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News in brief

US official lauds Kuwait 

KUWAIT:  A ranking US official on Tuesday
praised the State of Kuwait efforts in combating
human trade and taking all necessary precautions
against the phenomenon. The praise for Kuwait’s
fruitful efforts was made by the visiting Deputy
Director of the US Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking in Persons, Brian Marcus. The US offi-
cial, speaking after visiting the expatriate labor
asylum center, underscored Kuwaiti authorities’
efforts to prohibit human trade, and expressed
gratitude to the personnel running the center. 

French military attache 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lt Gen
Khaled Saleh Al-Sabah on Tuesday received the
newly assigned French military attache to Kuwait,
Colonel Francois Dickes. The military said in a
statement that the two sides, during the meeting
held at the chief of staff office, discussed means of
boosting military cooperation between the two
friendly countries, Kuwait and France. 

PAM to increase Kuwaiti staff

KUWAIT: The Public Authority Of Manpower
will increase the percentage of Kuwait employees
according to a request by the Cabinet. The sec-
tors include banks, communications, finance,
investment, petrochemicals and insurance. The
percentage of national workers will be increased
in companies that have over 25 employees. “The
manpower authority has completed coordination
with the commerce ministry to resolve technical
problems regarding work permits, as Kuwait will
benefit from measures by the GCC but within its
own system and work market,” sources revealed
to Kuwait Times. “PAM aims to include more than
25 sectors with percentage of citizens ranging
from 5 percent in private schools to more than 70
percent in the banking sector,” the sources
added. The total number of Kuwaiti workers in
the private sector is 75,516, which translates to 5
percent of the total workforce in the private sec-
tor. “The new decision will include increasing the
number of workers to 10 percent in all sectors
where possible,” sources added.

Crude oil traded at $95.00 

KUWAIT: Kuwait crude oil fell by $0.02 to
$95.00 per barrel on Monday in contrast to
$95.02 pb last Friday, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said on Tuesday. In global
markets, Brent crude futures fell by $2.85 to
$93.14 pb and those of the West Texas
Intermediate dropped by $3.09 to settle at
$85.87 pb. — From KUNA, Agencies 
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Planning Council seeks 
sustainable funding for 
Healthy Cities Initiative 
KUWAIT: Secretary General of the Supreme Council
for Planning and Development Dr Khaled Al-Mahdi
said on Tuesday that the council, in cooperation with
the Ministries of Health and Social Affairs, is seeking
sustainable funding for the (Healthy Cities) initiative.
The initiative aims to turn areas of Kuwait into disease
free cities with a high-level hygiene. 

The mechanism in this initiative is based on nine
fundamentals that include eighty standards, indicating
that in order to obtain accreditation from the World

Health Organization, the Healthy City must fulfill at
least 80 percent of these standards. He noted that one
of these Essential elements is to provide a sustainable
financial resource for the city, therefore it enables
planning and implementation of various programs. 

He indicated that the presence of a sustainable
financial resource for healthy cities will contribute
predominantly to the integrity of the work in the
Health City system and lead to reaching the standards
of the Healthy City. The Healthy Cities initiative was
launched by the World Health Organization (WHO) in
1986 and aims to improve the health status of the pop-
ulation in urban cities around the world, raise the level
of health and environmental services, and create living
conditions that lead to a life free from chronic non-
communicable diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascu-
lar disease and high blood pressure. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Photo shows the participants during the seminar. —KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Tuesday received credentials of the new ambassadors of Niger, China, the Kingdom of Eswatini, Mongolia,
Switzerland and Turkey. — KUNA photos

NEW YORK: Kuwait expressed eagerness to
take part in any international effort to face nuclear
threats, as peace can only be achieved by nuclear
weapons disarmament. The remarks were made by
Kuwait’s permanent envoy to the UN, Ambassador
Tariq Al-Bannai, during the third session of the
Conference on the Establishment of a Middle East
Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction late Monday. 

He presented the results of the second session
during Kuwait’s presidency, including agreeing on
an interior system to enhance security in the
region. The current session includes a hearing of
experts in the field and discussing the legal terms
of the establishment, he said. Meanwhile, he noted
that Kuwait is eager to set a long-term strategy on
topics to be discussed in the coming sessions. 

Kuwait will continue encouraging the US to
take part in the conference as a supervising coun-
try, said Al-Bannai. Kuwait is strictly following its
commitments to all agreements on the issue, he
said. Kuwait reaffirmed the need for Zionist entity
to join the disarmament agreement, as it is the only
country not taking part in the treaty. 

He noted that Zionist entity’s refrain from join-
ing is the only issue preventing the establishment
of a nuclear-free zone in the region. Following the
rules of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) is the way towards ending the threat of
nuclear weapons and developing cooperation and
trust between the Middle East countries, said Al-
Bannai. This will also allow countries to use
nuclear power for peaceful purposes, he added.
Today’s conference saw the transference of presi-

dency from Kuwait, who chaired the second ses-
sion from November 2021 to November 2022, to
Lebanon. 

Iran slammed 
In another development, the Arab Parliament

condemned on Tuesday Iran’s missile and drone
attacks against the Iraqi Kurdistan Region, which
resulted in a dozen of human losses and injuries.
In a statement, the parliament stressed that such
aggression is considered a clear violation to
international laws, Iraq’s sovereignty and good
neighborliness rules. The parliament also rejected
al l  types of  terrorism. The statement also
expressed sorrow to the victims’ families, and
solidarity with Iraq to achieve security and sanc-
tity of its territories. —KUNA

Kuwait calls for nuclear 
weapons disarmament 

Arab Parliament condemns Iran’s missile and drone attacks 

Info Ministry,
Nazaha tackle 
corruption 
By Majd Othman

KUWAIT: Information Ministry Undersecretary
Mohammed Bin Naji stressed the importance of
combating corruption, so a strategy to upgrade pri-
vate media was formulated after intense meetings
with experts. “Development of human resources,
development of purposeful content, and the cre-
ation of appropriate infrastructure is the aim of this
important workshop by Nazaha in order to develop
and educate media professionals,” Bin Naji said
during the opening of the workshop.

Acting Secretary-General of the Public Anti-
Corruption Authority (Nazaha) Salem Al-Ali said:
“The transparency and professional journalism

workshop is held in cooperation with the informa-
tion ministry in order to activate strategic initiatives
to combat corruption by allowing a transparent cul-
ture to thrive. Media outlets are considered one of
the most important components of society in their
responsibility in combating corruption and increas-
ing awareness by directing public opinion.”

He added: “It is important to combat corruption,

mainly by the laws regulating the efforts of the
state, which are based on several principles, per-
haps the most important of which are ensuring
human rights, the rule of law, protecting individual
rights, respecting media freedom and encouraging
the role of civil society organizations.” The work-
shop had five sessions by important figures from
international and local institutes.

Acting Secretary-General of the Public Anti-Corruption
Authority (Nazaha) Salem Al-Ali MoI Undersecretary Mohammed Bin Naji

WHO aids Kuwait 
in mapping out 
health strategy 
KUWAIT: The World Health Organization
and the Ministry of Health have held a work-
shop for mapping out a national strategy for
setting the health indices and measure the
country’s progress in the vital sector. The local
WHO office said in a statement on Tuesday
that one of the goals of the four-day work-
shop is drawing up a comprehensive scheme
for ten years to assembly data, pending deci-
sions intended to improve the sector and allo-
cate required resources. 

Such an approach may help stem outbreaks of
non-communicable diseases, provide better care
and facilitate the information integration in the
decision making processes. The statement quot-
ed Dr Hessa Al-Kandari, the director of the
national survey project, as saying that the sur-
veillance plan covers all specific indices for
revamping preventive programs to cut diseases’
spread. WHO, she indicated, will help in develop-
ing a framework compatible with goals of the
UN sustainable development strategy. — KUNA


