headed
by the Division’s Director, Endocrine and Diabetes
Consultant Dr Thamer Al Essa. The booth welcomed
the mall’s visitors for free diabetes checkups, learn
about the best diabetes-related health tips, and ben-
efit from free consultations. 

Zain, being a leading national company, is keen on
practicing its social responsibility by making its tech
and human resources available to collaborate with
the nation’s various ministries and institutions to sup-
port and launch such initiatives and awareness cam-
paigns that cater to the wellbeing of the community.
The company is keen on partnering with various
medical institutions from both the private and public
sectors to launch similar programs and conduct
awareness campaigns, informative sessions, vaccina-
tion campaigns, blood drives, and more, all under its
sustainability and social responsibility strategy. 

Dr Thamer Al Essa at the event.

The event offered visitors with free checkups and consultations. 

Saleh Al-Faddaghi

Kuwait-Spain eco 
joint committee 
meet in Madrid 
MADRD: The Kuwaiti-Spanish joint committee for
economic cooperation held their first session of
talks on Monday. The meeting focused on consoli-
dating bilateral interests. The two sides reached
several draft memoranda, namely for cooperation in
civil aviation, industry and standardisation activi-
ties, alongside a protocol to amend the agreement
to avoid double taxation and the prevention of
financial evasion with regard to taxes on income
and capital. 

The session, held at the Spanish capital, Madrid,
was co-chaired by Finance Ministry
Undersecretary Aseel Al-Munifi of Kuwait and
Trade Secretary Xiana Mendez of Spain. The meet-
ings focused on the fields of the economy, com-
merce, investment, finance, agriculture, industry,
health, civil aviation and small and medium enter-
prises, alongside private sector cooperation,
according to Kuwait’s Finance Ministry in a state-
ment. Both sides expressed sincere desire to
“advance bilateral relations to broader levels.” 

Al-Munifi, in her speech during the meetings,

said the joint committee reflects sincere desire to
“consolidate and strengthen cooperation in the
economic field and others, with a focus on coopera-
tion in the field of food security and civil aviation.”

Its main role, in cooperation with the embassies of
both countries, is to facilitate the pace of coopera-
tion between the two friendly countries to achieve
the desired goals. — KUNA

MADRID: Kuwaiti-Spanish joint committee seen during the meeting. —KUNA


