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KUWAIT: The Japanese Society in Kuwait held the
22nd edition of its beach cleanup campaign on
Saturday at Shuwaikh Beach to enhance awareness
among people on restoring sea turtles at Kuwaiti
beaches. The campaign titled “Operation Turtle” was
attended by Japanese Ambassador to Kuwait Morino
Yasunari, Deputy Director General for Technical
Affairs at the Environment Public Authority Abdullah
Al-Zaidan, Board Member of Kuwait Environment
Protection Society (KEPS) Jenan Bahzad, Deputy
Chairman of Kuwait Boy Scouts Association Hussein
Al-Maqseed and Secretary General Ibrahim Al-Eid,
Public Relations Officer at Kuwait Oil Company
(KOC) Hanan Al-Ibraheem, private companies and
large number of students from Kuwaiti public schools.

“It is great pleasure for me to kick off this year’s
‘Operation Turtle’ beach cleaning campaign organized
by the Japanese Society. Thank you very much for
making time to participate in this volunteering event
with the goodwill to clean the beach, so that we can
see turtles come back to this beach,” Yasunari said.
“Environment matters for the future of mankind. We
are witnessing similar volunteering events, from beach
cleanups to planting and growing plants in the desert
in this country. There is more awareness about effi-
cient use of energy and water and recycling of waste.
Taking care of our Earth will bring about a better
quality of life for the future,” he said.

“This event was initiated by the Japanese Society in

2000, and as such, symbolizes the longtime friendship
between Japan and Kuwait. Japanese and Kuwaiti
people, and maybe people from other nationalities, the
young and the elderly, work together shoulder to
shoulder for environment protection,” Yasunari added.

Zaidan explained that the aim of the initiative is to
clean Shuwaikh Beach to raise awareness that “envi-
ronmental cleanliness is related to public health”. He
added that three of the sustainable development goals
are achieved in such initiatives, which is preserving the
marine and terrestrial environment, limiting climate
change, and following the Kuwaiti Environmental
Protection Law, noting that the participation of youth
and children in such initiatives aims to inculcate
awareness in them, taking into account all security and
safety measures of the participants.

Bahzad told Kuwait Times that the symbolism of

cleaning the beach to save turtles has become an
annual message, emphasizing the importance of ensur-
ing that natural habitats are kept fit for living organ-
isms away from human pollution from various sources.
“Plastic bags and cigarette butts are small waste that
are widely spread on the beaches and disappear in the
folds of fine sand,” she said. “According to some esti-
mates, with the rate of dumping waste into the oceans,
such as plastic cans, plastic bags and single-use plas-
tic cups, by 2050 the oceans will carry more plastic
waste than fish, and around 99 percent of seabirds will
have swallowed plastic waste,” she added.

Takahiro Yamamoto, a volunteer, told Kuwait Times
about his participation. “It’s a very good idea for
awareness of environmental protection. It’s good for
kids to learn something about the environment at
schools, but they also need to go to the field and
experience it,” he said.

Another participant, Sridevi Mohan, said: “This is a
part of Japanese culture - they teach their kids to pre-
serve cleanness in their environment, and they want to
spread this in Kuwait as well through beach cleanup
campaigns that we are participating in for 22 years. It’s
important for the kids to learn about the importance of
cleanliness and keeping their surroundings clean, so it
provides a better habitat for turtles on our beaches, as
well as providing a better environment for marine life.” 

Samia Abdulaziz said that this is her first experience
in beach cleaning, pointing out that it’s useful for chil-
dren to learn more about the environment, especially
when they see a lot of people leaving garbage and not
cleaning up. “This doesn’t give them a good example to

raise their awareness about the environment,” she said.
Ahmad Abdulnabi, a middle school teacher at Al-Mulla
Abdulaziz Naser Al-Anjari school for boys, said: “Our
students participated to be a part of cleaning our envi-
ronment, especially since it is an international issue that
the whole world is interested in it.”
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KUWAIT: Participants take part in a clean-up campaign “Operation Turtle” organized by the Japanese Society at Shuwaikh Beach on Nov 19, 2022. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 
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Kuwait: Arbitrary use
of veto compromises
UNSC credibility 
NEW YORK: Kuwait has brought to the spotlight
reforming the United Nations Security Council affirm-
ing that “arbitrary usage of the veto right” has compro-
mised the UNSC credibility in some cases over the past
years. “The usage of the veto led in some cases to pre-
venting the council from shouldering responsibilities
and taking the necessary precautions to preserve inter-
national peace and security,” said Fahad Mohammad
Al-Hajji, the First Secretary of the Kuwaiti mission,
while addressing the UN General Assembly during a
debate on just representation in the UNSC and
prospects of increasing its members.

Hajji expressed deep regret that majority of the veto
appliance cases, over the past three decades, had been
related to causes in the Arab region. “There is also
another challenges; that is setting the just and adequate
representation of the geographic and regional groups
in addition to improving the task methods where it has
become necessary to make actions more effective and
transparent,” he said. The Kuwait First Secretary
applauded appointment of the State of Kuwait
Permanent Delegate at the UN, Ambassador Tareq Al-
Bannai, and Slovakia’s permanent envoy, Ambassador
Michal Mlynar, as chief personnel in the government-

level negotiations on
reforming the UNSC.

He expressed gratitude
to his Qatari peer,
Ambassador Alya Al-
Thani, and Danish counter-
part, Ambassador Martin
Hermann, for their leading
role in these negotiations
in the previous session.
Underlining the unprece-
dented geopolitical events
happening in the world
nowadays, Hajji empha-

sized that these rapid developments “should prompt us
to exert more efforts to push forward the government
level negotiations on fixing the Security Council”.

However, the Kuwaiti diplomat had drawn a bleak
picture regarding the prospect of reforming the coun-
cil, largely due to lack of “the required political will on
part on the member states including the five perma-
nent members.” Noting Kuwait’s unwavering stance for
reforming the UNSC, Hajji pointed out that the council
should be transformed to become more representative
“and mirrors the globe status that has changed a lot
since establishment of the United Nations in 1945”.

Hajji renewed the call for granting Arab states the
right to occupy permanent seats in the UNSC, in addi-
tion to increasing the number of their non-permanent
seats. The Arab Group in the UNSC represents more
than 400 million people and comprises 22 states; near-
ly 12 percent of the UN membership. —KUNA 
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Kuwait ‘spares no
effort’ in supporting
protection of civilians
GENEVA: Kuwait’s membership of a declaration to
enhance the protection of civilians from the humanitarian
consequences of explosives in populated areas is the lat-
est addition to its efforts in support of global peace and
security, a diplomat said on Friday. Kuwait’s permanent
representative to the United Nations and international
organizations in Geneva Nasser Al-Hain made the
remarks to KUNA upon his return from attending two-
day discussions on the matter in the Irish capital of Dublin. 

“Kuwait appreciates the efforts made by the friendly
government of Ireland and its invitation to this important
conference,” he said, mentioning that the event garnered
the attention of Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Salem
Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. He hoped the declaration
would achieve its aspired goals, to enhance the protec-
tion of civilians and save the bloodshed of innocent peo-
ple during armed conflicts.

The diplomat said the talks come at a time of “deli-

cate circumstances” global-
ly, namely through the
increase of conflict and war,
the high number of innocent
civilian casualties and the
targeting of populated
areas without any deter-
rence. “This critical situa-
tion requires more efforts
to enhance peace and
security by the international
community than ever
before,” he said. This must
be by full compliance with international humanitarian
and human rights laws, suggested the diplomat, the full
implementation of all international disarmament conven-
tions and by prioritizing political dialogue with a sincere
political will to bring peace.

“The continuation of tragedies in countries such as
Syria, Yemen or Palestine is no longer acceptable and
must be addressed,” he added. Kuwait, for its part,
“spares no effort” in supporting these causes, he said,
mentioning that the Gulf country has ratified some 29
international documents related to disarmament, and
seeks more concerted and cooperative efforts to protect
civilians. —KUNA 
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