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Environmental activists on Friday
dumped orange paint over an out-
door sculpture by the American

artist Charles Ray in central Paris, the
latest in a string of artwork defacements
aimed at spurring greater government
efforts to fight climate change. The life-
size “Horse and Rider” stands in front of
the Bourse de Commerce contemporary
art museum, which houses part of the
collection of French fashion billionaire
Francois Pinault. The action was
claimed by Derniere Renovation (“Last
Renewal”), which showed two activists

kneeling and holding hands in front of
the doused sculpture on its website.

They had also put a white T-shift over
the rider with the phrase “We have 858
days left”, apparently a reference to
studies that say carbon emissions must
peak by 2025 if the planet is to have a
viable future. “Eco-vandalism is taken up
a notch,” Culture Minister Rima Abdel
Malak, who visited the site as workers
cleaned up the paint, wrote on Twitter.
“Art and ecology are not incompatible.
It’s the opposite, they are common caus-
es,” she said.

The incident came as climate activists
targeted an Andy Warhol work in Milan
on Friday, covering a car repainted by
the American pop artist with flour-two
weeks after the same group threw pea
soup at a Van Gogh painting in Rome.
Vermeer’s “Girl with a Pearl Earring” in
The Hague and Van Gogh’s
“Sunflowers” in London have also been
targeted, drawing widespread condem-
nation from officials.—AFP 

King Charles III
bans foie gras
at palaces
UK animal rights campaign group

PETA said on Friday that King
Charles III has banned foie gras

at all royal residences. There was no
immediate comment from Buckingham
Palace when contacted by AFP, which

has seen a letter to the group from a
royal official. The letter states: “I can
confirm that foie gras is not purchased
by the Royal Household nor served in
Royal Residences, and there are no
plans for this policy to change.” It was
dated November 10 and signed by the
Master of the King’s Household, Tony
Johnstone-Burt.

PETA (People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals) has long cam-
paigned to outlaw foie gras on ethical
grounds due to the force-feeding of
ducks and geese to fatten their livers.
It said Charles had previous removed
the “despicable product” from royal
residences in his previous role as
prince of Wales. “PETA has received
confirmation that His Majesty’s com-
passionate policy extends to
Buckingham Palace and all other royal
residences,” it said.

As a gesture of thanks, the group
said it was sending the monarch a
hamper of imitation “faux gras”, made
by a vegan chef. Foie gras pate, con-
sidered a delicacy and often eaten at
Christmas, can currently be imported
and sold in the UK but not produced in
the country. The government had
planned to introduce an import ban.
PETA is also pushing for the king to
ditch ermine robes made from stoats
for his coronation next year and
instead use fake fur. And it wants imi-
tation fur to replace the distinctive
bearskin hats worn by the king’s
guard. — AFP 

Clothing designers inspired by tradi-
tional Mexican motifs, embroidery
and colors are exhibiting their work

at a fashion fair in Mexico City promoted
by the government to support marginal-
ized Indigenous communities. Traditional
blouses made by the Tzotzil people of
Chiapas, embroidered patterns from
Michoacan and shirts from Oaxaca were
among the garments on show at the first
of seven parades at the “Original” event.

“The creation of each product made in
our community is a legacy of our ances-
tors,” said Carlos Alberto Delgado
Martinez, one of around 500 exhibitors at
the event, which runs until Sunday at the
Los Pinos former presidential residence.
“It’s important that we artisans save our
culture and defend it from plagiarism
because each garment has a meaning.
Each embroidery has an explanation,” he
added.

As with the first edition in 2021,
“Original” aims to fight what Mexico calls
plagiarism of Indigenous textiles by for-
eign clothing brands, and to create a
more equitable fashion industry. “We’re
not opposed to (the big fashion houses)
using motifs of pre-Hispanic origin” as
long as they recognize “the intellectual
work and creativity” of Mexican artisans,
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador
said Friday.

“The government is pursuing a policy

of rehabilitating the dignity of Indigenous
peoples,” Lopez Obrador’s spokesman
Jesus Ramirez Cuevas told AFP. “Mexico
would not be what it is without its
Indigenous peoples,” he said, underlining
the government’s social programs for
impoverished such communities.

“It’s time for them to play a central role
in the construction of the (country’s) iden-
tity. Today, we recognize their art,” he

added. Mexico has lodged several com-
plaints against major clothing brands
including Zara, Mango and SHEIN for
alleged cultural appropriation.

Last month it won an apology from
US fashion house Ralph Lauren after
Lopez Obrador’s wife Beatriz Gutierrez
accused it of plagiarizing Indigenous
designs. French designer Isabel Marant
also apologized in 2020 for the use of

the traditional patterns from an
Indigenous community.

Mexico’s culture ministry has called for
“ethical collaboration” between clothing
brands and artisans. “No to plagiarism.
No to cultural appropriation. Yes to origi-
nal creations and the communities behind
them,” Culture Minister Alejandra Frausto
said.

The government is also trying to

retrieve pre-Hispanic archaeological
pieces from abroad and stop foreign auc-
tions of such items that Lopez Obrador
has branded “immoral.” “You want to buy
Mexican art? Buy this one, which is
alive,” Frausto said, pointing to models
dressed in blouses, shirts and belts made
by Indigenous artisans. — AFP 

Workers clean up the ‘Horse and Rider’ statue by the artist Charles Ray, after activists from the group ‘Derniere Renovation’ threw paint on it in Paris
calling for strong actions from governments in favor of a real ecological, social and climate change. — AFP photos

Models walk  the runway during the Original Fashion Week at
the Complejo Cultural Los Pinos, the former official residence of
the President of Mexico, in Mexico City. — AFP photos


