
LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo appears
to have burnt his bridges with
Manchester United after launching a
stinging tirade against the club and faces
an uncertain future as he prepares for
the World Cup. The Portugal superstar
told Piers Morgan’s show on TalkTV that
he feels “betrayed” by the Premier
League club and that he has no respect
for new manager Erik ten Hag. He also
hit out at the club’s US owners, the
Glazer family, stating they care far more
about the money-making potential of
United than results on the pitch.

The 37-year-old forward even fired a
broadside against former teammates
Gary Neville and Wayne Rooney, saying
“they are not my friends” after recent
criticism from the pair. The club have
been cautious in their response so far,
saying they would consider their
response “after the full facts have been
established”. But after such a outburst it
is almost impossible to imagine a way
back for Ronaldo at Old Trafford.

ESPN reported that Ten Hag has told
United bosses that Ronaldo should not
play for the club again. Ronaldo and
United could part ways when the trans-
fer window opens in January, but it is not
certain there will be a suitable buyer for

the player despite his status in the game.
The veteran, who recently scored his
700th club goal, was angling for a move
in the summer window after United
failed to qualify for this season’s
Champions League.

But Premier League and European
giants opted not to move for a player
who was once the hottest property in
world football, leaving him stuck at
United. They will likely be even more
wary now, having witnessed Ronaldo’s
behavior, though the five-time Ballon
d’Or winner has reportedly held talks
with Bayern Munich. He has also been
linked with an emotional return to
Sporting Lisbon, where he came through
the youth ranks, but he would have to
accept a huge hit to his reported weekly
pay packet at United of around
£500,000 ($593,000).

Fading force 
With there is much uncertainty about

the future, what is clear is that Ronaldo
is struggling to accept his reduced status
in the game at a club that has fallen from
the pinnacle of English football. In 2009
he left a United side who were one of the
top teams in Europe but the team he
rejoined limped to a sixth-place finish in

the Premier League despite his 24 goals
in all competitions.

Ronaldo made his name in his first
spell at Old Trafford, developing from a
prodigiously gifted teenager when he
arrived in 2003 into one of the deadliest
attackers in world football. He won his
first Champions League trophy and first
Ballon d’Or during a trophy-laden spell
under Alex Ferguson.

He left United after six years for Real
Madrid, where he became the club’s
greatest-ever goalscorer, winning the
Champions League four more times.
Ronaldo spent three years at Juventus
from 2018 before a return to
Manchester, where he proved he was still
a force to reckon with. But the feverish
excitement generated by his second
coming is now a distant memory. The
forward has been a peripheral figure this
season in an improving side under Ten
Hag and was recently disciplined for
refusing to come on as a substitute.

Ronaldo, who has scored just three
goals this season, had returned to the
team in recent weeks and even cap-
tained the Red Devils in a 3-1 loss at
Aston Villa, though he was not in the
squad for United’s final match before
the World Cup break. In 2018 he was

voted by Manchester United fans as the
club’s best player of the Premier
League era but his explosive words
have threatened to break those bonds.

It appears unlikely Ronaldo, about to
embark on what will almost certainly be
his final World Cup in Qatar, will ever
play for the club again. — AFP 
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Ronaldo risks Manchester Utd 
legacy after explosive tirade

Portugal superstar feels ‘betrayed’ by Premier League club

Unhappy Verstappen 
faces more turbulence 
SAO PAULO: After a year of almost unflustered
supremacy, Max Verstappen left Brazil in an irrita-
ble mood on Monday and with much to ponder as
he flew to the Gulf with the prospect of another tur-
bulent weekend at the season-ending Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix. The two-time world champion,
embroiled in arguments with his Red Bull team and
a collision with old foe Lewis Hamilton in Sunday’s
Brazilian Grand Prix, was given a five-second time
penalty for driving into the seven-time champion.

Before he departed, the stewards also handed
him two penalty points on his super licence to add
to his irritations. He has only a modest seven in a 12-
month period, but it did nothing to soothe him after
Red Bull’s worst result since the season-opening
Bahrain Grand Prix in March. George Russell led
Hamilton home in a dominant Mercedes one-two to
claim his maiden Grand Prix win ahead of the two
Ferraris-a result that suggested Mercedes have
recovered fully from their early-season struggles
and seized the momentum.

Russell had also won Saturday’s sprint race to
secure pole position for Sunday while Hamilton fin-
ished second for a third consecutive race, having
climbed back from being eighth after clashing with
Verstappen. The Dutchman, annoyed by his car’s
high level of degradation and lack of pace, refused
team orders to give sixth place to team-mate Sergio
Perez on the final lap in a curt radio rebuke. “He’s
showed who he really is,” said the Mexican.

An emergency meeting followed, with placatory
statements and handshakes, but the damage was
done. “It’s not conducive to team spirit,” said former
driver Timo Glock. “Next year, Perez will consider

whether to support Verstappen again. “A year ago,
he made him world champion - so he could have
returned the favor and helped him in return. I don’t
understand his reaction. Something much bigger
must have happened.”

‘Payback’ 
Verstappen declined to explain his motives, but

reports in the Netherlands suggested it had been a
‘payback’ for Perez’s alleged decision to crash
deliberately during qualifying at the Monaco Grand
Prix, ending the session and spoiling his team-
mate’s run. Perez took third place on the grid ahead
of Verstappen and won the race.

The intra-team row at Red Bull dominated pad-
dock chatter, but Verstappen still took another ver-
bal swipe at Hamilton for not leaving him enough

space when they clashed. “That’s what happens,” he
said. “I thought that after last year we might have
forgotten everything and could finally fight. I
thought ‘let’s have a great fight’ but he had zero
intention to leave space. “If you asked me if I would
do it again, I would say ‘without a doubt’.”

Hamilton was unfazed. “You know how it is with
Max,” he said, knowing that Verstappen and Red
Bull were stung by their first emphatic defeat in
eight months. “The most important thing for us is
this result,” added Hamilton. “Going into the winter,
the team knows that we’re on the right track now.”
Asked if he felt singled out for attack by
Verstappen, he said it was “natural when you have
success and the numbers on your chest that you
become a bit of a target, but that’s ok. It’s nothing
that I haven’t dealt with before.” —AFP 

SAO PAULO: Mercedes’ British driver George Russell is chased by his teammate British driver Lewis Hamilton
(right) and Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen during the start of the Formula One Brazil Grand Prix
at the Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace racetrack. —AFP 

Cuba calls up MLB 
baseball stars for 
first time
HAVANA: Cuba on Monday called up two
baseball players that have defected to the
United States for the first time to a pre-tourna-
ment squad ahead of next year’s World
Baseball Classic.  Andy Ibanez and Yoan Lopez
both play in Major League Baseball having
defected from the communist-run island nation
in 2014.

Cuba has traditionally barred its sports stars
from leaving the country to pursue lucrative
professional careers elsewhere, leading many
to defect, often while traveling abroad to rep-
resent the national team. A record number of
Cuban baseballers defected in last year after
around half of the 24-member under-23 nation-
al baseball team disappeared at the World Cup
in Mexico.

Athletes from other sports such as boxing
and athletics have also defected. Infielder
Ibanez of the Detroit Tigers and pitcher Lopez
of the New York Mets, both 29, join Elian
Leyva, who plays for Naranjeros de Hermosillo
in Mexico, as the first players based in major
foreign professional leagues to be called up by
Havana. Over the last decade Cuba has soft-
ened its stance against professionalism, partic-
ularly in baseball, which is the national pastime.

In 2013, the Cuban government agreed to
allow its players to sign for teams in foreign
leagues in a bid to stem the flow of defections
since former president Fidel Castro abolished
professional sport in the country after the com-
munist revolution of 1959. In December 2018,
the MLB and Cuban federation signed a deal
that would have allowed Cuban players to sign
for MLB sides in return for a payment to the
Cuban Baseball Federation. —AFP 

J-Rod, Harris 
named MLB 
top rookies
NEW YORK: Seattle Mariners centerfielder Julio
Rodriguez and Atlanta Braves centerfielder Michael
Harris won Major League Baseball Rookie of the Year
awards on Monday. Dominican-born Rodriguez, nick-
named J-Rod, captured the American League top
rookie trophy while the National League award went
to Harris in voting by a media panel. Rodriguez had
29 of 30 first-place votes for 148 points while
Baltimore catcher Adley Rutschman took the other
and was second with 68 points, 24 more than
Cleveland outfielder Steven Kwan.

Harris had 22 first-place votes and 134 total points
to edge teammate Spencer Strider, who garnered the
other eight first-place votes and 103 points. They are
only the eighth set of teammates to finish 1-2 in top
rookie voting and the first since 2011. Rodriguez, 21,
became the fifth Seattle player to take the Rookie of
the Year award after Kyle Lewis, Ichiro Suzuki,
Kazuhiro Sasaki and Alvin Davis. He was also the
eighth Dominican in either league to be named a top
season rookie.

Aside from leading all rookies with 28 home runs,
Rodriguez ranked second with 75 runs batted in, 84
runs scored and 25 stolen bases. In becoming the first
player with 25 homers and 25 stolen bases in his rookie
season, RodrÌguez achieved the feat in 125 games,
three fewer than the old mark set by 2012 AL Rookie of
the Year Mike Trout. Harris, a 21-year-old playing for
his hometown club, is the ninth Brave to capture the
NL rookie award and the first since outfielder Ronald
Acuna Jr in 2018. After making his MLB debut in late
May, Harris had 19 homers and 20 stolen bases. — AFP 


