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From subversive superheroes to
sports documentaries, Hollywood A-
lister Ryan Reynolds said he is

focused on exploring new forms of story-
telling, as he received a prestigious film
industry honor. The star of comic-book
movies such as “Deadpool” and “Green
Lantern” made headlines last year when
he bought lowly Welsh soccer team
Wrexham, along with fellow actor Rob
McElhenney. Their takeover and the fifth-
tier team’s subsequent bid for promotion
was the subject of hit docuseries
“Welcome to Wrexham,” the latest in a
booming trend of behind-the-scenes
sports documentaries.

Sport “is storytelling happening in real
time. So I love applying that to
Wrexham,” said Reynolds at a Beverly
Hills gala Thursday. “I’ve fallen in love
with not just Wrexham but the people of
Wales. I knew I’d be entrenched in the
town, I just didn’t know that it would go
this deep this quickly.

“It’s been amazing. It’s been truly one
of the great privileges of my life.” While
“Welcome to Wrexham” is unusual
because its stars and producers took
ownership of the club-despite admitting
to knowing almost nothing about soccer-
sports documentaries more generally
have soared in popularity in recent times.
Netflix scored hits with basketball series
“The Last Dance” and “Formula 1: Drive
to Survive,” while Amazon Prime’s popu-

lar “All Or Nothing” franchise offers fans
glimpses of what goes on inside elite
teams.

“We live in a world that moves incredi-
bly fast. If you can move at the speed of
what people are talking about, when
they’re talking about it, you can move
mountains-and sports is that,” said
Reynolds. Reynolds last week told late-
night host Jimmy Fallon he is interested
in buying a much larger franchise-the

Ottawa Senators of the National Hockey
League (NHL). Asked about the bid at
Thursday’s gala, Reynolds teased: “We’ll
see.”

‘Superheroes and horror’ 
Reynolds received the American

Cinematheque Award, a “mid-career
achievement” prize given to one star at
the event each year. Previous honorees
have included Al Pacino, Tom Cruise,

and Steven Spielberg. The actor, who
also has extensive business dealings
including stakes in a gin brand and a
cellphone company, is working on
“Deadpool 3,” another installment in his
smash-hit, R-rated movie series about a
potty-mouthed superhero.

“I think what made ‘Deadpool’ special
and the reason I loved it is it subverts the
genre,” he said. “When you can subvert
a genre like that, particularly one that is
as robust as the superhero genre, you
jump at the chance.” Guests at the glitzy
event included Oscar-winning director
Ron Howard (“A Beautiful Mind”) who
said Reynolds is “proving himself to be a
really great all-around storyteller and pro-
ducer as well as movie star.”

Actor and Wrexham co-owner
McElhenney said Reynolds is “incredibly
entrepreneurial” and “just looks at the
world and business, and our particular
business, in a completely different way.”
Jason Blum, the leading horror producer
behind hits such as “Get Out” and
“Paranormal Activity,” was also honored
with a Power of Cinema Award. Like
superhero films, the horror genre has
continued to thrive, drawing huge audi-
ences to movie theaters in the age of
streaming. “Superheroes and horror.
We’ve got theaters covered!” joked Blum
about his fellow honoree. — AFP

Chairwoman of Universal Pictures Donna
Langley (left) and CEO of Blumhouse
Productions Jason Blum pose with Blum’s
2022 Power of Cinema Award.

A file photo shows a Balkan lynx, classi-
fied as critically endangered, in a cage in a
restaurant of the city of Shkodra, north of
Albania. — AFP photos

This handout photograph shows a Balkan
lynx in the Munelle mountains (Mali i
Munelles), northern Albania. 

An aerial view shows experts of the non-governmental organization Protection and
Preservation of Natural Environment in Albania (PPNEA) walking at the Prespa National
Park.

(From left to right) Eric Nebot, Mark Badagliacca, Honoree Jason Blum, Donna Langley, and Rick Nicita attend the 36th Annual American
Cinematheque Awards at The Beverly Hilton.

CEO of Blumhouse Productions Jason Blum (right), with his award for the 2022 Power of
Cinema, poses next to Canadian-US actor Ryan Reynolds holding his Annual American
Cinematheque Award during the 36th Annual American Cinematheque Award Ceremony
at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly Hills, California.—AFP photos

In mountains overlooking an azure lake in
southeast Albania, wildlife experts are
tracking the Balkan lynx as part of last-

gasp efforts to save the species from
extinction. The “forest ghost” which lives in
tree-covered mountains straddling Albania,
Kosovo and North Macedonia, is now
among the world’s most endangered mam-
mals, scientists warn. The victim of defor-
estation and poaching, there are less than
40 of these solitary wild cats in the three
Balkan countries, analysis last year
showed.

Albania is home to fewer than 10, down
sharply from more than 200 in the 1980s.
“We are very much concerned that if we do
not manage to raise its numbers and distri-
bution very soon, we will lose it forever,”
said Manuela von Arx of the Swiss founda-
tion Kora, which is a part of the Balkan lynx
recovery programme. For the past 15
years, the NGO Protection and
Preservation of Natural Environment in
Albania (PPNEA) has been trying to save
the animal also known locally as the
“Balkans tiger”.

Timid and elusive 
On the Mali i Thate mountain overlook-

ing Lake Prespa, two experts taking part in
the Balkan lynx recovery program carefully
install automated cameras at lynx height

on oak trees. They hope to capture the
images of the timid and elusive carnivore
that sleeps during the day and hunts at
night for deer, hare, chamois and rabbit. “It
is difficult to get a good image,” forest engi-
neer Ilir Shyti said as he and colleague
Melitjan Nezaj checked the cameras’ posi-
tions.

The camera must be positioned well to
cover the path used by the lynx. In
November 2021, cameras in the area
caught a lynx arriving from North
Macedonia, which experts hailed as a
good sign for the resilience of the species.
“We are hoping that it will pass through
again this year and, if we are lucky, we will
be able to take a photo of another lynx,”
said Nezaj, a biologist. Subtle differences
on the animal’s spotted coat and tufts of
hair on the tips of its ears enable experts to
identify them individually.

The meticulous tracking of the lynx is a
key part of its protection, said Blendi
Hoxha, a coordinator of the PPNEA lynx
project. “You have to observe it and under-
stand its movements,” he told AFP. “Any
documented evidence of the presence of
the lynx is watched for since it gives hope
for (its) survival.”

The almond-eyed animal is threatened
by the degradation of its habitat and signifi-
cant deforestation, which are depleting the

game they feed on and fragmenting its
population. Although it is strictly protected,
the lynx has been the victim of poaching
despite a hunting ban  in Albania since
2014. At least 14 lynx have been killed in
Albania since 2006, according to the
PPNEA.

Stuffed trophies 
The last one, shot in 2020, was stuffed

and mounted in a bar in Elbasan, south of

the capital Tirana, displayed alongside the
stuffed skins of other wild animals. Trade in
poached animals is punishable by up to
seven years in jail, but the justice system is
completely uninterested in the problem,
said PPNEA lawyer Gentian Rumano. The
NGO filed a complaint against the bar but
the case was dropped due to “lack of evi-
dence” despite what it said was a report
proving that it was the same Balkan lynx
killed in 2020.

But the PPNEA has carried on with the
fight, filing a complaint against the prose-
cutors in a bid to have the investigation
relaunched. Albania, Kosovo and North
Macedonia have joined forces within the
Balkan lynx recovery program, funded by
foreign foundations like Kora, Euronatur
and Mava.

The three countries created “new zones
of protection where the lynx is present and
where it can breed,” PPNEA chief
Aleksander Trajce said. They also try to
educate hunters and the general popula-
tion about the threat of extinction. An infor-
mation centre, which serves as a summer
school for the region, was opened in 2020
in Gorica.

But the battle is far from being won,
especially since the animal’s low popula-
tion has left it with an impoverished genetic
pool. Their shrinking numbers and isolation
undermine genetic diversity which leads to
health and breeding problems, warned
Hoxha from the PPNEA lynx project.
“Small population equals inbreeding,”
echoed Dime Melovski, of the Macedonian
Ecological Society. One way to ease the
problem, he said, could be to bring males
from other lynx populations to breed in the
Balkans. — AFP

Doggone: Wet pet
food ‘seven 
times worse’ for 
climate than dry

Feeding cats and dogs wet food
has a much larger climate
impact than dry food, a new

study found, suggesting small
changes by pet owners can mas-
sively reduce their carbon footprint.
The Brazilian study looked at the
environmental impact-including
greenhouse gas emissions, land
use and water usage-of pet food,
finding that there was more than a
seven-fold increase in CO2 pro-
duction for a wet diet compared to
dry. “Wet diets for cats and dogs
had the greatest environmental
impact, particularly compared to
dry diets,” said the study from the
University of Sao Paulo published
in Scientific Reports.

The study’s authors examined
the environmental impacts of the
diets of 618 dogs and 320 cats in
Brazil. They looked into commer-
cial as well as homemade pet food,
both wet and dry, and assessed
the nutritional and calorific make-
up of the different diets. They esti-
mated that a 10-kilo dog (22
pounds) consuming an average of
534 calories per day “would be
responsible for 828.37 kilograms of
CO2 per year when fed a dry diet,
compared to 6,541 kilograms of
CO2 per year for a wet diet.”

That was 689 percent more for
the wet diet. “Cat and dog owners
could significantly reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of their pets’
diets by feeding them dry food
(consisting of kibble or biscuits)
rather than wet food with higher
water content,” it said. “These
results highlight the extensive envi-
ronmental impacts of pet foods, the
need to make them more sustain-
able and an indication of how this
may be achieved.” According to the
PetSecure website, cited by the
study, the United States has the
world’s biggest dog population with
over 69 million and the most cats
with more than 74 million. China
holds the number two spot for both,
followed by Russia. — AFP 

Battle to save ghostly Balkan lynx from extinction

This handout photograph from a wildlife trail camera shows a Balkan lynx at the Prespa
National Park, southeastern Albania.

In this photograph experts from the non-
governmental organization of Protection
and Preservation of Natural Environment in
Albania (PPNEA) look for a good spot to
install wildlife trail cameras to capture
images of Balkan lynx.


