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Turkish president Erdogan says  
mulling ground operation in Syria

ISTANBUL, Turkey: Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said Monday he was mulling going beyond air 
strikes and launching a ground operation in Syria fol-
lowing a deadly rocket strike on a Turkish border town. 

Erdogan also renewed warnings that those attacking 
Turkey will pay dearly, a day after Ankara’s forces 
launched air raids on bases of outlawed Kurdish groups 
in northern Syria and Iraq. “There is no question that 
this operation be limited to only an aerial operation,” 
Erdogan told reporters on returning to Turkey from 
Qatar where he attended the FIFA World Cup opening. 

“Competent authorities, our defence ministry and 
chief of staff will together decide the level of force that 
should be used by our ground forces,” Erdogan said. 
“We have already warned that we will make those who 
violate our territory pay,” he added. 

Erdogan spoke after a rocket strike from Syrian ter-
ritory killed at least three people, including a child, in a 
border Turkish town. That strike came a day after 
Turkey carried out air raids against the bases of 
Kurdish militant groups in northern Syria and Iraq 
which it said were being used to launch “terrorist” 
attacks on Turkish soil. 

The overnight raids mainly targeting positions held 
by Syrian Kurdish forces in northern and northeastern 
Syria killed at least 31 people, according to the British-
based monitoring group the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights (SOHR). 

The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), 
among those attacked, said Turkey launched new air 
strikes on Monday. The Turkish raids, codenamed 
Operation Claw-Sword, came a week after a blast in 
central Istanbul killed six people and wounded 81. 

‘70 planes and drones’  
Turkey has blamed that attack on the Kurdistan 

Workers’ Party (PKK). The blast, the deadliest in five 
years, revived bitter memories of a wave of nationwide 
attacks between 2015 and 2017. The PKK has waged a 
bloody insurgency there for decades and is designated 
a terror group by Ankara and its Western allies. 

But it has denied involvement in the Istanbul explosion. 
Strikes also targeted PKK bases in northern Iraq’s moun-
tainous regions of Kandil, Asos and Hakurk, and bases of 
the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG), in Ayn al-
Arab (called Kobane in Kurdish), Tal Rifaat, Jazira and 
Derik regions in Syria, Ankara’s defence ministry said. 

Ankara considers the YPG to be a PKK-affiliated 
terror group. Erdogan said consultations were ongoing 
on the strength of Ankara’s military response and 
added that the weekend strikes were carried out by “70 
planes and drones” who “penetrated 140 kilometres (87 
miles) into northern Iraq and 20 kilometres into north-
ern Syria.” 

An SDF spokesperson told AFP that Turkish air-
planes launched on Monday fresh strikes near 
Kobani, a claim confirmed by the SOHR. A strike hit a 
regime forces position, according to the SDF. Since 
the rocket attack in the morning, there has been an 
exchange of artillery fire between Turkish forces 
backed by Syrian proxies and the SDF, according to 
an AFP correspondent. 

Erdogan also revealed he had had “no discussion 
with (US President Joe) Biden or (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin on the subject of the operation.” 

Turkey’s latest military push could create problems 
for its complex relations with its Western allies-particu-

larly the United States, which has relied mostly on 
Syrian Kurdish militia forces in its fight against IS 
jihadists. 

Turkey has often accused Washington of supplying 
Kurdish forces with weapons. Russia for its part backs 
pro-Damascus militia in the region.  —AFP

Britain appeal  
hearing to rule  
on ‘IS bride’ 

 
LONDON: A woman who lost her British citizenship 
after joining the Islamic State group in Syria will on 
Monday have her case reviewed, with her lawyers 
arguing that she was a “victim of trafficking”. Shamima 
Begum is one of hundreds of Europeans whose fate fol-
lowing the 2019 collapse of the so-called Islamic State 
caliphate has proved a thorny issue for governments. 

Begum, then 15, left her home in east London in 2015 
with two school friends to travel to Syria, where she 
married an IS fighter and had three children, none of 
whom survived. She was later “found” by British jour-
nalists, heavily pregnant in a Syrian camp in February 
2019 — and her apparent lack of remorse in initial 
interviews drew outrage. 

Dubbed an “IS bride”, she was stripped by the UK 
of her British citizenship, leaving her stranded and 
stateless in Syria’s Kurdish-run Roj camp. Monday’s 
hearing at the Special Immigration Appeals 
Commission (SIAC) follows a Supreme Court decision 
last year to refuse her permission to come the UK to 
fight her citizenship case against the Home Office. 

 
‘Trafficked by Canadian spy’  

Tasnime Akunjee, the Begum family lawyer, told AFP 
the hearing would be centred around whether she was 
“considered a victim of trafficking-notably whether the 
then home secretary (Sajid Javid) turned his mind to 
those issues when making the decision to strip her of 
citizenship”. 

A book published earlier this year by journalist 
Richard Kerbaj alleged that Begum, now 23, and her 

friends were taken into Syria by a Syrian man who was 
leaking information to the Canadian security services. 

Mohammed Al-Rashed is alleged to have been in 
charge of the Turkish side of an extensive IS people 
smuggling network. “It is now fairly well settled that she 
and her friends were transported across borders... by a 
Canadian asset of the Canadian security forces,” 
Akunjee said. 

“The very definition of trafficking is pretty well 
established by that,” he added. Despite her initial com-
ments, Begum has since expressed remorse for her 
actions and sympathy for IS victims. 

In a documentary last year, she said that on arrival in 
Syria she quickly realised IS were “trapping people” to 
boost the caliphate’s numbers and “look good for the 
(propaganda) videos”. 

Some 900 people are estimated to have travelled 
from Britain to Syria and Iraq to join the IS group. Of 
those, around 150 are believed to have been stripped of 
their citizenship. Human rights group Reprieve told AFP 
there were currently 20-25 British families, including 36 
children, still in camps in Kurdish-controlled northeast 
Syria, where suspected relatives of IS fighters have 
been held. Other European nations have also been 
grappling with how to handle the return of their own 
nationals. 

 
Hostile public opinion  

Some countries, such as Germany and Belgium, have 
tried to carry out regular repatriation operations. Last 
month, Berlin said it had settled “almost all known cas-
es” of German families in jihadist prison camps in Syria, 
claiming to have repatriated 76 minors as well as 26 
women. 

According to Belgium’s federal prosecutor’s office, 
in mid-2022 there remained “a few women and a few 
children” in the Syrian camps. Faced with hostile public 
opinion, however, France had been carrying out repatri-
ations on a case-by-case basis. 

But it picked up the pace in recent months after crit-
icism from the European Court of Human Rights. Since 
July, Paris has repatriated 31 women and 75 children in 
two operations. Some 175 French children and 69 
women are believed to still be in the camps. 

Reprieve director Maya Foa told AFP that Begum 
had been “groomed online as a child and taken to 
Syria by a Canadian intelligence spy”. “Most British 
women in northeast Syria were groomed, coerced or 
deceived by ISIS, which operated as a sophisticated 
trafficking gang.” 

Many were young girls at the time and were “held 
against their will and subjected to sexual and other 
forms of exploitation”, she added. Speaking on 
Monday ahead of the hearing, UK Immigration 
Minister Robert Jenrick told Sky News it was a “fun-
damental principle” that “where people do things 
which undermine the UK interest to such an extent 
that it is right for the Home Secretary to have the 
power to remove their passport.” —AFP

Schoolgirl murder  
horrifies France 

 
BORDEAUX, France: A 31-year-old man has been 
charged over the abduction and murder of a school-
girl in France, just a month after the killing of a girl 
in Paris caused outrage. The latest victim, a 14-
year-old named Vanesa in  French media, was 
snatched on her way home from school in the town 
of Tonneins last Friday in the rural Lot-et-Garonne 
region. 

A local Frenchman, who spent the day smoking 
cannabis in his car, confessed to raping and stran-
gling her before dumping her body in an abandoned 
building, local prosecutors said in a statement on 
Sunday. 

While in custody, he said he had not planned the 
crime and did not know the victim, adding that “his 
acts were sexually motivated,” the statement said. 
“This man is overwhelmed by the seriousness of his 
acts. For the moment, he will stay in his cell and will 
meet experts who are the best placed to explain 
what appears completely inexplicable,” his lawyer, 
Alexandre Martin, told the BFM news channel. 

The killer, named as Romain Chevrel, lived with 
his partner and has a one-month-old daughter. He 
was previously convicted for sexually assaulting 
children when he was aged 15. Murders of school 
children are extremely rare in France and the killing 
of a 12-year-old girl in Paris in October caused 
shock and anger. 

The victim was abducted, sexually assaulted and 
murdered after school in a crime branded as “evil” 
by President Emmanuel Macron. The case kicked off 
a fierce political row because the alleged killer was 
a mentally disturbed Algerian woman, in France ille-
gally and the subject of an expulsion order.  —AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Renu, eldest sister of missing 
British girl Shamima Begum, holds a picture of her sister while 
being interviewed by the media in central London. —AFP

ANKARA, Turkey: Ministry of National Defence of Turkey on November 20, 2022, Turkey’s Defence Minister Hulusi Akar 
(R) chairs a new air operation in northern regions of Iraq and Syria with members of the Turkish Armed Forces (TSK) 
command level at the Turkish Air Force Operations Centre in Ankara.  —AFP

Ankara considers YPG to be a PKK-affiliated terror group
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Meanwhile, opposition MP Hamdan Al-Azmi 

carried out his threat and filed to grill Minister of 
Public Works and Minister of Electricity and 
Water Amani Bugammaz on Monday, saying her 
appointment constituted a conflict of interests. The 
grilling claimed that Bugammaz acted as an advi-
sor for a Turkish company undertaking the multi-
billion-dollar Kuwait airport project. He added the 
project was delayed by one and a half years and 
the company was required to pay a delay fine of 

KD 85 million. 
The lawmaker charged that there is a concern 

over the minister’s capability to collect the delay  
fine, because she had worked as an advisor for the 
company. The minister told the Assembly last week 
she stopped working for the company in April 
2020, and that it was the engineering department 
of Kuwait University which assigned her to work 
as an advisor for the Turkish company. 

MP Azmi also charged that the minister did not 
follow the rules in the appointment of a number of 
senior officials at the two ministries. The lawmaker 
said he filed the grilling to stop what he claimed 
are violations of public funds. Assembly Speaker 
Ahmad Al-Saadoun said he sent a copy of the 
grilling to the government, adding it will be listed 
on the Assembly’s agenda for next week.

Amir grants 
amnesty...
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62. Due to miscounting, officials offered wildly fluctu-
ating death tolls after an Indonesian stadium disaster last 
month. The BNPB said 25 people remained trapped 
under the rubble as the rescue mission stretched into the 
night. The agency said more than 2,000 houses were 
damaged and Kamil said more than 13,000 people were 
taken to evacuation centers. 

“You can see it yourself, some got their heads, feet 
sewn outdoors. Some got stressed and started crying,” 
Kamil said. Kamil said power had been partially restored 
by the evening, without specifying if that meant by gener-
ators or connection to a power grid. The afternoon quake 
was centered in the Cianjur region and local authorities 
earlier said as many as 700 had been wounded, warning 
the death toll could rise further. “Because there are still a 
lot of people trapped on the scene, we assume injuries 
and fatalities will increase over time,” Kamil said as 
ambulance sirens blared in the background. 

Agus Azhari, 19, was with his elderly mother in the 
family home when their living room was destroyed within 
seconds, parts of the walls and roof collapsing around 

them. “I pulled my mother’s hand, and we ran outside,” he 
said. “I heard people screaming for help from all around 
me,” Azhari told AFP. The majority of deaths were count-
ed in one hospital, the head of Cianjur’s local administra-
tion Herman Suherman said, with most of the victims 
killed in the ruins of collapsed buildings. 

He told Indonesian media the town’s Sayang hospital 
had no power after the quake, leaving doctors unable to 
operate on victims immediately. More health workers 
were urgently needed due to the overwhelming number 
of patients, he said. Locals rushed victims to the hospital 
in pickup trucks and on motorbikes, according to footage 
obtained by AFP. 

They were placed in front of the facility as residents 
spread a tarpaulin on the road for the bodies. At anoth-
er facility, Cimacan hospital, green tents were erected 
outside for makeshift treatment, according to an AFP 
reporter at the scene. Victims arrived covered in blood, 
while parents looked for their children. Kamil, the gov-
ernor, said multiple landslides had cut off road access 
to some areas and bulldozers were being used to 
reopen them. 

Shops, a hospital and an Islamic boarding school 
in the town were severely damaged, according to 
Indonesian media. Collapsed buildings and debris 
lined the streets in Cianjur. The town is situated in a 
hilly area where many houses are built with a mixture 
of mud and concrete. “The ambulances keep on com-
ing,” Suherman said. “There are many families in vil-
lages that have not been evacuated.” — AFP 

162 killed in 
shallow quake...

Continued from Page 1 
 
He promised to make his decision public in early 

2023. Various recent polls say a majority of 
Americans do not want Biden to run again. While 
influential figures who are over 70 or even 75 years 

old are ample in the American political landscape, 
the midterm elections have brought some initial gen-
erational change in the Democratic Party. 

Rep Nancy Pelosi, 82, announced her decision 
Thursday not to run for a new term as speaker of the 
House of Representatives. Biden underwent a thor-
ough medical checkup about a year ago, and the 
results concluded that he was “a healthy, vigorous” 
man who is fit to serve as president. But the rigors of 
the Oval Office also have made their mark on Biden, 
who walks now with a stiffer gait and suffers 
moments of confusion.  —AFP 

Biden turns 80, 
but no party...

GENEVA: The World Health Organization said on 
Monday it was thrashing out a new list of priority 
pathogens that risk sparking pandemics or out-
breaks and should be kept under close observation. 
The WHO said the aim was to update a list used to 
guide global research and development (R&D) and 
investment, especially in vaccines, tests and treat-
ments. As part of that process, which started on 
Friday, the United Nations’ health agency is conven-
ing over 300 scientists to consider evidence on 
more than 25 virus families and bacteria. 

They will also consider the so-called “Disease X” 
- an unknown pathogen that could cause a serious 
international epidemic. “Targeting priority 
pathogens and virus families for research and devel-
opment of countermeasures is essential for a fast 
and effective epidemic and pandemic response,” 
said WHO emergencies director Michael Ryan. 
“Without significant R&D investments prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it would not have been possi-
ble to have safe and effective vaccines developed in 
record time.” The list was first published in 2017. 

It currently includes COVID-19, Ebola virus dis-
ease and Marburg virus disease, Lassa fever, 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) and 
severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), Nipah, 
Zika and Disease X. For each pathogen identified as 
a priority, experts will pinpoint knowledge gaps and 

research priorities. Desired specifications for vac-
cines, treatments and diagnostic tests can then be 
drawn up. Efforts are also made to facilitate clinical 
trials to develop such tools, while efforts to 
strengthen regulatory and ethics oversight are also 
considered. The revised list is expected to be pub-
lished before April 2023. 

The pathogen threat sessions come as the WHO 
prepares for the next round of talks towards a pan-
demic treaty. An intergovernmental negotiating body 
is paving the way towards a global agreement that 
could eventually regulate how nations prepare for 
and respond to future pandemic threats. They are 
due to meet in Geneva from December 5 to 7 for a 
third meeting to draft and negotiate a WHO conven-
tion or other kind of international agreement on 
pandemic preparedness and response. 

A progress report will be presented to WHO 
member states next year, with the final outcome pre-
sented for their consideration in 2024. An initial draft 
text for the December meeting emerged last week. 
The Panel for a Global Public Health Convention, an 
independent coalition of statespersons and health 
leaders, said the draft did not go far enough, despite 
its bright spots. The panel said Monday that more 
should be done to establish accountability and clear 
timelines for alert and response to avoid damaging 
consequences when an outbreak emerges. 

“Once an outbreak is detected, there are often a 
few critical hours to report, assess and act to stop 
the spread of a disease before it becomes virtually 
unstoppable,” the panel said in a statement. “The 
current draft does not go far enough to call out the 
urgency needed to either prepare for disease X or 
known pathogens, or to respond at the early 
stage,” it said.  — AFP 

WHO identifying 
pathogens that can 
cause pandemics


