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Palestinian kills  
two Zionists before  
being shot dead 

 
ARIEL, Palestinian Territories: A Palestinian 
killed two Zionists in the occupied West Bank on 
Tuesday, stabbing one man to death and knifing 
several others, then killing another with a stolen car 
before being shot dead himself, officials said. 

The latest surge in violence came hours before 
Zionists swears in its new parliament, with far-right 
lawmakers poised to be members of the cabinet 
vowing a crackdown on Palestinian violence. The 
Zionist army reported a “stabbing attack” near the 
Ariel Industrial Zone in the northern West Bank. 

“A terrorist arrived at the entrance gate of the 
zone and stabbed civilians in the area,” a statement 
from the army said. Zionist emergency medical 
service Magen David Adom said a 35-year-old man 
died due to a stab wound, while three other people 
were knifed, one with critical injuries and two oth-
ers seriously wounded. 

The attacker then headed to “a nearby gas sta-
tion and stabbed additional civilians,” the army said, 
stole a car and fled. “The terrorist fled the gas sta-
tion by driving a stolen vehicle... committed an 
intended car accident and rammed an additional 
civilian,” the statement said. 

The emergency service said a 50-year-old was 
killed as a result of the car ramming, and another 
man stabbed on the highway was taken to hospital 
in a serious condition. The army said a soldier then 
“neutralised” the attacker, adding that troops have 
launched a manhunt for a second individual sus-

pected of involvement. 
The Palestinian health ministry named the 

Palestinian shot dead by Zionist forces as 
Mohammed Souf, 18, without providing further 
details. The injured were taken to a hospital in Petah 
Tikvah, the Zionist emergency service said. 

 
‘Despicable’  

Violence in the West Bank has soared since 
March, as Zionist entity has launched near daily 
raids in response to series of deadly attacks on 
Zionists. Outgoing Zionist Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
sent his condolences to the bereaved families, and 
said that while security forces have managed to dis-
mantle large militant infrastructures, “we have to 

fight this battle every day anew.” 
The November 1 election saw Lapid and his 

allies lose their majority in parliament, with former 
premier Benjamin Netanyahu and his partners 
securing 64 of the 120 seats. Betzalel Smotrich, co-
leader of the far-right Religious Zionism party, 
which is set to become a key partner in the coalition 
Netanyahu is putting together, said Tuesday’s attack 
was a “painful reminder to the most urgent topic on 
our table.” “We must bring back security to all 
Zionists,” he wrote on Twitter. European Union 
ambassador to Zionist entity Dimiter Tzantchev 
condemned the “despicable ramming and stabbing 
attack”, sending his condolences to the families of 
the dead. —AFP

PARIS: Iranians took to the streets Tuesday after 
organisers of protests over Mahsa Amini’s death 
called for demonstrations marking three years 
since a lethal crackdown on unrest sparked by a 
fuel price hike. 

The call to commemorate those slain in the 2019 
crackdown is expected to give new momentum to 
the protests that have roiled Iran for two months 
since Amini died on September 16 after her arrest 
for allegedly flouting the Islamic republic’s strict 
dress code for women. 

Young activists have appealed for people to 
“conquer” the streets in Ahvaz, Isfahan, Mashhad 
and Tabriz, among other cities including Tehran. 
Shops were shuttered in Tehran’s famed Grand 
Bazaar and its neighbourhood of Tehranpars, and 
women were seen waving their headscarves above 
their heads on the street in the southern city of 
Shiraz, according to online videos verified by AFP. 

“Death to the dictator,” commuters were heard 
chanting in a Tehran metro station, using a slogan 
directed at Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, in other footage shared online. Striking 
steel workers were seen gathering in a car park in 
the historic city of Isfahan, in videos posted on 
social media. AFP was unable to immediately verify 
the images. 

Workers downed tools and university students 
boycotted classes in Amini’s home province of 
Kurdistan, in western Iran, said the Oslo-based 
Hengaw human rights group. In the province’s flash-
point city of Sanandaj, protesters were seen burn-
ing tyres in a street and chanting anti-government 

slogans, in other online footage. 
“Woman, life, freedom” and “Man, homeland, 

prosperity,” chanted young male and females stu-
dents at Islamic Azad University in the northwestern 
city of Tabriz, in a video published by the 
1500tasvir social media channel. 

 
Bloody November  

The call for protest actions on Tuesday is to 
mark the third anniversary of the start of “Bloody 
Aban”-or Bloody November-when a surprise fuel 
price hike sparked bloody street violence. The days 
of unrest in Iran from November 15 saw police sta-
tions attacked, shops looted and banks and petrol 
stations torched as authorities imposed a week-
long internet blackout. Amnesty International said at 
least 304 people were killed in the unrest that 
quickly spread to more than 100 urban centres 
across the Islamic republic.  

Meanwhile, prominent Iranian dissident Hossein 
Ronaghi has been taken back to prison after receiv-
ing hospital treatment following more than 50 days 
on hunger strike, the judiciary said Tuesday. “He has 
been discharged from hospital after being examined 
by doctors and has returned to prison,” the judi-
cary’s Mizan Online news website reported. 

Ronaghi is one of dozens of prominent rights 
activists, journalists and lawyers arrested in a crack-
down on protests that erupted after the death of 
Mahsa Amini, following her arrest by the morality 
police, according to rights groups based outside 
Iran. The judiciary meanwhile denied reports by for-
eign-based Persian-language media that a 19-year-

old took her own life on her release in revulsion 
over her abuse in prison. 

A Wall Street Journal contributor, Ronaghi, 37, 
has for years been one of the most fearless critics of 
the Islamic republic still living in the country. 

The hunger strike he launched after his incarcer-
ation in Tehran’s notorious Evin prison following his 
arrest on September 24 had raised fears for his 
health as his family said he was suffering from a 
pre-existing kidney condition. —AFP 

Iranians protest on anniversary  
of lethal 2019 crackdown 

Iran hunger striker back in prison after hospital treatment 

TEHRAN: This handout picture provided by the Iranian 
Judiciary Media Centre reportedly shows Iranian blog-
ger, human rights activist and political dissident 
Hossein Ronaghi lying on a hospital bed with his 
mother by his side in Tehran. —AFP

ARIEL, Palestinian Territories:  Zionist entity’s Zaka volunteers, an ultra-Orthodox Jewish emergency response 
team, work at the scene of an attack in the Ariel Industrial Zone in the occupied West Bank on November 15, 
2022, in which a Palestinian killed two Zionists. —AFP 

Zionist entity  
swears in newly  
elected parliament 

 
JERUSALEM: Zionist entity swears in its new 
parliament on Tuesday, as veteran hawk 
Benjamin Netanyahu advances talks with allies 
on forming a coalition which could be the most 
right-wing in Zionist history. 

Of the 120 lawmakers elected on November 
1, 64 have endorsed Netanyahu to lead the next 
government, clearing the way for his promised 
comeback after just 14 months in opposition. 
The majority secured by Netanyahu’s Likud 
and its allies-two ultra-Orthodox Jewish parties 
and the rising far-right Religious Zionism 
alliance-was expected to usher in a stable gov-
ernment, ending an unprecedented period of 
political gridlock that saw five elections in less 
than four years. 

While the new parliament will be sworn in 
later Tuesday, Netanyahu’s coalition talks may 
grind on for days or even weeks, despite the 
broad ideological consensus within the bloc 
supporting his premiership. Frictions have 
emerged with different leaders jockeying for 
cabinet jobs, as is common following Zionist 
elections. 

But Netanyahu is facing particularly complex 
negotiations this time with the co-leaders of the 
far-right, Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir, 
in a position to demand key ministerial roles. 
Ben-Gvir is the leader of the Jewish Power party 
who, in his youth, was charged more than 50 
times with violence or hate speech. More 
recently, he has chastised Zionist’s security serv-
ices for not using enough force to counter 
Palestinian unrest. 

He has also called for Zionist entity to annex 
the entire occupied West Bank and, before the 
election, told AFP he “will not apologise” for 
previous calls to expel all Arabs from the coun-
try, even if his views have shifted. 

Ben-Gvir has said he wants to be public 
security minister, a portfolio that would put him 
in charge of the police. Smotrich was transport 
minister in a previous Netanyahu government 
but, following Religious Zionism’s strong election 
showing, is now demanding finance or defence. 

According to Zionist media, US President Joe 
Biden’s administration has urged Netanyahu to 
name defence and security ministers that 
Washington can work with-widely interpreted 
as a warning not to appoint Ben-Gvir or 
Smotrich. Outgoing Finance Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman told public broadcaster Kan on 
Tuesday that he had been informed by “friends 
in Washington” that the US would not work with 
Religious Zionism’s leaders. 

Netanyahu’s Likud party declined to com-
ment when asked by AFP if the prime minister-
designate had received such warnings from 
Washington about his cabinet choices. 
Netanyahu, a 73-year-old on trial on corrup-
tion charges he denies, was tapped to form a 
government by President Isaac Herzog on 
Sunday.  — AFP 
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The Assembly also voted to lift the immunity of 

MP Obaid Al-Wasmi so a court can try him in a case 
filed by the former minister of Amiri Diwan. But MPs 
refused to lift the immunity of MP Hamed Al-Bathali 
to face a court case for allegedly taking part in out-
lawed tribal primary elections.  

Meanwhile, the public prosecutor said on 
Tuesday he will set free MP Marzouq Al-Khalifa and 
about 28 of his Shemmari tribesmen who were last 
month handed two-year jail terms for taking part in 
tribal primaries. Khalifa ran in the election from jail 
and retained his seat in the fourth constituency in 

the September polls. The lawmaker and other prison-
ers will be subjected to a number of restrictions, 
mainly on the freedom of movement, by wearing elec-
tronic bracelets.  

Lawmakers continued to debate the Amiri 
address delivered at the new Assembly’s opening 
session.  MP Saad Al-Khanfour claimed that 
although the country is experiencing a new era and 
fighting corruption, influential people have become 
bigger than the government. He said resolving the 
decades-old problem of bedoons or stateless people 
is easy by granting citizenship to those who deserve 
it and asking the rest to produce their original iden-
tification papers and settle their issues.  

MP Hamdan Al-Azemi criticized the government 
for underperforming, saying Qatar is organizing the 
World Cup and Saudi Arabia is planning to go to 
space, while Kuwait does not even have an enter-
tainment city.  The Assembly continues to debate the 
Amiri address on Wednesday.

Assembly takes 
decisions to...
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country, an Arab country, an Islamic country, to 

organize the World Cup,” he said. 
Qatar’s media has spoken of a “systematic con-

spiracy” by European rivals. Al Sharq newspaper 
slammed “the arrogance” of some European coun-
tries. On a recent European tour, Foreign Minister 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al-Thani 
said in media interviews that there was “a lot of 
hypocrisy in these attacks”. “They are being ped-
dled by a very small number of people, in 10 coun-
tries at most, who are not at all representative of the 
rest of the world,” he told Le Monde without naming 
those involved. 

After a recent British media report on the hacking 
of opponents of Qatar’s World Cup hosting, a govern-
ment official warned: “Qatar will not stand by when 
confronted by such baseless allegations, and all our 
legal options at our disposal are being explored to 

ensure those responsible are held to account.” 
The bitterness expressed in some newspaper edi-

torials is starting to be seen in comments by some 
officials. Sheikh Ahmed bin Hamad Al-Thani, a mem-
ber of the Qatar Football Association executive, told 
Al-Sharq in an interview published Tuesday: “For me, 
the presence of the enemy is a blessing and not a 
curse, because this may push you to do your work in 
the best possible way.” 

Hassan Al-Thawadi, secretary general of Qatar’s 
organizing committee, told Al Jazeera television that 
the Gulf state’s unnamed opponents were jealous of 
its hosting. “The campaigns are due to the fact that 
Qatar is an Arab country that was able to compete as 
equals and snatch the hosting of the tournament.” He 
said the attacks were based on “the stereotyped 
image of the Arab world, which is one of the reasons 
we fought to host the World Cup, to change the 
stereotyped idea about Arabs”.  

The first World Cup to be held in the Arab world 
will kick off on Sunday when the host nation face 
Ecuador. Holding football’s showpiece event in a desert 
state has necessitated an unprecedented reorganiza-
tion of the international calendar, shifting the World 
Cup from its normal slot in the northern hemisphere 
summer to avoid the Gulf’s scorching heat. — AFP 
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 Fund chief Natalia Kanem. “I am here to say clearly 

that the sheer number of human lives is not a cause for 
fear.” Joel Cohen of Rockefeller University’s Laboratory 
of Populations told AFP the question of how many peo-
ple Earth can support has two sides: Natural limits and 
human choices. Our choices result in humans consuming 
far more biological resources, such as forests and land, 
than the planet can regenerate each year. 

The overconsumption of fossil fuels, for example, 
leads to more carbon dioxide emissions, responsible for 
global warming. “We are stupid. We lacked foresight. 
We are greedy. We don’t use the information we have. 
That’s where the choices and the problems lie,” said 
Cohen. However, he rejects the idea that humans are a 
curse on the planet, saying people should be given bet-
ter choices. 

The current population is more than three times 
higher than the 2.5 billion global headcount in 1950. 

However, after a peak in the early 1960s, the world’s 
population growth rate has decelerated dramatically, 
Rachel Snow of the UN Population Fund told AFP. 
Annual growth has fallen from a high of 2.1 percent 
between 1962 and 1965 to below 1 percent in 2020. 

That could potentially fall further to around 0.5 per-
cent by 2050 due to a continued decline in fertility 
rates, the United Nations projects. The UN projects the 
population to continue growing to about 8.5 billion in 
2030, 9.7 billion in 2050, and peaking around 10.4 bil-
lion in the 2080s. Other groups have, however, calculat-
ed different figures. The US-based Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation (IHME) estimated in a 2020 
study that the global population would max out by 
2064, without ever reaching 10 billion, and decline to 
8.8 billion by 2100. 

Since the emergence of the first humans in Africa 
over two million years ago the world’s population has 
ballooned, with only fleeting pauses to the increasing 
number of people sharing Earth. Our ancestors were 
hunter-gatherers, who had few children compared to 
later settled populations in order to maintain their 
nomadic lifestyle. The introduction of agriculture in the 
Neolithic era, around 10,000 BC, brought the first 
known major population leap. — AFP 

Humanity hits 
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repeatedly cast doubt on the competence and 

integrity of officials. “Democracy is worth the wait,” 
tweeted Lake’s opponent, Democrat Katie Hobbs. 
“Thank you, Arizona. I am so honored and so proud 
to be your next Governor.” 

But Lake, who has built her brand on skepticism 
of the mainstream media and the political establish-
ment appeared to reject the projections. “Arizonans 
know BS when they see it,” she tweeted, using a 
euphemism for nonsense. If confirmed by election 
officials, Hobbs’ victory would mark an end to a bit-
ter election campaign which Lake joined in earnest 
when she quit local broadcast journalism last year. 

The former anchor married her made-for-tv smile 

to the flame-throwing political style of Trumpism, 
delighting the Make America Great Again wing of 
her party. She made denial of the 2020 presidential 
election win by Joe Biden a key tenet of her cam-
paign, and said that she would not have validated his 
victory if she had been in the governor’s mansion at 
the time. Her caustic attacks on journalists and elec-
tion officials, including the Republicans heading key 
departments in hotly contested Maricopa County, 
earned her plaudits with the base. 

But they also led to warnings that she was stok-
ing trouble in a country still reeling from the January 
2021 assault on the Capitol by Trump supporters. 
Democratic National  Convention chair  Jaime 
Harrison on Monday tweeted his congratulations to 
Hobbs along with the phrase: “Sanity wins!” Hobbs 
thanked the voters after her projected win. “For the 
Arizonans who did not vote for me, I will work just 
as hard for you - because even in this moment of 
division, I believe there is so much more that con-
nects us,” she said in a statement quoted by US 
media. — AFP 

Trump acolyte 
Kari Lake loses...


