
KUWAIT: Head of the Kuwait Environmental Lens
team Rashed Al-Hajji said Wednesday that Kuwait
is considered one of the most diverse countries with
regards to birds, as the list of birds reached 415
species, with their numbers in the thousands.
Speaking to KUNA, Hajji said the season of bird
migration begins at the start of autumn and the end
of summer in September, when most birds return to
Africa from the north of the globe after the day
becomes shorter in the north and longer in the
south, so the birds migrate for longer days and bet-
ter climate from the north. In spring, the birds return
to the north in search of longer days and a better
climate than the south.

These are various species of birds, with large
birds migrating in the morning, such as eagles,
storks, pelicans and raptors, Hajji mentioned.
Several types of birds come to Kuwait to spend
winter and spring here, such as flamingos, seabirds,
gulls and some small birds, for example robins, owls,
ducks of all kinds and egrets, he noted.

At the beginning of January, the owls begin to lay
eggs with chicks hatching in February and March in

the desert of Kuwait, until reaching the time of the
second migration in March, when migratory birds
return to the north again, Hajji pointed out. Birds of
many different types continue to be present in

Kuwait throughout the year in Kuwait, making the
country one of the most well-known countries
worldwide for diversity of birds compared to its
area, he explained. — KUNA  
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Friendship, trust 
and new partnership
in a new era 
By Chung Byung-ha 
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to
Kuwait

First of all, I would like to congratulate the
people of Kuwait on having a new govern-
ment and a new National Assembly. I

believe it is time to move forward to a new chap-
ter in our two countries’ relationship. The
Republic of Korea and the State of Kuwait have
dearly cherished and diligently developed our
relations for more than four decades. 

If there are some words to define our rela-
tionship, these would be “friendship, trust and
partnership”. Our friendship remains deep-root-
ed. Our mutual trust stays unwavering. Our part-
nership grows stronger. As we begin to emerge
from the long and painful tunnel of COVID-19, I
am thinking back to the day when a Kuwait char-
ter flight sent back home about 200 Koreans and
brought in around 100 Korean businessmen in
April 2020.   

Koreans are still remembering it as the first
charter flight sending Korean businessmen
abroad at the height of the pandemic. Kuwait did

it at a time when
uncertainty still pre-
vailed. Only our
friendship and mutual
trust can explain it. Of
course, there is no
shortage of evidences
of our partnership.
The beautiful skylines
over Sheikh Jaber
Causeway, a pleasant
drive along the First
Ring Road, pure
water being pumped
out from Doha desali-
nation plants, huge

carriers anchoring at the LNG import terminal
and flare stacks at the new refineries - all these
symbolize our partnership.

Kuwait is one of the largest oil suppliers to
Korea. Kuwaiti oil never stopped running
through Korea’s economic artery even during the
oil crisis in the 1970s. Korea stood firmly with
Kuwait during the Gulf War. Likewise, Kuwait
has solidly supported my country in our quest
for establishing peace and security on the
Korean peninsula. Our two nations rose from the
scourge of war. Both of us have built our lives
from the ashes of destruction. We are peace-lov-
ing countries. We are peace-making countries.

Now we are looking beyond the horizon.
Korea has expanded the areas of our coopera-
tion into new sectors such as healthcare, renew-
able energy, smart city, smart farm, education
and so on. I am sure that Kuwait’s 2035 vision is
a big strategy to make Kuwait more sustainable.
Korea has been and will be a faithful partner for
realizing this vision. 

On top of that, Korea is committed to playing
a larger role in global sustainable growth. That is
why Korea is trying to host the 2030 World
Expo. The theme of the Busan Expo will tackle
various global challenges such as responding to
climate change, to which Kuwait also reaffirms
its commitment at the COP27 summit.

Furthermore, our two countries have vigor-
ously promoted cultural exchanges. A new
Korean language institute is to be opened at
Kuwait University this year and the recent visit
of bright young Kuwaitis to Korea for STEM
education would be a good case in point for
thinking about what we can do for our future
generations. 

The Republic of Korea is ready to go togeth-
er with Kuwait. It is because Kuwait is a great
country. For the greatness is more about the
ability to transform our aspirations for building
peace and helping others into reality. Kuwait, as
an International Humanitarian Center, exerting
good offices to mediate peaceful solutions to
regional and global conflicts, has been a constant
source of inspirations for promoting humanity.

Kuwait is a shining country. It has a brighter
future ahead. It is not only because Kuwait has
an enormous potential, vision and resources for
further prosperity, but also because a friend
like Korea will always work together with
Kuwait.  Therefore, let’s celebrate not just what
we have done so far, but what we will do
together in the future.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity
to extend my best wishes for the continued
health and happiness to HH the Amir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. Again, I wish for peace and prosperi-
ty of the State of Kuwait and its great people.
Thank you.  

Chung Byung-ha 

Head of Mideast affairs
at Le Figaro visits
Reconnaissance
Research 
KUWAIT: Reconnaissance Research’s Deputy
CEO Yousef Alghusain welcomed Georges
Malbrunot, head of Middle East affairs at Le Figaro
newspaper, at the onset of the latter’s visit to
Kuwait. Alghusain said international media outlets
and platforms such as Le Figaro, which was estab-
lished almost 200 years ago, play a major and
important role in providing the public with valuable
news and information.

Alghusain said Malbrunot is a seasoned career
journalist with more than 30 years of ground field
work. He was taken hostage in 2004 by an extremist
group in Iraq and continues to dive into deep
waters while searching for facts and speaking truth
to power. He continued: “I was delighted to speak
with him today amongst a few intellectuals in a

closed discussion about Kuwait, and to listen to him
as well, being an expert in the region’s affairs”.

For his part, Malbrunot said: “I have not been to
Kuwait since 2014. I am here to see how the country
is facing this very complicated time with a lot of

change in the region. It’s
always a pleasure being
here in a country which is
discrete in the interna-
tional arena, but it’s
important to remind

Western opinion its specificity among them with the
presence of an elected parliament, a unique phe-
nomenon in the Gulf”.

He concluded: “Reconnaissance Research estab-
lished itself as an independent voice from Kuwait.
As an observer from France, I was highly encour-
aged to reach out to this institute. It was a very
fruitful meeting and we will certainly cooperate
more between us in the future in order to build bet-
ter understandings on matters of mutual interest”.
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KOTC wins IMO
2022 Maritime
Standard award
KUWAIT: Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC)
announced that it won the Maritime Standard award
2022 regarding education and training in the mar-
itime industry in the Middle East and the Indian
subcontinent, granted by the International Maritime
Organization (IMO). In a statement Wednesday,
KOTC confirmed that winning the award at a cere-
mony held recently in Dubai was a culmination of its
efforts and its employees, noting that qualifying
skills is a priority for KOTC.

KOTC was established in 1957 and is considered
the first Gulf company specialized in the field of
transporting oil and natural gas, being a subsidiary
of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation. IMO is consid-
ered one of the most vital international bodies in
evaluating the maritime industry, with high perform-
ance, especially with regards to ship management,
marine industries and operation and maintenance of
ships related to oil and gas transportation.

The organization grants its awards based on
arbitration decisions issued by a committee con-
sisting of a group of international arbitrators spe-
cialized in the maritime transport industry, in
accordance with international standards and crite-
ria that made it one of the most important awards
in this field. —KUNA 

Kuwait celebrates
Italian cuisine week 
KUWAIT: The 7th edition of the Italian Cuisine
Week in the World opened at the Residence of the
Ambassador of Italy to Kuwait Carlo Baldocci. 

Conviviality, sustainability, and innovation are the
ingredients of Italian cuisine for people’s health and
safeguarding the planet and are the three character-
istics stressed in this year’s edition.

Chef Emanuele of “Olio Trattoria Italiana” at
Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel & Spa was the mas-
termind behind the organization of the week’s

opening, which will be celebrated in several main
hotels’ restaurants in Kuwait.

Ambassador Baldocci during his speech under-
lined that Italian food and beverage exports to
Kuwait from Jan 2022 increased 45 percent com-
pared to the same period of the previous year, with
sales expansion of 60 percent, according to three
main retail chains in Kuwait. He also underlined that
there is comfortable room for further increases and
that in March next year, an impressive food and
food security Italian business mission and forum will
take place in Kuwait.

Events related to the Italian Cuisine Week in the
World will accompany the duration of the Italian
culinary experience all over the month of
November. 


