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TURIN: Novak Djokovic said winning a record-equalling 
sixth ATP Tour Finals title on Sunday was a “deeply satis-
fying” ending to his troubled and truncated year. The Serb 
beat Norwegian Casper Ruud 7-5, 6-3 in Turin to match 
Roger Federer’s record of six titles in the year-ending 
tournament for the top-ranked players. 

The 35-year-old Serb, the oldest player to win the 
Finals, ended in style after a season in which he missed 
two majors because of his vaccine status. “It feels deeply 
satisfying and, at the same time, a huge relief because of 
the circumstances that I have been through this year, situ-
ations earlier this year, of course, with Australia,” he said. 
“We don’t need to go back. We know what happened.” In 
January, Djokovic was detained and deported from 
Australia over his Covid non-vaccinated status and missed 
the Australian Open. 

“That had an effect obviously on my start of the year. 
For the first several months, I was trying to find that bal-
ance game-wise but also mentally in order to be able to 
come back to the court and find that tennis level that I 
need.” Djokovic was initially barred from returning to 
Australia before 2025 but earlier in the week the new gov-
ernment in Canberra said the nine-time Australian Open 
champion would be free to compete in January’s tourna-
ment. “I don’t know what the future holds but I know that 
what I hold in my mind is a huge hunger still to win tro-
phies,” said Djokovic. 

The win in Turin, which also brings a cheque for $4.7 mil-
lion, came seven years after his last ATP Finals victory and 
will lift him from eighth to fifth in Monday’s new rankings at 
the end of a season in which he also won Wimbledon. Carlos 
Alcaraz, who missed the finals injured, is number one. “In my 

mind I always see myself as the best player in the world, of 
course,” he said. “I’m not. I’m fifth. This week I probably am. 
Overall the rankings are showing who had the best year, and 
Alcaraz is the No. 1 in the world.” 

Djokovic and his wife brought his eight-year-old son 
and five-year-old daughter to Turin. “Extremely special 
for me,” he said. “I don’t get to have these moments on the 
tour with them so much.” “I took both of my children, par-
ticularly my son, a lot to the tennis training sessions, 
warmups, matches. He was very loud, I must say. I was 
very surprised. I could hear his voice the entire time.” 
“They both are now aware of what’s going on, what the 
father is doing.” 

 
‘Close points’  

For the 23-year-old Ruud it was a third near-miss of the 
year. He also lost the finals of the French and US Opens. “In the 
end it’s been disappointing to end up losing these big finals,” he 
said. “Overall if you gave me an offer to end the year at No. 3, 
play the finals that I’ve played, at the first of January this year, I 
would probably sign the contract right away.” 

“I’ve overachieved compared to my own mind, so I’m 
very happy about that.” Ruud has never taken a set from 
either Djokovic or his French Open final conqueror Rafael 
Nadal. “They have this sort of ability in them to step up 
when they really have to that I don’t have,” Ruud said. 
“They always seem to win the close points, the close sets.” 
The American Rajeev Ram and Britain’s Joe Salisbury took 
the doubles title with a 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 win over the 
Croatian pair of Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic. Ram and 
Salisbury lost in last year’s final to French pair Nicolas 
Mahut and Pierre-Hugues Herber.  —AFP

Djokovic finishes troubled year  
with ‘satisfying’ ATP Finals title

Serb sweeps past Ruud to win sixth ATP Finals crown

 

McIlroy wins Race  
to Dubai as Rahm  
takes World title 

 
DUBAI: Northern Ireland’s Rory McIlroy cement-
ed his place as the European number one by win-
ning the Race to Dubai for the fourth time in his 
career on Sunday with Spain’s Jon Rahm sealing a 
third DP World Tour Championship. World number 
one McIlroy, 33, closed with a four-under-par 68, 
which was good for a solo fourth place and clinch 
the Race to Dubai crown after a gap of seven 
years. McIlroy emulated Henrik Stenson, the only 
other golfer to win the FedEx Cup and Race to 
Dubai in the same season in 2013. 

With England’s Matt Fitzpatrick and New 
Zealand’s Ryan Fox unable to win the tournament, 
the path became easier for McIlroy when he fin-
ished ahead of both players. “This means a lot. 
Obviously, this is my fourth one, but it’s been a 
while. I’ve won three FedEx Cups since the last 
time I won The Race to Dubai,” said McIlroy. “I 
was a model of consistency the whole way through 
the year. A lot of top finishes. I think my worst fin-
ish of the European Tour events I played this year 
was 12th at the start of the year in Abu Dhabi. 

“Would have been nice to get one win in there 
at the end of the year here. But Jon obviously 
played an incredible tournament and fully 
deserved it. “I am excited for 2023.” Rahm, who 
turned 28 this month, started with three straight 
birdies and even though he followed up with a 
bogey on the fourth hole, there was never any 
question about his dominance as a five-under par 
67 round gave him a two-shot win with a 20-
under par total. England’s Tyrrell Hatton (66) and 
Sweden’s Alex Noren (67) were tied for second at 
18-under par 270. 

 
‘Feels very special’  

For Rahm it was also a record fifth Rolex Series 
title for the world number five, who will not move 
from his current world ranking. The win came with a 
cheque of $3 million. The Spaniard, making his 
fourth appearance at the Earth course of Jumeirah 
Golf Estates, dropped just four shots over the whole 
week, he certainly wasn’t happy with the way he 
drove the ball, especially in the last two rounds. 

On Sunday, he had to hit at least three magical 
recovery shots - including one on the first and 
another on the 18th. “This feels very special. I said 
that I feel like I’m defending the title from three 
years ago because I couldn’t come and defend. 
Very proud of myself for that and how well I’ve 
done, especially on the weekend,” said the 2021 
US Open champion. 

“It’s pretty unusual for me to win a tournament 
driving it as bad as I did. To have the other parts of 
my game carry me to my win, it’s something spe-
cial. “I managed it really well, and I felt really com-
fortable on the greens and made a couple of clutch 
putts. For a year where I’ve been hearing how 
‘bad’ my putting has been, it feels amazing to get it 
done like that.” The 2022-2023 season of the DP 
World Tour starts next week with a doubleheader 
- the Joburg Open in South Africa and the 
Australian PGA Championship in Brisbane. —AFP  

Canada’s Svensson  
wins first PGA title  
at RSM Classic 

 
WASHINGTON: Canada’s Adam Svensson won his first 
PGA Tour title on Sunday, sinking clutch birdie putts on 
the 16th and 17th holes to capture the RSM Classic by two 
strokes. The 28-year-old from British Columbia fired a 
bogey-free, six-under par 64 to win a back-nine shootout 
by finishing 72 holes on 19-under 263 at Sea Island Golf 
Club on St. Simons Island, Georgia. “It’s not even real right 
now. I’m just so happy,” Svensson said. “I put so much 
work in. To win on the PGA Tour means everything to me.” 

England’s Callum Tarren also fired a 64 to share second 
on 265 with Americans Sahith Theegala and Brian Harman. 
Svensson, whose breakthrough came in his 70th PGA 
start, was among four sharing the lead before he rolled in a 
tension-packed 18-foot birdie putt at the 16th hole. “I just 
tried to make no bogeys,” Svensson said. “I didn’t even 
look at the scoreboard until maybe 16. I just said if I make 
no bogeys, I’m putting well, so that’s what I did. It’s just 

unbelievable.” 
He followed by sinking a testy downhill putt from just 

beyond 10 feet at the par-3 17th. “I was feeling pretty 
good over them,” Svensson said of his dramatic putts. 
“That one at 17 I didn’t think was going to go in. Somehow 
the golf gods let it in.” Svensson punctuated the feat with a 
fist pump and made a routine par at 18 to claim the crown. 
“It has been an up and down journey. I’ve had lows. I’ve 
had highs. But I just kept believing in myself and here I 
am,” Svensson said. 

“Two years ago I made a decision to give it 100%. 
There was no going back or I was quitting because I was 
going the wrong way. It was a good choice.” Svensson, 
ranked 174th, had a best prior PGA finish of sixth in July at 
the Barbasol Championship. Harman, trying to become the 
host resort’s first resident to win the event, sank a five-foot 
birdie putt at the 16th to match Svensson and Tarren for 
the lead on 17-under. Theegala sank a 20-foot putt at the 
par-3 17th for his fourth birdie in six holes to create a four-
way tie at the top, setting the stage for Svensson’s heroics. 

Svensson sank a 30-foot birdie putt at the fourth hole 
and a 20-footer at the eighth. He followed with a 36-footer 
for birdie at the 10th and sank a 16-foot birdie putt at 11 to 
seize the lead alone at 17-under. Svensson, who opened 
with a 73 at the Plantation course to share 108th, is the 

first winner since Jon Rahm in 2020 to shoot 73 or worse 
in the first round. He’s also the first to rally from beyond 
100th after 18 holes to win since England’s Ian Poulter at 
the 2018 Houston Open. The 2022-23 PGA Tour season 
will shut down until January’s Tournament of Champions in 
Hawaii. —AFP

TURIN: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning his men’s single final match against Norway’s Casper Ruud on 
November 20, 2022.  —AFP

Verstappen revels in  
record win but warns  
of difficulties ahead 

 
ABU DHABI: Max Verstappen may have dominated 
Sunday’s Abu Dhabi Grand Prix and the 2022 season, but he 
was quick to warn his Red Bull team not to expect another 
year of runaway success in 2023. In the chaotic aftermath of 
a strategic race, in which tyre management and tactical 
decisions were decisive factors, the two-time champion 
made clear he did not expect to equal his own record-
breaking feats. “It has been really enjoyable to work with 
the whole team to achieve something like this, this year,” he 
said. “I know it is going to be difficult to replicate, but it also 
gives us some motivation to try and do well again.” 

Not only did Verstappen reel off an unprecedented 15 
wins in a single season, but he did so with masterful author-
ity as Red Bull won 17 races to clinch their first construc-
tors’ title since 2013. Mercedes’ record run of eight con-
structors’ championship triumphs was ended and, after a 
disappointing year of only one victory, they finished third 
behind an inconsistent and undisciplined Ferrari. 

The ‘scarlet scuderia’ took consolation in Charles 
Leclerc’s clever drive, which included a ‘dummy’ pit-
stop call from his team, to finish second, only eight 
seconds adrift of his Dutch rival and nemesis, to 
clinch second place in the drivers’ and constructors’ 
championships for himself and Ferrari respectively. 
Ferrari team chief Mattia Binotto, whose future has 
been in doubt, said it was an uplifting result for the 
team after a run of bungled operational performances 
in races this year. It also proved that Ferrari’s car is 
very close in pure speed to the Red Bull and that, with 
few errors, they can mount a serious and direct chal-
lenge to the champions next year. “It’s great for the 
team, great for the strategists and so great to have 
done a solid weekend,” said relieved Binotto. “P2 is 
the balance of this entire season, not only this race. 
We certainly did a proper job. “Our dummy pit stop 
on the Red Bull was the right call. I am so happy for 
the team. When Ferrari is making mistakes, there is 
always so much criticism, but we know too that these 
guys can perform very well.” 

Hot pursuit  
The ‘false’ call to pit came on lap 34 when Leclerc was 

told to ‘box, opposite Perez’. The two had started the race 
level on points in a duel for second in the championship and 
after the first round of pit stops Perez was second, behind 
Verstappen, with Leclerc in hot pursuit. Ferrari’s radio call 
to their Monegasque driver prompted Red Bull to pit Perez 
for a second time, leaving Leclerc out on track committed to 
a one-stop strategy.  Perez fell to sixth as Leclerc took sec-
ond, 20 seconds ahead with 24 laps remaining. In a nail-bit-
ing finish, Perez struggled to pass rival cars and finished 1.3 
seconds adrift at the flag. “I can say it now, we dummied him 
and made him think we were going to pit,” said Leclerc. “He 
took it and went for a second stop-so we did everything 
perfect and I am very proud of our execution. 

“For the team, it was a good performance in terms of race 

management. It was such a difficult season - problems with 
reliability, strategy and tyre management - but we have poten-
tial in the car. “Now we must focus on the next step to find the 
race pace. It’s something Red Bull seems to have more than 
us.” After two disappointing years in the doldrums, Ferrari 
scored four wins on their way to second and, if the operational 
frailties are repaired, appear to have the potential to trouble 
Verstappen. “I do think it will be a lot closer,” admitted 
Verstappen. “People are understanding the cars a lot more and 
over time the teams will edge closer. “We know that we have to 
keep pushing over the winter and trying to find performance 
and more understanding.” His Red Bull team boss Christian 
Horner said he expected Mercedes, who showed signs of 
revival in the second half of the season, to return as a competi-
tive force. “We don’t under-estimate them,” he said. “They will 
be back as a real force and a threat.” —AFP

Ko wins LPGA Tour  
Championship and  
Player of the Year 

 
MIAMI: New Zealand’s Lydia Ko won the season-ending 
LPGA Tour Championship on Sunday, holding on for a 
two stroke victory over Ireland’s Leona Maguire that also 
secured her the Player of the Year prize. Ko, who also won 
the tournament in 2014, pocketed the record $2 million 
prize for victory at Tiburon Golf Club in Naples Florida 
with her two-under round of 70 in blustery conditions. 

The 19th victory on the tour for Ko, also secured her 
back-to-back Vare Trophy awards, given to the player 

with the lowest scoring average for the season. It has been 
a true return to form this year for Ko, who began the sea-
son with a victory at Boca Rio in January and then cap-
tured the BMW Championship in South Korea in October. 

“This year has been an incredible year. I really could 
never ask for more to win so early in the season and then 
to have won in Korea and then win the last event of the 
year,” said Ko who plans to get married during the off-
season. “I couldn’t have drawn it up any better. There has 
been so many exciting things in my life that have been 
going on.” Ko’s second Player of the Year award follows 
her triumph in 2015 and the 25-year-old could now 
secure her place in the LPGA Hall of Fame next season. 

“This will be my last win as a single lady. So I wanted 
to do this for my family,” she said. “This has been one of 
the most consistent and solid years I’ve had.” The South-
Korean born Ko ended the tournament on 17-under 271 

for the week, with Maguire’s even-par round of 72 leav-
ing her 15-under. Maguire went into the final round level 
with Ko after a magnificent 9-under round of 63 but was 
unable to reproduce that form. Bogeys on the fifth and 
14th ultimately cost the Irishwoman and her birdie on the 
17th proved to be too little too late. 

“It was an incredible week, a really great way to 
round off the season and if you would have offered me 
second at the start of the week I would have grabbed it 
with both hands,” said Maguire. “It would have been nice 
to have played a little better today but it was really tough 
out there. The wind was strong, it was cold, the greens 
were tricky. I didn’t play as well as Saturday but I grafted 
away and had some key up and downs to keep me in it.” 
Sweden’s Anna Nordqvist finished third after shooting 67 
on Sunday. England’s Georgia Hall also shot 67 to share 
fourth alongside South Korean Lee6 Jeong-eun. —AFP

ABU DHABI: (Front row, left to right) Red Bull Racing’s team principal Christian Horner, Red Bull’s Mexican driver Sergio 
Perez, Red Bull Formula One team advisor Helmut Marko and Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen celebrate with 
their team after the Abu Dhabi Formula One Grand Prix on November 20, 2022.  —AFP

GEORGIA: Adam Svensson of Canada poses with the trophy 
after putting in to win on the 18th green at Sea Island 
Resort Seaside Course on November 20, 2022.  —AFP

NAPLES: Lydia Ko of New Zealand poses for a photo with the 
Vare Trophy, the Rolex Player of the Year trophy and the CME 
Globe trophy after winning the CME Group Tour 
Championship on November 20, 2022. —AFP


