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LOS ANGELES: The Brooklyn Nets marked Kyrie 
Irving’s return from an eight-game suspension with a 
127-115 victory over Memphis on Sunday as the 
NBA champion Golden State Warriors finally earned 
their first road win of the season. Irving, who was 
suspended by the Nets after his social media post 
l inking to a movie condemned as anti-semitic 
sparked a furor, scored 14 points in 26 minutes on 
the floor. Kevin Durant led the Nets with 26 and Ben 
Simmons added 22 as seven Nets players scored in 
double figures. 

That included Japanese reserve Yuta Watanabe, 
who made four of the Nets’ 16 three-pointers on the 
way to 16 points. “It was great to have him get some 
minutes out there and for us to get a win while he’s 
doing it,” said Nets coach Jacque Vaughn, who said 
he expected Irving and the team to be able to focus 
on basketball going forward. “At the end of the day, 
now it’s about hoopin’,” Vaughn said of his message 
to Irving. “I used that word. 

“From this day on that’s what we’re going to be 
about. Basketball is factual. You get the rebound, 
that’s a fact. You box out, that’s a fact. You make the 
shot, that’s a fact. “So we’re going to make this thing 
factual. It’s about basketball and we’re going to live 
in that space.” The row surrounding Irving, who was 
suspended a week after his late October post for 
failing to offer an apology, came the same week that 
Vaughn took over after Steve Nash was sacked in the 
wake of the Nets’ 1-5 start to the season. 

They have now improved to 8-9, with former 
Rookie of the Year Simmons finally coming alive for 
the team he joined in a trade last season after his 
relationship with Philadelphia soured because of 

struggles with a back injury and mental health issues. 
Simmons connected on 11 of 13 shot attempts for his 
first 20-point game since the 2021 playoffs for the 
76ers-who will host the Nets on Tuesday. 

Dillon Brooks scored 31 points for the Grizzlies, 
who were without dynamic star Ja Morant, Desmond 
Bane and Jaren Jackson. In Houston, Warriors sharp-
shooter Klay Thompson burst out of his early-season 
slump with a 41-point performance in Golden State’s 
127-120 victory over the Rockets. Thompson drilled 
10 of the Warriors 24 three-pointers, getting off to a 
blistering start as he scored half of the Warriors 40 
first-quarter points. 

The Rockets, last in the Western Conference, bat-
tled back to take a four-point lead at halftime, but 
Stephen Curry scored 16 of his 33 points in the third 
quarter as the Warriors reasserted themselves. The 
tenacious Rockets managed to edge ahead by one 
midway through the fourth, but Thompson’s final 
three-pointer and a high-arching trey from Curry 
put the Warriors over the line in the closing minute. 
“Well, long overdue,” Warriors coach Steve Kerr 
said, “but we’re happy to get the win.” 

 
Nuggets stun Mavs  

Denver’s Michael Porter hit the game-winning 
three-pointer with 55.2 seconds remaining in Dallas, 
lifting the Nuggets to a 98-97 victory over the 
Mavericks. Denver reserve Bones Hyland led all 
scorers with a career-high 29 points as the Nuggets 
overcame the absence of two-time reigning Most 
Valuable Player Nikola Jokic, who was sidelined 
along with Jamal Murray by Covid concerns. 

The Nuggets were boosted by an incredible 

three-pointer from just beyond the half-court line by 
reserve Vlatko Cancar at the buzzer to end the first 
half. In fact, the shot came after the interval, as offi-
cials decided to replay the final two seconds of the 
second quarter when it was determined during the 
break that Dallas star Luka Doncic had stepped out 
of bounds as he rose for what was originally scored a 
three-pointer at the halftime buzzer. 

In Los Angeles, the Lakers were in control 

throughout a 123-92 victory over the San Antonio 
Spurs, despite the absence of superstar LeBron 
James for a fourth straight game with a groin 
in jury. Anthony Davis  scored 30 points  and 
grabbed 18 rebounds for the Lakers and with the 
game in hand sat out much of the fourth quarter. 
Spurs  coach Gregg Popovich was not  on the 
bench, and the team said after he arrived at the 
arena that he was ill. —AFP

Irving returns in Nets win  
as Warriors end road skid

Warriors sharp-shooter Thompson burst out of early-season slump

 

Man Utd’s Greenwood  
faces attempted rape  
trial next year 

 
LONDON: Manchester United footballer Mason 
Greenwood will face trial next year on charges of 
attempted rape, controlling and coercive behav-
ior, and assault , a judge said on Monday. 
Greenwood, 21, arrived at court in Manchester, 
northwest England, wearing a hoodie bearing the 
slogan “Fumer tue” (Smoking kills in French) with 
a dark suit.  

At a short hearing at the city’s Minshull Street 
Crown Court, the player spoke only to confirm his 
name and date of birth. Judge Maurice Greene set a 
start date of November 27, 2023, for the trial, which 
is expected to last 10 days. The footballer had his 
bail extended on condition that he does not contact 
witnesses or the complainant. 

Greenwood spent two days remanded in cus-
tody in October after an alleged breach of bail con-
ditions. He was first arrested in January over allega-
tions relating to a young woman after images and 
videos were posted online. Within hours of the alle-
gations surfacing online in January, Greenwood was 
suspended from playing or training with United and 
has not played for the club since. The attempted 
rape is alleged to have taken place in October 2021. 

The controlling and coercive behavior relates to 
a period beginning in November 2018. He is alleged 
to have made threatening and derogatory com-
ments towards the complainant, as well as access-
ing and monitoring her social media accounts. The 
charge of assault occasioning actual bodily harm is 
dated December 2021. All three charges relate to 
the same complainant. Greenwood did not enter 
any pleas and a further procedural hearing was set 
for February 10 next year. —AFP 

Eagles rally to beat  
Colts, Cowboys  
thrash Vikings 

 
MIAMI: The Philadelphia Eagles returned to winning 
ways with a thrilling 17-16 NFL late comeback win at the 
Indianapolis Colts on Sunday. But another of the league’s 
form teams, the Minnesota Vikings, suffered a crushing 40-
3 defeat at home to a rampant Dallas Cowboys. 

The Eagles, whose perfect start to the season ended 
after eight games with a defeat to Washington last week, 
were staring at the prospect of another loss as they began 
the fourth quarter 14-3 down. But quarterback Jalen Hurts 
found Quez Watkins with a 22-yard touchdown pass and, 
after a Colts field goal, Philadelphia (9-1) snatched victory 
with 1:20 to go, as Hurts rushed in for an eight-yard touch-
down. Hurts ended with 190 passing yards, 86 rushing 
yards and the two touchdowns 

“That was a great win, it wasn’t what you draw up but in 
this league it rarely is,” said Eagles coach Nick Sirianni, who 
was offensive coordinator with the Colts before joining 
Philadelphia. “You keep seeing it, when we need a drive, when 
need some points, we can always lean on our offensive line 
and Jalen is always special with the ball in his hands,” he said. 
The Vikings went into the day tied with the Eagles for best 
record in the league at 8-1, the meeting with the Cowboys 
billed as a clash of two of the best teams in the NFC. 

But it was an utterly one-sided encounter. Dallas, 
quickly putting aside the disappointment of last week’s loss 
to the Green Bay Packers, scored points on each of their 
first seven drives. “We just played a complete game, 
offense, defense. We knew we had to respond after last 
week and this was big for us,” said quarterback Dak 
Prescott, who threw for 276 yards and two touchdowns to 
the outstanding Tony Pollard. 

Running back Ezekiel Elliott also rushed for two touch-
downs while Pollard rushed for 80 yards on 15 carries and 
also gained 109 yards on six receptions, using his running 
power to burst from deep to great effect. The combination 
of Elliott and Pollard proved too much for Minnesota. “They 

are dynamic, when we have them both out there, the defense 
doesn’t know what is coming at them,” Prescott said. 

The 37-point margin was the biggest the Cowboys 
have enjoyed in 54 years. The loss also saw Vikings quar-
terback Kirk Cousins snap a streak of 39 consecutive 
games with a touchdown - the fourth best record since the 
NFL-AFL merger. The Kansas City Chiefs improved to 8-
2 with a 30-27 victory over the Los Angeles Chargers. 
The Chargers led with 1:46 remaining, but Chiefs quarter-
back Patrick Mahomes piloted a six-play, 75-yard drive 
capped by a four-yard touchdown pass to Travis Kelce 
that made it 30-27. 

It was Kelce’s third TD catch of the night and the 
Chargers’ bid to claw back ended when Chiefs defender 

Nick Fulton intercepted a pass by Los Angeles quarter-
back Justin Herbert. The Buffalo Bills, forced to move their 
home game with the Cleveland Browns to Detroit due to a 
snow storm, left Motor City with a 31-23 win. Browns 
quarterback Jacoby Brisett threw for 324 yards and three 
touchdowns but three field goals in the fourth quarter were 
enough to secure the win for the Bills, who had lost their 
previous two games. 

Atlanta running back Cordarrelle Patterson set an NFL 
record with his ninth kick return touchdown, breaking the 
old mark he shared with Josh Cribbs and Leon 
Washington. Patterson raced up the middle of the field for 
a 103-yard touchdown in the second quarter in the 
Falcons’ 27-24 triumph over Chicago. —AFP 

INDIANAPOLIS: Zaire Franklin #44 of the Indianapolis Colts attempts to tackle Jalen Hurts #1 of the Philadelphia 
Eagles during the second half at Lucas Oil Stadium on November 20, 2022. —AFP

Rangers sack Van  
Bronckhorst after  
a year in charge 

 
GLASGOW: Rangers sacked manager Giovanni 
van Bronckhorst on Monday after just a year in 
charge at Ibrox. The former Netherlands captain led 
the Glasgow giants to the Europa League final in 
May, but failed to win the Scottish Premiership last 
season and leaves with Rangers nine points behind 

Celtic in the title race. “I want to thank Gio for the 
hard work he has put in over the last 12 months and, 
especially, the achievements of taking the club to 
the Europa League final and winning the Scottish 
Cup last season,” said Rangers chairman Douglas 
Park in a statement.  

“Unfortunately, recent results have not met nei-
ther our nor Gio’s expectations, and we have taken 
this difficult decision today. Everyone at Rangers 
wishes Gio every success in the future.” Van 
Bronckhorst, who played for Rangers between 1998 
and 2001, replaced Steven Gerrard in November 
last year when the latter departed Ibrox to take 
charge of Aston Villa. 

Despite a positive start, Rangers let a six-point 
lead over Celtic slip away as Ange Postecoglou 
claimed the title in his first season in charge of the 
Hoops. That disappointment was diminished by a 
run to just Rangers’ second European final in 50 
years before losing out in agonising fashion to 
Eintracht Frankfurst on penalties in Sevil le. 
Rangers responded impressively just days later to 
win the Scottish Cup with a 2-0 win over Hearts at 
Hampden. 

There was another notable European achieve-
ment early this season as Rangers beat PSV 
Eindhoven to reach the Champions League group 
stages for the first time in 12 years. But their return 

to Europe’s biggest stage turned into a nightmare as 
they recorded the worst ever performance by a side 
in the group stages with six defeats from six match-
es against Liverpool, Napoli and Ajax and a -20 
goal difference. 

Domestically there was also no respite for Van 
Bronckhorst either as Celtic romped to a 4-0 win in 
the only meeting between the sides so far this sea-
son in September. Further dropped points against 
Livingston, St Johnstone and St Mirren in Van 
Bronckhorst’s final five league games in charge 
leave his successor with a mountain to climb to 
wrest the title back from Celtic in the final 23 league 
games of the season. —AFP

Kyrie Irving of the Brooklyn Nets


