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‘Escaping to vast desertscapes’: 
Kuwait camping season begins

VP Harris vows ‘unwavering’ 
commitment to Philippines3 Japan taps toilet paper 

to help suicidal youth12 England thrash Iran whose 
players did not sing anthem165

Amir grants amnesty 
to political prisoners

Scholarship allowances increased by 50% • Grilling filed against public works minister
By B Izzak  
 
KUWAIT: An Amiri decree was issued 
on Monday granting a special amnesty 
to an unspecified number of mainly 
Kuwaiti political prisoners who had been 
convicted to years of jail terms for vio-
lating freedom of speech laws. Deputy 
Premier and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Barrak Al-Sheetan said 
the decree was issued immediately after 
it was approved by the Cabinet during 
its weekly meeting on Monday. 

He said the decree stipulates to grant 
an amnesty to a number of Kuwaiti citi-
zens jailed for committing crimes from 

Nov 16, 2011 until the end of 2021. The 
minister said a special committee headed 
by him and including the attorney gener-
al and interior ministry undersecretary 
will start meetings on Thursday to pre-
pare the lists of names of the prisoners to 
be pardoned under the decree. 

The minister did not provide details 
on how many prisoners will be pardoned 
and the timeframe for the work of the 
special committee. Based on the decree, 
the amnesty will cover prisoners who 
were convicted for carrying out acts of 
aggression against a foreign country 
that could threaten Kuwait’s security. It 
also includes those jailed for spreading 

false news about the internal situation of 
Kuwait that could undermine the posi-
tion of the country. 

The amnesty will also include pris-
oners jailed for publicly insulting the 
authority of HH the Amir by any means, 
whether in writing or in speech. It will 
also include those convicted for misus-
ing their phones to threaten others or 
the security of  the state. Several 
months ago, HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah issued a 
decree pardoning a number of opposi-
tion political leaders, many of whom 
had been living in exile in Turkey, and a 
number of other prisoners in the coun-

try. The government also promised to 
pardon more political prisoners, which 
has been the main demand of a majori-
ty of MPs. 

The Cabinet also agreed during its 
meeting to increase allowances of stu-
dents on scholarships by 50 percent 
from April 2023. The decision was made 
on the directives of HH the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah on the importance of 
providing all kinds of  support to stu-
dents on scholarships and creating an 
appropriate living environment for them, 
the Cabinet said on Twitter. 
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CIANJUR, Indonesia: Wounded survivors of an earthquake are treated in the yard 
of a hospital on Nov 21, 2022. — AFP 

DOHA: Iran supporters wave their national flag bearing the word “woman” as they 
cheer during the Qatar 2022 World Cup match between England and Iran at 
Khalifa International Stadium on Nov 21, 2022. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Joe Biden pardons Chocolate, the national 
Thanksgiving turkey, as he is joined by National Turkey Federation Chairman 
Ronnie Parker on the South Lawn of the White House on Nov 21, 2022. —AFP 

CIANJUR, Indonesia: A shallow 5.6-
magnitude earthquake killed at least 
162 people, with hundreds injured and 
others missing, when it toppled build-
ings and triggered landslides on 
Indonesia’s main island of Java on 
Monday, officials said. Doctors treated 
patients outdoors after the quake, 
which was felt as far away as the capi-

tal Jakarta, left hospitals in the West 
Java town of Cianjur without power for 
several hours. 

“I regret to inform that 162 are 
dead. 326 are injured with most of 
them sustained fractures from being 
crushed in ruins,” Ridwan Kamil, gov-
ernor of worst-hit province West Java, 
told a press conference in a video seen 
by AFP. He said most of the victims 
were children. Adam, spokesman for 
the local administration in Cianjur 
town, who like many Indonesians goes 
by one name, confirmed the toll to AFP. 

Indonesia’s national disaster mitiga-
tion agency, BNPB, still lists the toll at  
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DOHA: Nearly three million World Cup 
tickets have been sold, FIFA said Sunday, 
as the governing body’s president 
revealed the tournament had helped 
push revenues over the past four years 
to a record $7.5 billion. A FIFA 
spokesman told AFP that 2.95 million 
tickets had been sold up to Sunday’s 
opening day. The start of the World Cup 
has led to a surge of interest in the 64 
matches over 29 days despite negative 
publicity over Qatar’s hosting. Queues 

have built up outside the FIFA ticket 
center in Doha and fans report long 
waits to get onto the official online ticket 
platform. Qatar has already overtaken 
Russia 2018, when just over 2.4 million 
tickets were sold. The spokesman said 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United States, 
Mexico, Britain, United Arab Emirates, 
Argentina, France, India and Brazil were 
the top markets. 

FIFA president Gianni Infantino told a 
conference earlier that the world body’s 
four-year revenues were estimated to hit 
$7.5 billion by the end of the year. 
Revenues are more than $1 billion higher 
than predicted four years ago.  

Infantino told the 211 member associ-
ations that the “amazing figures” came 
“in spite of Covid, in spite of different 
crises around the world”. — AFP 
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News in brief
Qatar-China ink ‘longest’ gas deal 
 
DOHA: QatarEnergy announced a 27-year 
natural gas supply deal with China Monday, 
calling it the “longest” ever seen as it strength-
ened ties with Asia at a time when Europe is 
scrambling for alternative sources. The state 
energy company will send four million tons of 
liquefied natural gas annually from its new 
North Field East project to China Petroleum 
and Chemical Corporation (Sinopec), it said. 
The deal “marks the longest gas supply agree-
ment in the history of the LNG industry”, said 
Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi, Qatar’s energy minis-
ter and QatarEnergy’s chief executive. — AFP 

Egypt lauds ties with Turkey 
 
CAIRO: A day after the Egyptian president 
shook hands with his Turkish counterpart for the 
first time in Qatar, the presidency in Cairo on 
Monday heralded a new “beginning” in ties with 
Ankara. Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi and Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan “confirmed the depth of historical ties 
between the two countries” during their brief 
encounter in Doha, spokesman Bassam Radi 
said in a statement, signaling Egypt is finally 
ready to bridge their nine-year rift. — AFP

WHO identifying pathogens 
 
GENEVA: The World Health Organization 
said on Monday it was thrashing out a new list 
of priority pathogens that risk sparking pan-
demics or outbreaks and need to be kept 
under close observation. The WHO said the 
aim was to update a list used to guide global 
research and development (R&D) and invest-
ment, especially in vaccines, tests and treat-
ments. As part of that process, the UN health 
agency is convening over 300 scientists to 
consider evidence on more than 25 virus fami-
lies and bacteria. They will also consider the 
so-called “Disease X” - an unknown pathogen 
that could cause a serious international epi-
demic. — AFP (See Page 6) 

WASHINGTON: For the first time in 
history, a sitting president turned 80 
years old in the White House on 
Sunday but did not celebrate in any 
public way. It wasn’t until mid-after-
noon that First Lady Jill Biden posted 
an affectionate message, with two 
photos of the couple dancing in tuxe-
dos and gala attire. “There’s no one 
else I’d rather dance with than you. 
Happy Birthday Joe! I love you,” Jill 
Biden tweeted. 

It was the sole mention from the 
White House of the birthday, and with 
no public event scheduled no indica-
tion emerged of how, or even if, the 
president would celebrate his birthday. 
Just a day earlier, the Biden family 
hosted a large-scale fete at the White 
House - the wedding of Biden’s grand-
daughter Naomi, which was closed to 
the press. Biden does have an impor-
tant matter to discuss with his family 
in the coming days - whether he will 
seek re-election in 2024. 

He said at a press conference Nov 
9 that he “intends” to run, and said he 
and his wife will “sneak away” for a 
week at some point between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas to decide 
with his family.  
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