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Clad in a sequined bathrobe, Elton 
John signed off the final US con-
cert of his farewell tour Sunday 

with a typically flamboyant show in Los 
Angeles, the city that helped launch him 
to global fame half a century ago. John 
took to the stage of the Dodger Stadium-
the baseball arena that played host to 
two of his most celebrated, career-defin-
ing shows in 1975 — for what he said 
was a “very special, very emotional” con-
cert live-streamed on Disney+. 

“As you know I am stopping touring 
and this will be my last concert in 
America and Canada,” he announced. 
The 75-year-old British musician has had 
a long, deeply reciprocated love affair 
with Los Angeles. As portrayed in the hit 
2019 biopic film “Rocketman,” John’s 
nascent career was given a stratospheric 
boost by his debut US show at the 
Troubadour nightclub in West Hollywood 
in 1970. 

“You know what? I became successful 
first in America,” John said on Sunday. 
“You bought the singles and the albums 
and the 8-tracks, the cassettes, the CDs. 
And more importantly you bought the 
tickets to the shows.” Over the first half 
of the 1970s, John released countless hit 
songs, dominating the pop charts with 
tracks such as “Your Song” and “Tiny 
Dancer,” and honed his extravagant on-
stage persona. 

That era culminated in two fabled 
nights in 1975 at Dodger Stadium, where 
he performed to a packed audience in a 

bespoke, sequined version of the base-
ball team’s uniform. In a nod to the past, 
John re-emerged on stage Sunday for 
the concert’s encore dressed in a 
Dodgers-themed bathrobe and pearl-
lined baseball cap. 

“Be kind to each other, OK? And 
farewell!” he concluded, before launching 
into his anthemic “Goodbye Yellow Brick 
Road.” The career-spanning set, featur-
ing hits from “Crocodile Rock” to “Candle 
In The Wind,” drew raucous cheers and 

singalongs from about 55,000 fans, 
many dressed in feather boas, sunglass-
es and-of course-sequins inspired by the 
singer. Some held signs letting the singer 
know they had attended dozens or even 
hundreds of his concerts. “It makes me 
so happy to see you when you wear the 
most fantastic costumes and you’ve 
been to so many shows,” said John. 

 
‘Long journey’  
The Disney+ platform, which has 

recently moved into live-streamed 
events, is making a documentary about 
John, culminating in his current “Farewell 
Yellow Brick Road” tour. Already the 
third-highest-grossing in history, at over 
$660 million according to Billboard, the 
tour still has about 60 dates across 
Australia, New Zealand and Europe 
ahead. 

It began in 2018 but was postponed 
several times due to the pandemic and a 
hip injury suffered by John. He has not 
ruled out further solo shows when the 
tour ends in 2023. On Sunday, John was 
joined on stage by Dua Lipa, to perform 
their recent hit duet “Cold Heart,” and 
Kiki Dee for their 1976 classic “Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart.” He also brought out 
singer Brandi Carlile and Bernie Taupin, 
his long-time musical collaborator. “This 
is a very special night for me, a very 
emotional night for me,” said John. “It’s 
been a long journey.”— AFP 

 

Japan region taps 
toilet paper to  
help suicidal youth 
 

Authorities in central Japan are try-
ing an unusual new approach to 
tackle the country’s longstanding 

suicide problem: printing messages of 
support on toilet paper. “Dear you, who 
might want to end it all,” reads the toilet 
paper being used in an unusual new ini-
tiative to reach out to suicidal young peo-
ple in the country. Suicide is a longstand-
ing problem in Japan, and like many 
places, the country saw a spike in deaths 
by suicide during parts of the pandemic. 
The number of elementary, middle and 
high school-age students dying by sui-
cide hit a new record of 499 in 2020, 
according to the health ministry. 

Officials in Yamanashi thought print-
ing reassuring messages and suicide-
prevention hotline numbers on sheets of 
toilet papers might be an effective and 
discreet way to help distressed young 
people. “You’re alone in the toilet. We 
felt that it’s at moments like this when 
you might be more prone to thoughts of 
anguish”, Yamanashi official Kenichi 
Miyazawa told AFP. 

The campaign involves 6,000 rolls 
printed with messages and phone num-
bers, which were distributed to 12 regional 
universities last month. Interspersed 
between illustrations such as a curled-up 
cat and an umbrella-holding woman look-
ing up into the sky are messages crafted 
by a mental health professional that are 
intended to allay loneliness. “Dear you, 
spending painful days pretending to be 
okay for someone else”, reads one mes-
sage written in blue on the white paper. 
“You don’t need to tell us everything... but 
how about just a little of it?”— AFP 

 

Sonic the Hedgehog 
co-creator arrested 
over insider trading 
 

The co-creator of classic video game 
series Sonic the Hedgehog has 
been arrested for alleged insider 

trading, according to public prosecutors in 
Tokyo. Yuji Naka, a 57-year-old program-
mer known for making Sonic and other 
major titles at Japanese game firm Sega, 
was arrested on Friday, a prosecution doc-
ument obtained by AFP said. His alleged 
misdeed took place nearly three years 
ago, when Naka was an employee at 
“Final Fantasy” creator Square Enix, the 
Tokyo District Prosecutors Office docu-
ment said. 

Naka is accused of buying shares in 

another game company, Aiming, when 
he knew they were going to release a 
new title jointly developed with Square 
Enix. He purchased 10,000 shares in 
Aiming for 2.8 million yen ($20,000) in 
January 2020, according to the docu-
ment, and the new game was 
announced the following month. 

Prosecutors on Thursday arrested two 
other former Square Enix employees, also 
for alleged insider trading linked to Aiming. 
Naka was not immediately reachable for 
comment, but his fans expressed surprise 
and disappointment on social media. 
“Please tell me this isn’t true. He brought 
Sonic to life... I’m so sad,” one Twitter user 
wrote. “He worked on many great games. 
So disappointing,” said another. On the 
website of the game studio that Naka 
founded called Prope, the programmer 
said he wanted to create “games that sur-
prise and entertain children around the 
world”. — AFP 

 

French film-maker 
Straub dies aged 89 
 

Anti-conformist French film-maker 
Jean-Marie Straub died peacefully 
at his home in Switzerland on 

Sunday, the Swiss National Film Archive 
announced. He was 89. Straub was a 
peer of many greats from the French New 
Wave art film movement and received the 
Locarno Film Festival’s lifetime achieve-
ment award. “I spoke to Mrs Straub at 
midday; he died at 6:00am this morning at 
his house in Rolle,” on Lake Geneva in 
western Switzerland, Cinematheque 
Suisse spokesman Christophe Bolli told 
AFP. “He died peacefully.” 

Born in 1933 in Metz in northeastern 
France, Straub started out as an assistant 
to some of the great French film-makers of 
the age, including Jean Renoir, Jacques 
Rivette and Robert Bresson. He was close 
to New Wave standard-bearers Francois 
Truffaut and Jean-Luc Godard. 

In the 1960s, he left France for 
Germany, directing films in tandem with 
his then-wife Daniele Huillet. The couple 
challenged traditional narrative and aes-
thetic patterns. She died in 2006. Among 
their best-known films are “From the 
Clouds to the Resistance” (1979) and 
“Sicilia!” (1999). He eventually lived 
around the corner from Godard, who died 
in Rolle in September aged 91. 

“We were very, very close to him. He 
also donated some of his films to us,” Bolli 

said of Straub. “We had done a lot of 
screenings with him and he came many 
times between 2018 and 2019. 
Afterwards, his health deteriorated.” 

In 2017 he was awarded Locarno’s 
Leopard of Honour, putting him in the 
company of other recipients including 
Rivette, Godard, Ennio Morricone, 
Bernardo Bertolucci, Paul Verhoeven, Ken 
Loach, Terry Gilliam, Werner Herzog and 
John Landis. “Thank-you Jean-Marie for 
your generosity and your sharp outlook on 
the world, which is highly topical. We will 
watch over your legacy and make it 
shine,” Cinematheque Suisse director 
Frederic Maire said.—AFP 

 

This handout picture shows toilet papers 
with reassuring messages and suicide-
prevention hotline numbers printed on 
sheets.  

This handout picture shows toilet papers 
with reassuring messages and suicide-
prevention hotline numbers printed on 
sheets.— AFP photos 

English singer Dua Lipa arrives for the 
“Elton John Live: Farewell from Dodger 
Stadium.”  

US actors John Stamos (left) and Caitlin 
McHugh arrive for the “Elton John Live: 
Farewell from Dodger Stadium.” 

US dancer/actress/singer JoJo Siwa arrives for the “Elton John Live: Farewell from 
Dodger Stadium,” the last US performance by the British singer during his “Farewell 
Yellow Brick Road Tour,” in Los Angeles. — AFP photos 

Iran has arrested two prominent actors 
who expressed solidarity with the protest 
movement and removed their head-

scarves in public in an apparent act of 
defiance against the regime, state media 
reported Sunday. Hengameh Ghaziani 
and Katayoun Riahi were both detained 
after being summoned by prosecutors in a 
probe into their “provocative” social media 
posts and media activity, the state-run 
IRNA news agency said. 

Iran’s clerical leadership has been 
shaken by more than two months of 
women-led demonstrations sparked by 
the death in custody of Mahsa Amini, a 
22-year-old woman of Kurdish origin who 
had been arrested by the morality police 
in Tehran. Authorities in the Islamic 
republic describe the protests as “riots” 
and accuse the country’s Western foes of 
fomenting them. 

Ghaziani, a vocal critic of the crack-
down on protesters, was arrested for incit-
ing and supporting the “riots” and for com-
municating with opposition media, IRNA 
said. The 52-year-old film star had already 
indicated she had been summoned by the 
judiciary, and then published a video on 
Instagram of herself removing the obliga-
tory hijab. 

“Maybe this will be my last post,” she 
wrote late Saturday. “From this moment 
on, whatever happens to me, know that as 
always, I am with the Iranian people until 
my last breath.” The video, which appears 
to have been filmed in a shopping street, 
shows Ghaziani bareheaded facing the 
camera without speaking and then turning 
around and binding her hair into a ponytail. 
In a post last week, she accused the 
“child-killer” Iranian government of “mur-

dering” more than 50 children. 
 
‘Voice of oppressed people’  
Riahi was later arrested in the same 

probe, IRNA said. The actor, 60, who has 
appeared in a string of award-winning 
movies and is also known for her charita-
ble work, had in September given an inter-
view to London-based Iran International 

TV, an outlet despised by the regime, with-
out wearing a hijab. 

She had expressed solidarity with the 
protests that have swept Iran since the 
death of Mahsa Amini, as well as opposi-
tion to the obligatory hijab. According to 
the judiciary’s Mizan Online news web-
site, Ghaziani was among eight people 
who were summoned by prosecutors 
over “provocative” material posted on 
social media. 

They also included Yahya 
Golmohammadi, coach of Tehran football 
team Persepolis FC, who had strongly crit-
icized players on Iran’s national squad for 
not “bringing the voice of oppressed peo-

ple to the ears of the authorities”. 
The comment came after the national 

football team last week met President 
Ebrahim Raisi ahead of their appearance 
at the World Cup, which began Sunday in 
Qatar. Mizan said other prominent actors 
including Mitra Hajjar and Baran Kosari 
had also been summoned. 

Earlier this month Taraneh Alidoosti, 

one of Iran’s best-known actors remaining 
in the country, posted an image of herself 
on social media without the mandatory 
headscarf. Alidoosti vowed to stay in her 
homeland at “any price”, saying she 
planned to stop working and instead sup-
port the families of those killed or arrested 
in the protest crackdown. Iranian cinema 
figures were under pressure even before 
the start of the protest movement sparked 
by Amini’s death. Prize-winning directors 
Mohammad Rasoulof and Jafar Panahi 
remain in detention after they were arrest-
ed earlier this year.—AFP 

 

Katayoun Riahi Iranian actress Hengameh Ghaziani

French film-maker Jean-Marie Straub 

Iran arrests two top actors 
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