
NEW YORK: Buck Showalter of the New York
Mets and Cleveland’s Terry Francona were named
Major League Baseball’s 2022 Managers of the
Year on Tuesday, historic repeat awards for veteran
bench bosses. Showalter, the first Mets manager to
claim the trophy, joined Bobby Cox and Tony La
Russa as the only skippers to win the award a
record four times with his National League mana-
gerial victory. Francona captured the American
League trophy for a third time, with both awards
decided by votes from a media panel.

Showalter, a 66-year-old American, became
the first skipper to win a Manager of the Year
award with four different clubs and he did it with
awards in four different decades. He won the AL
Manager of the Year award in 1994 with the New
York Yankees, in 2004 with the Texas Rangers
and in 2014 with the Baltimore Orioles. By taking
the NL award, Showalter became only the eighth
manager to win Manager of the Year in both

leagues, a list that includes Cox, La Russa, Lou
Piniella, Jim Leyland, Bob Melvin, Joe Maddon
and Davey Johnson.

Francona, a 63-year-old American, guided the
Boston Red Sox to World Series titles in 2004 and
2007. He won the American League Manager of
the Year award for the third time after taking it in
2013 and 2016, all with Cleveland. In the team’s first
season after dropping the nickname Indians for its
racist connotations in favor of Guardians, Francona
took the youngest roster in MLB-with 17 rookies
and one of the league’s lowest payrolls-and turned
it into an AL Central championship squad.

They went 92-70 and won the division by 11
games before losing to the New York Yankees in
the playoffs. Showalter, who has never managed in
the World Series, had been out of MLB for three
years before signing a three-year deal last
December to manage the Mets. He guided them to
a 101-win season and their first playoff appearance

since 2016, although they lost the NL East division
crown to Atlanta on a tie-breaker.

Marlins make history 
In another development, Major League

Baseball’s Miami Marlins became the first major US
professional sports team with women in the two
top executive roles by promoting Caroline
O’Connor to president of business operations. The
Marlins, who already have Kim Ng as general man-
ager, said they believe they are the first team to
have women in complete charge of day-to-day
operations. 

“I think it’s huge,” O’Connor said. “I think it makes
our organization unique and stand out and shows
what women can do and the roles that they can
hold.” O’Connor, who has spent five years in the
Marlins organization, will oversee sales, partnerships,
marketing, human resources and diversity, finance,
communication, legal, security and ballpark facilities.

O’Connor, a former director at Morgan Stanley
and UBS Investment Bank, was named the Marlins’
senior vice president in 2017 and chief operating
officer in 2019. “We are fortunate to have someone
with Caroline’s business acumen and vision leading
our day-to-day business operations,” Marlins own-
er Bruce Sherman said in a statement. “Her passion
and drive for success is unmatched in our game and
the South Florida market. Her leadership will con-
tinue to guide the Marlins organization toward our
goal of sustained success.”

Attendance jumped 12% from 2022 to 2019, the
last full season for fans to attend games, despite the
Marlins going 69-93 and finishing 18 games out of a
playoff spot. “Bruce has put a lot of trust in us, and
he really looked at merit and who can do the job,”
O’Connor said. “I’m really excited about it.” Ng was
named general manager of the Marlins two years
ago, becoming the first woman to hold such a role
among major North American sports teams. — AFP 
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Shooting Tournament 
kicks off at Shooting 
Complex
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Shooting Tournament of Late Sheikh
Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah began on Tuesday
at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex with the Skeet and Trap for men, women
and juniors. Secretary General of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi said this
tournament is always on the agenda of Kuwait

Shooting Sport Club’s
local activities each year.
Many of the clubs and
National Guard’s
Shooters are participat-
ing in the event. He said
the tournament is yet,
another step for shooters
to prepare themselves
for the upcoming inter-
national tournaments. Al-
Osaimi thanked (on
behalf the Chairman and
Board Member of
KSSC), the family of the

late Sheikh Abdallah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah for its
support.

Obaid Al-Osaimi

Rahm blasts golf 
rankings system
DUBAI: Spanish star Jon Rahm blasted the restruc-
tured point system of the Official World Golf Ranking
(OWGR), calling it “laughable” adding he was in favor
of awarding world ranking points to LIV Golf tourna-
ments. The new OWGR system, which came into
effect on August 9 this year, has divided opinions
among players and fans. While it is based on a more
scientific base, with detailed calculations like the
strength of field and shots gained taken into consider-
ation before every tournament, it is skewed heavily
towards the PGA Tour.

“I’m going to be as blunt as I can. I think the
OWGR right now is laughable,” said Rahm, the 2021
US Open champion. Rahm was speaking on the eve of
the DP World Tour Championship in Dubai which is
the flagship, season-ending tournament of the DP
World Tour. The top-50 players in the Race to Dubai
have qualified for the $10 million tournament, and the
field includes world number one Rory McIlroy and six
other players in the top-25 of the world rankings.

The tournament on the PGA Tour - The RSM
Classic - does not have even one top-25 player in its
156-man field. And yet, the RSM Classic winner will
get 38.38 points, while the champion in Dubai will
have to be satisfied with just 21.82 points. Smaller
tours have suffered even more. In the absence of top-
ranked players, and the guaranteed points they had in
the earlier system, their points have come down to
mere fractions, and players have hardly made any
move in the world rankings despite multiple wins.

The world rankings are important because the eli-
gibility criteria of all four majors and the World Golf
Championship and invitational events are based on
them. Rahm - who is ranked fifth in the world - did not
mince his words when asked about the new OWGR.

“The fact the RSM does not have any of the top-20 in
the world and has more points than this event, where
we have seven of the top 25, is laughable.”

‘Need to respect that’ 
“I understand what they are trying to do with the

depth of field but having the best players in the world
automatically makes the tournament better.”I don’t
care what their system says. “I think they have made a
mistake. “You have the 30 best players of the year
here. They should not be punished because it’s a
smaller field. Depth of field doesn’t mean better tour-
nament.” Rahm was asked about LIV Golf events, and
their belief they should get OWGR points, as they
have some of the best players in the world playing
their tournaments, which are over 54 holes and have
no cuts.

“I think a lot of people are against them having
World Ranking points,” said Rahm. “If your require-
ment is to have World Ranking points as 72 holes and
a cut, maybe you don’t award them 100 percent of the
points since they are not fulfilling all of the require-
ments. “I also believe it’s probably a couple-year
process, so they need to respect that as every other
Tour has. “But yeah, if there’s some requirements and
it’s only 54 holes and you don’t have a cut, maybe you
award them, let’s say 75 percent of the points a win-
ner should get.” Rahm will be a huge favorite at the
Earth course this week, having won twice and finished
tied fourth in his previous three appearances.

He is 52-under par, averaging an incredible 4.3-
under par for his 12 rounds. “I think what it boils down
to is off the tee,” he said. “If you can hit it long out
here with some accuracy, you’re going to have a lot of
chances.” The tournament, which starts Thursday, fea-
tures the top-50 players in the Race to Dubai. Rory
McIlroy is leading the Race to Dubai with 4.154.1
points. New Zealand’s Ryan Fox has climbed to sec-
ond place and is just 128.1 points away in second, with
the reigning US Open champion Matthew Fitzpatrick
third and Tommy Fleetwood in fourth place. —AFP 

Aussie Lee chases 
money title and 
top player award 
MIAMI: Australia’s Minjee Lee takes aim at a 2022
money title and the LPGA Player of the Year award
when the season-ending Tour Championship begins
Thursday. A field of 60 players will compete for a
$2 million winner’s payday, the biggest prize in
women’s golf history, at the $7 million event on
Tiburon Golf Club in Naples, Florida.

Lee won the US Women’s Open and the old
women’s golf record top prize of $1.8 million in
June, three weeks after taking the LPGA Founders
Cup. World number five Lee leads the LPGA season
money list on $3.7 million, $1.1 million ahead of
South Korea’s eighth-ranked Chun In-gee and $1.4
million atop New Zealand’s Lydia Ko.

But eight players have a chance to claim the
money crown by winning this weekend and they all
have a chance to set a season record money total,
breaking the mark set by Mexico’s Lorena Ochoa in
2007 of $4,354,994. “Definitely it would be such a
great honor. Lorena is one of my favorite players,”
Lee said. “I haven’t actually really thought about it. I
know that I’ve had a really great year. “I’m just
going to try to get out of my own way and just play
the way I know how to play. That’s sort of my num-
ber one goal at this point.”

Third-ranked Ko has all-but clinched a second
consecutive Vare Trophy for low scoring average on
69.049. LPGA Rookie of the Year Atthaya Thitikul
of Thailand, overtaken by American Nelly Korda last
week for the world number one ranking, ranks a dis-
tant second in the Vare chase. Ko, a winner in
January at Boca Rio and last month in South Korea
at the BMW Championship, leads the Player of the
Year race 150-149 over Lee with Thitikul and
Canada’s Brooke Henderson sharing third on 130.

“I really want to win that, but I know there’s four
people who potentially could win it and are really

close,” Lee said. “I’m one point behind Lyds. I’m just
going to have to take it day by day. “I’m not really
sure about what the outcomes are, but I think you’ll
have a win, right? I’m just going to do my best and
see where it is at the end of the week.” Lee or Ko
would clinch Player of the Year by winning the Tour
Championship. Lee needs no worse than a top-10
finish. Henderson or Thitikul could win the award by
taking the title if Ko and Lee are third or worse.

Korean eyes three-peat
Thitikul could become first player to win Rookie

of the Year and Player of the Year in the same sea-
son since South Korea’s Park Sung-hyun in 2017.
Two-time defending champion Ko Jin-young of
South Korea will be playing through pain in quest
of a third consecutive crown. After missing back-
to-back cuts for the first time in her career, Ko
started a seven-week break in August due to a left
wrist injury. Fourth-ranked Ko rated the wrist as
“OK but not good” and said she is hurting on every
shot with a pain level of seven or eight on a scale
with 10 the worst. — AFP 

NAPLES: Minjee Lee of Australia poses for a photo
with the trophy after winning the 2022 AON Risk
Reward Challenge at Tiburon Golf Club on November
15, 2022 in Naples, Florida. —AFP 


