
DOHA: In the deserts of northern Qatar, children with 
a falcon perched on gloves on their left arms show off 
their hunting birds in a bid to preserve an age-old tra-
dition. These “Little Falconers” have gathered in a tent 
ahead of the football World Cup in the gas-rich Gulf 
emirate, in a bid to introduce visitors to a practice 
inherited from their forefathers. “This is my first partic-
ipation in the competition,” says 11-year-old Breik Al-
Marri, dressed in flowing white robes beside his falcon 
Gasham, a leather hood obstructing the bird’s view. 

“I love Gasham and I take care of him,” Marri said, 
sliding his left arm into a thick leather gauntlet to pro-
tect him from the raptor’s sharp talons. Falconry was 
added to the UNESCO list of intangible cultural her-
itage in 2010, in countries including Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. “Originally a 
means of obtaining food, falconry... has been integrat-
ed into communities as a social and recreational prac-
tice and as a way of connecting with nature,” the cul-
ture agency said. 

 
‘Strength of determination’ 

“I learned this sport from my grandfathers, father 
and uncles,” said Marri. “I learned from them the 
strength of determination and how to take care of the 
falcon.” Marri explains that the hood helps keep the 
bird of prey calm. As soon as the falcon regains sight, 
he says, the behavior changes. “Once, my brother 

came while the falcon didn’t have the hood on, and he 
tried to pet the bird, but the falcon bit him,” he said. 
“The falcon was scared!” Marri recently participated 
with a dozen others in the “Promising Falconers” con-
test for 11-15 year olds. The contest sees each young 
falconer choose the perfect moment to release their 
bird in order to snatch their prey, a lure waved about 
200 meters (about 650 feet) away. The winner of the 
contest is the falconer whose bird captures the prey 
the quickest. 

Also taking part in the contest was 15-year-old 
Saeed Al-Jamila, who named his falcon Hayya-after 
the special fan passes for the FIFA World Cup, which 
runs from November 20 to December 18. Expressing 
excitement at the more than one million fans expected 

to descend on his small nation for the tournament, he 
hopes to send a message encouraging them to try fal-
conry themselves. “They should try it, they won’t lose 
anything,” he said. “It’s a beautiful sport.” 

But while excitement abounded for the young fal-
coners in this division, it was undoubtedly the “Little 
Falconers” aged six to 10 who stole the show. One by 
one, they trailed out in a row, each holding a hunting 
bag, while on their right arm they balanced the birds 
whose claws were bigger than the children’s hands. 
Eight-year-old Hamad Al-Nuaimi stepped out in front 
of the panel of judges, who began questioning on 
hunting tools, their uses and properties. At one point, 
Nuaimi stumbled for a response to one of the ques-
tions, only to be helped along by one of the 

judges.The purpose of the contest is to “preserve our 
heritage and that of our forefathers. We are passing 
this heritage to this generation,” says panel member 
Saad Al-Muhannadi. 

The little falconers are then tested on their ability 
to properly remove the birds’ hoods, then to success-
fully place them from their arm to a perch, securing 
their feet using a special knot. “Hunting teaches a man 
perseverance and self-reliance,” said Muhannadi, as 
the strong scent of coffee wafted from nearby. He 
hoped that the hosting of the World Cup would grant 
Qatar the opportunity to “spread our culture and 
national identity”. Falconry “is an ancient sport, 
whether in Qatar or other Gulf countries, it is an 
authentic sport,” he said. —AFP  
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NBA Pelicans dump Grizzlies;  
Mavericks hammer Clippers

Davis scores 31 points, lifts Sacramento Kings 

WASHINGTON: CJ McCollum scored a season-
high 30 points while reserves Larry Nance Jr and 
Jose Alvarado made key contributions to spark 
New Orleans over Memphis 113-102 in an NBA 
game Tuesday. McCollum made 11-of-23 shots 
from the floor, 7-of-13 from 3-point range, and 
passed off nine assists as the Pelicans improved to 
8-6, just behind Memphis (9-6) in the Western 
Conference. 

“I just tried to be aggressive, take advantage of 
the opportunities,” said McCollum, who had 22 
points in the second half. “I’ve been in the gym a lot 
trying to work on my fundamentals and my shot 
discipline and tonight it carried over. “I’ve been 
getting a lot of great looks all season, haven’t been 
knocking them down. I just wanted to focus on the 
work and it paid off.” 

Ja Morant scored a game-high 36 points to lead 
Memphis, but it was when he went to the bench 
late in the third quarter, with the Grizzlies leading 

86-85, that the Pelicans seized command. New 
Orleans went on a 15-5 run with Morant resting 
and stretched the spurt to 19-5 for a 104-91 edge 
with 6:12 remaining, Alvarado scoring five in the 
run and Nance and McCollum each adding four. 
Nance finished with 19 points, seven rebounds and 
two blocked shots while Alvarado had 12 points and 
six assists. 

The Pelicans, among the NBA’s worst 3-point 
shooting clubs, went 18-of-38 from beyond the arc, 
helped by direction from coach Willie Green and 
confident drives to the hoop to draw in defenders 
and set up passes to the outside when no shot 
develops. “Coach put an emphasis on the early 
easy pass, making sure guys had a shot ready,” 
McCollum said. “Guys have been in the gym a lot 
working on catch and shoot threes and tonight we 
shot them. 

“All the times we force our way into the paint 
we’ve got to trust our judgment. It’s a credit to the 

guys making the right pass and making the right 
play.” Memphis forward Jaren Jackson Jr made his 
season debut after undergoing right foot surgery 
following the 2022 playoffs, contributing seven 
points, six rebounds and five blocked shots. 
Pelicans star forward Zion Williamson missed the 
game with a bruised right foot. The Grizzlies were 
without guard Desmond Bane, out up to three 
weeks with a sprained right big toe. 

 
Mavericks edge Clippers 

At Dallas, Luka Doncic had game highs of 35 
points and 11 rebounds to spark the host Mavericks 
over the Los Angeles Clippers 103-101. Reggie 
Bullock’s back-to-back 3-pointers put the 
Mavericks ahead 99-93 with 91 seconds to play. 
Nicolas Batum answered with a 3-pointer for the 
Clippers and Paul George added a layup to lift the 
visitors within 99-98 with 51 seconds remaining. 

Doncic sank a 3-pointer with 27 seconds 

remaining to stretch the Dallas lead to 102-98. 
George answered on a layup with 18 seconds to 
play and Bullock made only 1-of-2 free throws with 
7.3 seconds to play to make it 103-100. The Mavs 
fouled Batum and he made a free throw then 
missed another, but Dallas grabbed the rebound 
and ran out the final seconds. George led the 
Clippers with 23 points and Batum had 22 while 
Dorian Finney-Smith added 21 for Dallas. 

New York’s Jalen Brunson scored 25 points and 
passed off a game-high eight assists to lead the 
Knicks over host Utah 118-111. Terence Davis came 
off the bench to score 31 points and grab nine 
rebounds, leading the host Sacramento Kings over 
Brooklyn 153-121. Kevin Durant scored 27 for the 
Nets in a losing cause. The Kings scored their most 
in any game since 1993 and the most by any team 
in an NBA game this season. Jerami Grant scored 
29 points to spark the Portland Trail Blazers over 
visiting San Antonio 117-110. — AFP 

DALLAS: Nicolas Batum #33 of the LA Clippers scrambles for the ball against Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks in the first half at American Airlines Center on November 15, 2022. — AFP 

Falconers hope to  
draw WCup fans  
to Qatar heritage

RAS LAFFAN: A youth competes in a Junior Falconry Competition, organized by the 
Qatari Society of Al-Ganna, in Ras Laffan, some 80 kilometers north of Doha. — AFP 

DOHA: Falcons are presented at the Katara International Hunting and 
Falcons Exhibition at Katara Cultural Village in Qatar’s capital Doha. — AFP 


