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of her painting, titled “Women’s
Empowerment”, because the women’s
rights movement is experiencing an awak-
ening with women in the parliament and
movements like Abolish 135. “Therefore, I
loved the idea of having a role in it, no mat-

ter how small,” she added.
Rayan Al-Ghashem, Kuwaiti artist, said

she started painting at the age of 10, say-
ing she usually doesn’t stick to one theme
in her drawings. “I draw how I feel like; I
don’t have my own theme, but when I start
drawing, the ideas flow spontaneously and
that’s how art happens,” she said. She

pointed out that she chose this mural at
Kuwait Times to demonstrate the idea that
women are unstoppable and powerful
beyond measure, and that they’re capable
of pretty much everything on the planet.
“Women can be adventurous, funny, angry,

creative and intelligent,” Ghashem added.
Shaikha Alobaidli, or Mad Brush, as

people call her, a Kuwaiti artist, was select-
ed by her school since the age of nine to
participate in many art competitions, which
encouraged her to continue her journey in
developing her skills. “In 2010, I started my
first painting on the walls of my bedroom,

as I got support from my mother, who
appreciated my talent. Basically, I don’t
have a certain way to choose my idea or
theme. Sometimes, it comes like a thought
or even a picture that just pops up in my
mind, and I feel like it would be a great
painting,” she said.

Regarding her mural at Kuwait Times,
Alobaidli said: “The topic is about women. I
like to draw something that shows a part of
me and represents many of the women in
the world who are strong and independent
people who can’t be restricted by tram-
mels, because they have the power.
However, they spread love, give the world
a better color and look by their inner beau-
ty and kindness,” she said.

Saja Al-Saadon, a Kuwaiti artist, said
she chose her painting’s theme because
she wanted to draw something related to
women’s empowerment. “When I thought
about this topic, the first thing that popped
in mind was my mother and how she is a
strong person who manages and handles
everything at our home as a single house-
wife. She inspired me to make this beauti-
ful wall mural,” she told Kuwait Times. “I
live in a family that is close to art. I got my
art talent from my family and they have
supported me since I was a child. This
encouraged me, and I am practicing every
day until I have my own art exhibitions,”
she added.
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