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MANILA: The United States has an “unwavering” 
commitment to the Philippines, US Vice President 
Kamala Harris told the country’s president Monday 
during a visit aimed at countering China and 
rebuilding ties that were fractured over human 
rights abuses in the Southeast Asian nation. 

Harris is the highest-ranking US official to visit 
Manila since President Ferdinand Marcos took 
power in June, signalling a growing rapport 
between the longtime allies after years of frosty 
relations under his Beijing-friendly predecessor 
Rodrigo Duterte. 

She also met with her Philippine counterpart 
Sara Duterte, the daughter of the former leader 
whose deadly drug war sparked an international 
investigation into alleged human rights abuses. “We 
stand with you in defence of international rules and 
norms as it relates to the South China Sea,” Harris 
told Marcos at the start of talks in the presidential 
palace in Manila. 

“An attack on the Philippine armed forces, public 
vessels or aircraft in the South China Sea would 
invoke the US mutual defence commitment... that is 
our unwavering commitment to the Philippines.” 

Marcos said he did not “see a future for the 
Philippines that does not include the United States.” 
The United States has a long and complex relation-
ship with the Philippines-and the Marcos family. 
Marcos’s dictator father ruled the former US colony 
for two decades with the support of Washington, 
which saw him as a Cold War ally. 

Relations between the two countries soured 
under the foul-mouthed Duterte. In 2016, Duterte 

called Barack Obama a “son of a whore” over warn-
ings he would be questioned by the then US presi-
dent over his controversial drug war. 

Washington is now seeking to bolster its security 
alliance with Manila under the new president. That 
includes a mutual defence treaty and a 2014 pact, 
known by the acronym EDCA, which allows for the 
US military to store defence equipment and sup-
plies on five Philippine bases. 

It also allows US troops to rotate through those 
military bases. EDCA stalled under Duterte but the 
United States and the Philippines have expressed 
support for accelerating its implementation as China 
becomes increasingly assertive. 

“We have identified new locations and have 
begun a process with the Philippines to finalise 
those,” a US official told reporters on condition of 
anonymity ahead of Harris’s meeting with Marcos. 

On Tuesday, Harris will visit the Philippine island 
province of Palawan, which lies along hotly contest-
ed waters in the South China Sea. China claims sov-
ereignty over almost the entire sea, while the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei have 
overlapping claims to parts of it. Beijing has ignored 
a 2016 international tribunal ruling that its claims 
have no legal basis. Harris will meet members of the 
Philippine Coast Guard on board one of its two 
biggest vessels and deliver a speech. 

 
US commitment  

Harris’s trip to the Philippines is part of US 
efforts to remove any doubt about its commitment 
to the Asia-Pacific as China aggressively expands 

its regional influence. It comes after Harris and US 
President Joe Biden met separately with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping last week. 

Harris reinforced Biden’s message that “we must 
maintain open lines of communication to responsi-
bly manage the competition between our countries” 
while speaking to Xi on the sidelines of the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in Bangkok, a 

White House official said. 
While her trip to Palawan would likely annoy 

China, the United States had more to gain from 
sending a message of reassurance to the 
Philippines, said Greg Poling, director of the US-
based Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative. “The 
Philippines will be much more reassured than China 
will be irritated,” Poling said.  — AFP

US vows firm commitment to Philippines

MANILA: US Vice President Kamala Harris meets Philippines President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr at 
Malacanang Palace on Nov 21, 2022. — AFP 

ARBIL, Iraq: Iran again launched deadly missile and 
drone strikes overnight to Monday against Iranian 
Kurdish opposition groups based in Iraq whom it accuses 
of stoking unrest inside the Islamic republic. 

One Kurdish peshmerga fighter was reported killed in 
mountainous northern Iraq, where two of the groups said 
their bases had been targeted in the latest such barrage 

of aerial attacks in recent months. Iran has been shaken 
by over two months of protests sparked by the death of 
Kurdish-Iranian woman Mahsa Amini, 22, after her arrest 
for allegedly breaching the strict dress code for women. 
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has 
repeatedly struck Kurdish dissident groups based in Iraq, 
whom it labels “separatist anti-Iranian terrorist groups”. 
One of the groups, the Democratic Party of Iranian 
Kurdistan (PDKI), said it was hit with missiles and suicide 
drones in Koya and Jejnikan, near Arbil, the capital of 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“A member of the peshmerga was killed in an Iranian 
strike” in the Koya area, said party official Ali Boudaghi. 
“These indiscriminate attacks are occurring at a time 
when the terrorist regime of Iran is unable to stop the 

ongoing demonstrations in (Iranian) Kurdistan,” said the 
PDKI, the oldest Kurdish party in Iran. 

The Iranian Kurdish nationalist group Komala said it 
was also targeted. “Our HQ was once again attacked by 
the Islamic regime tonight,” it said on Twitter. “We’ve been 
carefully prepared for these types of attacks & have no 
losses for the moment.” The autonomous Kurdistan 
region’s government condemned the strikes in a statement, 
saying: “The repeated violations that undermine the sover-
eignty of Iraq and the Kurdistan region are unjustifiable.” 

The Guards charged that the Kurdish groups are 
backed by “the global arrogance”, code for archfoe the 
United States. It said it had targeted their “headquarters 
and conspiracy centres” in Iraq and that “the terrorists 
were struck and suffered heavy casualties”. 

The US Central Command, which oversees US military 
operations in the Middle East, condemned the “illegal” 
Iranian strikes near Arbil. “Such indiscriminate and illegal 
attacks place civilians at risk, violate Iraqi sovereignty, 
and jeopardise the hard-fought security and stability of 
Iraq and the Middle East,” said CENTCOM chief General 
Michael Kurilla.  

In Tehran, Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Nasser 
Kanani stressed that the Islamic republic “desires that 
there be no threat to Iran’s security from Iraqi territory”. 
He said that during two meetings last month, “we insisted 
with the Iraqi authorities and the Kurdistan region on the 
fact that this region should not be a place of transit of 
material and weapons to be used in the unrest. “So far, 
those expectations have not been met.”  — AFP 

Tehran again  
strikes Kurdish  
groups in Iraq


