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SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong Un over-
saw a test of Pyongyang’s newest intercontinental 
ballistic missile with his daughter in tow for the first 
time, state media reported Saturday. Declaring he 
would meet perceived US nuclear threats with 
nukes of his own, Kim supervised the launch on 
Friday of the black-and-white missile, which the 
official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said 
was the Hwasong-17 — dubbed the “monster mis-
sile” by analysts. 

The launch of the “new major strategic weapon 
system” was successful, KCNA said. KCNA said 
Kim attended the launch “together with his beloved 
daughter and wife”, and state media images showed 
a beaming Kim accompanied by a young girl in a 
puffer jacket and red shoes as he walked in front of 
the missile. North Korean state media has never 
mentioned Kim’s children, and this was the first offi-
cial confirmation that he had a daughter, experts 
said. KCNA’s report on Saturday did not name the 
daughter, however.  

 
‘The fourth generation’  

The most significant takeaway from Friday’s 
ICBM launch is “the permanence of the Kim 
regime’s weapons program, because it is so integral 
to Kim’s own survival and the continuity of his fami-
ly’s reign,” Soo Kim, a former CIA analyst now with 
the RAND Corporation, told AFP. With the state 
media coverage, “we have seen with our own eyes 
the fourth generation of the Kim family”, she said. 

Kim-the grandson of North Korea’s founding 
leader Kim Il Sung and the third generation of the 
Kim family to lead the country-married his wife Ri Sol 
Ju, in 2009, according to South Korea’s spy agency. 

She gave birth to their first child the following 
year, with their second and third born in 2013 and 
2017, the agency has said. The only previous confir-
mation of the children’s existence had come from 
former NBA star Dennis Rodman, who claimed he 

met a baby daughter of Kim’s called Ju Ae during a 
2013 visit to North Korea. The daughter revealed in 
the photographs is presumed to be Ju Ae, who is 
likely Kim’s second child, Cheong Seong-chang of 
the Center for North Korea Studies at the Sejong 
Institute in South Korea told AFP. 

 
Kim’s warning  

KCNA said Saturday that Kim slammed “hysteric 
aggression war drills”, and said that if the United 
States continued to make threats, Pyongyang would 
“resolutely react to nukes with nuclear weapons 
and to total confrontation with all-out confronta-
tion”. North Korea has conducted a record-break-
ing blitz of launches in recent weeks. Pyongyang-
and Moscow-have repeatedly blamed them on 
Washington’s moves to boost the protection it 
offers to allies Seoul and Tokyo. Fears have grown 
that the launches are building up to a nuclear test. 

KCNA said the latest missile hit a maximum alti-
tude of 6,040.9 kilometers (3,750 miles) and flew 
999.2 kilometers, matching estimates by Seoul and 
Tokyo on Friday. North Korea previously claimed to 
have launched a Hwasong-17 — its most powerful 
missile to date-on March 24, releasing a slick pro-
motional video and photos of the event. But Seoul 
later cast doubt on that claim. This time, analysts 
said it seemed North Korea had succeeded. 

“This launch is significant because it is thought 
to be the first successful full flight test of the 
Hwasong-17 ICBM,” Joseph Dempsey, a researcher 
at the International Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS), told AFP. As with all North Korean ICBM 
tests, the missile was fired on a lofted trajectory-up 
not out, to avoid flying over Japan. That means 
questions remain about its performance, “particu-
larly in terms of surviving reentry into the atmos-
phere and... accuracy over greater ranges”, 
Dempsey said. 

The “monster missile” also has disadvantages, he 

added. “Its sheer size makes it less practical as a 
road-mobile system, and production would be likely 
a significantly greater strain on limited resources.” 

Since Kim declared North Korea an “irre-
versible” nuclear state in September, the United 
States has ramped up regional security cooperation. 
The South Korean military said it staged joint air 
drills with the United States on Saturday involving 
the US B-1B long-range heavy bomber. 

This was the second B-1B deployment to the 

Korean peninsula this month-it also participated in 
“Vigilant Storm”, the largest-ever US-South Korea air 
exercise.  Meanwhile, the European Union on 
Saturday decried the “dangerous” test of North 
Korea’s newest intercontinental ballistic missile and 
said Pyongyang’s weapons program threatens the 
world. “The EU strongly condemns the DPRK’s launch 
of an intercontinental ballistic missile that landed in 
Japan’s Exclusive Economic Zone on 18 November,” 
the 27-nation bloc said in a statement. — AFP 
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PYONGYANG: This picture taken on Nov 18, 2022 and released on Nov 19, 2022 shows North Korea’s leader 
Kim Jong Un walking with his daughter as he inspects a new intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) 
“Hwasong Gun 17” ahead of its launch at Pyongyang International Airport. — AFP  

LIMA: Two Peruvian firefighters were killed Friday 
when a passenger plane collided with their truck 
during takeoff and then crashed on the runway, air-
port operators said. The airline LATAM, which 
operated the domestic flight out of Lima, said 102 
passengers were onboard at the time but “no pas-
sengers or crew members lost their lives”. Footage 
taken by witnesses and broadcast by Peruvian tele-
vision channels showed the plane-an Airbus A320, 
according to aircraft tracking websites-taking off 
at full speed and hitting the fire truck, also traveling 
at speed. With its landing gear damaged, the plane 
continued its course with its right side dragging 
along the runway, sending up a trail of sparks. 
When it stopped, the aircraft emitted a cloud of 
smoke, with the rear of the plane badly burned. As 
well as killing the two firefighters, the incident 
injured a rescuer who was in the firefighting vehicle 
and is “in critical condition due to head trauma,” 
according to security official Aurelio Orellana. 

Lima Airport Partners (LAP) which operates the 
Jorge Chavez airport, said it “deeply regrets the 

loss of life of two members of the LAP Aeronautical 
Fire Brigade in the accident that occurred between 
a fire engine and the aircraft operating flight 
LA2213 from Lima to Juliaca.” LAP added that its 
“teams are providing the necessary care to all pas-
sengers, who are doing well.” 

“We are also investigating to determine the 
cause of the incident.” The general manager of 
LATAM Peru, Manuel van Oordt, said he was sur-
prised that firefighters were on the runway since 
the pilot of the plane had not reported any anom-
alies. “No emergency was reported in the flight, it 
was a flight that was in optimal conditions to take 
off, he had permission to take off, and he found a 
truck on the runway and we do not know what 
this truck was doing there,” he said at a press 
conference. 

The Lima fire department said it received an 
alert at 3:25 pm local time (2025 GMT) and four 
ambulances and rescue units were deployed. The 
prosecutor’s office said it would launch an investi-
gation into the “possible crimes of culpable homi-
cide and culpable injuries.” Airport operations have 
been suspended “until further notice,” the manage-
ment company said. 

Last month, a LATAM plane with 48 passen-
gers onboard made an emergency landing in 
Asuncion, Paraguay after flying through a severe 
storm.  —AFP
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WASHINGTON: The US Justice Department on 
Friday named a former war crimes investigator as a 
special counsel to oversee criminal probes into 
Donald Trump, three days after the former president 
announced a new White House run in 2024. Trump-
who claims to be the target of a “witch hunt”-
slammed the dramatic move as “unfair” and “the 
worst politicization of justice in our country.” 

The White House strongly denied any political 
interference, but the unprecedented special counsel 
investigation of a former president-and current 
presidential candidate-sets the stage for a drawn-
out legal battle. At a press conference, Attorney 
General Merrick Garland announced the appoint-
ment of Jack Smith, until recently a chief prosecutor 
in The Hague charged with probing Kosovo war 
crimes, to take over the two ongoing federal probes 
into Trump. 

One is focused on the former president’s efforts 
to overturn the results of the 2020 election and the 
January 6, 2021, attack on the US Capitol by his 
supporters. The other is an investigation into a 

cache of classified government documents seized in 
an FBI raid on Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence in 
Florida in August. Garland said naming a special 
counsel was in the public interest because both the 
Republican Trump and his Democratic successor 
Joe Biden have stated their intention to run in 2024, 
although only Trump has officially declared for now. 

“Appointing a special counsel at this time is the 
right thing to do,” Garland said. “The extraordinary 
circumstances presented here demand it.” 

At the White House, Press Secretary Karine 
Jean-Pierre said Biden had no advance notice of 
Garland’s plans to name a special counsel. 

Trump claimed in an interview with Fox News 
Digital that he was being targeted by the Biden 
administration to prevent him winning back the 
presidency. “This is a disgrace and only happening 
because I am leading in every poll in both parties,” 
he said. “It is not acceptable. It is so unfair. It is so 
political.” “This will not be a fair investigation,” 
Trump told guests later at his Mar-a-Lago home. 

“The horrendous abuse of power is the latest in a 
long series of witch hunts,” he said, to applause. 

In a statement, Smith, who previously headed the 
Justice Department’s Public Integrity section, said 
the “pace of the investigations will not pause or flag 
under my watch.” “I will exercise independent judg-
ment and will move the investigations forward 
expeditiously and thoroughly to whatever outcome 
the facts and the law dictate,” he said. — AFP 
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tournament after the 11th hour decision on 

Friday to ban beer sales at World Cup stadium 
venues. “If this is the biggest issue we have for the 
World Cup then I will resign immediately and go 
to the beach to relax,” Infantino said. “I feel 200 
percent in control of this World Cup, absolutely. 
Every decision is taken in partnership with the 
Qatari government.”  

Meanwhile, HH the Amir’s Representative, HH 
the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah and his accompanying delegation will 

depart on Sunday to Qatar to attend the opening 
of the World Cup at Al-Bayt Stadium in Khor. 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Qatar Khaled Al-Mutairi 
affirmed the keenness of Kuwait to support the 
tireless efforts made by Qatar to ensure success as 
hosts of the 2022 World Cup and achieve the 
desired goals of this global sports gathering. 

Mutairi said that the embassy, under the guid-
ance of the political leadership, supported the 
preparations of the concerned authorities in Qatar 
to host the World Cup of the century. It was keen 
to contribute its role in making it a success and 
shed light on the plans that Qatar has drawn up for 
this World Cup to be the most prominent in the 
history of football. He added that the Kuwaiti 
Embassy worked on providing all necessary infor-
mation for Kuwaiti football fans who will visit 
Qatar to watch the matches of this tournament and 
follow the teams they support. — Agencies 
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Mulla stressed the importance of abiding by the 

best global programs and methods in health, safety, 
security and environment areas. 

 He said this is a great priority for the safety of 
workers and oil facilities, expressing understanding 
of the oil sector’s work, which is exposed to possible 
risks and incidents more than any other sectors. He 
emphasized that the role of the sector’s officials is to 
take all required measures for the safety of work-
ers.The minister called for taking care of Kuwaiti 
workers and helping them acquire more capabilities, 
which will contribute to upgrading them, mainly in 
training and rehabilitation. He commended the 

efforts of the consecutive generations of the compa-
ny’s leaders and workers as well as their role in rais-
ing Kuwaiti oil products’ profitability through their 
keenness on developing staff and facilities.  

Mulla, accompanied by the company and sector’s 
senior officials, paid a visit to Mina Al Ahmadi 
Refinery to reassure about the output process, 
according to the company’s statement. During the 
visit, Mulla held a meeting with senior oil officials 
and called for boosting cooperation amongst CEOs 
of KNPC and its subsidiaries to achieve goals and 
meet aspirations of the Kuwaiti oil sector. 

He emphasized that occupying leading positions 
in the sector’s companies contributes to making 
right decisions at the right time, warning of negative 
repercussions that may affect work of this vital sec-
tor because of delays in decision-making. He lis-
tened to some ideas and visions related to KNPC’s 
current and future projects and plans, promising to 
remove all obstacles that may affect the company’s 
performance.  — KUNA 
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 vulnerable countries”. A draft document on cre-

ating a specific loss and damage fund was published 
by the Egyptian presidency on Saturday. It takes 
some language from three earlier proposals - from 
the EU, Britain and the G77 and China bloc of 134 
developing nations - and appears to kick some of 
the thornier issues, particularly over the sources of 
funding, into next year. 

“The draft decision on loss and damage finance 
offers hope to the vulnerable people that they will 
get help to recover from climate disasters and 
rebuild their lives,” said Harjeet Singh, head of glob-
al political strategy at Climate Action Network 
International. Earlier, European Commission Vice 
President Frans Timmermans said the EU would 
“rather have no result than a bad result” and was 
willing to walk out of the negotiations altogether. 

The EU wants COP27 to have strong language 
on cutting emissions and to reaffirm the aspirational 
goal of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius from pre-industrial levels. Scientists say this 

is a far safer guardrail against catastrophic climate 
impacts, with the world currently far off track and 
heading for around 2.5C of warming under current 
commitments and plans. “We are not here to pro-
duce papers, but to keep the 1.5C target alive,” said 
German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock. 

The Egyptian COP27 presidency also released a 
new draft final statement that states the need to 
accelerate “efforts towards the phasedown of 
unabated coal power and phase-out of inefficient 
fossil fuel subsidies”. And another document was 
released specifically covering ambitions for curbing 
planet-heating emissions. On the need to be more 
ambitious in slowing the rise in global temperatures, 
Tom Evans of the think tank E3G said it is “a copy-
paste” of the agreement made at Glasgow without 
building on the agreement made a year ago. 

Many developing countries see the creation of a 
loss and damage fund at this meeting as a defining 
issue of the talks. The G77 and China bloc called 
for the immediate creation of such a fund at 
COP27, with operational details to be agreed later. 
A counter proposal from the EU called to priori-
tize the most climate-vulnerable countries as 
recipients. They also said the money should come 
from a “broad funder base” - code for countries 
including China and Saudi Arabia that have 
become wealthier since they were listed as devel-
oping nations in 1992. — AFP 
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“So my friends are gone, the vision is murky, there is a 
storm coming and no financial upside. What would you 
do?” tweeted Peter Clowes, who refused Musk’s final 
warning. 

Musk, also the CEO of Tesla and SpaceX, has come 
under fire for radical changes at the California-based firm, 
which he bought less than a month ago for $44 billion. He 
had already fired half of Twitter’s 7,500 staff, scrapped a 
work-from-home policy and imposed long hours, all 
while his attempts to overhaul the company faced back-
lash and delays. His stumbling attempts to revamp user 
verification with a controversial subscription service led 
to a slew of fake accounts and pranks, and prompted 
major advertisers to step away from the platform. 

On Friday, Musk appeared to be pressing on with his 
plans and reinstated previously banned accounts, includ-
ing that of comedian Kathy Griffin, which had been taken 
down after she impersonated him on the site. Musk did 

not immediately welcome back former US president 
Donald Trump, saying the “decision has not yet been 
made” on the return of the ex-leader. Trump was banned 
for inciting last year’s attack on the Capitol by a mob 
seeking to overturn the results of the 2020 US election. 

But hours later, Musk posted a poll to Twitter asking 
users to vote “yes” or “no” on whether to “Reinstate for-
mer President Trump,” though there was no clear indica-
tion that he would adhere to the results of the ad hoc sur-
vey. Musk has done similar polls in the past, asking fol-
lowers last year if he should sell stock in his electric car 
company Tesla. 

Fevered talk of the site’s imminent demise was driving 
record-high engagement on Twitter, according to Musk. 
In a tweet, the South African-born billionaire said: 
“Record numbers of users are logging in to see if Twitter 
is dead, ironically making it more alive than ever!” Musk 
added that the “best people are staying, so I’m not super 
worried.” 

Despite Musk’s assurances, entry to Twitter’s offices 
was temporarily closed until Monday, even with a badge, 
according to an internal message seen on US media. In 
leaked emails reported in The New York Times, Musk 
asked engineers critical to the site’s functioning to make 
their way to Twitter’s headquarters in San Francisco on 
Friday to meet him in person. — AFP 
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