
By Faten Omar 
 
KUWAIT: The camping season has begun, and 
many people took the opportunity to escape to vast 
desertscapes and open-air spaces away from the 
bustle of the city and closed commercial complexes. 
Kuwait Municipality had announced that the camp-
ing season began on Nov 15 and will continue until 
March 15. Speaking to Kuwait Times, Haya Adnan, a 
Kuwaiti, said the camping season is considered the 
best period in Kuwait. Haya and her family believe it 
is a great opportunity to enjoy the country, espe-
cially after Kuwait’s hot and dry summer.  

She added camping is an ideal opportunity to 
escape on the weekends from crowded places, not-
ing the camps allow visitors to get away from 
annoying work pressures and engage in several 
activities, including barbecuing, team sports, horse 
riding and others. 

On the other hand, Abdullah Nourani, a Kuwaiti, 
said prices have gone up this season, alleging busi-
ness owners are taking advantage of people who 
need to enjoy this time of the year. “Some commer-
cial businesses raised prices of camping equipment 
and tents. Also, this season there are fewer offers on 
camping supplies than the years before,” he said. 

Mishaal Ali, a commercial camp owner, said price 
hikes are due to inflation and increases in produc-
tion costs. “The effect of the pandemic is still affect-
ing some stores. The closure of the tent market had 
caused great financial hardship for hundreds of 
families who live on income from this sector,” he 
pointed out. He said rentals of small camps that 
include tents and facilities such as bathrooms, cook-
ing and barbecue equipment, electricity, and other 

amenities range between KD 30-50 per day, adding 
prices of large camps may reach KD 120 depending 
on the level of service and facilities. 

Kuwaiti Talal Al-Fadhli said one-day rentals are 
not reasonable, noting that these prices do not 
include most facilities and bouncy castles for chil-
dren. “Prices are expensive. Traveling is cheaper 
than renting a one-day tent. The camp may cost 
more than KD 50 per day, while others may reach 
KD 400, depending on the equipment and services 
they provide,” he said. 

Fadhli affirmed that renting a camp in Kuwait 
comes with a lot of issues, such as a lack of cleanli-
ness or uneven ground under the tent. “Most of the 
camps are subject to removal at any time because 
most of them are unlicensed. They are licensed as a 
camp, but not commercially licensed and are not 
allowed to rent out. There is always a fear that the 
municipality will arrive and remove everything that 
has been equipped and built,” he said. 

Fadhli indicated that the camp business is very 
profitable. “Let’s do the math: Large camps usually 
have 80 tents and are set up for 12 weeks. Income 
without any services may reach at least KD 38,000, 
apart from renting buggies and entry tickets for 
children’s areas. Also, prices are doubled during 
holidays and New Year’s Eve, where one night costs 
KD 150,” he calculated. 

Hamedan, a salesman at the tent market, said 
prices of camping supplies vary between KD 50 and 
KD 300, depending on the quantity and the quality 
of chairs, tents, barbeque grills, charcoal and others.  

The Municipality announced the opening of 
camp reservations in 34 locations identified for set-
ting up spring camps for this season in the gover-
norates of Jahra and Ahmadi. The cost of securing a 
campsite is KD 100 refundable by the Municipality, 
and KD 50 in non-refundable charges, provided the 
site is used by the same person to whom it is 
licensed to.
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KUWAIT: Camping tents are pitched in deserts away from the bustle of the city. Camping is an ideal opportunity to escape on the weekends from crowded places.

In the last week, there has been a lot of dis-
cussion about capital punishment in Kuwait 
and whether capital punishment is inhumane 

or not. Also, there has been what seems to be 
some international pressure that some may per-
ceive as interference, from the EU. Regardless of 
what my or your opinion is and how you see 
capital punishment, I just wanted to take the time 
to explain its legalities. 

 
What is the process of capital punishment? 

1. The process of capital punishment is 
lengthy. It has to go through three trials, and all 
judges in each trial have to agree on capital pun-
ishment. A higher authority must then sign on it. 

2. If the accused person has no money for a 
lawyer or does not appeal, a lawyer is assigned 
to them. The appeal must be made in the first tri-
al, so that the accused person gets three fair tri-
als. 

Who can get capital punishment? What are 
the crimes punishable by capital punishment in 
Kuwait? 

l Murder, which is deliberate, premeditated 
by ill will (article 150 + article 151). 

l Any person that kidnaps another person 
using force or threat or with the intent to kill, 
hurt or rape (article 180). 

l Sexual intercourse with a female without 
her consent and the accused was related to the 
girl, or was her teacher, caretaker or servant 
(article 186). 

l Sexual intercourse with a female with her 
consent but the female is not mentally stable and 
the accused knew this or if the girl was under 15 
years of age, and in both cases the accused was 
related to the girl, or was her teacher, caretaker 
or servant (article 187). 

l Capital punishment found in other Kuwaiti 
laws, like national security crimes (treason, for 
example). 

l For growing, selling, buying or importing or 
exporting drugs, the accused might get capital 
punishment. The following usually has to be 
present to get capital punishment:  

1) The drug is cocaine, heroin, acetyl dihy-
drocodeine or codeine. 

2) The accused is a public employee. 
3) A minor was used to help with the drugs 

crime. 
4) It’s the accused second time convicted of 

either growing, selling, buying or importing or 
exporting drugs. 

 
Who is exempt from capital punishment? 
1. Anyone that has mental issues or is not 

mentally fit.  
2. Anyone under the age of 18 at time of the 

crime. 
3. Any woman with young children.
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‘Escaping to vast desertscapes’: 
Kuwait camping season begins

Business owners raise prices of camping equipment and tents 

Italian Embassy 
hosts evening of  
opera in Kuwait 

 
KUWAIT: With a highly acclaimed recital of opera 
arias performed by “Bel Canto d’Italia”, the Italian 
Embassy in Kuwait celebrated the opening of the 
45th edition of the Kuwait International Book Fair at 
Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theatre in Salmiya. 

Arias by the main Italian composers (including 
Giuseppe Verdi, Giacomo Puccini, Gioachino Rossini 
and Vincenzo Bellini) as well as those by Mozart on 
texts (libretti) written by the Italian Lorenzo da 
Ponte, to confirm once again how the Italian has 
been over the centuries the language of music by 
excellence. 

The Ambassador of Italy, Carlo Baldocci, said he 
was particularly pleased with the evening and 
emphasized the value of the group of artists present, 
highlighting how it also represents the opening of 
the new 2022-23 musical season of the Italian 
Embassy in Kuwait.

GCC conference  
on cancer  
opens in Sharjah 

 
KUWAIT: The events of the fifth GCC conference 
for cancer began in Sharjah on Nov 21 under the 
sponsorship of Sheikh Dr Sultan Al-Qasimi, member 
of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah.  

The conference was attended by health min-
istries in the GCC as well as the Gulf Union for 
Fighting Cancer, represented by Secretary General 
Dr Khaled Al-Saleh. 

Dr Saleh hailed the GCC scientific collective, 
which is evident in the GUFC’s aim to strengthen and 
encourage scientific efforts, especially in the field of 
cancer. “The association hopes to continue its suc-
cessful cooperation with the private sector for its 
achievements that positively reflect on societies and 
Gulf people, who have proved they are advanced 

societies and the human is at their core,” Saleh said. 
A private meeting was held after the opening to 

discuss the need for the region to have a centralized 
cancer research resource, attended by the ruler of 
Sharjah and GCC health ministers. Dr Saleh hosted 
the special meeting, which involved discussion 

about the weakness of research budgets in the 
GCC, especially in the field of cancer. They stressed 
on the importance to build such a center to 
decrease migrators, adding it is necessary to boost 
the budget for scientific research and increase Arab 
and GCC research staff.

SHARJAH: Dr Khaled Al-Saleh and Minister of Health Ahmad Al-Awadhi 

Obesity-related 
surgeries in 
Kuwait on rise 

 
By Abdellatif Sharaa 
 
KUWAIT: Consultant internist, gastroenterologist and 
hepatologist Dr Wafaa Al-Hashash said there is a close link 
between sleeve gastrectomy and an increase in gastroe-
sophageal reflux, adding that 40 percent of those who 
undergo the procedure had reflux within six months, ie 
around 2,000 people. She said the number of surgeries 
related to obesity conducted in Kuwait reached around 
5,000 per year, and this places Kuwait in second place after 
Chile. She said 25 percent of patients who underwent gas-
trectomy had the stretta technique to treat gastroenterolog-
ical reflux, ie around 1,250 persons had the stretta technique 
and the recovery rate is over 90 percent. 

Dr Hashash said the stretta technique provides a safe 
non-surgical option to treat reflux. It is also suitable for 
patients who do not wish to change gastrectomy to bypass, 
adding that it is conducted using frequency waves and 
endoscopy of the lower esophageal valve, and there is no 
need to stay in hospital afterwards. Dr Hashash said there are 
different means by which reflux can be treated after gastrec-
tomy, including using proton inhibitor drugs, which are medi-
cines that help strengthen the lower esophageal valve and 
regulate the digestive system, in addition to following a nutri-
tion system through which the person can get the required 
nutritious elements while avoiding foods that cause reflux. 
Hashash warned against ignoring reflux, because it can lead 
to esophagus infection, which can lead to cancer.


