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News in brief

FIFA chief blasts ‘hypocrisy’ 
on eve of Qatar World Cup

Crown Prince to attend kick-off • Kuwait keen to ensure tournament’s success
DOHA: Two weeks after FIFA urged the 
32 teams at the World Cup to “focus on 
the football”, Gianni Infantino veered off-
script on Saturday. Nothing was off limits 
as the most powerful man in football vent-
ed his frustration in a 1hr 1min tirade that 
encompassed 3,000 years of history, the 
evils of colonialism, childhood bullying and 
freckles. The build-up to the World Cup in 
Qatar has been dominated by years of 
controversy focusing on the host nation’s 
treatment of migrant workers and record 
on human rights. 

But on Saturday, FIFA President 
Infantino forcefully pushed back against 
the opprobrium, insisting much of the criti-
cism was misplaced and unfair. “Today I 
have strong feelings. Today I feel Qatari. 
Today I feel Arab. Today I feel African. 
Today I feel gay. Today I feel disabled. 
Today I feel a migrant worker,” Infantino 
said in his opening remarks. “I feel this, all 
this, because what I’ve been seeing and 
what I’ve been told, since I don’t read, oth-
erwise I would be depressed, I think.” 

Infantino then linked criticism of Qatar’s 

treatment of migrant workers to his own 
experiences as the son of Italian immi-
grants to Switzerland. “What I’ve seen 
brings me back to my personal story. I am 
a son of migrant workers. My parents were 
working very, very hard in difficult situa-
tions. Of course I am not Qatari, I am not 
an Arab, I am not African, I am not gay, I 
am not disabled. But I feel like it, because I 
know what it means to be discriminated 
against as a foreigner in a foreign country. 

“As a child I was bullied - because I had 
red hair and freckles, plus I was Italian so 
imagine. What do you do then? You try to 
engage, make friends. Don’t start accusing, 
fighting, insulting, you start engaging. 
“This is what we should be doing.” 

Infantino contrasted Qatar’s recruitment 
of foreign workers to European attitudes 
towards immigration, citing the deaths of 
an estimated 25,000 people trying to 
enter Europe across the Mediterranean 
since 2014. “We have been taught many 
lessons from Europeans and the Western 
world. I am a European and for what we 
have been doing for 3,000 years around 

the world, we should be apologizing for 
the next 3,000 years before giving moral 
lessons,” Infantino said. 

“If Europe really care about the destiny 
of these people, they can create legal 
channels - like Qatar did - where a number 
of these workers can come to Europe to 
work. Give them a future, some hope. This 
one-sided moral lesson is just hypocrisy...I  
don’t want to give you any lessons of life, 
but what is going on here is profoundly, 
profoundly unjust.” 

Infantino later defended Qatar and the 
World Cup on the issue of LGBTQ rights, 
insisting that everyone would be welcome 
at the tournament regardless of sexual ori-
entation. “I’ve been speaking about this 
topic with the highest leadership, they can 
confirm that I can confirm that everyone is 
welcome,” Infantino said. “If you’re a per-
son that says the opposite, well it’s not the 
opinion of the country, or FIFA. Everyone 
that comes to Qatar is welcome.” 

Infantino also dismissed suggestions 
that FIFA had “lost control” of its own  
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DOHA: FIFA President Gianni Infantino speaks during a press conference at the 
Qatar National Convention Center on Nov 19, 2022, ahead of the Qatar 2022 
World Cup. — AFP 

Massive deployment in Gulf 
 
MANAMA: A US-led task force will deploy 
over 100 unmanned vessels in the Gulf region’s 
strategic waters by next year to stave off mar-
itime threats, the US Central Command chief 
said Saturday. “By this time next year, Task 
Force 59 will bring together a fleet of over 100 
unmanned surface and subsurface vessels oper-
ating together, communicating together and 
providing maritime domain awareness,” General 
Michael Kurilla said at the annual Manama 
Dialogue conference in Bahrain. — AFP

Saudi to pay Filipino workers 
 
MANILA: Saudi Arabia will compensate 10,000 
Filipino workers who lost their jobs in the Gulf 
country years ago and are still waiting for their 
salaries, Philippine officials said. The announce-
ment came after Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman and Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos met Friday on the sidelines of an Asia-
Pacific summit in Bangkok. Philippine Migrant 
Workers Secretary Susan Ople said the compen-
sation package of two billion riyals ($532 million) 
would “help our displaced workers”. — AFP

Mahathir defeated at polls 
 
KUALA LUMPUR: Mahathir Mohamad, the 
97-year-old elder statesman of Malaysian pol-
itics, lost his parliamentary seat in Saturday’s 
polls, likely ending the career of one of Asia’s 
most enduring politicians. Mahathir came in 
fourth in a five-way fight in his long-held con-
stituency in the holiday resort island of 
Langkawi, the country’s election commission 
said. It was his first electoral defeat in more 
than half a century. — AFP  

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Oil Minister Bader Al-Mulla visits KNPC on Nov 19, 2022. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Oil Minister 
Bader Al-Mulla affirmed Saturday that the Clean 
Fuels Project has achieved a quantum leap in the oil 
sector and provided further profitable opportunities 
to purchase products at global markets. This came 
in Mulla’s statement to KUNA after the minister 
paid an inspection visit to Kuwait National 
Petroleum Company (KNPC), his first visit since he 
was named oil minister. 
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Mulla: Clean Fuels 
Project quantum 
leap for oil sector

SHARM EL SHEIKH: Brazilian president-elect Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva poses 
for a group photograph with representatives of his country’s indigenous peo-
ple during the COP27 climate conference on Nov 17, 2022. —  AFP 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: COP27 host 
Egypt scrambled to salvage UN cli-
mate talks Saturday with the 
European Union signaling a break-
through over the contentious issue of 
“loss and damage” funding for climate 
vulnerable nations. Nearly 200 coun-
tries’ representatives have gathered at 
the COP27 in Egypt for two weeks 
with the aim of driving forward action 

to fight climate change as the world 
faces a worsening onslaught of 
weather extremes. 

But the talks stalled over the terms 
under which wealthy polluters provide 
“loss and damage” funding for coun-
tries wracked by climate disasters, as 
well as over ratcheting up ambition in 
tackling global warming. After the 
European Union roundly rejected a 
document shown by Egypt overnight, 
a source from the bloc said at least 
the loss and damage issue was 
“agreed” as far as it was concerned. 

A European source confirmed “a 
deal has been reached on loss and 
damage which targets the fund to 
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Climate fund 
breakthrough 
offers ‘hope’

SAN FRANCISCO: The future of Twitter seemed to 
hang in the balance Friday after its offices were 
locked down and key employees announced their 

departures in defiance of an ultimatum from new 
owner Elon Musk. Fears grew that a fresh exodus 
would threaten the very existence of one of the 
world’s most influential internet platforms, which 
serves as a key communication tool for the world’s 
media, politicians, companies, activists and celebrities. 

According to ex-employees and US media, hun-
dreds of employees chose “no” to Musk’s demand 
that they either be “extremely hardcore” or leave 
the company.  
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