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PARIS: Iran issued a second death sentence in 
three days and clashes killed at least six people as 
women-led protests over Mahsa Amini’s death in 
custody entered a third month Wednesday. Street 
violence raged across Iran overnight as protests 
sparked by the September 16 death of Amini 
intensified on the anniversary of a lethal 2019 
crackdown. 

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian woman of Kurdish 
origin, died in the custody of the notorious morality 
police after her arrest for an alleged breach of Iran’s 
strict dress code for women. “We’ll fight! We’ll die! 
We’ll take back Iran!” dozens of protesters could be 
heard chanting around a bonfire on a Tehran street 
overnight, in a video published by the 1500tasvir 
social media monitor. 

In widely shared video verified by AFP, security 
forces appear to open fire on dozens of commuters 
at a Tehran metro station, causing them to scramble 
and fall over each other on the platform. Organisers 
of the protests have called for three days of actions 
to commemorate hundreds killed in the “Bloody 
Aban”-or Bloody November-demonstrations that 
erupted on November 15, 2019 after a shock deci-
sion to hike fuel prices. 

Bazaar shops were shuttered and students boy-

cotted class before people hit the streets after dark, 
chanting anti-government slogans and braving tear 
gas, according to videos posted online. But the 
1500tasvir monitor said families of those killed in 
the 2019 crackdown “were forced to cancel the cer-
emonies” as a result of “the Islamic republic’s 
threats and pressure”. 

 
‘Guards killed’  

The Iranian authorities have struggled to contain 
the protests, which have seen women remove and 
burn their headscarves and face off with the securi-
ty forces on the street. State media said “rioters”-a 
term used by officials to describe protesters-killed 
two members of the Revolutionary Guards and a 
member of its Basij paramilitary force on Tuesday. 

Guards Colonel Reza Almasi was shot dead in 
Bukan, a city in Amini’s home province of Kurdistan, 
and another Guards member, Reza Azabar, was 
gunned down in Kamyaran, a Kurish majority city in 
West Azerbaijan province, the official IRNA news 
agency reported. 

The Basij member died after being hit by a 
Molotov cocktail in the southern city of Shiraz, it 
added. Three protesters have been killed, two in 
Sanandaj and one in Kamyaran by direct fire from 

government forces, Oslo-based rights group 
Hengaw said. 

The unrest was fanned by fury over the dress 
rules for women, but has grown into a broad move-
ment against the theocracy that has ruled Iran since 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution. It has shown no sign of 
abating despite the authorities’ use of lethal force 
and a campaign of mass arrests that has snared 
activists, journalists and lawyers. 

Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights said on 
Saturday that security forces had killed at least 326 
people, including 43 children and 25 women, in the 
crackdown on the Amini protests. IHR said at least 
15,000 people have been arrested-a figure the 
Iranian authorities deny. 

 
Fear of mass executions  

The judiciary said a revolutionary court on 
Tuesday handed down the second death sentence 
over the “riots” that have rocked the country since 
Amini’s death. The unnamed defendant was accused 
of “terrorising people in the street using a bladed 
weapon, setting fire to the motorcycle of a citizen, 
and attacking a person with a knife”, its Mizan 
Online website reported. 

It came three days after a court issued the first 

death sentence in connection with the protest 
movement that has shaken the Islamic republic’s 
clerical leadership. Five others have been sentenced 
to prison terms of between five and 10 years for 
“gathering and conspiring to commit crimes against 
national security and disturbing public order”, 
Mizan said. 

IHR director Mahmood Amiry-Moghaddam 
said the second death sentence was expected 
and that more are likely to be announced “one by 
one to minimise the reactions”. “We strongly 
condemn the death sentences issued by the 
Islamic republic judiciary, which is part of the 
oppressive regime and not an independent judi-
cial system,” he told AFP. 

“Protesters don’t have access to lawyers in the 
interrogation phase, they are subjected to physical 
and mental torture to give false confessions and 
sentenced based on the confessions by the revolu-
tionary courts. 

“The international community must send a 
strong warning to the Islamic republic that execu-
tion of protesters will have severe consequences,” 
said Amiry-Moghaddam. “We fear mass execu-
tions, unless the political cost of executions 
increases significantly,” he told AFP. — AFP
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Bazaar shops were shuttered, students boycott class before people hit the streets after dark

BERLIN: More than 30 years on, a German man on 
Wednesday went on trial accused of murdering a 
Ghanian man in an arson attack on a home for asylum 
seekers. The defendant, referred to by the court as Peter 
S., is also facing  20 charges of attempted murder in the 
case dating back to September 1991. 

The accused, who was 20 years old at the time, had a 
“right-wing extremist and racist motivation” for starting 
the fire at the asylum seekers’ lodgings in the town of 
Saarlouis, prosecutors said. Now 51 years old, the sus-
pect was arrested in April and has since then been held 
in pre-trial detention. He rejects the accusations made 
against him. 

In the early hours of September 19, 1991, Peter S. 
allegedly poured petrol at the entrance to the refugees’ 
accommodation before setting light to it. The fire spread 
rapidly up the stairwell, engulfing 27-year-old Ghanaian 
Samuel Yeboah, who died the same day, after suffering 
serious burns and smoke inhalation. 

Two residents saved themselves by jumping out of 
the window, suffering broken bones. The remaining 18 
reached safety uninjured, prosecutors said. The accused 
“accepted that residents could be injured and killed due 
to his contempt for human beings”, state prosecutor 
Sophie Goessl said at the opening of the trial. 

Peter S. was allegedly involved in the skinhead scene 
around Saarlouis from the early nineties. But he had 
since left that world behind in 2007, his representatives 
said. “This is 30 years in the past and stands in contrast 
to his life today,” lawyer Guido Britz said. The case 
remained unsolved for decades before investigations 
were restarted two years ago after new evidence was 
unearthed. In front of the court, left-wing groups held a 
rally against the infamous attack being forgotten. “For 
the first time Yeboah’s murder will be seriously and pro-
fessionally investigated,” they said.  — AFP 
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PARIS: French MPs are set to begin debating a ban 
on bullfighting on Wednesday, with a vote due later 
this month that has enraged lovers of the blood sport 
in the south of the country. The issue has split the rul-
ing coalition of President Emmanuel Macron and the 
biggest opposition party, the far-right National Rally, 
which is led by animal-lover Marine Le Pen. 

Despite having widespread public support, most 
observers expect the bid to fail as a majority of MPs 
fear a backlash in rural areas and bullfighting heart-
lands where the practice is a cherished cultural tradi-
tion. “I think the majority of French people share the 
view that bullfights are immoral, a spectacle that no 
longer has its place in the 21st century,” the left-wing 
opposition MP behind the attempt to ban it, Aymeric 
Caron, told AFP earlier this year. 

A poll by the Ifop survey group earlier this year 
backs Caron’s claim, with 77 percent of respondents 
approving of a ban, up from 50 percent in 2007. MPs 
will begin discussing draft legislation during a hearing 
of the parliament’s law commission on Wednesday. 

A full vote is scheduled for November 24, which 
would be the first time the national assembly has pon-
dered outlawing a tradition that was idolised by artists 
from Ernest Hemingway to Pablo Picasso. The draft 
law would modify existing animal welfare law to 
remove exemptions for bullfights when they can be 
shown to be “uninterrupted local traditions.” 

These are granted in towns such as Bayonne and 
Mont-de-Marsan in southwest France and along the 
Mediterranean coast including Arles, Beziers and 
Nimes. The law would also ban cock-fighting which is 
permitted in some areas in northern France. 

“The MP Caron, in a very moralising tone, wants to 
explain to us, from Paris, what is good or bad in the 
south,” the furious mayor of Mont-de-Marsan, Charles 
Dayot, told AFP. Bullfighting is “our identity, a living 
culture. Leave us alone with our traditions!” added 
Dayot, who is vice-president of the Union of French 
Bullfighting Towns. 

 
 Spanish import?  

Although the head of Macron’s Renaissance party 
in parliament, Aurore Berge, signed an open letter call-
ing for a ban on bullfighting last year, others in the 
party are fiercely opposed to the bill. Justice Minister 
Eric Dupond-Moretti is known to be a bullfighting fan, 
while some oppose the legislation on the grounds that 
it will deepen a widening urban-rural divide in France. 

“It will disappear on its own. There is less and 
less of it,” Jean-Rene Cazeneuve, a ruling party 
MP elected from the southern Gers region, told 
AFP. “There’s no point banning it and humiliating 

people who see it as a tradition.” 
When running for president earlier this year, Le Pen 

made animal welfare a plank of her manifesto, promis-
ing to give animals a constitutional status and declar-
ing that “wanton mistreatment of animals was intolera-
ble in our society.” 

She has proposed restricting bullfightinng audi-
ences  to over-18s, while senior MP Julien Odoul is 
expected to vote in favour of a blanket ban. Judicial 
attempts to outlaw the practice have repeatedly 
failed, with courts routinely rejecting lawsuits 
lodged by animal rights activists, most recently in 
July 2021 in Nimes. 

The debate in France pitching animal rights’ 
defenders against traditionalists is echoed in other 
countries with bullfighting histories, including Spain 
and Portugal as well as Mexico, Colombia and 
Venezuela. In June, a judge in Mexico City ordered an 
indefinite suspension of bullfighting in the capital’s his-
toric bullring, the largest in the world. — AFP 
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DAX, France: File photo shows bullfighters (L) look on as an anti-bullfighting activist (R) runs onto the are-
na after the death of a bull during the Dax Festival, at The Dax Arena in south-western France. — AFP
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At present, expats are allowed to receive treatment 

at public hospitals and clinics, but only after paying an 
annual fee of KD 50 per year, in addition to paying 
charges for most medical treatments.  

During the debate of the Amiri Address, MP Hubaini 
and several others called on the government to find 
quick solutions for the decades-old problem of about 
120,000 bedoons. Hubaini said he is calling for a solu-

tion mainly for the interest of Kuwait, because the 
country must get rid of this dilemma. He said the solu-
tion is simple: Those who deserve citizenship must be 
given one and the rest should be dealt with civil courts.  

MP Mohammad Hayef also called for resolving the 
plight of bedoons, saying many bedoon families are 
facing difficult circumstances as they can’t get jobs. MP 
Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf said that to achieve durable politi-
cal stability in Kuwait, the government must be backed 
by a parliamentary majority. A number of lawmakers 
however cautioned the prime minister that if his gov-
ernment does not translate its pledges into actions, it 
could face tough times ahead and be held accountable. 
They demanded the government to present a reason-
able program of action as soon as possible. The 
Assembly was then adjourned until Nov 29. 

Court to rule on 
poll challenges...
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“We have been innocent victims caught in the 

midst of political confrontations,” the company said. 
The row began in April after the Russian-flagged 
tanker Pegas carrying Iranian crude was seized near 
Athens. The more than 115,000-tonne Pegas was 
originally headed to Marmara terminal in Turkey, 
according to the Marine Traffic website. 

The Iranian foreign ministry on Wednesday said 
the tanker “had to seek refuge in Greek ports due to 
adverse weather conditions and technical defects”. 
Greek media at the time reported that the Pegas 
was being escorted by a tugboat towards the 
Peloponnese, but was forced to moor near the 
island of Evia owing to poor weather. In seizing the 
ship, Greece said at the time it was enforcing EU 
sanctions imposed on Russia following its invasion 
of Ukraine in February. 

Though the tanker was soon renamed from Pegas 
to Lana and changed hands, and Greek authorities 
said it would be released, the United States 
Department of Justice demanded that its Iranian 
crude cargo be seized. Tehran strongly protested 
that decision, calling it “international robbery”. 
Greece in turn called the move to seize the two 
Greek tankers “piracy”. 

When Athens said it would deliver the oil to 
Washington, Iranian helicopters landed commandos 
on the two tankers, which were taken to the port of 
Bandar Abbas. One of them, the Delta Poseidon, was 
sailing in international waters at the time, the Greek 
foreign ministry said in May. In June, a Greek court 
ordered that the Iranian oil that had begun to be 
removed from the tanker should be returned. But in 
a separate ruling, a “temporary departure ban” was 
placed on the Lana at the request of a Greek tug-
boat company demanding payment from the ves-
sel’s owner for its services. On Wednesday, the 
Marine Traffic website showed the Lana had left the 
Greek port of Piraeus and was en route to Beirut. 

Meanwhile, the Zionist entity blamed Iran on 
Wednesday after what it said was a drone strike 
hit a tanker operated by a Zionist-owned firm car-
rying gas oil off the coast of Oman. The Pacific 
Zircon was “hit by a projectile approximately 150 
miles off the coast of Oman ... on 15 November,” 
Singapore-based firm Eastern Pacific Shipping 
which operates the vessel said in a statement, 
adding that there were no reports of casualties or 
any leakage of the cargo. 

“There is some minor damage to the vessel’s 
hull but no spillage of cargo or water ingress,” said 
the company which is owned by Zionist billionaire 
Idan Ofer - one of two sons of shipping magnate 
Sammy Ofer, who died in 2011. The tanker was car-
rying 42,000 tons of gasoil and bound for Buenos 
Aires, according to Samir Madani, co-founder of 
website TankerTrackers.com, an oil shipping online 
research firm. — AFP 
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of the rocket assembly building along with a group 

of astronauts. 
America last sent astronauts to the Moon during 

the Apollo era, from 1969-1972. This time it hopes 
to build a sustained presence - including a lunar 
space station - to help prepare for an eventual mis-
sion to Mars in the 2030s. There were nervous 

moments as teams worked to overcome technical 
issues that ate into the two-hour launch window, 
which opened at 1:04 am. 

First, engineers were forced to pause the flow of 
liquid hydrogen into the core stage Tuesday night 
because of a valve leak, but a team sent to the launch 
pad resolved the issue after about an hour, by tight-
ening loose bolts. Later, the space agency reported 
that a radar site monitoring the rocket’s flight path 
was experiencing problems due to a faulty ethernet 
switch, which had to be replaced. It was third time 
lucky for NASA after two previous launch attempts 
were canceled for technical reasons. The launch was 
also delayed due to weather setbacks including 
Hurricane Ian, which battered Florida in late 
September. — AFP 
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more years,” Trump vowed, while the US leader 

greeted his announcement with a tweet saying: “Donald 
Trump failed America.” 

Trump, who was impeached for seeking political dirt 
on Biden from Ukraine and again after the Jan 6, 2021 
attack on the Capitol by his supporters, launches his 
new bid with several potential handicaps. He is the tar-
get of multiple investigations into his conduct before, 

during and after his first term as president - which could 
ultimately result in his disqualification. These include 
allegations of fraud by his family business, his role in the 
attack on the Capitol, his attempt to overturn the 2020 
election, and his stashing of classified documents at 
Mar-a-Lago. 

Meanwhile Trump’s Republicans are licking their 
wounds after disappointing midterms, widely blamed 
on the underperformance of Trump-anointed candi-
dates, and some are openly asking whether Trump - 
with his divisive politics and mess of legal woes - is 
the right person to carry the party colors next time 
around. Several possible 2024 primary rivals are cir-
cling, chief among them the governor of Florida Ron 
DeSantis, who bucked the tide and won a resounding 
reelection victory on Nov 8. — AFP 
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Schinas, who is tasked with “promoting our 

European way of life”, was in Kuwait to discuss that 
issue and others when the executions were carried 
out. “We will draw the consequences that this will 
have on the discussions... to put Kuwait on the visa 
free list,” Schinas said in a statement. He said the EU’s 
foreign service arm had summoned Kuwait’s ambas-
sador to the EU in Brussels over the development. 

Schinas noted that the European Parliament was to 

vote Thursday on a European Commission proposal 
to put Kuwait on the EU’s visa-free list. If adopted 
the measure, long sought by Kuwait, would allow 
Kuwaiti citizens to enter the European Union for 
short stays of up to three months without the need 
for a Schengen visa which is currently required. 
Qatar, which is hosting the World Cup football tour-
nament from this weekend, is also part of the commis-
sion proposal. 

Schinas also said the executions would color a pre-
viously arranged “human rights dialogue” between the 
EU and Kuwait next week. Schinas and the EU’s 
European External Action Service both strongly con-
demned the executions. “Human rights issues are at 
the core of (the) EU’s internal and external relations, 
directly affecting all our policies,” a spokesman for EU 
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said. — Agencies 
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