
BANGKOK: Chinese President Xi Jinping and US Vice
President Kamala Harris called for open communication
during a brief meeting on Saturday, days after his exten-
sive talks with President Joe Biden aimed at keeping ten-
sions in check. Harris and Xi met during an Asia-Pacific
summit in Bangkok where another US rival, Russia, saw
itself isolated, with no top leader attending and a state-
ment issued showing wide condemnation of its war in
Ukraine.

Speaking to Xi on the sidelines of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, Harris reinforced
Biden’s message that “we must maintain open lines of
communication to responsibly manage the competition
between our countries”, a White House official said.

On Monday, Biden and Xi met for three hours at a
Group of 20 summit in Bali, the first in-person talks
between the leaders of the world’s two largest
economies since they each became president. Chinese
state media quoted Xi as telling Harris that his meeting
with Biden was “strategic and constructive, and has
important guiding significance for China-US relations in
the next stage”.

“It is hoped that the two sides will further enhance
mutual understanding, reduce misunderstanding and
misjudgement, and jointly promote the return of China-
US relations to a healthy and stable track,” added Xi,
who is on only his second overseas trip since the pan-
demic. US and Chinese officials have both put a positive
spin on the renewal of diplomacy, while stopping short
of predicting any substantive resolution of issues divid-
ing them-notably Taiwan, the self-governing democracy
claimed by Beijing. Xi and Biden agreed that Secretary
of State Antony Blinken will visit China early next year,
the first visit by a top US diplomat since 2018. Blinken
told reporters in Bangkok that the contacts aimed at
making sure that competition “does not veer into con-
flict” and examining areas of cooperation on global chal-
lenges such as climate change.

The United States said it was also looking for China
to do more to rein in its ally North Korea, which on
Friday test-fired a ballistic missile that US and Japanese
officials said was likely capable of hitting the US main-
land. China should use its influence to persuade North

Korea “not to go in this provocative direction, which
only destabilizes the region and the world”, said a US
official travelling with Harris.

Pressure on Russia 
If relations remain unchanged, Xi could see Biden in a

year’s time when the United States hosts the APEC sum-
mit in San Francisco. Xi last visited the United States in
2017, meeting then president Donald Trump at his
Florida estate, but relations between the two countries
later sharply deteriorated over trade, Taiwan, human
rights and COVID-19.

APEC, which groups 21 economies, focuses on trade
rather than political matters. But after US insistence,
APEC followed the formula of this week’s G20 summit to
take up the invasion of Ukraine by Russia, a member of
both organizations. “Most members strongly condemned
the war in Ukraine and stressed it is causing immense

human suffering and exacerbating existing fragilities in
the global economy,” an APEC joint declaration said.

“There were other views and different assessments of
the situation and sanctions.” The United States has been
cautiously upbeat about China taking a distance from
nominal ally Russia, including by rejecting requests to
send military supplies. While engaging Xi, the United
States has vowed to shun Russian President Vladimir
Putin who skipped this week’s Asian summits and is vir-
tually certain not to receive an invitation to San
Francisco. Harris, who is originally from the San
Francisco Bay Area, told leaders in Bangkok that the
United States would focus next year’s summit on raising
climate ambitions. She asked leaders to prepare new tar-
gets in time for the 2023 summit on reducing emissions
from the power sector, hoping to flesh out longer-term
commitments by most APEC members on zeroing out
carbon. —AFP
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News in brief
Bulgaria charges bombing suspects

SOFIA: Bulgaria has charged five people with
helping one of the suspects in last weekend’s
bombing in central Istanbul which killed six people,
prosecutors said on Saturday. Turkey on Friday
jailed 17 people over last Sunday’s blast, which
Ankara has blamed on the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) it designates as a “terror
group”. The victims include two girls aged nine and
15. “Five people have been charged” over their
“logistical” help to one of the suspects to flee,
Siyka Mileva, a spokeswoman for the Sofia prose-
cutor’s office told AFP. Local television channels
said three of the people charged in Bulgaria were
from Moldova and a fourth was from an unspeci-
fied Arab country. There were no immediate details
about the fifth person. —AFP

Nine killed in Russia gas blast

MOSCOW: A suspected gas explosion early
Saturday in a five-storey residential building killed
nine people in Russia’s southeastern Sakhalin
island, the local governor said. The blast occurred
in a brick building built in the 1980s in the village
of Tymovskoye, TASS news agency reported. “Nine
people were killed, including four children,” the
region’s governor Valery Limarenko told the Rossia
24 television channel. The emergencies ministry
said preliminary information pointed to a gas leak,
adding that many storeys had collapsed. — AFP

Colombia, ELN to open peace talks 

BOGOTA: Colombia’s government and the leftist
National Liberation Army (ELN) guerrilla group
will resume peace talks on Monday after a nearly
four-year hiatus, the parties announced. The
resumption of negotiations “will be next Monday,
November 21, in the afternoon in the city of
Caracas,” read a statement posted to Twitter
Friday and signed by the Colombian High
Commissioner for Peace, Danilo Rueda, and ELN
peace delegation member Pablo Beltran. Colombia
has suffered more than half a century of armed
conflict between the state and various groups of
left-wing guerrillas, right-wing paramilitaries and
drug traffickers. — AFP

E Guinea ruler seeks re-election 

MALABO: Equatorial Guinea’s President Teodoro
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo faces two opponents as
he runs for a sixth term on Sunday, but critics see
little hope for change in a country with next to no
opposition. Obiang has been in power for more
than 43 years-the longest tenure of any living head
of state today except for monarchs. His re-election
seems certain in one of the most authoritarian and
enclosed states in the world. In the run-up to the
Sunday’s vote, pictures of Obiang and his
Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE),
the country’s only legal political movement until
1991, have been splashed all over the capital
Malabo. —AFP

BANGKOK: US Vice President Kamala Harris greets Chinese President Xi Jinping during a brief meeting on Saturday.

TAIPEI, Taiwan: This undated handout file picture released
by the Taipei Zoo on October 27, 2022 shows male panda
Tuan Tuan, who was gifted to Taiwan by China in 2008,
receiving treatment while ill at the zoo in Taipei. — AFP

Beloved panda 
gifted by China 
to Taiwan dies
TAIPEI: A panda that China gifted to Taiwan 14 years
ago as a symbol of what were then warmer ties died
on Saturday after suffering a spate of seizures, Taipei
Zoo said. Tuan Tuan and his breeding mate Yuan Yuan
were given to Taiwan by Beijing in late 2008, at a time
when relations between the two were more cordial.

China views Taiwan as part of its territory and has
vowed to one day bring the self-ruled democratic
island back into the fold, by force if necessary. “Our
medical team has confirmed that Tuan Tuan’s heart
stopped beating at 13:48 (05:48 GMT),” the zoo said
in a short statement.

The panda was put under deep anesthesia to take
CT scans earlier Saturday, and the team decided to
“let Tuan Tuan continue to sleep” after the results indi-
cated his condition was “irreversible”, and that he
could no longer “live a quality life”, zoo officials said.
“It would have been extremely painful and risky for
Tuan Tuan to resuscitate him from the anesthesia,” said
spokesman Eric Tsao.

Vets first noticed Tuan Tuan, 18, was ill in August,
when he began suffering seizures and appeared
increasingly unsteady and lethargic.

Medical scans showed he had a brain lesion and he
was placed on anti-seizure medication. The zoo sus-
pected Tuan Tuan had a brain tumour and he was
moved into palliative care last month. The seizures had
returned in the past few days, more frequent than
before, and medicine could not ease the symptoms.
Fans mourned Tuan Tuan’s passing on social media,
while Taipei mayor Ko Wen-je thanked the panda for
“bringing happiness to Taiwanese people and making
Taipei Zoo more wonderful” in an Instagram post.

The panda couple-whose names combined mean
“reunion” or “unity”-had become huge stars in Taiwan
since being gifted, and Yuan Yuan has since given birth
to two female cubs. China has long deployed “panda
diplomacy”, and the gift of Tuan Tuan and Yuan Yuan
was a move seen to endorse the presidency of then
Beijing-friendly leader Ma Ying-jeou.

Beijing only loans pandas to foreign zoos, which
must usually return any offspring within a few years of
their birth to join the country’s breeding program. But
Taiwan was granted an exception as part of a brief
charm offensive China launched in the late 2000s, and
was fully gifted both Tuan Tuan and Yuan Yuan and
any offspring they had. Relations between China and
Taiwan have been on ice since 2016 with Beijing sev-
ering official communications and government visits
between the two sides scrapped. — AFP

Malaysia polls 
close with Anwar 
in close race
KUALA LUMPUR: Voting closed in Malaysia on
Saturday with jailed ex-leader Najib Razak’s scandal-
hit ruling party seeking to cement its power in a tight
race with Anwar Ibrahim’s coalition. The popular
opposition leader campaigned on a promise to fight
corruption in Southeast Asia’s third-largest economy
where people are struggling with soaring food prices.

There were long lines at polling centers across the
country despite concerns about monsoon rains, and
the voters AFP spoke to said they hoped for political
stability and economic improvement.

“I want a strong government and a stable economy
so that there will be more job opportunities for the
youth,” Nurul Hazwani Firdon, a 20-year-old tutor,
said as she went to cast her ballot in the rural town of
Bera in Pahang state. Social media posts showed peo-
ple lining up in knee-deep waters outside a voting
centre in Sarawak state on Borneo island.

One video on Twitter showed an old woman being
carried on someone’s back into a flooded polling place.
The Election Commission said turnout for the 21 mil-
lion registered voters was at 70 percent as of 4 pm
(0800GMT), two hours before the polls closed.

Najib’s United Malays National Organization
(UMNO) usually dominates Malaysian politics but it
suffered a humiliating defeat in the 2018 general elec-
tion after a massive corruption scandal at state fund
1MDB. The former prime minister, who was at the cen-
tre of the 1MDB storm, is currently serving a 12-year
jail term. Because of infighting in the two successive
governments since 2018, UMNO crept back into pow-
er last year despite lingering corruption allegations,
and is seeking a stronger mandate in Saturday’s elec-
tion-called 10 months ahead of schedule.

Anwar’s dream 
The UMNO-dominated ruling Barisan Nasional

bloc is up against Anwar and his allies. With age
catching up, this may be Anwar’s last chance to fulfil
his long-standing dream of leading Malaysia. “A win
today would certainly be gratifying after more than
two decades of fighting to win the hearts and minds of

the people,” Anwar, 75, told AFP before casting his
vote in Penang state. He added he was “cautiously
confident” that his Pakatan Harapan (Alliance of Hope)
could secure a simple majority in the 222-member par-
liament. Caretaker Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob,
from the ruling coalition, cast his vote in Bera. “I hope
the voters will choose a government that can guaran-
tee security and stability,” he told reporters.

A record 945 candidates are contesting for parlia-
ment seats across the largely Muslim nation. Former
prime ministers Mahathir Mohamad, 97, and 75-year-
old Muhyiddin Yassin head two other coalitions.

Corruption a key issue 
Corruption was a key issue during the campaign,

with opposition parties repeatedly warning that if
UMNO wins, Najib could walk free and graft charges
against other party leaders could be dropped.

The 1MDB scandal, in which billions of dollars in
state funds were diverted to Beverly Hills properties, a
superyacht, a Hollywood film and Najib’s own bank
account, sparked investigations in Singapore,
Switzerland and the United States. Analysts said there
was no clear frontrunner among the four coalitions. A
survey by pollster Merdeka Centre on the eve of the
elections showed Anwar’s coalition winning 82 seats of
the total number of seats contested, and 33 percent
favouring him as the prime minister. There were sup-
posed to be 222 seats at stake, but two candidates
died and voting in one district was suspended due to
bad weather.—AFP

US to help Thailand 
develop small 
nuclear reactors
BANGKOK: The United States will help Thailand
develop nuclear power through a new class of small
reactors, part of a program aimed at fighting climate
change, Vice President Kamala Harris announced on a
visit Saturday. 

The White House said the assistance was part of its
Net Zero World Initiative, a project launched at last
year’s Glasgow climate summit in which the United
States partners with the private sector and philanthro-
pists to promote clean energy.

Thailand does not have nuclear power, with the
public mood on the issue souring after the 2011
Fukushima disaster in Japan. The White House said it
would offer technical assistance to the Southeast Asian
country to deploy the developing technology of small
modular reactors, which are factory-built and
portable. Such reactors are generally considered safer
as they do not need human intervention to shut down
in emergencies. A White House statement said that US
experts would work with Thailand on deploying the
reactors, which will have the “highest standards of
safety, security and nonproliferation” and boast a
smaller land footprint than traditional nuclear plants.

US rivals China and Russia, as well as Argentina, are
also developing small modular reactors, the prototypes
of which are in the design phase. The White House did
not give a timeline but said it would support Thailand,
which is highly vulnerable to climate change, in its goal
of going carbon neutral by 2065. Harris is visiting the
US ally for an Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
summit and discussed climate efforts in a meeting with
Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha.

Harris also spoke to Prayut about developments in
adjacent Myanmar, where the military toppled the
elected government in February 2021. Harris “con-
demned the ongoing atrocities and human rights abus-
es by Burma’s regime,” a White House statement on
the meeting said, using Myanmar’s former name. “The
vice president made clear that the United States
stands with the people of Burma,” it said.—AFP

Tokyo encourages 
residents to wear 
turtlenecks 
TOKYO: Trying to stay warm while cutting energy
bills this winter? Wear a turtleneck, says Tokyo gover-
nor Yuriko Koike. The governor, wearing one herself
under a jacket, encouraged residents to don turtleneck
jumpers both to stay warm and as a way of reducing
energy consumption.

“Warming the neck has a thermal effect. I’m wear-
ing a turtleneck myself and wearing a scarf also keeps
you warm. This will save electricity,” Koike told
reporters on Friday. “This is one of the tools to get
through the harsh winter energy climate together,” she
said, adding that French President Emmanuel Macron
was “taking a lead in wearing turtlenecks”.

Japan has long conducted an annual “cool biz”
campaign, in which a casual dress code is encouraged
in offices to save energy during the country’s swelter-
ing summers. The winter version is dubbed, appropri-
ately enough, “warm biz”. Like many countries, Japan-
which is aiming to become carbon neutral by 2050 —

has faced a squeeze on its energy supply since
Russia’s February invasion of Ukraine.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida in August
called for a push to revive the country’s nuclear power
industry in a bid to tackle soaring imported energy
costs. But such a move would likely prove controver-
sial in the wake of the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster,
triggered by a massive tsunami, which led to the sus-
pension of many reactors due to safety fears. Eleven
years later, 10 of Japan’s 33 nuclear reactors are back
in action, although not all are operational year-round
and the country remains heavily dependent on import-
ed fossil fuels. — AFP

BANDAR BERA, Malaysia: Malaysia’s Prime Minister Ismail
Sabri Yakoob (right) and his wife Muhaini Zainal Abidin
(left) cast their vote at a polling station during the general
election in Bera, Malaysia’s Pahang state, on November 19,

Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike 


