
WCup organizers 
defend ‘fake’ fans 
DOHA: World Cup organizers on Wednesday came
to the defense of Indian fans in Qatar who have been
labeled “fake” for wearing the shirts of football’s
powerhouse nations. Thousands of supporters, main-
ly from India and other South Asian nations, took
part in a parade in Doha that sparked suggestions
they had been paid to wear Argentina, Brazil and
England shirts as a stunt to promote the tournament.

The Indian fans have been outraged by the accu-
sations, insisting they are passionate about the
sport. Now the Qatar organizing committee has
weighed in, issuing a strongly worded statement,
backing the contribution of the fans. “Numerous
journalists and commentators on social media have
questioned whether these are ‘real’ fans,” the state-
ment said.

“We thoroughly reject these assertions, which

are both disappointing and unsurprising. “Qatar,
and the rest of the world, is comprised of a diverse
range of football fans, many of whom share emo-
tional connections with multiple nations.” There are
more than 750,000 Indians and 400,000
Bangladeshis in Qatar’s population of 2.9 million and
they account for a huge number of tickets bought
for the World Cup, which starts on Sunday.

Indian fans of England outnumbered local British
expatriates by nearly 10 to one in the crowd of
about 200 that welcomed the England team to their
hotel on Tuesday. The Indian contingent, mainly
from Kerala state, beat drums and blew horns,
proudly wearing England shirts and carrying
England flags. They rejected media reports and
social media posts focusing on groups of allegedly
“fake fans” in Doha.

“This is degrading, there is a lot of frustration,”
said Ameen Sharak, an Indian resident of Doha,
referring to the accusations. Sajidh, another Indian
fan in Qatar, said the community had been “out-
raged” by the reports after their parade last Friday.

“It is purely fake news and I would like to say loud
and clear that none of us have been paid in any
way,” added Sajidh, who gave only one name. “We
are diehard England fans.” The Doha march was
dominated by supporters from India wearing
Argentina, Brazil and England shirts.

Fans who took part said it was organized on
social media groups and through WhatsApp. “This
has hurt us a lot,” said another fan, Anas. “People
just do not realize how much football excitement
there is in Kerala. “We watch the Premier League
every weekend. We come from India but they have
not qualified so people choose the team they want
to support.” 

Qatar has predicted that more than one million
fans will visit the tiny Gulf state during the 29-day
tournament. More than 70,000 Mexicans and
30,000 Argentineans are expected, according to
their embassies. The Qatar organizers said they
wanted the event to be “a moment that connects
fans from all over the world, no matter how they
choose to support their favorite teams”.— AFP 
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BERLIN: Japan forward Daichi Kamada says his
side’s large contingent of Bundesliga players can
draw mental strength from knowing they “share the
same stage” as first-up World Cup opponents
Germany. Japan’s squad for the finals in Qatar
includes eight Germany-based players, more than
any other national league - including Japan’s first-
division J1 League. 

Nine Japanese players play in the first division of
the Bundesliga, seven of which have been selected in
the squad for Qatar. Qatar-bound midfielder Ao
Tanaka also plays in Germany, for Fortuna Duesseldorf
in the second division. Kamada, 26, who has 12 goals in
all competitions for Frankfurt this season, will be one
of Japan’s most important players in Qatar.

“There are a lot of Japanese players in the
Bundesliga now and I think we’re on an equal footing
with them (the German national team) now,” Kamada
told AFP. “When I first arrived in the Bundesliga from
Japan, I was playing against players from Bayern and
the Germany national team. But when I was playing in
Japan, there were only one or two players from the
Japan national team over there. “It was strange to be
playing against players I had only watched before,
but... I think it has a big effect on us mentally to be
sharing the same stage as them.”

Qatar-bound Freiburg winger Ritsu Doan said
Japan’s sizeable European-based contingent - 21 of 26
players - showed enough depth to trouble not only
Germany, but fellow group heavyweight Spain. “There
are not only players playing in Germany, but also in the
five major leagues at a high level, and well, I think we
can compete with the 26 players (in our squad)” Doan
told AFP. “I think it is positive that all the players are
competing not only in the Bundesliga but generally at
a high level.”

‘We can compete’ 
The high representation of Japanese players in

Germany is more than just a statistical quirk. Germany
has a long history of scouting and recruiting Japanese
players, dating back to 1977, when Yasuhiko Okudera
made his debut for Cologne, becoming the first
Japanese footballer to play professionally in Europe.
Okudera told AFP a lot had changed since his decade-
long stint with Cologne, Hertha Berlin and Werder
Bremen, namely that Japanese players had proven their
ability to compete at the highest level.

“In those days, it was a lot stricter... it was hard to
get in,” Okudera said. “Now (the Bundesliga) has
become a place where we can compete on the same
pitch as players from Africa, South/Central America
and the rest of the world.” Perhaps the highest profile
Japanese player in recent years, former Manchester
United midfielder Shinji Kagawa, was recruited to
Jurgen Klopp’s Borussia Dortmund directly from
Japan, before a high-profile move to the Premier
League two years later.

‘An advantage’ 
Japan and Germany play each other in Group E’s first

fixture on November 23, but whether playing week in
and week out against many of their opponents would be
an advantage remains to be seen. Okudera said Japan’s
familiarity with Germany and the Bundesliga would “be
an advantage”, but may also favor Germany. “On the
one hand, it will be an advantage, and on the other hand,
the other side knows us (better).”

Japan captain Maya Yoshida, who joined Schalke in

the summer, told AFP: “I’m not sure if it will or not (be
an advantage).” “I think it is good that we understand
German, like for set plays and so on. “It is definitely a
plus to have the experience of playing with such play-
ers and knowing their characteristics - but it’s the
same for the opponent” Yoshida, who made the move
from Serie A’s Sampdoria to Schalke in the summer,
joked that his move to the Bundesliga may have been
made with the World Cup in mind. “That’s the reason
why I play here,” Yoshida said.— AFP 

Bundesliga’s Japanese contingent 
on ‘equal footing’ ahead of WCup

Nine Japanese players play in the Bundesliga

DOHA: Fans from Indonesia pose for a selfie near the waterfront in Doha, ahead of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament. — AFP 

Bale ‘100% fit’ as 
Wales end 64-year 
wait at World Cup
DOHA: Gareth Bale has declared himself 100 percent
fit for the World Cup in Qatar as Wales prepare for
their first appearance at the finals in 64 years. The 33-
year-old has played just half an hour of football since
completing his first 90 minutes for more than a year in
Wales’ Nations League defeat to Poland in September.
Bale revealed he was not fully fit after coming off the
bench to score a crucial late goal in Los Angeles FC’s
MLS Cup final triumph over Philadelphia Union on
November 5.

But the former Real Madrid forward said he was
“100 percent fit and ready to go” ahead of Wales’
departure to Qatar on Tuesday. Asked if he could play
three 90-minute games against the United States, Iran
and England in nine days, Bale replied: “Yeah, no prob-
lem. “I’m fully fit and ready to go. If I need to play three
90s, I’ll play three 90s. “It’s been difficult, mentally
more than anything. I guess for everybody, the last
three or four weeks, it’s been difficult, even hearing sto-
ries of players going down and knowing they’re going
to miss the World Cup.

“Speaking to a few of the boys, even for them hav-
ing to play this weekend was tough mentally, and we’re
just praying not to have an injury at all because it’s such
a big occasion.” Rob Page’s men launch their campaign
against the USA on November 21 before playing Iran
four days later. They will complete their group fixtures
against England on November 29. “On paper we have
the hardest group in the World Cup (the only one with
all four sides in the top 20 of the FIFA rankings) and
we’re just doing the best planning possible to give us
the best chance of winning,” he said.— AFP 

Iran players free to 
express themselves 
DOHA: Iran’s players are free to express them-
selves at the World Cup, coach Carlos Queiroz said
on Tuesday, as the country was gripped by fresh
anti-government protests. Iranians have taken to the
streets since September following the death of 22-
year-old Mahsa Amini after her arrest for allegedly
flouting the strict dress code for women.

The country’s players are being watched closely
in Qatar for signs that they support the demonstra-
tions. Queiroz told a press conference: “Everybody
has the right to express themselves.” He compared
the situation to players in England taking the knee

in anti-racism protests. “You guys are used to
bending your knees in the games. Some people
agree, some people don’t agree with that. And Iran
is exactly the same,” the Portuguese coach said,
according to a video of the press conference.

“It is out of question to think that the Iran
national team is suffering any sort of issues like that.
The players, they only have one thing in mind, which
is to fight for their dream to be in the second
round,” Queiroz said. “They are humble people,
they understand one very simple thing. If we are
able to do that, they are not only part of history
because Iran was six times in the World Cup, they
have never been in the second round. “They don’t
want to be only part of history, they want to make
history.” Iran open their group campaign against
England on Monday and will also face the United
States and Wales.— AFP 

DOHA: A picture shows a banner, bearing the picture of
Germany’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer and Wales’ forward
Gareth Bale, in the Qatari capital.— AFP 

DOHA: A football fan supporting Argentina with his child
walks along a street in Doha ahead of the Qatar 2022 FIFA
World Cup football tournament. — AFP 

TEHRAN: Iran’s Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz (3rd-left) speaks to a member of his coaching staff during a training
session for the national team at the National team football center in the capital.— AFP 


