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LOS ANGELES, United States: The Boston Celtics
rolled to a ninth straight NBA victory on Friday while
Dallas Mavericks star Luka Doncic notched another
milestone with his 50th career triple-double. Doncic
scored 33 points with 12 rebounds and 11 assists in
the Mavericks’ 127-99 victory over the Denver
Nuggets.

At 23 years and 263 days old in his 279th game
became the second-youngest and second-fastest
NBA player to 50 triple-doubles. Oscar Robertson
was 23 years and 32 days old when he achieved the
feat in his 111th career game.

It marked the 25th time that Doncic has scored
at least 30 points in a triple-double. He’s got four
30-point triple-doubles in 14 games this season. His
Friday exploit came as the Nuggets are without
two-time Most Valuable Player Nikola Jokic, who
missed a second straight game due to COVID-19
protocols.

“It’s great,” Doncic said of the achievement, albeit
without much enthusiasm, adding: “A win is a win.”
Mavericks coach Jason Kidd was a big more effusive
in discussing his young star. “He’s already rewriting
the record books,” Kidd said. “Oscar is pretty spe-
cial, so to be in there behind Oscar-it just shows you
how good he is.”

In New Orleans, the Celtics improved their
league-leading record to 13-3, their latest long-range
barrage burying the Pelicans 117-109. Each of
Boston’s five starters scored in double figures and
each drained at least two of the Celtics’ 20 three-
pointers-Derrick White connecting on six.

Jaylen Brown paced the Celtics with 27 points, 10
rebounds and seven assists and White added 26. New
Orleans cut a 13-point deficit to six midway through
the fourth quarter before the Celtics pulled away
again, and Brown said that despite their recent domi-
nance the Celtics can improve their focus.

“Sometimes we get a lead and we let the game get
away from us,” he said. “That’s the challenge, to be
mature, to be locked in and be focused. “Other teams
are not going to lay down. They know we got to the
Finals last year so they’re going to come with their ‘A’
game.”

The Golden State Warriors, who beat the Celtics

in last season’s championship series but have strug-
gled in the early stages of their t it le defense,
rebounded from an ugly loss to Phoenix with a 111-
101 victory over the New York Knicks.

“Our defensive effort tonight was finally a little bit
better,” said Stephen Curry, who led the Warriors
with 24 points and 10 rebounds. “We still believe
that’s how we win. We’ve just got to put it together
game after game after game.”

In Philadelphia, 76ers center Joel Embiid scored
32 points and out-dueled Milwaukee big man Giannis

Antetokounmpo to lead the injury-depleted hosts to
a 110-102 victory over the Bucks.

The Sixers, missing James Harden, Tobias Harris
and Furkan Korkmaz going into the contest, lost
Tyrese Maxey to a foot injury at halftime. Maxey had
scored 24 points before he limped out late in the sec-
ond quarter. Embiid’s 19 second-half points propelled
the 76ers past the Bucks, who led 62-55 at halftime.

Embiid-coming off 42-point and 59-point per-
formances on Saturday and Sunday-added 11
rebounds and eight assists. — AFP

Celtics roll to ninth straight NBA 
win, Mavs’ Doncic dazzles again

NEW ORLEANS: Jaylen Brown #7 of the Boston Celtics handles the ball during the game against the New Orleans
Pelicans on November 18, 2022 at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. — AFP
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England implode to 
hand second ODI, 
series to Australia
SYDNEY: Australia wrapped up the three-match
one-day international series with a comprehensive 72-
run win over England at the Sydney Cricket Ground on
Saturday. Chasing 281 to level the series after Australia
won the first match in Adelaide on Thursday, England
appeared well on track as Sam Billings and James
Vince shared a 122-run partnership for the fourth
wicket.

But once Vince was trapped lbw by stand-in
Australian captain Josh Hazlewood for 60, the English
imploded, losing 4-13 to virtually hand the Australians
the match. On a tricky wicket at the SCG, Steve Smith
continued the form he showed in Australia’s six-wicket
win in Adelaide with a hard-fought 94 to help Australia
to 280-8.

The target always looked difficult on a surface that
was playing slow with the occasional bad bounce. “It
looks easy to bat on when a partnership is going,”
Hazlewood said of the surface. “But you’re only a
wicket away from causing a collapse on such a pitch. I
was very happy with 280.”

England got the worst possible start to the run
chase when Jason Roy tickled Mitchell Starc’s second
delivery down the leg side to keeper Alex Carey. Three
balls later Starc got the key wicket of Dawid Malan
with an almost unplayable ball that pitched on leg
stump then swung back to take the top of off, leaving
England staggering at two wickets for no runs.

Phil Salt and Vince kept playing with the aggression
that the England white-ball teams are renowned for,
and took the score to 34 after five overs. But Salt tried
one big shot too many, stepping away to try and smash
Hazlewood over cover only to miss the ball and see it
cannon into his stumps.

Any hopes Australia may have had of crashing
through the England batting lineup were dashed by
Vince and Billings. The two mixed caution with
aggression as they took the score to 156 before Vince
was trapped by Hazlewood as he tried to hoist the
Australian skipper over the square leg boundary.

England captain Moeen Ali came in and smashed
leg spinner Adam Zampa for a four and a six, then
missed a top spinner and was bowled. At 168-5 after
28.3 overs, Australia were back in control and they
tightened their grip one run later when Zampa bowled
Billings for 71.

England wickets kept tumbling as Starc (4-47),
Hazlewood (2-33) and Zampa (4-45) wrapped up the
English tail. “We were in a good position with the bat
but we lost wickets,” Ali said.—AFP

Indian cricket board 
sacks selectors 
after WCup exit
NEW DELHI: India’s cricket board has sacked
its entire selection committee, led by former fast
bowler Chetan Sharma, and put out the call for
replacements after the team’s humiliating T20
World Cup exit.

Rohit Sharma’s men suffered a 10-wicket
thrashing by England during the semi-final at
Adelaide Oval last week, prompting fresh soul-
searching by a team that last won a global title
at the 2013 Champions Trophy. Their exit dis-
mayed India’s legion of diehard fans and
prompted calls from commentators and the
public for heads to roll.

A major shake-up had been mooted since the
day after the loss, but the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) took a big step Friday
evening when it issued a statement inviting fresh
applications to fill all five positions on its selec-
tion panel.

It comes a month after World Cup winner
Roger Binny was appointed head of the cash-rich
board to replace Sourav Ganguly, who was
reportedly forced out in a political tussle. Reports
after the England defeat also said the T20 squad
will undergo a major transition, with prominent
senior players including Rohit, Virat Kohli and
Ravichandran Ashwin being gradually eased out.

Rohit, 35, currently leads India in all three for-
mats of the game. The Indian Express newspaper
said the new selection panel would be entrusted
with the responsibility of appointing separate
captains for various formats.

“Split captaincy was the likely direction in
which Indian cricket will go after its major ICC
trophy drought continued,” it said in a Saturday
report. Hardik Pandya, who is currently leading
the Indian T20 squad for a short three-match
series against New Zealand, is the favourite to
take over the reins in the shortest format.

The all-rounder this year led Gujarat Titans to
their Indian Premier League title in their inaugural
season. India’s first match against the Black Caps
was washed out on Friday without a single ball
bowled and the teams next meet Sunday at Mount
Maunganui. — AFP

Bandar Jumaa 
wins horse
jumping champion
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Hunting and Equestrian Club rider Bandar
Jumaa won the Kuwait Equestrian Center Horse
Jumping Championship, which is the fifth local tourna-
ment for the current season 2022-2023, as he compet-
ed with other riders in the main run for the 130 cm
height in 37.39 second without faults.

Bandar Jumaa was happy for winning first place in
the main run-off following a tough competition from
other riders who were ready following training camps
in Europe during summer.

Masayel club rider Abdallah Al-Awadhi won second
place followed by Italian Antonio, Fawaz Al-Subaie and
Mohammad Al-Mousa.

As for the 120cm rider Abdelaziz Al-Ajeel was first,
Abdallah Al-Awadhi second followed by Fatima Al-
Khunaini, Fawaz Al-Rashid, Musaed Al-Shuaibi, Liyan
Al-Rakhis, Enaz Al-Enaz and Ali Al-Rifae.

Rider Saad Al-Sulaiman won the 110 cm first
place, Tala Barakat second followed by Yousuf
Al-Haifi , Mohammad Al-Mulaifi , Abdelaziz Al-
Ajeel, Abdallah Al-Hamad, Leyan Al-Rakhis and
Aous Al-Tannak.

SYDNEY: England’s Sam Billings (L) dives to gain his ground against an run-out attempt by Australia’s wicketkeeper Alex
Carey during the second one-day international (ODI) cricket match between Australia and England at the Sydney Cricket
Ground. - AFP Bowling Club Open 

Tournament 2022 
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: As part of the bowling club administra-
tion’s efforts to improve the game and enhance the
technical and physical level of male and female players
and expand participation base, the club organized the
Bowling Club Open Tournament 2022 with the knock
out system. 

The tournament was under the patronage of
club Chairman Sheikh Talal Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, with 110 players participating from Kuwait,
GCC, Arab and Asian countries with a total prize
money of $60 thousand. Mohammad Khalid Habib
from Kuwait won first place in Class (A), Aseel Al-
Roumi took second and Saleh Khalid Habib took
third place.

In  C lass  (B )  Omar  A l-Saqran  was  f i r s t ,
Abda l l ah  Abde l sa lam (Egypt )  second  and
Mohammad Abul third.

In the women category Gena from Philippines
won first place, Nevin Ahmad from Egypt won
second and Joan Jack from South Korea won
third place. Chairman of the Bowling Club Sheikh
Talal Al-Mohammad and secretary Mohammad
Al-Farsi attended the closing ceremony of the
championship.

Faultless Ko takes 
five-shot lead at 
LPGA Championship
MIAMI: Lydia Ko produced a near immaculate
round of golf to take a commanding five-stroke lead
at the LPGA’s season-ending Tour Championship on
Friday. Looking confident and comfortable with both
her long and short game despite windy conditions,
the New Zealander shot a bogey-free six-under par
66 to reach 13-under for the tournament and lead
South Korea’s Kim Hyo-joo, who shot a 69.

Victory would secure Ko the LPGA’s Player of the
Year award as well as the $2 million top prize, the
biggest in the history of women’s golf. The 60-player
field at Tiburon Golf Club, with no-cut, is competing
for a total purse of $7 million.

That’s the kind of money that will help protect the
LPGA from possible advances by the Saudi-backed
LIV Golf Series should it consider venturing into
women’s golf. On Friday, the LPGA announced a 33-
event schedule for 2023 with a highest-ever $101.4
million in total season prize money and it is star quali-
ty, such as the South Korean-born Ko, which will be
vital to hopes of further boosting the tour’s profile.

Ko gained her fame in her years as a teen sensa-
tion but lost her form from 2018, failing to win a tour-
nament for three years, but she looks back to her best
this season, having won twice already.

Even if her mother sometimes jokingly question
her progress, she feels she is back to her best, if not
better. “My mom does joke to me at times,” Ko said.
“She’s like, ‘You played so much better when you
were, like, 15.’—AFP


