
PARIS: Iranian security forces killed at least three
protesters Saturday in the latest violence against
demonstrations sparked by the death of Mahsa
Amini, a rights group said. The country’s clerical
leadership under Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is facing
its biggest challenge since the Islamic Revolution of
1979, in the two months of civil unrest following
Amini’s death in custody on September 16.

The state has responded with a crackdown that
Oslo-based group Iran Human Rights said in an
updated toll Saturday had left at least 378 people
dead, among them 47 children. Hengaw, a Norway-
based rights group which monitors abuses in
Kurdish areas, warned the situation was “critical” in
the town of Divandarreh in the western province of
Kurdistan, where government forces had shot dead
at least three civilians. Protesters have been killed in
25 of Iran’s 31 provinces, IHR said Saturday-includ-
ing 123 in eastern Sistan-Baluchistan and 40 in
Amini’s home province of Kurdistan.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian of Kurdish origin,

died three days after her arrest in Tehran by the
notorious morality police over an alleged breach of
the Islamic republic’s dress code for women which
includes the mandatory hijab headscarf.

Protester’s corpse ‘seized’ 
Protests raged overnight in the town of Bukan in

Kurdistan, where Revolutionary Guards opened fire
on family members mourning a slain protester and
taking his body from hospital before burying it in an
undisclosed location, Hengaw said. Activists accuse
Iran’s security forces of carrying out secret burials
of protesters they have killed, to prevent more vio-
lence from flaring at their funerals.

“Last night, after Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps forces attacked Shahid Gholi Pur Hospital in
Bukan, they seized Shahryar Mohammadi’s body
and buried him secretly,” Hengaw said. The group
said the forces “opened fire on his family and inflict-
ed injuries on at least five of them”.

Elsewhere, hundreds of mourners were seen

marching Saturday along a road near Mahabad in
West Azerbaijan province for the funeral of Kamal
Ahmadpour, a young man shot dead by security
forces, in a video published by the 1500tasvir moni-
tor. “The Islamic Republic of Iran’s forces have sig-
nificantly increased the use of lethal weapons in
attacks on protesters in the past five days,” Hengaw
told AFP.

The rights group said security forces had killed
at least 25 people in Kurdistan since Tuesday, when
protesters thronged streets on the anniversary of a
lethal 2019 crackdown known as “Bloody Aban”-or
Bloody November. “Twenty-three people were
killed by direct fire, one by torture, and one by knife
stabs,” Hengaw said. At least 12 security personnel
have been killed in the three days of protests called
to mark the November 15 anniversary, according to
an AFP tally from official sources. 

Hundreds were killed in the crackdown three
years ago on street violence that erupted over a
hike in fuel prices. 

Iran’s foreign ministry hit out at the “deliberate
silence of foreign promoters of chaos and violence
in Iran in the face of... terrorist operations in several
Iranian cities”. “It is the duty of the international
community and international assemblies to con-
demn the recent terrorist acts in Iran and not to
provide a safe haven for extremists,” it added. Iran
accuses Western nations that host Persian-language
media-including Britain-of fomenting the unrest. 

Britain’s domestic spy agency MI5 said
Wednesday that Iran wanted to kidnap or kill UK-
based individuals it  deems “enemies of the
regime”, with at least 10 plots uncovered this year.
The Times newspaper on Saturday reported that
British police had placed armed response vehicles
outside the Persian-language Iran International
television station in London, after threats by Iran
against its journalists. Iran Human Rights warned
that the regime had been mounting a “campaign of
spreading lies” ahead of a meeting of the UN
Human Rights Council next week. —AFP
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IZEH, Iran: Iranians mourn in front of the coffins of people killed in a shooting attack, during their funeral in the city of Izeh in Iran’s Khuzestan province, on November 18, 2022. — AFP

Situation ‘critical’ as death toll in civil unrest hits 378 

Iran forces kill 3 more protesters

NASA mission 
‘exceeding’ 
expectations
WASHINGTON: On the third day after lifting
off from Florida bound for the Moon, the Orion
spacecraft is “exceeding performance expecta-
tions,” NASA officials said on Friday.

The spacecraft is to take astronauts to the
Moon in the coming years-the first to set foot on
its surface since the last Apollo mission in 1972.
This first test flight, without a crew on board,
aims to ensure that the vehicle is safe. “Today we
met to review the Orion spacecraft perform-
ance... it is exceeding performance expectations,”
said Mike Sarafin, head of the Artemis 1 mission.

The spacecraft’s four solar panels, about 13 feet
(four meters) long, deployed correctly and are
providing more energy than expected, said Jim
Geffre, the Orion manager at the Johnson Space
Center in Houston. It is from that control center in
Texas that the spacecraft is being piloted.

Orion is already some 200,000 miles
(320,000 kilometers) from Earth and preparing
to perform the first of four main thrusts sched-
uled during the mission using its engines. This
maneuver, which will take place early Monday
morning, will bring the spacecraft as close as 80
miles (130 kilometers) from the lunar surface, in
order to take advantage of the Moon’s gravita-
tional force. Since this will take place on the far
side of the Moon, NASA is expected to lose
contact with the spacecraft for approximately
35 minutes.

“We will be passing over some of the Apollo
landing sites,” said  flight director Jeff Radigan,
although they will be in darkness. Footage of the
flyover will be released by NASA. Four days lat-
er, a second thrust from the engines will place
Orion in a distant orbit around the Moon.

The ship will go up to 40,000 miles beyond
the Moon, a record for a habitable capsule. It will
then begin the journey back to Earth, with a
landing in the Pacific Ocean scheduled for
December 11, after just over 25 days of flight.

The success of this mission will determine the
future of the Artemis 2 mission, which will take
astronauts around the Moon without landing,
then Artemis 3, which will finally mark the return
of humans to the lunar surface. Those missions
are scheduled to take place in 2024 and 2025,
respectively. —AFP 

Ukraine families 
reunite as Kherson 
train station reopens
KHERSON: Tears, smiles and the occasional
artillery explosion on Saturday greeted passengers
as the first train in eight months pulled into the
southern Ukrainian city of Kherson from Kyiv and
families divided by war were reunited. “I promised I
would come back. It happened so I kept my prom-
ise,” said Anastasia Shevlyuga, 30, moments after
stepping off the train and meeting her mother.

For others, the moment was more somber.
Svytlana Dosenko fought back tears as she waited
for her only son who she last saw before Russia
invaded Ukraine on February 24. The wait has been
excruciating. “He’s the only one I have left,” she cried.

The past months have been wracked with grief,
humiliation and fear since Russians forces fanned
out from the Crimean peninsula and occupied large
swathes of Ukraine’s Black Sea coast, including
Kherson. Two days after the war began in February,
Dosenko’s husband died of Covid after power was

cut to the hospital where he was on a respirator.
In the months that followed, she lived under

Russian occupying forces, who frequently searched
apartments and set up checkpoints throughout the
city. “It was very messy and very hard. My place
was searched by Russian soldiers. They broke in,
looking for weapons,” Dosenko explained.

She planned to board the train returning to Kyiv
on Saturday evening with her son. “I just want to
see him and tell him I love him,” she added.

Pride 
Just a few feet away on the platform, Lyudmila

Romanyuk, 66, clutched a bouquet of flowers and
grinned as she anxiously awaited the arrival of her
granddaughter. “Her parents in Kherson don’t know
that she’s coming... we planned it,” she told AFP
with a laugh.

“We’re free finally!” she exclaimed. “It’s a win-
win. We got liberated and my favorite child is com-
ing here.” Others showed up not to greet anyone
but merely to enjoy the latest sign of Kherson’s
return to Ukrainian control.

“I wanted to make sure it was coming,” said
Lyudmyla Smeshkova, 60, her pet chihuahua Molly
zipped up in her fur jacket. For the region’s railway
workers, the arrival of the train was a moment of

immense pride. More than 100 laborers pulled 12
hour shifts in the freezing rain for the past week to
clear and repair nearly 60 kilometers (37 miles) of
track alongside demining teams. —AFP

KHERSON, Ukraine: Local residents hold a Ukrainian
flag on the station platform next to the first train from
Kyiv to Kherson since the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
which arrived at the Kherson train station on
November 19, 2022. —AFP 

10 killed in Ecuador 
prison riot
QUITO: At least 10 people died Friday in the latest
prison unrest to hit violence-stricken Ecuador, where
some 400 inmates have been killed since last year,
the prison authority said. The violence broke out at
El Inca prison north of the capital, Quito, shortly after
the government said it was moving two inmates it
suspected of being the masterminds behind previous
prison disturbances to a maximum security prison.

Police commander Victor Herrera told reporters
the prison had been secured, with heavy security
deployed as forensics personnel removed the bodies
of those killed. Herrera said the cause of death
“appeared to be strangulation.” One of the two pris-
oners whose relocation sparked the violence, Los
Lobos gang leader Jonathan Bermudez, had been
responsible for a previous massacre at El Inca,
according to a statement from the president’s office.

“We told them that our hand would not tremble,”
President Guillermo Lasso said of the transfer on
Twitter on Friday, warning of “the same fate for
those who continue with their attempts to break the
peace of Ecuadorans.” In other tweets, the presi-
dent posted photographs of inmates with their

hands tied and others lying face-down in prison
courtyards and corridors.

The SNAI prison authority said that “members of
this criminal organization (Los Lobos) undertook
violent reprisals” for the relocation of Bermudez to
another prison. “We will continue to act firmly and

tirelessly to combat organized crime, which threatens
the security and peace of Ecuadorans,” it added.
Earlier this month, Lasso’s government relocated
some 2,400 inmates, triggering an uprising by gang
members who went on shooting sprees and set off
car bombs at gas stations and police stations. —AFP 

QUITO: Handout picture released by the SNAI prison authority showing security forces during an operation
at Pichincha 1 prison in Quito on 18 November 2022. —AFP


