
BEIJING, China: Protesters in southern China
clashed with police in a rare display of public opposi-
tion to anti-COVID measures, videos posted online
showed, after lockdowns in the area were extended
over a surge in infections.

Videos circulating on social media since Monday
night and verified by AFP showed hundreds taking to
the street in the industrial metropolis of Guangzhou,
some tearing down cordons intended to keep locked-
down residents from leaving their homes. A few scuf-
fled with officials in hazmat suits. “No more testing,”
protesters chanted, with some throwing debris at
police.

Another video shows a man trying to swim across
a waterway that separates the affected district of
Haizhu from the neighbouring area, with passers-by
suggesting the man was trying to escape the lock-
down. The district of more than 1.8 million residents
has been the source of the bulk of Guangzhou’s
COVID-19 cases.

Officials announced the first snap lockdown there
in late October, targeting dozens of residential neigh-
bourhoods. And on Monday, a lockdown order cover-
ing nearly two-thirds of the district was extended
until Wednesday night. City officials launched manda-
tory mass testing in nine districts last week, as daily
case numbers rose above 1,000. The megacity of
more than 18 million people reported nearly 2,300
cases on Tuesday, most of them asymptomatic.

China is the only major economy sticking to a
zero-COVID strategy to stamp out virus clusters as
they emerge, but swift and harsh lockdowns have

battered the economy. Under the policy, thousands of
residents can be locked down over just one positive
case in their housing complex. But a torrent of lock-
down-related scandals — where residents have com-
plained of inadequate conditions, food shortages and
delayed emergency medical care — have chipped
away at public confidence in the policy.

Dozens of people took to the streets in southern
tech hub Shenzhen in September after officials
announced a snap lockdown over a handful of
COVID cases. And earlier this year, a gruelling two-

month lockdown in Shanghai — the world’s third
most populous city with more than 25 million resi-
dents — saw widespread food shortages, deaths due
to lack of access to medical care, and scattered
protests.

On Friday the government announced some relax-
ation of the measures, cutting quarantine times for
inbound travellers and scrapping the requirement to
identify and isolate “secondary close contacts” —
those who may have come into contact with infected
people. — AFP
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Officials launch mandatory mass testing as daily case numbers rise above 1,000

Chinese protesters clash with
police over anti-COVID measures

‘No more 
testing’

BEIJING: Health workers are seen at a residential building under lockdown due to COVID-19 coronavirus restrictions at a
residential compound in Beijing on November 15, 2022. — AFP

NUSA DUA, Bali, Indonesia: China’s President Xi Jinping arrives for the G20 leaders’ summit in Nusa Dua, on the Indonesian
resort island of Bali on November 15, 2022. —  AFP

US probe of 
Shireen’s death 
important step
JERUSALEM: The family of Al Jazeera journalist
Shireen Abu Akleh, who was likely killed by an
Zionist soldier, on Tuesday praised a US decision
to open a probe into her death. “This is an impor-
tant step,” a statement from the Palestinian-
American family said, voicing hope for a “truly
independent, credible and thorough probe”.

Abu Akleh was killed while covering an
Zionist army raid in the occupied West Bank on
May 11. The veteran reporter, who was a
Christian, was wearing a bulletproof vest
marked “Press” and a helmet when she was shot
in the head in the Jenin refugee camp, a historic
flashpoint in the Zionist-Palestinian conflict.

The Zionist army conceded on September 5
that one of its soldiers had likely shot Abu Akleh
after mistaking her for a militant. The Abu Akleh
family noted that it had been asking for a US
probe “since the beginning”.

“It is what the United States should do when a
US citizen is killed abroad, especially when they
were killed, like Shireen, by a foreign military.”

Defence Minister Benny Gantz said Zionist
entity “will not cooperate with an external
investigation”. “The decision taken by the US
Justice Department to conduct an investigation
into the tragic passing of Shireen Abu Akleh, is a
mistake. The IDF (Zionist army) has conducted a
professional, independent investigation, which
was presented to American officials with whom
the case details were shared,” Gantz said in a
statement.

The Zionist human rights group B’Tselem,
which works to end the occupation, said it
always believed “some form of international
intervention” would be required to secure jus-
tice for Abu Akleh’s death. “We never thought
Zionist entity could, or was willing to, investigate
itself,” spokeswoman Dror Sadot told AFP.

But she noted that US experts had collabo-
rated in previous investigations which had not
led to Zionist entity taking steps towards
accountability.

“So, let’s say, for the FBI, we’ll believe it when
we see it,” Sadot said.

No prosecution 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation has

refused to confirm or deny the investigation. But
Politico reported that the FBI was probing the
May 11 shooting. Just days after her death,
dozens of Democratic party lawmakers wrote to
Secretary of State Antony Blinken and FBI
Director Christopher Wray demanding an
inquiry, saying the US government had a “duty
to protect Americans reporting abroad”.

The Zionist army’s top lawyer has said that
criminal charges against the soldier likely
involved in the shooting were not merited, as the
individual was acting in what Zionist entity con-
sidered to be an active combat zone. Prime
Minister Yair Lapid has also rejected sugges-
tions the soldier should be prosecuted. “I will
not allow an IDF soldier that was protecting
himself from terrorist fire to be prosecuted just
to receive applause from abroad,” Lapid told a
military ceremony.

Last week, Abu Akleh’s family and colleagues
told UN investigators that she had been deliber-
ately targeted as part of Zionist entity’s “wide-
scale war” on Palestinian media workers, and
called for accountability and justice. Doha-
based Al Jazeera and the Qatari state have also
alleged the Abu Akleh was deliberately targeted
by Zionist soldiers. — AFP

Veteran journalist Shireen Abu Aqleh (Akleh).

Xi urges better 
ties in rare summit 
with Australia
NUSA DUA, Indonesia: Chinese President Xi Jinping
called for soured relations with Australia to “improve”
and “develop” Tuesday, as the two countries held a
first formal summit in more than five years.

After years of animosity that hampered trade ties
and froze top-level  meetings, Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese said the meeting had been “posi-
tive and constructive”. The talks lasted just 32 min-
utes and took place on the margins of a G20 summit
in Bali , but signalled a major diplomatic shift .
Australian and Chinese leaders had a brief exchange
at the 2019 G20 summit in Japan, but have not had a
formal sitdown in more than half a decade. China
has been angered by Australia’s willingness to legis-
late against overseas influence operations, to bar
Huawei from 5G contracts and to call for an inde-
pendent investigation into the origins of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

In recent years, Beijing has levied punitive sanc-
tions on Australian goods, frozen ministerial contacts
and plunged relations into the most serious crisis since
the Tiananmen Square crackdown in 1989. Australian
products from barley and coal to wine, beef and even
infant formula have all been subject to Chinese sanc-

tions. Xi said that previously warm ties between the
two countries were “worth cherishing.” “We should
improve, maintain and develop our relationship, as it is
consistent with the fundamental interests of both
countries’ people.”

Australia’s wealth is in large part based on selling
China the resources it has needed to fuel its remark-
able economic rise. Australia is the among the world’s
largest exporters of iron ore-used in steel-coal and
gas. Canberra had tried to lower expectations that
the talks would fix relations entirely or bring quick
economic relief, framing the face-to-face meeting as
a victory in itself. “I’m very pleased we are having
this meeting today,” Albanese said. “We have had our
differences.”

He insisted Australia would defend its values even
as he welcomed the chance to talk. “Our bilateral rela-
tionship is an important one,” he said. The two coun-
tries have also vied for influence in the South Pacific,
where China has doled out cash and sought to build
influence in small but strategically located island
states.

The United States and Australia suspect China of
trying to establish a military presence in the South
Pacific, something that would up-end the military bal-
ance in the region. Canberra reacted with thinly veiled
panic when it was revealed China had inked a secretive
security deal with the Solomon Islands that allowed
the deployment of Chinese security personnel.
Solomons Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare last
month told AFP he would “not allow” the establish-
ment of a foreign military base. — AFP

UK to build five 
frigates to counter 
Russia threat
LONDON: Britain will spend £4.2 billion ($4.9
billion) on five new frigates from defence giant
BAE Systems to bolster security “in the face of
increased Russian threats”, Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak said Tuesday.

“The UK and allies are taking steps to bol-
ster their security in the face of increased
Russian threats,” Sunak said in a Downing
Street statement. “Russia’s actions put all of us
at risk. As we give the Ukrainian people the
support they need, we are also harnessing the
breadth and depth of UK expertise to protect
ourselves and our allies. This includes building
the next generation of British warships.”

The spending is the next phase in a pro-
gramme under which three vessels are already
under construction, and all eight frigates are
expected to be completed by the mid-2030s. In
a separate statement, BAE Systems confirmed
the order of five more City Class Type 26
frigates.

The British defence giant added that this
would sustain 4,000 jobs across the company
and the wider supply chain. “This contract
secures a critical UK industry and allows us to
build on our long history of shipbuilding as we
continue to deliver cutting-edge equipment to
the Royal Navy into the next decade,” said BAE
chief executive Charles Woodburn.

Tuesday’s announcement came as Sunak
condemned Russia’s “barbaric” invasion of
Ukraine, in a key speech at the Group of 20
(G20) summit in Bali, Indonesia. Russian
President Vladimir Putin has stayed away,
instead sending his foreign minister.

BAE Systems has meanwhile also ramped
up its earnings guidance, citing strong orders
as a result of the “elevated threat environ-
ment” in the wake of the Ukraine conflict. The
group’s share price jumped more than three
percent in late morning deals on London’s flat
stock market.

“BAE is a beneficiary of today’s geopolitical
tension,” noted analyst Olly Anibaba at research
consultancy Third Bridge. “Our experts expect
US and European defence budgets to continue
to grow over the next 2-5 years. The Russia-
Ukraine conflict is a wake-up call for many
European countries.”— AFP

Germany, Spain to 
train Ukraine troops 
under EU programme
BRUSSELS, Belgium: Germany and Spain are
planning to train thousands of Ukrainian troops
under an EU programme to help bolster Kyiv’s
fightback against Russia, officials said Tuesday.
Their assistance adds to announcements already
given by other EU countries that they will train
Ukrainian soldiers  on their  terr i tor ies . The
European Union is launching its largest ever mili-
tary training mission aimed at preparing an initial
15,000 Ukrainian troops for the battlefield. The

main hub for the mission will be in Ukraine’s EU
neighbour Poland, with a secondary headquarters
set up in Germany.

Germany’s  Defence Minister  Christ ine
Lambrecht said at a meeting of EU counterparts in
Brussels that Berlin was planning to train 5,000
Ukrainians “in a wide range of skills” by next June.
Spanish Defence Minister Margarita Robles said
her country would train 400 troops every two
months, with a total capacity of 2,400 a year.

She said facilities had already been put in place
at a training facility in the central city of Toledo to
house the troops. France last month announced that
it would train up to 2,000 Ukrainian soldiers.
Britain, Canada and the United States — all fellow
NATO countries — have already been training
Ukrainian military personnel, in Britain and at a US
base in Germany.

EU fund under strain 
The EU training mission is set up for an initial two

years and is expected to cost around 60 million euros
($62 million) annually. The money comes from the
bloc’s European Peace Facility, a fund that has been
severely strained as it is tapped to cover the cost of
weapon deliveries by EU members to Ukraine.

Defence ministers were discussing whether to bol-
ster the fund, as 3.1 billion euros — of its total 5.7-bil-
lion-euro budget to 2027 — has already been allocat-
ed to arming Ukraine. Brussels says that, along with
deliveries by individual member states, the European
Union has overall provided military arms and equip-
ment worth eight billion euros to Ukraine. That’s
around 45 percent of the value of arms deliveries pro-
vided by the United States.

Kyiv’s European backers have been buoyed by
Ukraine’s recent liberation of the key city of Kherson

from Russian forces and have pledged to keep the
support flowing. “It means that the help that Ukraine is
getting — weapons but also training — is working in
the battlefield,” said Dutch Defence Minister Kajsa
Ollongren.

“It means the Ukraine has a very good military
strategy. So I think it’s extremely important and it
means that we have to continue our support to
Ukraine,” she said. EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell, also attending the defence ministers’ meeting,
said that the “very sophisticated” nature of modern
weapons and tactics required that armies employing
them “be completely trained”.

He hailed the Ukrainian army’s advances. “Russia’s
troops are retreating. The war is taking a completely
different turn than (Russian President Vladimir) Putin
could have imagined when he launched this attack
against Ukraine nine months ago,” he said. — AFP


