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T
wo early Andy Warhol paintings
were sold at auction in New York
on Tuesday by the family of the

pop art visionary, the first in a series of
little-known works that will reach the
art market, his nephew told AFP. The
1948 self-portrait “Nosepicker 1: Why
Pick on Me” went for $491,400 includ-
ing fees, while “Living Room,” also
from 1948, sold for $315,000 at a sale
organized by New York’s Phillips.

The prices were far removed from
the stratospheric amounts paid for his
more famous works, such as “Shot
Sage Blue Marilyn,” which shows the
likeness of actress Marilyn Monroe
and was auctioned in May for $195
million-a record for a 20th-century art-
work. “This is early work. He’s mostly
known for his silkscreens but we’re
very happy with sending these works
out into the world,” said artist James
Warhola, the 67-year-old son of
Warhol’s older brother.

“They’re gonna make some collec-
tor very happy,” said Warhola, who put
the works up for auction. “They’re very
rare. And they’re the first of our collec-
tion of 10 pieces. So we’ll continue
selling them.” The works date back to
when Warhol, the son of a working-

class family of Eastern European
immigrants, was a 20-year-old art stu-
dent in his native Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania before he left to try his
luck in New York.

First working as an advertising
artist, he broke through in the 1950s
and then rose to fame in the 1960s,
thanks to unique works exploring con-
sumer society, advertising and the
notion of celebrity. The platinum-and-
silver-wigged pop artist died in 1987.

According to his nephew Warhola,
who kept the “a” in the family name,
the works sold on Tuesday may inter-
est collectors “who own a lot of
Warhol, and they have to fill out their
collection with something very early.”
“They were in the family for 70 years,
(but) none of us could afford to buy
them individually, so we have put them
to auction,” he said. Both paintings
had almost been lost. At the end of the
1970s, the Warhola family had their
car stolen, with the two works inside.
The car was eventually recovered with
the paintings unscathed, the Phillips
auction house said. — AFP

Chagall painting
stolen by Nazis 
sells for $7.4m
at US auction

A
painting by Marc Chagall, which
was among 15 works stolen by
Nazis and eventually returned

by France to the heirs of the affected
families, sold for $7.4 million at auction
in New York Tuesday. The sale at the
Phillips auction house was part of the
fall auction season, which sees major
industry players sell hundreds of works
of art for several billion dollars in a few
days in the upscale neighborhoods of
Manhattan. On Tuesday, Phillips sold
46 works for nearly $139 million. The
most expensive, a monumental paint-
ing by Cy Twombly, “Untitled” (2005),
which once belonged to the French
businessman Francois Pinault, went
for $41.6 million.

Chagall’s 1911 oil on canvas, “The
Father,” was purchased in 1928 by a
Polish violin maker, David Cender,
who lost his possessions when he was
forced to move to the Lodz ghetto.
Deported to Auschwitz, where his wife
and daughter were killed, the violin
maker survived and moved to France
in 1958, where he died in 1966 without
regaining possession of the painting.

In the meantime, the work had
reappeared in exhibitions and it turned
out that it was Marc Chagall himself

who had bought it, probably between
1947 and 1953 — without knowing its
provenance, according to Phillips and
the French culture ministry. After the
artist, who was born in the Russian
empire, died in France in 1985, “The
Father” entered the national collec-
tions in 1988, and was then assigned
to the Pompidou Center and deposited
in the Museum of Jewish Art and
History in Paris.

The French parliament unanimous-
ly adopted a law at the beginning of
the year to return 15 works of Jewish
families looted by the Nazis. The then
culture minister, Roselyne Bachelot,
had called it a historic “first step,” not-
ing that other looted works of art and
books were still kept in public collec-
tions. Cender’s heirs decided to sell
the painting, a common scenario
“when a work is restituted so long after
it has been stolen,” because “you’ve
got multiple heirs and the work itself
cannot be split,” said Phillips deputy
chairman Jeremiah Evarts.

Chagall painted the portrait of his
father the year he arrived in Paris. He
was “electrified by the modernism” of
the city at the time and his works from
that period are rare. “Many of them
were destroyed when he left Paris to
return to Russia in 1914,” Evarts not-
ed, saying he was certain “The Father”
would attract interest from museums
and collectors. Phillips did not reveal
details about who bought the work, a
common practice among auction
houses. — AFP

P
op royalty Beyonce and Adele
will face off at the Grammys once
again, after the music titans

released blockbuster albums that
vaulted them to the front of the list of
2023 nominees. Beyonce leads the
pack with nine chances to win during
the performance-heavy ceremony on
February 5 that honors the industry’s
best, the Recording Academy
announced Tuesday. Rapper Kendrick
Lamar notched eight nods, while Adele
and fellow balladeer Brandi Carlile
scored seven each.

Beyonce’s “Renaissance,” a pulsat-
ing club track collection, will face off
with Adele’s introspective, ugly-cry ode
“30” in the most prestigious cate-
gories-six years after the British artist
shut out Queen Bey’s culture-shaking
“Lemonade”. Adele’s sweep left both
women in tears, with the crooner call-
ing Beyonce her “idol” and telling the
audience her fellow megastar’s para-
digm-shifting record should have won.

That contest fueled criticism that
the Academy consistently fails to pay
Black artists their due. The 2023 nomi-
nation slate sees Beyonce continue on
her history-making path: she moved
into a tie with her husband, Jay-Z, as
the most nominated artists ever with
88 each. Already the woman with the
most Grammys, Beyonce could over-
take classical conductor Georg Solti
for the most wins by any artist, with
four victories; she’s already tied for
second place with music power player
Quincy Jones.

Bad Bunny, Mary J 
and Taylor redux 
After years of pandemic-induced

delays and scalebacks, the 65th annu-
al Grammys will head to Los Angeles
early next year for what looks primed
to be the Recording Academy’s most
star-studded gala in recent memory.
Bad Bunny, indisputably the world’s
biggest commercial artist, came away
with three nominations for his major
drop “Un Verano Sin Ti,” which is in
the running for Album of the Year. It’s
the first time an all Spanish-language
album has a chance at that coveted
award, and the Puerto Rican reggae-
ton megastar’s first time landing a solo
nomination in the major Grammy cate-
gories.

R&B legend Mary J. Blige won a
surprise six nominations off her album
“Good Morning Gorgeous.” She is tied
with rapper Future, who dominated the
rap categories, and DJ Khaled, for his

album “God Did.” Pop juggernaut
Harry Styles, who the Academy has
repeatedly snubbed, will also vie for
six awards, including alongside
Beyonce, Lamar, and Adele for Record
and Album of the Year. Beyonce’s
“Renaissance” was a boon for song-
writers, including Terius “The-Dream”
Gesteelde-Diamant, who received six
nominations thanks to his work on the
album.

Lizzo and Doja Cat also figure
among the top nominees, cementing
their status as Grammy regulars.
Taylor Swift-who’s been making good
on a vow to re-record her first six
albums so she can control the rights to
them-returned to her country roots by
earning one of the genre’s down-ballot
nominations for “I Bet You Think About
Me (Taylor ’s Version) (From the
Vault).” She also snagged a nod for
best music video, and another in the
prestigious Song of the Year contest,
which celebrates songwriters, for her

10-minute version of “All Too Well.”
The song came out in 2012 on

Swift’s album “Red,” but qualified for
inclusion because the expanded ver-
sion contained more than 50 percent
new material. “I want to ramble about
the magic and mystery of time and fate
and reclaiming my art but instead I
think I’ll go scream for ten minutes
straight,” the artist posted in her
Instagram stories.

Surprises and snubs 
The Best New Artist field was once

again one of the ballot’s most eclectic,
featuring Brazil’s Anitta, Mexican-
American Omar Apollo, and Eurovision
winners Maneskin, who hail from Italy.
The Academy-comprised of music-
makers including artists, composers
and engineers-also honored a coterie
of the industry’s enduring stars, with
Bonnie Raitt, Willie Nelson and ABBA
garnering a handful of nominations
each. Familiar faces cropped up in the

global categories, including Angelique
Kidjo and Burna Boy, while South
Korea’s boy band sensation BTS-who
earlier this year declared they were
taking a hiatus-will vie once again for
their first elusive Grammy.

After complaining that her song
“Super Freaky Girl” was moved from
the rap categories to pop, Nicki Minaj
didn’t make it into either. Silk Sonic’s
Bruno Mars and Anderson .Paak-who
scooped both Record and Song of the
Year in 2022 — meanwhile abstained
from submitting work from their 1970s
easy listening project this time around.
Meanwhile, the Weeknd continued to
boycott the awards after being left out
in 2021. And it wouldn’t be the
Grammys without a few amusing
morsels: icon Neil Young will compete
against pop stars including Adele,
Billie Eilish and Justin Bieber for top
music film.— AFP

In this file photo US singer-songwriter
Brandi Carlile arrives at the 37th Annual
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Induction
Ceremony in Los Angeles, California. 

US singer-songwriter Taylor Swift poses
with the award for “Best Video” during
the 2022 MTV Europe Music Awards.

In this file photo Rapper Kendrick Lamar
performs at the Coachella Valley Music
And Arts Festival in Indio, California.

In this file photo British singer and actor
Harry Styles arrives for the premiere of
“My Policeman” in Westwood,
California.

Warhol nephew auctions two
early works by pop art visionary

This combination of file pictures shows British singer Adele (left) arriving for the
BRIT Awards 2022 in London; and US singer Beyonce arrives for the world premiere
of Disney’s “The Lion King” in Hollywood.—AFP photos

Key nominees for the

2023 Grammy Awards

H
ere is a list of nominees in the major cate-
gories for the 65th annual Grammy Awards,
which will be handed out on February 5,

2023 in Los Angeles. Beyonce led all contenders
with nine nominations, followed by rapper Kendrick
Lamar with eight, and pop diva Adele and balladeer
Brandi Carlile tied at seven each. Beyonce and her
husband Jay-Z are now tied as the most nominated
artists in Grammys history, with 88 each.

Album of the Year 
“Voyage,” ABBA
“30,” Adele
“Un Verano Sin Ti,” Bad Bunny
“Renaissance,” Beyonce
“Good Morning Gorgeous (Deluxe),” Mary J. Blige
“In These Silent Days,” Brandi Carlile
“Music of the Spheres,” Coldplay
“Mr. Morale & the Big Steppers,” Kendrick Lamar
“Special,” Lizzo
“Harry’s House,” Harry Styles

Record of the Year, recognizing overall per-
formance on a song 
“Don’t Shut Me Down,” ABBA
“Easy on Me,” Adele
“Break My Soul,” Beyonce
“Good Morning Gorgeous,” Mary J. Blige
“You and Me on the Rock,” Brandi Carlile featuring
Lucius
“Woman,” Doja Cat
“Bad Habit,” Steve Lacy
“The Heart Part 5,” Kendrick Lamar
“About Damn Time,” Lizzo
“As It Was,” Harry Styles

Song of the Year, recognizing songwriting 
“abcdefu”-Sara Davis, Gayle & Dave Pittenger,
songwriters (Gayle)
“About Damn Time”-Lizzo, Eric Frederic, Blake
Slatkin & Theron Makiel Thomas, songwriters
(Lizzo)
“All Too Well” (10 Minute Version) (The Short Film)
— Liz Rose & Taylor Swift, songwriters (Taylor
Swift)
“As It Was”-Tyler Johnson, Kid Harpoon & Harry
Styles, songwriters (Harry Styles)
“Bad Habit”-Matthew Castellanos, Brittany
Foushee, Diana Gordon, John Carroll Kirby &
Steve Lacy, songwriters (Steve Lacy)
“Break My Soul”-Beyonce, S. Carter, Terius “The-
Dream” Gesteelde-Diamant & Christopher A.
Stewart, songwriters (Beyonce)
“Easy On Me”-Adele Adkins & Greg Kurstin, song-
writers (Adele)
“God Did”-Tarik Azzouz, E. Blackmon, Khaled
Khaled, F. LeBlanc, Shawn Carter, John Stephens,
Dwayne Carter, William Roberts & Nicholas
Warwar, songwriters (DJ Khaled Featuring Rick
Ross, Lil Wayne, Jay-Z, John Legend & Fridayy)
“The Heart Part 5”-Jake Kosich, Johnny Kosich,
Kendrick Lamar & Matt Schaeffer, songwriters
(Kendrick Lamar)
“Just Like That”-Bonnie Raitt, songwriter (Bonnie
Raitt)

Best New Artist 
Anitta
Omar Apollo
DOMi & JD Beck
Samara Joy
Latto
Maneskin
Muni Long
Tobe Nwigwe
Molly Tuttle
Wet Leg

Best Music Video 
“Easy on Me,” Adele
“Yet to Come,” BTS
“Woman,” Doja Cat
“The Heart Part 5,” Kendrick Lamar
“As It Was,” Harry Styles
“All Too Well (The Short Film),” Taylor Swift

Best Rap Album 
“God Did,” DJ Khaled
“I Never Liked You,” Future
“Come Home The Kids Miss You,” Jack Harlow
“Mr. Morale & the Big Steppers,” Kendrick Lamar
“It’s Almost Dry,” Pusha T

Best Rock Album 
“Dropout Boogie,” The Black Keys
“The Boy Named If,” Elvis Costello & The
Imposters
“Crawler,” Idles
“Mainstream Sellout,” Machine Gun Kelly
“Patient Number 9,” Ozzy Osbourne
“Lucifer on the Sofa,” Spoon

Best Pop Vocal Album 
“Voyage,” ABBA
“30,” Adele
“Music of the Spheres,” Coldplay
“Special,” Lizzo
“Harry’s House,” Harry Styles

Best Dance / Electronica Album
“Renaissance,” Beyonce
“Fragments,” Bonobo
“Diplo,” Diplo
“The Last Goodbye,” Odesza
“Surrender,” Rufus du Sol

Best Global Music Album 
“Shuruaat”-Berklee Indian Ensemble
“Love, Damini”-Burna Boy
“Queen Of Sheba”-Angelique Kidjo & Ibrahim
Maalouf
“Between Us... (Live)”-Anoushka Shankar,
Metropole Orkest & Jules Buckley Featuring Manu
Delago
“Sakura”-Masa Takumi

Artists with Most Nominations 
Beyonce - 9
Kendrick Lamar - 8
Adele - 7
Brandi Carlile - 7
Harry Styles - 6
Mary J. Blige - 6
DJ Khaled - 6
Future - 6 — AFP 

James Warhola, US artist and illustrator, stands next to his uncle Andy Warhol’s
“Nosepicker 1: Why Pick on Me” and “Living Room” on display November 10, 2022
at Phillips Auction House in New York. — AFP  


